UCC Montreal Branch and Quebec Provincial Council

President’s Annual Report
June 5, 2010 - September 24, 2011
Submitted by: 

Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova, president
 The 2010 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held at “Dim Molodi” on Saturday, June 5, 2010 with the election of a new executive for 2010-2011 (see attached).  Special thank you to Evhen Czolij for chairing the AGM.
Meetings held during 2010-2011:

7 executive meetings, 5 delegates|’ meetings and 2 special committee meetings. 
Matters were also discussed by phone with executive members throughout the year on a regular basis. Business was handled by e-mail on a daily basis.
Summary of Activities
Saturday, June 5, 2010   Gave radio interview regarding UCC Montreal and its future plans, for “Ukrajinskyj Chas” (conducted immediately following the 2010 AGM meeting).
Wednesday, June 9, 2010  Participated in UCC National Teleconference call, conducted with UCC board member representatives across Canada. 

     Main Issue:   The worrisome current state of affairs in Ukraine, a draft memorandum (Engaging Ukraine) was prepared and distributed by UCC National, outlining the direction to be taken by National UCC and its member branches and organizations. This was discussed, changes and other additions suggested. A request was made for further feedback from local UCC with a final version to be adopted. 
       Montreal’s participants also included Marika Putko, member of the National Holodomor Awareness Committee and Prof. Roman Serbyn, representing UVAN Canada.  Draft was sent to presidents of all Montreal organizations, asking them for their input. Ukraine’s present situation is being monitored.
June 25-27, 2010   Attended Board Meeting in Winnipeg with UCC National Board of Directors, UCC branch representatives, committee chairs and trustees.  This final Board meeting was devoted to planning the Triennial Congress in November 2010, to be held in Edmonton. Branch reports were presented.
      Friday, June 25, reception and networking, hosted by Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz at Winnipeg City Hall.  Representatives of the Winnipeg Ukrainian community and UCC National delegates were present. Montreal president extended greetings to Mayor Katz on behalf of UCC Montreal.  
       Friday evening, a reception in honor of the newly appointed UCC national executive director, Taras Zalucky (UCC office, Ottawa).  An opportunity to meet and speak with him on behalf of UCC Montreal.                                                                         
     Saturday and Sunday, discussion of the various reports presented by UCC National committees: Holodomor education, internment, Canada-Ukraine, other.

     Saturday evening, the 70th anniversary of UCC National was marked with a Banquet.  UCC National honored several individuals for their outstanding contributions to furthering Ukrainian-Canadian issues such as WWI internment and Holodomor.

Tuesday, July 8, 2010   Attended on behalf of UCC Quebec Provincial Council the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre construction launch at La Ferme near Amos, Quebec. The Centre to be completed by December 2010.  (But opening postponed to June or fall 2011.)
   Gave brief greetings at the official, by invitation-only launch of the Centre.  Traveled by bus. Also present, from Edmonton, was Andrij Haldyshevsky, president of Shevchenko Foundation and member of negotiating team with the Federal Government, which finally recognized the unjust internment.    Representatives of the municipal, provincial and federal governments were present. Spirit Lake internment site was the 2nd largest in Canada, with over 60 families taken from Montreal’s St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Friday, July 9, 2010  Interviewed by producer Simon Kouklewsky regarding the Spirit Lake internment project, for “Ukrainskyj Chas” radio.   Also interviewed was James Slobodian, chairperson of the Spirit Lake Internment Project. The project is partially supported by a major grant from the Canadian WWI Internment Recognition Fund under the Shevchenko Foundation, as well as others. (UCC Montreal is assisting the realization and completion of the Spirit Lake internment project, which will give visibility to this issue and the early history of Ukrainians, throughout Quebec and Canada.)
Thursday, July 15/ Friday, July 23/ Thursday, Aug. 19   Had meetings with members of the KYK banquet committee, regarding the organization of the 19th annual UCC Independence Banquet (meeting held at air-conditioned Dunkin Donuts due to summer heat wave). Most of the banquet’s organizational details were handled by phone or by email.

Sunday, August 29, 2010   Montreal UCC held a very successful 19th Annual Independence Banquet coupled with the marking of 70th anniversary of UCC National.  Guest speaker, Pavlo Grod (from Toronto), president of UCC National. Held at “Dim Molodi”. Also present were Deputy of Rosemount, Louise Beaudoin; Hon. James Bezan, M.P.; President of Ukrainian World Congress, Evhen Czolij.  Special UCC National award and certificates were presented by National UCC president Pavlo Grod  to Louise Beaudoin, Marika Putko, Prof. Roman Serbyn and Yurij Luhovy.   Evening’s MC was Yurko Kulyckyj.   Interview for “Ukrajinskyj Chas”.  Banquet committee head, Marika Putko; program committee head, Bohdanna Hawryliuk. All who helped/volunteers were acknowledged in the banquet program booklet. Over 160 attended. (Wrote articles in newspapers about the event.) Evening was also videotaped.
September 11, 2010 Prepared greetings on behalf of UCC for the 11th annual Montreal Ukrainian Festival booklet - distribution 10,000.  The festival is organized by the St.Volodomyr Society and their team of volunteers.                                           
        Set up the annual UCC information table on Holodomor, internment and various UCC events, all day Saturday.  (Submitted an article in the Festival Booklet regarding the  upcoming official opening of Spirit Lake Centre.)
      Special thanks to Pavlo Showhaniuk, Roman Karpishka, Nadia Serbyn, Marika Putko for their assistance at UCC’s Festival Information Table.

     Mr. Taras Zalucky, executive director of UCC National, attended from Ottawa, and shared the UCC information table throughout the day.

July-August:  Assisted in seeking out Holodomor survivors living in Montreal, at the request of Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre (UCRDC) in Toronto.  UCRDC is searching for and filming remaining survivors across Canada to further awareness of the 1932-1933 famine-genocide in Soviet Ukraine. Interviews scheduled to be conducted in Montreal by Ariadna Ochrymovych August  23-25, were postponed to October 2010.

August to November 2010:  Assisted James Slobodian, as his Montreal contact person, regarding the Spirit Lake Internment  Interpretive Centre’s  for-public only opening, to be later followed by the official opening, at La Ferme, Nortern Quebec. 
July 2010:  Card sent by Bohdanna Hawryluk, on behalf of UCC, to the former mayor of Town of Mont Royal, Mrs.Vera Danyluk, upon hearing the sad news of her quickly deteriorating health and wishing her a speedy recovery.

August 2010: Interview conducted with Bohdanna Hawryluk, chair of UCC Cultural and Educational Committee regarding the upcoming annual UCC Independence banquet, by Simon Kouklewsky for “Ukrajinskyj Chas” radio.

August 20, 2010: The UCC executive unanimously voted to prepare and submit an application nominating Prof. Roman Serbyn for a Shevchenko Medal at the Triennial Congress, Nov. 2010. 

August 2010: Condolences were sent to National UCC president, Pavlo Grod, on the death of his brother, an active member of the Ukrainian community.

Wednesday, September 1, 2010  Attended BBQ with Prime Minister Stephen Harper as guest, at Des Sources Secondary School in Pierrefond-Dollard. Also attending were Marika Putko, Hryhorij Kowryha and Lina Gavrilov.

PARTICIPATION IN UCC NATIONAL TELECONFERENCES (As Member of Various Committees)
Sunday, September 12, 2010 - Teleconference regarding:  upcoming XXXIII UCC Triennial Congress in November, in Edmonton; the Shevchenko medal recipients; UCC National Youth award recipients; Ukraine and the arrest of historian Ruslan Zabilyj, 
as well as other pressing matters.                                                                               
Tuesday, September 14, 2010 – Teleconference call re: UCC National Holodomor Awareness 
Tuesday, September 21, 2010   - Teleconference call re: Holodomor UCC National Educational Committee with Valentina Kuryliw, UCC National chairperson. Also participating, Marika Putko representing UCC Montreal. Aim: to include Holodomor studies in the Education curriculum in all provinces.

      Valentina Kuryliw (from Toronto) will be meeting with UCC Montreal to inform our community about her work and progress made in other provinces with the Departments of Education.  

Monday, October 11, 2010 – UCC National teleconference re: UCC National School Committee 
Thursday, October 7, 2010  - Teleconference regarding UCC National Holodomor Awareness Committee. Topic: Holodomor and the Media. With Steve Andrusiak addressing community issues and concerns.

Tuesday, October  19, 2010  - Teleconference, UCC National Nomination Committee.

Sunday,  October 31, 2010    -Teleconference, UCC National Nomination Committee

Tuesday, December 7, 2010  - Teleconference, UCC National with newly elected UCC Board of Directors

Sunday, February 6, 2011      - Teleconference, UCC National

Thursday, February 10, 2011  - Teleconference, UCC National Holodomor Education Committee. Also participating: Prof. Roman Serbyn and Marika Putko.

Thursday, February 10, 2011  - Teleconference, UCC National School Committee. Also participating: Lesia Prystupa-Shwec, head of Montreal Ukrainian School Board.

Saturday, April 16, 2011 – Teleconference, UCC Board of Directors regarding many important issues: Canadian Human Rights Museum, committee reports, branch reports etc.  Also participating were Prof. Roman Serbyn (UVAN) and Evhen Czolij (president, Ukrainian World Congress).

Thursday, April 28 –-Teleconference regarding Ukrainian Schools. Also participating were Lesia Prystupa Shwec, Mrs. Irena Pawliw, Dobrdijka Liudmyla Popowych.

Saturday, November 6, 2010   - Meeting in Edmonton of UCC National Nominating Committee, finalizing nominations.

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 - Teleconference of the UCC National 120th Anniversary of Ukrainian Immigration to Canada Commemorative Committee. Discussed the organization and coordination of events marking this anniversary across Canada. Also participating: Marika Putko.
Monday, June 13, 2011  - Teleconference, UCC National Internment Committee. Other participants from Quebec: James Slobodian, Marika Putko.
Wednesday, June 22, 2011 - Teleconference, UCC’s 120th Commemorative Committee
Thursday, September 15, 2011  - Teleconference, UCC National Holodomor Awareness Committee. Also participating, Marika Putko.                                                        
Wednesday, September 21, 2011  Teleconference, UCC National committee on 120th Anniversary of Ukrainian Immigration to Canada. Also participating Marika Putko.
Wednesday, September 22, 2010    UCC Montreal was represented by Marika Putko at the Ukrainian Embassy in Ottawa, marking the 19th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed Independence. (By invitation only annual event.)                         
Sunday, September 26, 2010 – Montreal Branch screened the Premiere of the award-winning, English version of the historical documentary film Bereza Karutzka, produced and directed by Yurij Luhovy. The event was co-sponsored with the Shevchenko Scientific Society (NTSh) of Montreal, held at SUM Kafe. 
      The screening also marked the 80th anniversary of the Pacification of Western Ukraine. Special thank you to NTSh president, Prof. Luba Zuk, UCC Cultural Chairperson Bohdanna Hawryluk, as well as, Bohdan Klemchuk and Stephan Czolij. (Article appeared in the Ukrainian press.)  Many members of the Montreal community were imprisoned in Bereza Kartuzka (1934-1939).
        The Bereza Kartuzka documentary won three international awards.

October 20-24, 2010      Wrote congratulatory greetings sent to Ukrainian Women’s Organization of Olha Basarab (OYK) and the Ukrainian National Federation of Canada regarding their 36th National Convention held in Montreal, October, 2010.  Was included in their official Convention booklet. Banquet guest speaker was the Hon. Justin Trudeau, M.P. (presented him with the book Ukrainian Experience in Quebec and the internment documentary Freedom Had A Price). Delivered greetings on behalf of UCC at the Banquet.
November 20, 2010   Wrote congratulatory greetings on behalf of UCC Montreal for the  Father Josaphat Jean Foundation’s 47th Annual Banquet and presentation of scholarships Awards. (printed in the Foundation scholarship booklet). Guest speaker was Mr. James Temerty.
    UCC Montreal was represented by Pavlo Showhaniuk (the president was out of province.)
October, 2010  Sent condolences  on behalf of UCC Montreal on the passing of Vera Danyluk, former mayor of Town of Mount Royal.

October 24 to November 2, 2010 – Montreal UCC supported, with the Quebec Jewish Congress and The Jewish Public Library, an Exhibit of Documentary Photography on the Famine Relief in Ukraine 1921-1923, at the Jewish Public Library.  One hundred photographs collected by Prof. Roman Serbyn. ,Prof. Serbyn delivered a talk on the  1921-1923 Famine. (Article appeared in The Ukrainian Weekly, Jan. 2, 2011.  
October 30, Saturday, 2010   Sent congratulatory greetings on behalf of UCC (published in the anniversary booklet) to Zhinocha Lanka of Liudmyla Starytska-Cherniakhivska (1960-2010) on their 50th anniversary banquet at Ukrainian Youth    
 Centre/Dim Molodi, marking five decades of work in support of youth.   UCC delegates to the event were the president and past president.

November 5 - 7, 2010   Delegate to Triennial Congress UCC National in Edmonton.
Shevchenko Medal presented to Prof. Roman Serbyn 
Youth Award recipient, Adriana Luhova                                                                 
November 7, 2010  Montreal UCC marked “Lystopadove Sviato” – organized by cultural-educational chairperson, Bohdanna Hawryluk. Guest speaker Stephan Balacko.
Saturday, November 27, 2010  Montreal Branch held Annual Holodomor Commemoration at St. Sofia Cathedral organized by Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk, cultural-educational chairperson. 
     Commemoration included “Soborna Panakhyda “and “Svichka Pamiati”.  Guest speaker: Prof. Roman Serbyn.  Various special guests, including the advisor to Minister of Immigration, Citizenship and Multiculturalism; journalist from Romanian community TV and Brazilian TV.  Guest performer, Iaroslav Dzus, bandurist from Kyiv. 
     Submitted article about UCC’s commemoration.  (Appeared in “Homin Ukrainy”, “Ukrajinskyj Holos”, “Novyj Shliakh” and other papers.)
    Gave an interview for Ukrainian Time radio program.

Sunday, Nov 28,  2010  As part of UCC Montreal’s Holodomor Remembrance, the Shevchenko Scientific Society (NTSh) Montreal organized a talk by Dr. Daria Darewych, president of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in Canada, and professor of art history at York University, Toronto at Dim Molodi.  Topic: “Zobrazhennia Holodomoru v Obrazotvorchomu Mystetstvi Poza Mezhamy Ukrajiny”. President of NTSh Montreal is Prof. Luba Zuk.
November 25, 2010  Attended the Intercultural Dialogue Institute annual dinner at Mount Royal Centre downtown. Guest speaker: Dr. Jack Jedwab, Executive Director, Association for Canadian Studies. Topic: “Quebec One Big Family” – regarding dialogue, diversity and multiculturalism in Montreal. 
     Representatives from various cultural groups, including the Mayor of Montreal and Montreal media were present.

November 30, 2010   Attended Holodomor Commemoration Ceremony organized by Embassy of Ukraine in Canada and The Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group at Government Conference Centre, Ottawa (by invitation only event).     Among the speakers were Hon. Jason Kenney; His Excellency, Dr. Ihor Ostash; Hon. Michael Ignatieff; Hon. Raynell Andreychuk; Bernard Bigra, M.P. (Bloc Quebecois); Peggy Nash (NDP); Evhen Czolij (president WCU); Pavlo Grod (president UCC National) and others. About 10 persons attended from Montreal.

January 23, 2011 Montreal Branch marked 92nd anniversary of “Sviato Sobornosty” (1919 -2011). Commemorated annually.  Held at Dim Molodi.  Performers: Oksana Kotskovych, Vera Turko-Kulycka, Arsen Hnatiuk, Oksana Shtyk and Bohdanna    
Klecor-Hawryluk. Guest speaker: Prof. Roman Serbyn. Prepared article which appeared in Ukrainian newspapers.
January 28, 2011  - Attended book launch of Bloodlands by Timothy Snyder of Yale University at McGill. Following the talk, visited, on behalf of UCC, the one-week long Holodomor exhibit organized by the McGill Ukrainian Students’ Association (MUSA) at the library. Congratulated the students for their effort. (Article in New Pathway, Feb. 24, 2011)                                                                                    
Sunday, January 30, 2011  Attended UNF/OYK traditional “Kutia” and gave greetings on behalf of UCC Montreal. Submitted article to New Pathway. (Appeared Feb. 2011.) 

Sunday, February 6, 2011  Attended celebration luncheon in honour of Sister Lavrentia’s 50 years of dedication and work. Held at Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Organizing committee chairperson:  Bohdanna Hawryluk. Over 160 parishioners and guests present.

Sunday, February 13, 20 and 27, 2011  UCC premiered the newly re-mastered (from 16mm) historical documentary Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945 at St. Michael’s Church to mark the 120th anniversary of Ukrainians in Canada.  Film depicts the early development of Ukrainian communities in Montreal and Quebec. Also shown at 

St. Basil-Prosvita Lachine and St. Sophia churches, respectively. Filmmaker Yurij Luhovy was present and spoke about the difficulties in making this documentary in the 1970’s. (Most of those interviewed about the early beginnings of the Montreal and Quebec community have since passed away.) An important historical document .
Tuesday, March 8, 2011  Participated in special teleconference regarding support for the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre in Amos, Quebec.  Installment of exhibit to be completed in 2011.  The official public opening to include representatives from organizations in Montreal.  Chairperson of Camp Spirit Lake Board, James Slobodian, has been working intensively on the project for the last three years (i.e. construction of the museum/centre and exhibit).

         UCC Montreal has provided support, cooperation and assistance to Camp Spirit Lake Board of Directors and the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre project,     throughout the year. This project has been 10 years in the making. UCC has tried to assist the Centre to overcome many difficult hurdles.  Spirit Lake internment camp was the second largest internment site during Canada’s First Internment Operations 1914-1920.   60 families were taken from St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Montreal. This Centre has great significance for all Quebecers.
March 21, 2011  Was Montreal’s contact person in helping to organize the Annual Syrnick Journalism Award (sponsored by Shevchenko Foundation). Presentation was held at the McGill Faculty Club in Montreal. Award given to journalist, Frederick Lavoie of LaPresse, for his articles on Ukraine. Over 100 representatives from various Montreal organizations attended. Videotape of  event is found on the UCC National website.
October to December 2010  Jury member on the national selection committee for the Syrnick Journalism Award. Process took many months. Several teleconferences were held with the jury members from across Canada and the committee’s chairperson Dr. Christine Turkewych of Toronto.
December 1, 2010  Executive member Prof. Roman Serbyn attended special remembrance service in honor of Vera Danyluk, the late Town of Mount Royal Mayor.

Sunday, March 13, 2011  Held the annual UCC Taras Shevchenko Concert “Shevchenkivske Sviato” at Dim Molodi, organized by Bohdanna Hawryluk.  Guest speaker: Orest Pawliw. M.A.                           
Saturday, March 19th, 2011  Assisted the Ukrainian university students of Concordia and McGill to publicize the fundraising project “Help Us Help the Children” held at Loyola College, in aid of Ukrainian orphan children in Ukraine.

Sent greetings marking the 100th anniversary of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church on behalf of UCC Montreal. Event to be officially celebrated October 29 and 30, 2011.
April 26, 2011  Held commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster: “Soborna Panakhyda” at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church. Organized by UCC Cultural Chair, Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk. Program included short presentation by Mitrat Oleh Korecky. (Prepared article with photos. Appeared in New Pathway, Ukrainian Weekly, America. Photos on UCC Montreal web site.)
May 12, 2011  UCC Montreal president thanked The Vydubychi Choir of Ukraine for their magnificent concert at the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Montreal, marking the 120th anniversary of Ukrainians in Canada.  Opening welcome by Rev. Dr. Ihor Kutash; closing remarks by Evhen Czolij, president of WCU.

June, 2010   Montreal branch president was invited to join the seven-member UCC Nomination Committee set into motion for the election of the new Board of Directors to take place at the Triennial Congress, in Edmonton, November 2010.
June 3, 2011 Attended the annual Montreal Ukrainian Festival Fundraising Event organized by the St. Volodymyr Cultural Society at the EV Building, Concordia University. Representatives of various Montreal Ukrainian organizations were present.
June 15, 2011 Held the Montreal Premiere of the English version of the historical feature documentary, Genocide Revealed by filmmaker Yuij Luhovy.  Film winner of 12 international awards, including Best Historical Film and Best Documentary.  Narrated by Graham Greene. Voice overs by Jill Hennessy and Lubomir Mykytiuk. Screened at Dim Molodi. Proceeds towards an Educational version (52mins) for schools. Special thanks for event assistance: Marika Putko, Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk, Andrij Dragan. 
June 24-25-26, 2011 Attended the UCC National Board of Directors Annual meeting held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Teleconference calls are held throughout the year, however, the UCC Board meets once annually.  Reports from National president and executive members, all UCC branches, provincial councils are presented.  National Committees also present their yearly reports, which are discussed. Long term project-planning put forth.
June 25, 2011 Public opening of the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre (La Ferme, Quebec).   Official opening with dignitaries and guests, at a later date.
June 25, 2011  Historical Train visits Montreal, marking the 120th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada 1891-2011, organized by the Ukraine Embassy in Ottawa. To travel across most of Canada. The Montreal stop over from Halifax, assisted by: Rev. Ihor Kutash, Oksana Gerych, Evhen Osidacz, Peter Rawski and initially, Marika Putko. UCC National did not officially co-sponsor this project, but local individuals/organizations assisted if they so decided.
June 26, 2011 UCC Montreal represented by Marika Putko at the official unveiling of the Taras Shevchenko Monument in Ottawa (donated by sculptor Leo Mol of Winnipeg) which took place on the grounds of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine. Architect of the base is Prof. Radoslav Zuk. The  ceremony included the participation of community, political and religions leaders. Buses went from Montreal.
July 12, 2011 Held organizational committee meeting for the 20th Annual Independence banquet. Committee: Marika Putko (head), Bohdanna Hawryluk (cultural programme head), as well as other members. Names listed in the banquet programme booklet.
July-August, 2011  Montreal UCC was approached to assist Yurij Poklitar of Montreal to raise some funds to help send 2 young Montreal Ukrainian-Canadian National Judo champions to the World Judo Competition in Kyiv. Contacted the UCC National Sports Committee (R. Roman, chair) in this matter.

August 2, 2011  Sent letter to His Excellency Ambassador Ihor Ostash in Ottawa on the completion of his term in Canada. 
August 18, 2011 Found individual to render a same-day translation into French for UCC National,  after contacting numerous possibilities for UCC’s press release deadline.   
August 23, 2011 Participated in National Black Ribbon Day, annual day of remembrance for the victims of Communism and Nazism in Europe. November 2009, a resolution unanimously passed in Canada’s Parliament to mark this day. An ecumenical service in Montreal was held at Our Lady Gate of Dawn. UCC worked with the Honorary Consul of  Lithuania in Montreal. Father Ihor Oshchipko recited a prayer, representing the Ukrainian community, Oksana Kotskovitch sang the Ukrainian National Anthem.  
Many communities were represented. (Submitted article which appeared in Ukrainian newspapers.)
September 1, 2011  Held UCC’s Annual Independence Banquet marking the 20th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence, at Dim Molodi, preceded by a cocktail reception. Guest speaker: Askold Lozynsky, president, International Conference of Ukrainian Organizations. Greetings:  Evhen Czolij, president of the World Congress of Ukrainians, and the Honorary consul of Lithuania in Montreal.  The evening was videotaped.  Submitted coverage which appeared in Ukrainian newspapers.  Head of banquet committee: Marika Putko.  Head of program committee: Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk. A cocktail reception preceded the banquet.
September 10, 2011  Set up UCC information table during the Annual Montreal Ukrainian Festival.  Joined by Taras Zalucky, executive director of UCC National and Olena Reshitnyk of Ottawa, in sharing information with the public. (Submitted several articles to the Festival programme booklet.) Chairperson of the Festival was Christine Kozak; Marika Putko assisted with the VIP tent. Another great festival success!
Fall, 2011   Continued work in support of the official opening of Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre in La Ferme, near Amos Quebec. This is the first internment interpretive Centre to open in Canada. Coverage has appeared in various newspapers. Many Ukrainians were taken from Montreal to be unjustly interned in Sprit Lake. 
   After the Centre was opened to the general public end of June, 2011, it received 1,000 visitors in 33 days. By September, almost 2,000 visitors. The Centre will remain open all year round.
January, 2011   Launch of new UCC Montreal web site designed by MD MBA McGill student, Artem Luhovy.   Updated every month. The domain name registration is registered as “uccmontreal.org” for 5 years from 2011-01-02 until 2016.  Our site is linked with UCC National: with links to web sites of Montreal organizations and with all the UCC branch web sites across Canada.

Montreal Youth/ students   UCC Montreal deems it important and necessary to keep in contact with and engage the McGill University Ukrainian Students’ Association  (MUSA) and the Concordia Ukrainian Students’ Union (CUSU).   University students from Montreal were delegates to the XXXIII Triennial UCC National Congress held in Edmonton.  MUSA organized a one-week Holodomor exhibit at the McLennon Library in 2011, and also a showing of the internment documentary Freedom Had a Price anticipating the opening of Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre in Amos, Quebec. Articles regarding their activity appeared in newspapers.
Communications  (UCC Montreal and its member organizations):   Information/articles were e-mailed regularly regarding issues affecting Ukrainian-Canadians or  developments in Ukraine to all UCC delegates, requesting them in turn, to inform their members. (Many thanks to our secretary, Olena Kulishova, for her assistance.)                       
Future projects/Participation:
October 14, 2011 Will send representation to the UCC National gala banquet in Toronto for  presentation of the Shevchenko Medal to Prime Minister Harper.
October 24, 2011  Participation in Ukrainian Day on the Hill, Ottawa.

Fall 2011  UCC Round Table: “Past, Present and Future of  Montreal Community”.

Fall 2011  Official Opening of Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre.

A very special thank you to:  Marika Putko, Bohdanna Klecor Hawryluk,  Olena Kulishova,  Yurko Kulycky for their many hours of dedicated work throughout the year.  As well as to: Andrij Dragan, Pavlo Showhaniuk, Prof. Roman Serbyn, Lina Gavrilova, Artem Luhovy, Evhen Czolij, Yurij Luhovy, Andij Mazeppa, Roman Karpishka.         
A sincere thank you to: 1) Caisse Polulaire Ukainienne Desjardins (Kasa) for their financial support to UCC Montreal branch. This ensures ongoing projects throughout the year.  2) the Ukrainian Youth Association, SUM and “Dim Molodi” for their consistent generous financial support 3) the Ukrainian National Federation, Montreal branch for their donation to help partially cover costs of press/information kits associated with the Holodomor Bill in Quebec City, and their donation towards a reception at the Montreal premiere of the feature documentary Genocide Revealed  4) “Plast” Ukrainian Youth Association for allowing UCC to hold their delegate meetings in their Plast building on Dandurand, at no charge 5) to the church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin for office use 6) St. Sophia church for use of their hall for UCC events  7) Simon Kouklewsky and “Ukrjinskyj Chas” radio program.   UCC is most grateful to all.
Special Recognition:
    James Slobodian of Rouyn Noranda (member of the UCC Montreal executive from Northern Quebec) for his work and that of his hardworking team of volunteers in organizing the Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre.  This important Centre draws attention to the history of early Ukrainian pioneers in Quebec which coincides with the 120th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada this year.

Acknowledgement:
 The generous donation of the late Mr. Stefan Pauchok, made to the National UCC in Winnipeg, to cover UCC Montreal’s yearly membership fees.  Mr. Pauchok stipulated that the Montreal Branch’s fee is to be annually withdrawn for years to come from his donated sum. For his generosity and vision, we truly thank him.
Recommendations:

UCC Montreal delegates unable to attend UCC meetings be replaced with an alterative. This will improve communication of information to member organizations, if delegate is unable to attend.  Communication is highly important.

     Additional members from UCC Montreal should be added to the various UCC National committees for participation in the teleconference call-meetings throughout the year.

     Montreal member organizations should plan well ahead and make every effort to send a delegate to the next Triennial UCC National Congress 2013. Resolutions should be considered in advance.  More Montreal organizations should have sent delegates in the 2010 Congress.

      Montreal UCC’s e-mail list should be expanded to include individual members of organizations as well as delegates.  This will ensure that a broader section of the community will receive information/invitations on an ongoing basis. 

       The Spirit Lake Internment Interpretive Centre at La Ferme (only 350 miles north of Montreal) should be supported and visited.  It is open all year round.                   
       A list of volunteer/contacts should be compiled of persons willing to help with specific tasks (eg. translation into French) often to be done at the last minute.  We have many talented and professional persons in various areas, but no list and contact numbers to fall back on quickly when needed.

      UCC Montreal should revisit the late Prof. Yarema Kelebay’s efforts to create one Ukrainian center in Montreal, with all organizations having their space.
In Memoriam/Vichna Yim Pamyat’
     It is with great sorrow we remember the passing of the many community members that for decades dedicated themselves to the development of Montreal’s Ukrainian community or made significant contributions to the community. We mention some of those that passed away this past year. 
   Mr. Ivan Zajec (served many years on UCC executive); Mr. Ivan Dykyj (served many years as treasurer), Natalka Strilecka (worked in the UCC office and UCC executive); Vera Danyluk, former mayor of Town of Mont Royal; Lidia Ann Dragan, B.C.L, D.D.N. (first woman graduate to be admitted to the Chambre des Notaires du Quebec); Mr. Petro Hawryluk.  
    May they always be part of our community’s historical memory. 
Respectfully,

Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova              
-----------------------------------------------------
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