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PRESS RELEASE 

FROM:  Calgary Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC)   

For Immediate Release: Sunday, January 26, 2014 

 

UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY IN CALGARY 

IN SUPPORT OF THE PROTESTERS IN UKRAINE   
 

CALGARY – The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) Calgary Branch condemns the actions of Ukraine’s 

President Victor Yanukovych, who signed a series of laws that curb freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 

the right to legal due process and freedom of association; severely curtailing civil liberties and political rights in 

Ukraine. 

 

Watching in dismay as the government of Ukraine begins to attack its own people, Ukrainian-Canadians stand 

in unity with their brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 

 

In protest of recent events in Kyiv and throughout Ukraine, the Ukrainian Canadian community in Calgary has 

organized a peaceful rally, in support of the Ukrainian people in their struggle against a criminal regime that has 

violated their basic human rights.  

  

We invite Calgarians to join us at Olympic Plaza in support of the oppressed in Ukraine. 

  

Details: 

Sunday, January 26, 2014 

4:00 PM 

Olympic Plaza  

 

Program:  

 

 Moment of silence for the victims who have died in Kyiv, Ukraine during the violent attacks on the 

EuroMaidan. 

 Statements from the Ukrainian Canadian community. 

 

For more information please contact Halya Wilson  ucc.update@shaw.ca or call 403-512-2263. 



Background on Ukrainian Laws signed by President Yanukovych 

Among other provisions, the new laws provide for the following amendments to Ukrainian legislation: 

  

 State may take the decision to ban Internet access; 

 Criminalization for libel targeting media for criticizing government officials, up to two years in jail; 

 Blocking government buildings, up to five years in jail; 

 Up to 15 days arrest for unauthorized installation of tents, stages and sound equipment; 

 Up to 10 days arrest for participation in peaceful gatherings wearing a mask, helmet or other means of 

covering one’s face; 

 Groups of more than 5 cars driving together require permission from the Ministry of Interior Affairs, 

otherwise, the drivers face loss of license and vehicle for up to two years; 

 A broad definition of “extremist activities” adopted disallows NGOs and churches from engaging in 

support of civil protests. 

 Allowing trial and sentencing in absentia of individuals, including prison terms, in cases where the 

person refuses to appear in court and when criminal proceedings in absence of such person are 

pronounced possible; 

 Blocking access to residential buildings, up to six years in jail 

 Gathering and disseminating information about Berkut (Ukraine’s special security force), judges or their 

families, up to 2 years in jail; 

 MPs may be stripped of immunity by a simple majority vote in Ukraine’s Parliament (the Verkhovna 

Rada) thereby allowing initiation of criminal proceedings, detention or arrest with such cases no longer 

requiring prior review by the relevant Parliamentary Committee; 

 Amnesty from prosecution previously adopted by the Verkhovna Rada and granted to peaceful 

protestors who participated in protests since November 21, 2013 has now been extended to also exempt 

from punishment those who committed crimes against protestors, including Berkut and other law 

enforcement officials; 

 NGOs that accept foreign funds must include in their title the term “civic organizations that fulfills the 

functions of a foreign agent” and face high scrutiny, additional tax and regulatory measures. 

 


