
 

 

RE: Emergency Debate Transcript and Motion Approved by House of Commons 

Please find attached the transcript from the Emergency Debate which took place in the House of 

Commons yesterday, January 27, 2014 regarding the Situation in Ukraine.  In addition, the following 

motion was approved unanimously by the House of Commons yesterday:  

Text of a motion tabled by Conservative MP James Bezan and passed in the  
House of Commons Monday, Jan. 27, 2014: 

That this House: 
  
Condemns the draconian law that was adopted in Ukraine on January 17, 2014 that severely limits the 
right of Ukrainians to peacefully organize, assemble or protest; 
 
Recognizes that such a law undermines freedom and democracy in Ukraine; 
 
Condemns the Ukrainian government’s use of violence and threats of legal action against the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church for helping peaceful protesters; 
 
Expresses condolences to the friends and families of those who lost their lives at the hands of the 
Ukrainian security forces on January 21, 2014; 
 
Calls upon the Ukrainian government to bring those responsible for these acts of violence and 
repression to justice; 
 
Continues to call for Ukrainian security forces and government to refrain from the use of violence and 
respect the people of Ukraine’s right of peaceful protest; 
  
Urges the Government of Canada, in collaboration with like-minded nations, to consider all options, 
including sanctions,  to ensure that the democratic space in Ukraine is protected; 
 
And that this House stands united with the Ukrainian people, who believe in freedom, democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law. 
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EMERGENCY DEBATE 

[S. O. 52] 

(1830) 

[English] 

Situation in Ukraine 

The Speaker:   

 The House will now proceed to the consideration of a motion to adjourn the House for the 

purpose of discussing a specific and important matter requiring urgent consideration, namely the 

situation in Ukraine.  

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC)   

     moved: 

That the House do now adjourn. 

 He said: Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing this very important debate this evening. It is of 

urgency, not only and specifically to the Ukrainian people but also to the very strong, committed 

Ukrainian diaspora here in Canada.  

 Our government is very engaged in closely monitoring what is happening in Ukraine. We are 

consulting with our allies intimately in weighing all options, including sanctions. However, we need to be 

precise in our actions. That is the most important thing, because if we are not precise, ordinary 

Ukrainians will potentially be hurt by what we and other governments and our allies do. 

 I thank the Prime Minister for supporting this emergency debate. He said recently that Canada 

stands with the Ukrainian people during this difficult time and will continue to forcefully oppose all 

efforts to repress their rights and freedoms. In fact, our Minister of Foreign Affairs went to Maidan 

himself last month as well as speaking to his counterpart in Ukraine, expressing Canada's outrage about 

what is going on in Ukraine today, the killing, the intimidation of religious groups, the repealing of 

human rights and the Orwellian imposition of draconian laws. 

 I also had the opportunity to be in Ukraine in December, where I was observing the re-run 

elections and where I also had the opportunity to walk to Maidan on two different occasions. It was a 

tremendous opportunity to see how peaceful the protesters were, how well organized they were, and 

what their goals were in relation to the Ukrainian people. 

 This is a peaceful group of people who just want to reach out to their government and express 

the will of the majority of Ukrainians, that they would like to have closer association with the EU, a 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203088
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203055
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/78738?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170677?publicationDate=2014/01/27
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closer association with Europe. All they are asking for is the ability to choose their own fate, but what 

has often happened in Ukraine and is happening right now is the insidious creep of tyranny. This is 

something that concerns me, because we have seen it among repressive and authoritarian governments 

in other places in the world in the past. Ukraine has endured a bad time. 

     Mr. Speaker, I am splitting my time with the member for Selkirk—Interlake. 

    The people of Ukraine would like to be able to move in that direction, but these draconian laws 

are stifling human rights. Following peaceful demonstrations the state is now applying violence where 

numbers of people, somewhere between seven and ten key leaders of the opposition movement, have 

turned up dead with evidence of torture on their bodies. 

     We have seen all over YouTube the videos of protesters being stripped, humiliated, beaten, shot 

with rubber bullets. We have seen journalists particularly targeted by rubber bullets to the head. This is 

an effort to stifle communications and opposition groups' ability to coordinate across the country. This is 

absolutely horrific, something that we cannot possibly fathom. 

     We saw the case of Tetyana Chornovil, someone who was run off the road, beaten senseless 

until she was believed to be dead and then abandoned. Fortunately, she survived the attack to tell her 

tale, and of course there is evidence from the webcam she had in her car. People have been arrested in 

connection with that. This situation is dramatic and ongoing, and we must fight tooth and nail against it 

and stand with the people of Ukraine, who only desire peace, freedom and democracy, just as any 

family in Canada would like. They want some prosperity and the ability to have a future, hope and 

options in their country. 

     That is what the EU provides. The EU provides options. It is not one or the other. It is something 

that is being imposed by external factors.  

  (1835)   

     We in Canada have the NAFTA agreement and CETA. We have trade negotiations going on with 

other nations, and that is only healthy. It provides our nation with job building and economic 

opportunity and options that help not only to grow our own economy but also the economies of the 

other nations that we have agreements with. That is all the Ukrainians are asking for. It should not be 

one or the other, but the situation is being artificially and externally applied to them. 

     In fact, we recently saw Russia drop the price of Ukrainian gas dramatically. I said in our take 

note debate on December 10 that with one word from Mr. Putin the price of gas would drop, and lo and 

behold a week later it was dropped. That may not have been anything I said but it is definitely curious to 

me that it happened very quickly. As well Russia propped up Ukraine with the promise of $15 billion for 

its bonds. This is artificially applied pressure and something that unfortunately has led to a very serious 

and deteriorating situation in Ukraine, where protestors are now lying dead because live ammunition 

has been used against them. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170657?publicationDate=2014/01/27
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     There is also the issue of the repression of religious freedom. We have done something 

concrete. The Minister of Foreign Affairs dispatched our Ambassador for Religious Freedom, Andrew 

Bennett, to Ukraine over the weekend for him to investigate. The ambassador has reported back that a 

tremendous amount of oppression is going on. 

     This is a very dangerous precedent. The minister of culture in Ukraine has threatened the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic church with dissolution. The last time that happened was in the 1940s when 

Joseph Stalin also threatened it with dissolution. This is harking back to very dark days that we thought 

we had moved past in Ukraine. Ukrainians do not deserve the kind of authoritarian template that is 

being imposed on them today, after two decades of seeking to improve their economy, to strengthen 

their democracy and to open up their economic options so that all people of Ukraine can benefit from 

that. 

     There is a set of elites in Ukraine dictating policy for their own selfish interests. They are 

subordinating the will and the prosperity of their fellow Ukrainian citizens to their own selfish interests. 

They are very few in number in Ukraine. This is a dangerous precedent because this will become a 

regime and then the benefits for a few will always outweigh the benefits for the majority. That cannot 

happen. Canada must stand with the Ukrainian people. We support their drive for freedom and 

democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and balanced justice and gender equality. 

     Ukrainians are not asking for much. They are just asking for the same things that we enjoy here 

in this country and that any western democracy enshrines in its own codes. This is something that the 

Ukrainian people now deserve and it is something that we have to help them achieve. 

     We will always condemn the horrible use of violence against the protestors in Ukraine. 

    We also note the crucial role played by the clergy and the faithful in the Ukrainian Greek 

Catholic church and other religious leaders with whom we are encouraging dialogue. 

     We have a lot of work to do, but this is not all bad. A lot of the pressure that we are putting on 

Ukraine and its leaders right now has had some positive results. Tomorrow, Baroness Catherine Ashton 

will be working with Ukraine to bring forward a plan. Right now, the government is working with 

opposition members and is crafting a plan. 

      All of that is positive. However, we have yet to see the proof in all of this. We remain somewhat 

skeptical but optimistic. However, this government will retain its pressure on Ukrainian leaders. We will 

remain vocal. We will remain committed to the people of Ukraine. We will stand side by side with them 

until they achieve their goals of freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

  (1840)   

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his intervention. He gave a good overview of recent 

events in Ukraine. He talked passionately about his own point of view. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170677?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203063
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     What we are grappling with now, and will be during this debate, is how to respond. Things are 

changing on the ground. Things are fluid, as was noted, and will continue to change. 

     We hope that tomorrow will bring some sort of resolution from the diplomatic efforts we have 

see by Baroness Ashton and others. 

     Last week, I wrote to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and put forward a unanimous consent 

motion on Friday, which we eventually negotiated and saw the House pass today.  

   However, we wanted to see targeted sanctions. I think it is very clear, and I think my colleague 

will understand, that we really should have targeted sanctions on the leadership or people involved with 

what we have seen, the draconian laws and human rights abuses.  

    I would like to hear his point of view on that. Is it something he could agree to with us, that we 

have these targeted sanctions put in place? 

Mr. Ted Opitz:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for his support for the debate this evening. I think all 

members of the House are consumed with this. We all have constituents who are very concerned about 

what is going in Ukraine. 

     In responding to the hon. member, as I said in my remarks, our government is working very 

closely with all of our allies, the Americans, the EU, and others concerned in this regard.  

     In terms of targeted sanctions, they are definitely an option that is being considered, in 

accordance and in concert with our allies. 

    However, as I also said, it is crucial that when and if any of those options, including sanctions, 

are applied that they be applied with precision, so that the leadership and those being targeted are the 

ones affected and not innocent Ukrainian people. 

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, when the House adjourned for the Christmas season, I think one of the very final 

acts of official business that we conducted in the chamber was to debate the situation in Ukraine as it 

existed in early December. 

     At that time, in the debate, I raised, several times, this issue of targeted personal sanctions 

against Yanukovych and his inner circle, the need to apply pressure to encourage more democratic 

behaviour. 

     The government was not in a position to respond officially at that time back at the early part of 

December. However, it is now two months later and the situation has, sadly, deteriorated. The violence 

has become worse, and as the hon. member noted, even the Catholic Church is being threatened by 

certain actions by Yanukovych. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170677?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203065
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203067
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     I would like to ask this question, not in any provocative way, but in the sense of building 

consensus, moving forward and getting ready to deal with the situation, to make it clear to Yanukovych 

that the world is watching, that we care and that we take this very seriously. 

     What specifically has the government been able to do over the course of the last two months to 

get ready for the application of personal targeted sanctions? For example, have the assets been 

identified? Do we know where they are? Have we opened a dialogue with European countries and the 

Americans to ensure that we can act with precision and in concert to make these provisions effective 

against Yanukovych's inner circle? 

Mr. Ted Opitz:   

    Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his question and, again, for his engagement in this 

issue, which is very important to the Ukrainian community in Canada. 

     As I said, we are, and have been for quite some time now, deeply involved with our allies to 

coordinate all of our efforts to ensure that precise measures are applied. 

     Also, a lot has happened in two months. Absolutely. In fact, as late as today, as I have just 

pointed out, there is dialogue happening between the government and the opposition forces. There is 

dialogue happening with the UN Secretary-General, who has offered himself as mediator. There is 

dialogue happening with the EU, with Baroness Ashton, now interacting with Mr. Yanukovych and his 

government. 

     A lot of that has to do with the pressure that we laid on, including the very pointed discussion 

that the Minister of Foreign Affairs has had with his counterpart in Ukraine , as well from having called in 

the Ukrainian ambassador and expressing Canada's outrage to him about what is occurring in Ukraine. 

  (1845)   

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, dobry vechir. It is a pleasure to rise today to talk about the concerns that all of us 

have with respect to what is happening in the Ukraine, and everything that has transpired, especially 

over the past week. 

    I want to thank you for granting the request of my friend and colleague, the member for 

Etobicoke Centre, to have this emergency debate tonight. We want to make sure we are raising 

awareness in Canada of the deteriorating circumstances, which we see on the news every minute and 

hour, of everything that is transpiring on the streets of Maidan in Kiev, and other communities in the 

Ukraine. We also want to demonstrate to the people and the government of Ukraine that Canada's 

Parliament is strongly opposed to all of the actions it has taken. 

     I want to thank all members in the House for the unanimous passing of the motion that I moved 

earlier today. It was done with great collaboration and negotiations, amongst all political parties, to 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203075
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170677?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203082
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170886?publicationDate=2014/01/27
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come to a resolution that speaks to how we in Canada feel about the government of the Ukraine under 

the leadership of President Viktor Yanukovych, and the deterioration of civil rights, erosion of human 

rights, and the continued decline of democracy and the rule of law in Ukraine. 

     The motion we passed earlier today is that we condemn the draconian law that was passed on 

January 17. There was a small opportunity presented in the Ukraine earlier today, and we heard before 

the debate started tonight that the Yanukovych government is prepared to consider repealing that 

draconian law. We have to be careful here. Will it repeal the entire law that was passed, or only provide 

some cosmetic surgery to make it more appealing to us in the west without necessarily changing the 

way it is behaving, especially the way the Berkut, the riot police, are behaving on the streets of the 

Maidan. We want to make sure that what will be debated tomorrow in the Ukraine's parliament, the 

Verkhovna Rada, actually does repeal that entire piece of legislation, from the beginning to the last 

word in that act. That is what we want to see happen. 

     As I said in the motion that we agreed to earlier today, the Government of the Ukraine has to 

realize that the draconian law, which allows them to move forward with martial law, undermines 

freedom and democracy in the Ukraine. We must remember that Ukraine has lived under tyranny and 

dictatorship for most of the past several hundred years. It has only truly enjoyed freedom and 

democracy since it was able to peacefully proclaim independence in 1991. Here we are, almost 23 years 

later, and that democracy, which was so fragile, has been ruthlessly undermined by President Viktor 

Yanukovych and his government. 

     I was in Ukraine monitoring the presidential elections of 2010 when President Viktor 

Yanukovych won. I was back there in 2012 for the parliamentary elections. I can say that the people of 

Ukraine never voted for this type of governance. They want their voices to be heard. That is what the 

protests that have been taking place for the last two and a half months in Kiev and other cities are 

about. They are disappointed in their government. They are disappointed that it walked away from the 

European co-operative agreement and closer trade relationships with Europe. They are upset that the 

government of Ukraine continues to slide more and more, that it is becoming entrenched with the 

Russian government, that it is not acting as a free and independent country, and that it is quashing the 

civil liberties, rights and freedoms of everyone who lives in Ukraine.  

  (1850)   

     Earlier today, we all condemned the violence. We are saddened by the deaths that have 

occurred. We know there are hundreds of innocent protesters, many of whom have been targeted by 

using cellphones. Journalists have been specifically targeted, as have academics. As we often see in 

dictatorships and totalitarian regimes, those who are in power go after the intellects. These people have 

been imprisoned, and we have not heard from them. 

     We know about the people who were killed on the streets. At least two of them were killed by 

sniper fire. Despite this, we have not heard about the others who have been arrested. There are 

allegations that they have been tortured. 
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     We have not heard about what is happening with so many who were arrested in hospital. After 

some of the riots occurred on the streets of Kiev, people went to the hospital to get treatment. The 

police came in, arrested them and denied them treatment. Many of them were taken outside the city 

and dumped in the forest. We know of at least one death that resulted from that. 

     We want to express our condolences to the friends and families who have lost their loved ones. 

We saw one of the funerals yesterday and how everyone rallied around and proclaimed him a hero.  

     The Ukrainian government, and probably the International Criminal Court, has to look into what 

has occurred here. Those who are responsible for the violence and brutality against innocent activists 

have to be brought to justice. They have to face the consequences and be held to account. 

     We are going to continue to call on Ukraine. Tomorrow, in the Ukrainian parliament, MPs will 

have their debate and hopefully repeal that entire draconian law. However, the Ukrainian security 

forces have to be removed from the streets. They have to allow the people the chance to take a step 

back, evaluate the situation, and continue with their peaceful protests until the government respects 

their wishes. We have to see that happen. 

     A lot of questions are going to be asked tonight about what actions we can take as a nation. The 

Government of Canada is engaged with like-minded nations in Europe, as well as the United States and 

others, to bring an international resolution, one that can turn the tables on the current government to 

allow it to make the right decisions and start working toward a new election. It should make sure that 

the election laws it has been gerrymandering for the last two years are fixed so that Ukraine can have 

free and fair elections for the presidential elections at the end of this year. 

     There is a lot of work to be done. It has to be done on a diplomatic level. We are starting to see 

some of those diplomatic interventions coming to bear. Our ambassador of religious freedom, Andrew 

Bennett, is on the ground, looking at the whole issue of the attack on the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

Church and how it has been singled out and threatened for providing pastoral services to its 

parishioners and others who are on the street. 

     I am glad we were able to pass this resolution earlier today. I know that all of us stand united in 

solidarity with the people of Ukraine. We know that Canadian Ukrainians across the country are 

watching the events unfold very carefully. I have been providing a lot of advice, and I say to them and 

the people of Ukraine, Slava Ukraini. 

  (1855)   

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned before to previous speakers, this is something we want to work 

together on. We want to see action. 

     One of the things I talked about earlier was targeted sanctions. We had hoped to have that in 

the unanimous consent motion that we passed today. However, we will talk about that further. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203101
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     It is not only that we should have targeted sanctions, for obvious reasons, but we want to make 

sure the government uses the tools it has to get at the problem. The problem right now is that we have 

certain actors within the Ukraine government who are abusing their power and the monopoly of 

violence they have at their behest. 

     There is one other thing, and I want to put it to my friend. We have been asked by others for 

travel bans. That is something we called for when we had egregious laws passed by the Duma in Russia, 

to have targeted and focused visa bans on those legislators who were responsible for those laws. 

    I wonder if the member would be in favour of visa and travel bans. Would the government be in 

favour of working with the Red Cross and using our embassy to help people who have been injured? We 

know some of the medical facilities have been shut down. Protestors have been hurt; some have been 

killed. Would the government be willing to look at that as something we could do? 

Mr. James Bezan:   

     Mr. Speaker, civil society here in Canada, as well as all sorts of non-government organizations 

like the Red Cross, are great organizations. The government should be engaging and working along with 

them. How any of those organizations that go over there would be received is hard to say. 

     We definitely have to make sure that every diplomatic tool is evaluated and looked at. We want 

to make sure that as we go forward in collaboration with our international partners that we are very 

precise in bringing about the change that we and the people of Ukraine want to see. First and foremost, 

this is about the people of Ukraine and respecting their will. 

    We have to make sure that how we move forward is going to bring about that change most 

effectively. We want to make sure that any action we take does not result in any unintended 

consequences that will hurt the people of Ukraine. 

     We will be collaborating and working very closely. Hopefully, we will see a concerted effort to 

have a very powerful resolution that will make the changes that all of us so desperately desire. 

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. gentleman for his comments and his obvious concern about the 

situation in Ukraine. 

    I will leave the issue of targeted sanctions aside for just a moment. I take it that the government 

is actively examining how to do this in concert with allies. I hope the suggestion is taken seriously and 

constructively. 

     There are two other ideas that I think could be very helpful in these circumstances, and I wonder 

what the government's reaction is to them. First, there could be a special expedited and no-cost 

Canadian visa regime available to injured protestors if they needed to leave the country to receive 

medical treatment, for example, to family members of protestors who have been killed, and to family 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203106
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203110


11 
 

members of protest organizers whose lives may be in jeopardy. Would the government consider an 

expedited no-cost visa regime to allow these people to easily leave Ukraine and come to Canada in 

these very difficult circumstances? 

     Second, would the government consider a team of very high-level senior observers to be sent, 

through our embassy in Kiev, to scrutinize and document the police behaviour, court proceedings 

against protestors, and the treatment of the injured as they are brought into and managed in hospitals, 

and to monitor bodies arriving in Kiev morgues? Would that team of— 

  (1900)   

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin):   

     The hon. parliamentary secretary. 

Mr. James Bezan:   

     Mr. Speaker, those are great ideas. I know a lot of ideas are coming forward from the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress and others, who have boots on the ground and are watching everything unfold. 

     I know that our ambassadors, Ambassador Troy Lulashnyk, and Ambassador Andrew Bennett, 

the ambassador for religious freedoms, are monitoring and putting together detailed reports. Many of 

us have been getting some of the reports, both from the media and the Department of Foreign Affairs, 

as to how things are unfolding. 

    It is critical at this point. Ukraine stands at a crossroads. We have to be there to help in 

supporting them to come to the right decision, both from a government standpoint and definitely 

respecting the will of the people of Ukraine. 

     Again, I thank the Speaker for having this emergency debate. 

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I rise today to bring forward our party's position and to debate with my colleagues 

the situation in Ukraine. It was just recently, before the House rose for the Christmas break, that we 

were actually seized with this issue. At that time we had a take note debate, and now we are debating 

an emergency motion about the situation in Ukraine.  

     We are focused tonight not only on what is happening on the ground, and I will talk about that, 

but also on what we can do. I said, when I rose in December and spoke to the issue during the take note 

debate, that we had to ensure that the dream of the Ukrainian people would not be stolen. I was 

referring to the dream they had in 2004—when those historic elections happened, when many 

Canadians were on the ground ensuring there were fair elections—would not be taken away. That is 

what we are talking about and debating tonight. That is what the people of Ukraine are doing in frigid 

temperatures, with a fairly aggressive response. They are peacefully demonstrating to ensure that their 

dream is not taken away, that no one is going to extinguish the dream that we take for granted here. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203114
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That is the right to assemble, to have fairness and a democratic system that would actually be 

represented in its legislative affairs. 

     That is not what is happening now. As we were debating in the House of Commons in 

December, there were demonstrations happening in real time. The response from the government was 

to crack down and use the force of the police against peaceful demonstrators. We have seen this 

descent into chaos because of a repugnant response by the Ukrainian government. 

     December 10, as we were debating this, was exactly when the Ukrainian officials were using 

force to dismantle the peaceful demonstrations by everyday Ukrainians. Five days later the EU 

commissioner stated that the Ukrainian government would not sign the EU agreement that President 

Yanukovych had said he would sign. In fact, we hoped we would see the Ukrainian government embrace 

and re-engage with the EU to sign an economic agreement with it, which is what the promise was. It 

turned its back not just on the agreement but on the Ukrainian people. What we saw directly after that 

was President Yanukovych and Putin signing a $15 billion loan package and gas deal that sells out several 

of the strategic sectors of Ukraine's economy and contains provisions regarding the Black Sea fleet and 

policing. In other words, Ukraine went from going to engage with the EU, which is what people wanted 

to see and the people of Ukraine were asking for, and it pivoted over to sign a deal with Mr. Putin and 

sell out many of the assets and oversight of the Ukrainian people to an exclusive couple.  

     This is why we believe targeted sanctions are necessary. Make no mistake; we are talking about 

the theft of many of the riches and resources out of Ukraine being spirited over the border, mostly in 

places like Europe, we hear. Clearly we can send a signal here to say, “If you are responsible for the 

heinous crackdown we have seen on innocent protestors then your finances are not welcome here”. We 

will bring in sanctions. We will bring in travel bans here because Canada has to be strong and resolute 

with the Ukrainian people. That is exactly what we are talking about here today. 

     That is why last week I wrote to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and asked him to consider 

sanctions, to be very clear and declarative about our abhorrence of the use of violence against everyday 

protestors and about the draconian laws that were just passed on the 16th. 

  (1905)   

     Further to that, on Friday I engaged with the government about passing a unanimous consent 

motion, which we put forward. We negotiated with the government, and we did pass the motion today. 

I had put forward the language from our party, which we did not pass, but we negotiated with the 

government to pass the motion. 

      Our motion actually said that this House condemns the killing and injuring of peaceful protestors 

and other alarming violations of freedom of speech and association in Ukraine and requests that the 

Government of Canada take strong action in consultation with our international partners, including 

individual sanctions against those responsible for human rights abuses, repressive measures and violent 

crackdowns. What we had in our motion, which the Conservatives decided not to embrace yet and we 

will continue to try to convince them, is that we should have individual sanctions. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170677?publicationDate=2014/01/27
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     Just as an aside, it is important to note that we do not have to pass a law to bring in individual 

sanctions. Through the Special Economic Measures Act, the government can do it on its own. So this 

could have happened in December if the government chose. This is not something that is difficult to do; 

it is whether the Conservatives want to do it, and I strongly encourage them to do so. 

     However, we also have to look at what other actions we can add to the toolkit. Not only would I 

like to look at visa bans and of course the sanctions, but we need to work with our colleagues. By the 

way, the U.S. has already brought in visa bans. That should be of note. However, we need to work with 

our friends in the EU, and we hope that negotiations with the EU, which we hear are going to take place 

tomorrow, are successful. However, we have seen this before. As members know, the member for 

Churchill went to Kiev and tried to convince the government to change its ways. There was a promise by 

the government at that time that it would engage with the EU, but we saw that it went back on that 

promise. We need to work in concert with our allies. 

     I give credit to the Ukrainian Canadian community for organizing and for being resolute and 

putting forward ideas that we can look to embrace. In particular, all of us were sent a brief by the 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress. It put forward some ideas we should look at, and we have already 

discussed some of them. 

      The brief recommends that our Prime Minister directly call President Yanukovych, demanding 

that he bring an end to the state-sanctioned killings, violence, reprisals and intimidation. He could offer 

for Canada to serve as a mediator to bring a peaceful resolution to this conflict. Canada is widely 

respected in Ukraine. I have already mentioned our past in terms of the 2004 election. We have been 

there, so we should offer that. 

     It is calling for sanctions: the imposition of visa restrictions and travel bans for those who are 

responsible for these horrific crackdowns. 

     It says that the Canadian embassy could be there to assist, if need be, with medical treatment of 

those who have been hurt or injured. 

     It suggests we expedite visas and asylum for those who are needing to flee. 

     It recommends that we also look at ensuring that—though it is not always possible, but we put 

the ideas forward—if Canada can, it send independent observers to document what is going on, as was 

mentioned earlier by one of my colleagues. 

    These are very straightforward propositions put forward by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

However, Ukrainian Canadians have been very focused on the fact that we have to be vigilant about 

what Yanukovych is putting forward. I say this with all respect to another government. When we have a 

president like President Yanukovych who has said he would embrace and engage with the EU and then 

does not and has said he will negotiate openly and then does not, we have to be very careful and 

cautious in how we respond when he says he is going to pull back the draconian laws. That is what we 

are just hearing as of half an hour ago. We have to ensure that actually happens. Also, when he says he 
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would have power-sharing and share the office of the prime minister with the opposition leader, we 

have to remind Mr. Yanukovych what the protestors and the people are saying. It is not for him to 

decide who the prime minister is. It is not for him to decide whether laws that are retrograde should go 

forward. It is what the people of the Ukraine demand. That is why there are elections. 

  (1910)   

     In the elections before Christmas, there were many reports of abuse. The 2004 elections were 

about finally allowing the Ukrainian people to have their voices heard, with the international community 

there.  

    Make no mistake about what the Ukrainian Canadians and the Ukrainians are saying. They are 

saying, "Do not just do deals, President Yanukovych. Actually act and open the door to the people of 

Ukraine and their demands". That is what this is about. It is not about cutting deals or about power-

sharing. The opposition has been very careful not to fall into that trap. 

     We believe, on this side of the House, that when it comes to Canada's position and what we are 

projecting to the world, it is important that we are clear and definitive. I say with pride that, when we 

had our study on Ukraine, we as a party joined with other members of Parliament to bring forward a 

report on Ukraine. One of the things we put forward that was a bit different from the other parties—and 

we were the only party to put this forward—was a supplementary report. As the House knows, that is 

when members of Parliament from other parties decide they will add something to a report.  

     We were in concert with the recommendations of the report at the time, but we said the NDP 

believed we need to wait for any proposed trade deal, which the government was looking at with 

Ukraine, until such time as we can determine that there were free, fair and transparent elections that 

were accepted by international standards. Additionally, the release of all political prisoners would have 

to happen, because this is something we value highly. 

     We cannot enter into trade agreements with governments that are abusing their power. It is 

important to be clear about that. We are not saying we do not want to trade; we are saying that if one is 

going to trade with our country, one has to abide by certain basic democratic principles and human 

rights. This is something we were clear about when we reported to Parliament about Ukraine prior to 

our recent debates. 

     There is another thing I would like to mention. In November, after we saw the government of 

Ukraine's abuse of power, we issued a statement on November 25, calling on the government to 

restrain itself and release its political prisoners. We followed that up on December 10 with the debate 

we had here and we put out a statement asking for the same thing. On January 17, we condemned the 

repressive use of violence by the government of Ukraine. I sent a letter to Minister Baird on January 21, 

as I mentioned, asking him to consider some of the actions I have just mentioned. 

     Mr. Speaker, I see you are giving me the nod for time— 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin):   
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     No, I just— 

Mr. Paul Dewar:   

     I apologize, Mr. Speaker. I should know by now it is the Minister of Foreign Affairs. I cannot call 

that a rookie mistake. 

     On January 21, I sent a letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs asking him to consider action. 

Then I followed it up, as I mentioned earlier, with a proposal for a motion for unanimous consent.  

     I am laying all of this out because many say it is not our role to do anything and ask how it is the 

business of Canada to be telling the government of Ukraine how to conduct its affairs. We have to abide 

by the sovereignty of other governments, but, make no mistake, this is about what to do when there are 

problems and using everything we can to support, in this case, the call of the people of Ukraine to 

ensure they are going to have fair rules and respect for human rights.  

     With the government of Ukraine turning away from what were the accepted norms of the 

people, which is to ensure that there is freedom of speech, that there will not be oppression, and that 

the state will not use its police to crack down on peaceful demonstrators, we do have a role to play. That 

is why we speak not just with a critique of the government but about what we can do, because if we 

learn from history, there is one lesson we can learn when it comes to authoritarian governments. If 

people turn their backs on the actions of any authoritarian government, it will continue to abuse its 

power. It has been noted already that the president of Ukraine has already done this. He has received 

messages from the rest of the world and he has tried to pull back on the draconian laws. He has tried to 

cut a deal on power-sharing. 

     If we look at this from a strategic point of view, we see that when we are vigilant, when we 

assure the Ukrainian people that we are going to be with them and put pressure on the government, it 

is a sign from the international community to the government of Ukraine that it cannot abuse its power 

without others noting it. That is why it is important for the Conservative government to work with its 

allies on this. 

     I have mentioned before that we are hearing that many of the assets of Yanukovych and others 

have been spirited out into Europe. That is why diplomacy is absolutely critical. It is not just about 

individual sanctions that we want to put forward and that hopefully the government will accept; it is 

also about working with our friends in the EU and the United States. If we work together, we know that 

more pressure can be applied and that the Ukrainian government will not be able to continue down the 

path of repression. It will not be able to continue down the path of selling off the resources of the 

Ukrainian people. It will not be able to go down the path of abusing its power. 

     There is a documented case of the government claiming that it had the right to go forward with 

some of the initiatives that I mentioned on the deal with Russia. It claimed that it had a majority vote. 

On January 16, 2014, when it brought in its sweeping, draconian laws, it was claimed by the government 

that it had passed these laws through its parliament with a majority.  
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     However, this is what has been documented. The speaker asked for a show of hands and then, 

within mere seconds, announced that these draconian laws had been passed by a vote of 235 in favour, 

but, as we can do here, they were actually able to freeze a frame of who was in parliament at the time, 

and there were only 119 Party of Regions MPs in the house who voted in favour. It is that kind of thing, 

the abuse of power, that we are dealing with. 

  (1915)   

     Let me finish where I started. This is about the dream of the Ukrainian people. When my mother 

went to Ukraine in 2004 as an observer for our country in the elections there, she came back with 

stories of people who were finally realizing their dream. She brought me a memento that I will cherish 

forever--the orange scarf.  

    It was a time of promise, and the promise must not be forgotten that the Ukrainian people were 

going to be able to live their dream and have the human rights that we enjoy, the assurance that there 

would be the basic standards of democracy, freedom of speech, and the ability for people to protest in 

peace. 

     Today let us look at what we can do to help the people of Ukraine so that their dream is not lost 

and that Canada stands proud in the support of the people of Ukraine. 

  (1920)   

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity to add my voice to the voices that I heard from both 

sides of the aisle here. I appreciate the opposition supporting us in this regard. I would also like to thank 

our Prime Minister for the strong stand he has taken in regard to this issue, and I thank our Minister of 

Foreign Affairs as well. 

     I represent the region of Yorkton—Melville, which has a high percentage of people of Ukrainian 

ethnic descent who came here decades ago, and some more recently. They have expressed to me their 

concern, and I am here today to pass that on to all those present and those listening. They realize the 

importance of freedom and the expression of that freedom through democracy.  

    I appreciate very much that this matter has been brought forward here today and I want to 

thank the member opposite for his remarks.  

     My question for the member is this: how important is it that Canada stand by nations in which 

their people are being oppressed? Is it important that we oppose governments that abuse their power? 

     My constituents have expressed great concern in this regard, and I am wondering if the member 

feels the same. 

Mr. Paul Dewar:   
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     Mr. Speaker, absolutely we share the concern.  

     It is important to put forward very concrete measures that we can ask the government to adopt, 

which is why the targeted sanctions are important. We are saying that if one is going to have good 

relations with Canada, there are certain standards one has to abide by. When we see countries that are 

not following those standards, as was mentioned, we need to speak up, speak out, and act.  

     I obviously share the member's sentiment that this is about our relationship with the world, 

which is based on the norms that we share. When governments are offside on that, we have to be clear 

and declarative, which is why we have to put actions forward. 

[Translation] 

Ms. Hélène Laverdière (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my colleague for his always interesting remarks. I would like 

to go back to one of his comments that it is not enough to be opposed, to stand up and say that we are 

not happy; we must also act. 

     I would also like to go back to the issue of targeted sanctions. Of course we have an 

international co-operation program, including in Ukraine, which is very important. It is one of our 

countries of focus. Some might be inclined to say that we could cut the assistance program or do 

something else. I am not suggesting cutting the assistance program. I would just like my colleague to tell 

us more about the concept of targeted sanctions.  

[English] 

Mr. Paul Dewar:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for the question, because it really is about ensuring that we 

are going to focus our sanctions on the people responsible for the repression. To do that, the 

government has the ability to impose the Special Economic Measures Act—which, by the way, was 

brought in by Prime Minister Mulroney—to be able to take very specific sanctions and tailor them to the 

situation at the time.  

     Right now we have reports of government officials who are taking money out of the country and 

depositing and investing it in other parts of the world. What we are hearing is that most of that money is 

being invested in Europe.  

     We want to make sure that the message is clear that we are going to focus here in Canada to 

make sure we do not have these investments and that we will put sanctions on anyone trying to invest 

in that way here. This is why it is important to act. As they say, speeches are great but actions are better, 

and that is what we want to see. 

  (1925)   
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Hon. Ron Cannan (Kelowna—Lake Country, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I too would like to voice my opposition to the actions of the Ukrainian government 

in treating its people with a lack of respect for human rights and human dignity.  

     This is a very high priority for our government. I thank the Prime Minister for all of us for 

allowing this debate to take place, because I believe this is a non-partisan issue.  

     More than 1.2 million Ukrainians came here. My papa came from Ukraine. Both my mother-in-

law and father-in-law have a Ukrainian background. We just had a great Malanka festival celebration, a 

New Year's party, to remember the joy and hope for those who have come from Ukraine to make 

Canada their home for 2014. However, the sad reality is that the people back in Ukraine are being 

beaten and tortured and treated like animals. The fact is that its government needs to respect human 

rights and human dignity.  

     At the end of the night, would the hon. member agree that consensus should be from all parties 

in the House that we send a clear message to the government of Ukraine to quit beating up the people 

of Ukraine and allow Ukrainian folks to be part of Europe if that is their wish? 

Mr. Paul Dewar:   

     Mr. Speaker, I share that sense, and one of the things we did today was pass a unanimous 

consent motion. That was an important message to send. Hopefully we will see a consensus in the 

House that we have targeted sanctions, that we look at visa bans, that we look at what Canada can do to 

help resolve the situation there. 

     While l am on my feet, one of the things we and the government have noted is that Ambassador 

Bennett has been dispatched to Ukraine. He is our ambassador for religious freedom. One thing we 

hoped the government would put in place was an institute for democratic development. It promised to 

do that in the Speech from the Throne a couple of years and did not follow up. This is a great example of 

what could be done if we had an institute for democratic development. It is not just the monitoring of 

elections; that is very important, but it is also to help with democratic development in between 

elections. 

      I hope the government takes a look at that idea again, because if we had the capacity of a 

democratic development institute in this situation, it would have already been helping on the ground to 

resolve things, to show how a multi-party system works, and to provide strength to the people of 

Ukraine. 

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—Ville-Marie, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. colleague for his words on this very important issue. I know that 

his party and my party agree on the need for targeted personal sanctions against Yanukovych and his 

entourage. We brought this up in December through the member for Wascana, who also brought up in 

question period today two other possibilities. One, which I know the member for Ottawa Centre is 
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familiar with, has to do with expedited visas, and the other has to do with observers. I wonder if he 

could share with us some of his thoughts on those ideas. 

Mr. Paul Dewar:   

     Mr. Speaker, as I enumerated in my comments, we would like to see that happen. We would like 

to see support for the Ukrainian people through the provision of safe passage, if need be, and we would 

like to see an assurance to the Ukrainian people that if they need support and help, they have it here. 

One of the ways to do that is to provide expedited visas for people to come here if need be. 

     The other is to have people on the ground. That is why I mentioned that if we did have the 

democratic development institute that I referred to, we would already have people there. Clearly if we 

can negotiate somehow to get people on the ground to help document what is happening, we should do 

it. It is one of the things I mentioned that we had put forward in concert with the suggestions by the 

Ukrainian-Canadian community and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. It put forward a very sensible 

package of recommendations, including the ones my colleague just mentioned. Absolutely we should do 

that, including those visa bans that I mentioned. 

  (1930)   

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—Ville-Marie, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, I will be sharing my time with my colleague, the member for Toronto Centre. 

     I am very glad that we are holding this important debate on the ongoing crisis in Ukraine, and I 

am privileged to have an opportunity to speak to it. 

     This issue is of great interest to Canadians, particularly the 1.2 million Canadians who can trace 

their roots back to Ukraine. Canada has the third largest population of Ukrainians in the world, behind 

Ukraine itself and Russia. They arrived primarily in three large waves between 1891 and 1952, in each 

case escaping chaos, war, and repression in their homeland and seeking freedom in Canada. 

     They have made immense contributions to our country, and these contributions continue to this 

day. While they are now well established as a community in Canada, many Ukrainian Canadians still 

maintain links with families and friends back in Ukraine and maintain a keen interest in the fate of their 

families. 

     Over the course of my remarks, I will argue that it is not only Ukrainian Canadians who have a 

stake in the crisis under way, but all of us. First, though, let me summarize the major events that have 

led us to where we are today. 

     The genesis of the current crisis, of course, can be traced back to November 21, 2013, when 

President Yanukovych suddenly and abruptly announced that he was walking away from an agreement, 

six years in the making, for closer economic and political ties with the EU, the same kind of agreements 

that other eastern European countries, such as Poland and the Baltic States, signed as part of their 
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eventual admission into the EU and which are now bearing fruit in the form of more prosperous 

societies and better opportunities for its citizens. 

     Ukraine gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991 and has been moving on a path 

towards closer integration with the European Union. President Yanukovych's actions broke sharply with 

that path, prompting an immediate and massive protest movement by ordinary Ukrainians, known, of 

course, as the Maidan. 

     For the rest of December and into the new year, vigorous but largely peaceful protests 

continued in Ukraine. This was met by increased repression by the Yanukovych regime and its Berkut 

riot police. On December 25, Tetyana Chornovol, a journalist and Euromaidan social activist, was brutally 

beaten by five assailants. This only reignited the protest movement into more determined opposition to 

the Yanukovych government. 

     On January 16, Yanukovych's party pushed through a series of draconian laws cracking down on 

the rights of Ukrainians to protest peacefully. The laws are too exhaustive to summarize, but I will 

include a few penalties, such as up to two years in jail for defamation of government officials, up to six 

years imprisonment for blocking access to someone's residence, up to three years in jail for distribution 

of extremist materials, and exemption from punishment for police who commit crimes against 

protestors. 

     Again, these harsh measures only made matters worse. In the last week, we have seen the first 

deaths of protestors by police, the spreading of the Euromaidan protests to more cities in Ukraine, and 

the occupation of several government buildings. 

     The crisis has reached the point where, as my colleague from Toronto Centre has put it, it will 

only end with severe repression or a total climb-down by the regime. 

    Over the weekend, Yanukovych gave signs of attempting such a climb-down. He offered senior 

positions in the government to two of the opposition leaders and floated offers to review some of the 

anti-democratic laws passed January 16. He revisited a recent constitutional change that gave his office 

of the presidency greater power, and he included more opposition members in the body overseeing 

elections and tasked with preventing election fraud. 

     We are at a critical moment in the history of Ukraine. What, if anything, can Canada do? What 

should we do? 

     Let me begin by stating the position of my party. We condemn the state-sanctioned violence 

against protestors. This is utterly unacceptable and should stop immediately. Those who have 

perpetrated violence must also be held to account. 

  (1935)   

     The Ukrainian government must immediately repeal the anti-democratic laws adopted on 

January 16 and allow the Ukrainian people the right to assemble and speak freely and peacefully. They 
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are now talking about it, but earlier today, they also talked about the possibility of imposing martial law, 

so we really do need to see some concrete results.  

     President Yanukovych must enter into real negotiations with opposition forces, not with 

ultimatums or unilateral offers, in order to de-escalate the situation and restore Ukraine's democratic 

path. Canada, for its part, should work closely with like-minded allies to bring real pressure on President 

Yanukovych and his political backers. Our government so far has offered that all options are on the 

table. While this statement is fine as far as it goes, we are at the point where we need to be more 

explicit.  

     When we last debated this situation on December 10, my hon. colleague from Wascana stressed 

on several occasions that Canada needs to move its position from rhetoric to concrete action. That was 

six weeks ago. Condemnations are fine but are not likely to contribute to real change in the long term. 

      What action might Canada take? Measures should include the Prime Minister directly contacting 

President Yanukovych. Efforts must be made by Canada to get the U.S. and European countries to join it 

in taking concrete steps to pressure Yanukovych into making changes.  

     There should be a push by Canada and its allies to set up talks between the Yanukovych 

government and opposition leaders; a demand to send observers, as we have done in the past; and the 

imposition of personal targeted sanctions against President Yanukovych and his political backers, both 

within and outside government, such as freezing personal assets and imposing travel restrictions. 

    As Liberals have long been calling for, the government has indicated that it is working with our 

allies to bring diplomatic pressure and coordinated action against the Yanukovych regime. Action is 

good, and we hope this consultation bears fruit soon. Joint action by Canada, the U.S., and the E.U. will 

be much more powerful than unilateral action on our part. However, in the event that our allies are 

unable to agree on coordinated action, Canada should be prepared to lead all the way. The example 

Canada would set might be important and would influence our allies to follow our lead. 

     Canada has a tradition of fighting for what is right: banning land mines; fighting apartheid in 

South Africa, including the imposition of sanctions; sending our peacekeepers into far-flung theatres 

such as the Balkans, Rwanda, Cyprus, and the Middle East to try to keep warring parties apart and save 

innocent lives; and crucial diplomatic interventions, going all the way back to Lester Pearson in diffusing 

the Suez crisis. Further than that, I would argue that we have an important stake in what happens in 

Ukraine, even though it requires us to think in a more long-term, strategic way. 

      The world is watching, in particular former countries of the Soviet Union, to see if Ukraine can 

continue to entrench democracy. My own colleague, the member for Toronto Centre, has described a 

competition between what could be viewed as democratic capitalism in the west and a more autocratic 

state-led capitalism in Russia. 
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     While we are not back in the Cold War, and today's Russia is not the U.S.S.R. of the past, there 

is, however, a real competition of ideas, values, and systems at play. The rest of the world is taking note 

and is trying to determine which path leads to success.  

     Ukrainian protestors of Euromaidan can also teach us something about ourselves. They are not 

starry-eyed idealists. They understand that closer integration with the EU is not a complete panacea. In 

fact, it is likely to have some short-term pain. Ukrainians, though, especially the young people, 

understand that long-term economic success lies with the rule of law and institutions with free and 

democratic societies. They have seen the progress of their counterparts in Poland and the Balkan states. 

They see the wealth of the E.U. as a whole, despite its challenges. Most of all, however, they see the 

crucial importance of a country being able to determine its future democratically and with the rights and 

freedoms all humans deserve. They remind us of how valuable what we have here in Canada is, and it is 

important for us to remember this and be prepared to stand up for it. 

  (1940)   

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the critic for foreign affairs from the Liberal Party for his 

intervention. I appreciated his support earlier today for the motion passed unanimously in the House 

condemning the violence in Ukraine.  

     He mentioned the young people and that they are a special generation. This generation has 

actually grown up outside the sphere of either a Soviet Union or a Russian czar. They had the true 

experience of growing up in a democratic country. I know that there are many watching here in the 

Chamber tonight. There are also those who have worked on the Hill as parliamentary interns through 

the Canada-Ukraine parliamentary program. So many of us have engaged with these bright, hard-

working individuals who have such a hope and a dream of a free and independent Ukraine. I would ask if 

my friend from the Liberal Party could speak to those individuals who are watching and allow them to 

know that all of us here in Canada stand with them. 

Mr. Marc Garneau:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. colleague for his comment. He is right. There is a whole new 

generation, because Ukraine began on its path to democracy in 1991. That was over 20 years ago today. 

They have grown up in a different world, far different from that which I watched from afar as a young 

person during the period of the Cold War. They have also now been exposed to many other parts of the 

world outside the traditional sphere that existed when it was the Soviet Union. They also are very 

sensitive and want the freedom, the right, and the liberty to control their own lives and make decisions 

about the direction they want their country to go.  

     We in Canada, who have always been champions of democracy, a Canada that has a Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms, must show this new young generation that we are with them and will support 
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them to make sure that their aspirations are going to be realized in the years to come. They must feel 

our support.  

[Translation] 

Ms. Hélène LeBlanc (LaSalle—Émard, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, in its 2008 Speech from the Throne, the government made a commitment to 

create an agency to promote democracy. In light of the current situation, I think that would have been 

very useful for the transition toward democracy. 

     Could my colleague talk about this initiative, which I think could be a very useful and significant 

Canadian contribution to democracy around the world? 

Mr. Marc Garneau:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for her comments. We are all familiar with the decision the 

government made a few years ago. What it did was regrettable. 

     Let me turn to the issue we are concerned with today, the situation in Ukraine, and the fact that 

its current government may bring the country back into the orbit it wanted to leave a long time ago. In 

fact, it left that orbit to turn toward democracy. It must be said that democracy has been taking root in 

the country for 20 years. 

     It is not complicated. Canada's role is to protect democracy around the world and it must do its 

part. Canada must send a clear message to Ukraine that the actions of the Yanukovych government are 

unacceptable. We are here to support Ukrainians and to condemn the recent anti-democratic initiatives. 

They are not hard to understand in this case. 

  (1945)   

[English] 

Ms. Chrystia Freeland (Toronto Centre, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, as a Ukrainian Canadian on her first day in Parliament, it is both an honour and a 

tragedy to be speaking to the House about the tragic and brutal events in Ukraine.  

     My mother was born in a refugee camp. Her parents, together with her and her three sisters, 

were grateful and delighted to find refuge here in Canada, like so many other Ukrainian Canadians. It 

left such an imprint of gratitude and delight in Canada and all it offered that my grandfather would not 

permit any criticism of any Canadian government at his table, no matter which party was in power. I am 

afraid that in my new career, I am not going to be able to perfectly follow my grandfather's instruction. 

     What I would like to talk about is what is happening in Ukraine and why the stakes are so high 

for Ukrainians, for Canadians and for the world. As my colleague has just described, the struggle right 
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now in Ukraine began over a European association agreement. Who knew that ordinary people could be 

so moved by trade treaties? 

     What it has become is a fight about democracy or dictatorship. The fact that this is what is at 

stake in Ukraine became very clear last week, when President Yanukovych tried, illegitimately, to ram a 

series of laws through parliament that would have severely restricted the rights of association, the rights 

of freedom of speech, the rights of assembly and, indeed, the rights of religious organizations, including 

the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

     Ukrainians understand that this is the fight about that democracy that they have been working 

very hard to build, with a lot of setbacks, over the past 20 years. We should be inspired; I am inspired by 

what is happening right now in Ukraine. All of us as elected officials know about the cynicism we 

sometimes encounter from voters.  

     Imagine being Ukrainian and having gone through the Orange Revolution. It was not so long ago 

in 2004 and 2005. Ukrainians thought that they had won; they thought that they had really built 

democracy. It ultimately went so badly that they elected Yanukovych. Yet still today they have faith in 

democracy. They have such faith in the action of people and their ability to make change that they are 

out there in the streets, risking their lives. 

     What happens in Ukraine matters to the world, and particularly, as my hon. colleague described, 

in the neighbourhood where Ukraine finds itself, in the former Soviet Union and the former Warsaw 

Pact countries. These are parts of the world where the hold of democracy is tenuous. History did not 

end in 1991, despite Francis Fukuyama's prediction that it would. Right now, everyone in that part of the 

world is watching Ukraine very closely to see what the outcome will be, and to see if people like us, 

democratically elected officials in democracies, will not only talk the talk but walk the walk, and whether 

we believe in democracy enough to support it when it is at risk. 

     This is a tremendously important opportunity for Canada to be heard in the world. As we have 

heard so eloquently this evening, many of us represent communities with strong Ukrainian Canadian 

representation. Ukrainians are an important people and community in Canada, and Canada has an 

important voice in Ukraine. That was made manifest most powerfully by a Conservative government in 

1991, when Canada and Poland were the first two countries to recognize Ukrainian independence. 

     Ukraine listens to us and the world listens to what we do and what we say about Ukraine. This is 

an opportunity, as my hon. colleague suggested, for us to do what Lester B. Pearson taught us, which is 

to punch above our weight in international affairs, by taking the lead on Ukraine. 

  (1950)   

     It is really clear what we can do. It is wonderful for me as a Ukrainian Canadian to hear so much 

anguish, worry and sympathy for the people of Ukraine, but now is the time to act. There are three very 

clear things for us to do. The first is targeted sanctions against President Yanukovych and his allies in 

government. That will have an impact. Indeed, one of the jokes that people tell in the former Soviet 
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Union now is that their dictators want to rule like Stalin but live like Abramovich. That is what 

globalization allows nowadays, that one can be a dictator at home but have a villa on Cap Ferrat. We 

cannot allow that to happen and must say that they cannot have it both ways. 

     The second thing that we have to do is to provide expedited visas for the people who have put 

their lives at risk on the Euromaidan. Again, this would be a very important symbolic statement that we 

are with them.  

     Third, we have to send high-level observers. Sunlight is the best disinfectant, and if we are 

watching, I can assure everyone there will be less brutality.  

     I hope I will be permitted, since this is my first statement in the House and we are talking about 

Ukraine, to share one of the slogans of the Euromaidan. 

    [Member spoke Ukrainian and provided the following translation:] 

     The people united cannot be defeated. 

    [English] 

     That is true today in Ukraine if we unite with them and actually act. As a Ukrainian Canadian and 

a proud member of Canada's Parliament, the words of support are terrific, but now let us do something. 

Mr. Wladyslaw Lizon (Mississauga East—Cooksville, CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, I am very honoured to put my first question in this debate to the hon. member on 

her first day in Parliament.  

    I listened very carefully to her speech and other speeches in the House. We talk about sanctions 

and I have mentioned on occasion in Parliament that I was born and raised in Poland. My past was in the 

Solidarity movement that eventually brought freedom and the collapse of communism. I remember the 

sanctions of 1981 after the introduction of martial law in Poland. There were sanctions by different 

countries, including the United States of America and some European countries. I remember a 

government spokesman speaking after that. Some of the sanctions limited food supplies coming to 

Poland and he said that there would be enough food for the government.  

     Therefore, my question to the hon. member is this. How should different governments act in 

imposing sanctions that will not affect the people of Ukraine but affect the oligarchs in the government? 

Ms. Chrystia Freeland:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for the question, which reflects a deeply lived experience of 

events similar to those in Ukraine.  

     If I may, I would like to answer as I did to my nine-year-old daughter yesterday. We were at a 

rally for the Euromaidan in Toronto. When we got home, she said, “You are talking about sanctions, but 

it is going to hurt the people of Ukraine. Isn't that a bad idea?” What I said to her was that these must 
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be directly targeted personal sanctions. In particular, we need to target visa travel, find and freeze the 

assets in the west, and say that the regime cannot have it both ways. The government cannot be a 

dictator at home and travel abroad and buy real estate. 

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would first like to congratulate my colleague on her recent election and thank her 

for her speech. 

     One thing I have been thinking about during this whole debate and the tragedy that is 

happening is that Ukrainians are under the shadow of a very powerful Russia, which is attempting to 

dictate policy. We have a similar but not analogous situation. We live in the shadow of the United States 

and have been able to navigate Big Brother somehow and chart our independence. What can we offer 

our brothers and sisters in Ukraine to help them somehow live with the shadow of Russia but maintain 

their independent path? 

  (1955)   

Ms. Chrystia Freeland:   

    Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for the excellent question. That similarity in position might 

well be why Ukrainians find themselves so much at home in Canada.  

     There is a saying in about politicians in Ukraine that they do not need umbrellas because they 

need to know how to walk between the raindrops as they navigate their way between Russia and the 

west. I think President Yanukovych was caught in this dilemma and he did indeed face tremendous 

pressure in the decision he made in the fall.  

    Right now, though, I do not think it is a question of subtlety. I think that President Yanukovych 

has attempted to restrict very severely the democratic freedoms that Ukrainians have enjoyed for 20 

years. At this point, his big decision is what he should do with his people in Ukraine. 

      I hope that the Canadian observers we have been talking about can play an essential role. There 

is a need right now for mediators between the opposition and the government. Canadians could be 

trusted interlocutors, and I hope we will send a high-level delegation there soon. 

Mr. Wladyslaw Lizon (Mississauga East—Cooksville, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I am very honoured to take part in this debate. I did participate in the debate we 

had not that long ago. Unfortunately, the situation in Ukraine is not improving. 

     To start, I would like to make a few comments on the evolution of the situation in Ukraine. It is 

being followed with increasing concern by participating states in the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe, OSCE, which includes Canada and Ukraine. Even more so, we recall that Ukraine 

held the OSCE chairmanship in 2013 and hosted the 20th ministerial council in early December as events 

unfolded outside in the streets of Kiev.  
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     When Ukraine took over the chairmanship in 2013, Canada spelled out very clearly its 

expectations for Ukraine to lead by example. This meant fully implementing its OSCE commitments, 

particularly those related to the protection and promotion of human rights, democratization and rule of 

law.  

     As Ukraine's OSCE chairmanship drew to an end and violence continued to escalate, needless to 

say, Canada was extremely disappointed over Ukraine's failure to listen to its people and find a peaceful 

resolution to the crisis leading to a free, democratic and prosperous future.  

     When our Minister of Foreign Affairs travelled to Kiev in December and attended the OSCE's 

ministerial council, he used it as an opportunity to remind the government of Ukraine that OSCE 

principles and commitments alone were not enough. He stressed that, as democratic actors, we have all 

accepted to be held accountable for the implementation of these commitments. The minister 

capitalized on the multilateral venue of the OSCE to drive home and amplify Canada's unequivocal 

message of support for the democratic rights of all Ukrainians. With the OSCE chairmanship having been 

transferred over to Switzerland for 2014, Canada and other like-minded countries have made it clear 

that the situation in Ukraine will remain a priority in the OSCE context.  

     Mr. Speaker, I should have mentioned at the beginning of my speech that I would be splitting 

my time with my colleague, the member for Elmwood—Transcona.  

     The OSCE was founded nearly 40 years ago to foster dialogue and co-operation on security 

issues. As the only pan-European security organization that spans the Euro-Atlantic region, the OSCE is 

uniquely placed to help resolve the crisis in Ukraine. Peaceful dialogue is at the core of the OSCE's work, 

and finding common ground through political means is its raison d'être. Respect of fundamental rights, 

such as freedom of assembly, the right to free expression and giving journalists the liberty to do their 

work, is essential to ensuring cohesive and secure societies. 

     The 2014 OSCE chairperson in office, Swiss Foreign Minister Didier Burkhalter, has proposed to 

Ukraine Prime Minister Mykola Azarov that he draw on the OSCE's expertise to facilitate dialogue 

between the government and opposition and has offered a range of possible activities over the middle 

and long term, such as election support. Canada, through its mission to the OSCE, has encouraged the 

Ukrainian authorities to take advantage of the Swiss offer. 

     Following a request from the committee on human rights, national minorities and inter-ethnic 

relations of the Ukrainian parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, the OSCE office for democratic institutions 

and human rights is currently conducting a review of the compatibility of the new laws with Ukraine's 

OSCE commitments, such as how they relate to public assemblies, among other issues.  

  (2000)   

     The review is expected to be completed by early February. Canada's mission to the OSCE 

repeatedly called for such a review to be made with the view of repealing any provisions that would be 

found to be incompatible with the OSCE commitments. 
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     As such, Canada will follow closely how the government of Ukraine responds to this review. 

Canada will remain strongly engaged at the OSCE in keeping the Ukrainian crisis at the forefront of 

discussions among the participating states. We have denounced the draconian laws adopted without a 

proper vote and in violation of parliamentary procedure by the Ukrainian Rada. We have expressed our 

concerns with the violent clashes and deaths of protesters and called for restraint on all sides. Through 

our statements at the OSCE, we continue to put pressure on the Ukrainian government to engage 

without delay in a meaningful dialogue with its citizens to find a peaceful and democratic solution to the 

crisis.  

     As the former OSCE chairmanship, Ukraine is fully aware of the assistance the OSCE can provide. 

Canada joins others who are like-minded in urging Ukraine to take advantage of OSCE tools and 

instruments to defuse the crisis and pave a way forward. 

     I would like to add some of my thoughts to my written speech, because it is really very 

important that we in Canada look very closely at what is happening now in Ukraine. I read recent news 

and I understand that in the round of talks between President Yanukovych and the opposition, while 

they say that it was partially successful and that apparently some of these new laws would be 

withdrawn, the offer of power-sharing was not accepted by the opposition. 

     The leaders of opposition parties that took part in the talks do not want to be part of a 

government that oppresses people. I do not think they want to be put in a trap as leaders of their 

democratic parties, and that includes Arseniy Yatsenyuk who was offered the position of prime minister. 

That includes Vitali Klitschko who was offered the position of the deputy prime minister. 

     The reason people are there in the cold at the squares in Kiev and at other cities in Ukraine—

because the province is spread out—is that they love their country and they want to have their voice in 

determining the future of Ukraine. 

     If Ukrainians sing their national anthem, one of the lines says: [Member speaks in Ukrainian 

language]. It means souls and bodies who lay down for our freedom. It means we love our country so 

much that we are not afraid to die to make sure our country is free and democratic. Ukrainians were 

fighting for independence for hundreds of years, and they deserve a free country, they deserve a 

democratic country and they deserve to be in charge of their own country. 

     In the words of the national anthem that is not used anymore because it is pre-2003, there is 

another line that says: [Member speaks in Ukrainian language]. It means we will not allow others to rule 

in our motherland. 

  (2005)   

     Neither Russia nor any other neighbour of Ukraine has the right to tell Ukrainians what to do. 

We here in this Parliament can join other powers and show Ukrainians in the Maidan and other places a 

victory sign that they will be successful and we will be supporting them. 

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   
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     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his passion and determination to see that we do support 

the people of Ukraine and, to that end, talk about the need for action.  

     Clearly the people have taken action. They have done it in a way in which people in the past 

with democratic beliefs challenged authoritarian regimes: with peaceful modality. Violence against the 

people of Ukraine is clearly something we all have to be critical of, and also we must say what we would 

do. To that end, I would like to know if my colleague will join with others who have said they are willing 

to have targeted sanctions on the individuals who are responsible for these heinous actions. 

    I would ask the member if he has brought this forward within his own caucus. I know his passion 

is clear on the issue. My question is: Has he brought this forward to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, as 

we have on this side, to bring in targeted sanctions to ensure we are going to take action when it comes 

to the government of Ukraine? 

Mr. Wladyslaw Lizon:   

     Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned before, action is very important. We have to work together with 

other governments and make sure that whatever measures we bring forward hurt most those who are 

behind the operation, who are behind President Yanukovych and running the show there, which would 

include the oligarchs. Whatever we do, we have to make sure it does not hurt the people of Ukraine. 

Yes, I agree that action taken together with other governments is necessary. We have to help the 

Ukrainian people.  

     They are a peaceful people who want to be good neighbours to the people in the north, east 

and west. They want to work together with Europe and Russia. They will be neighbours with Russia, I 

hope, for many centuries to come. They want to be good neighbours. However, whatever measures we 

bring— 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Bruce Stanton):   

     We only have five minutes for questions and comments. We will try to get as many people in as 

we can. 

     The hon. member for Winnipeg North. 

  (2010)   

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, we have been suggesting that what the government really needs to do is look at 

targeted sanctions. In fact, the deputy leader of the Liberal Party, back just before we recessed, 

emphasized that point time and time again.  

     I have a very good friend, Boris Wrzesnewskyj, who has done a wonderful job in making sure we 

are kept informed as a caucus in terms of what should be done. Like many Canadians, he has a Facebook 
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account and likes to make suggestions. He reinforces what the Ukrainian Canadian Congress is 

suggesting, which is targeted sanctions.  

     Can the member specifically answer if the government supports targeted sanctions? Why is it 

taking so long to provide a clear answer on that? 

Mr. Wladyslaw Lizon:   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to say again that action is necessary. Action by the Government of 

Canada and European governments is necessary. 

     If we have learned anything from history, we have learned that inaction can lead to tragic 

results. Therefore, yes, action is necessary. We should join with other governments to hurt the most 

those who are behind the oppressive regime of Ukraine.  

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Bruce Stanton):   

     Order. Before we resume debate with the hon. member for Elmwood—Transcona, I have just a 

reminder for all hon. members.  

     There is a great deal of interest in the questions and comments portion this evening. With 

usually only five minutes available, I think it would be helpful to all members if those who are putting 

questions would keep their questions to a minute or less, and perhaps in the same way if the member 

who responds could keep that to less than a minute, then we would get more members participating in 

that segment of the debate. 

     Resuming debate with the hon. member for Elmwood—Transcona. 

Mr. Lawrence Toet (Elmwood—Transcona, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I truly do appreciate the opportunity to participate in this debate tonight along 

with many of my colleagues in the House. As so many of them have indicated tonight, I have also been 

following the situation in Ukraine very closely over the past number of months. I can say that our 

government is deeply disappointed with the Ukrainian government's decision to suspend signing of the 

association agreement and the deep and comprehensive free trade area with the European Union. Like 

hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian citizens, we believe the decision to not sign the association 

agreement represents a lost opportunity. We stand with all Ukrainians who are fighting for their beliefs 

in a democratic European Ukraine, and we believe that Ukraine's best hope for democracy and 

economic prosperity lies in closer alignment with European and North American norms and institutions.  

     More disturbing is the shady way in which the new laws were passed by the Ukrainian 

parliament on January 16. If they stand, these new laws will place serious limitations on the human 

rights and civil liberties of Ukrainians. 

     In particular, we are very concerned about a new measure that would define Ukrainian non-

governmental or civil society organizations as “foreign agents” if they receive money or property from 
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foreign countries and participate in any so-called political activities. The new law would require such 

foreign agents to register with the government and to provide monthly reports on their activities and 

income. They would also be subject to different tax treatments on these foreign funds. These changes 

could be a serious hindrance to the economic prosperity of the Ukrainian people and would have a 

serious impact on Canada's development assistance work in the Ukraine. 

     As a way of providing some context for this debate, I would like to take a few moments to tell 

members about Canada's work to help Ukraine achieve economic prosperity. As members know, the 

historic ties between our two nations extend back through generations of Ukrainian migration to 

Canada. For more than 120 years, Ukrainian-born Canadians have contributed to the social, economic 

and political fabric of Canada. Today, Ukrainians make up almost four per cent of the total Canadian 

population. I know my riding of Elmwood—Transcona is very reflective of this.  

     Economically, Canada and Ukraine enjoy positive commercial relationships, with two-way trade 

that totalled $313.5 million in 2012. Over the years, we have developed a close bilateral relationship, a 

solid economic partnership, and strong people-to-people ties. In 1991, Canada was the first western 

nation to recognize Ukraine's independence. Since then, much of our development assistance in Ukraine 

has focused on increasing economic opportunities for Ukrainians in a strengthened democracy. 

     Over the years, Canadian development assistance investments in private-sector development 

and governance in Ukraine have contributed to the country's transition from a centrally planned system 

toward a free-market democratic model. However, Ukraine was an integral part of the former Soviet 

Union, and as such its economic transition has been much slower and more difficult. To build resilience 

and achieve broad-based prosperity, Ukraine must diversify and grow its real economy, especially 

through developing its small and medium-enterprise sector, which is far smaller than in other European 

countries. Stimulating the growth of small and medium enterprises will also help to expand and 

strengthen the middle class. We know from experience that a healthy, civically engaged middle class 

and small-business sector will help to nurture a well-functioning democracy. Given its rich natural 

resources, reasonable labour costs and large and well-educated population, Ukraine has excellent 

economic potential. However, it will face challenges in becoming competitive. If concluded, planned free 

trade agreements with Europe and Canada will help to provide a road map to greater competitiveness 

within a predictable rules-based framework. 

      To increase rates of economic growth in Ukraine, Canada is focusing on three areas of 

intervention. 

     The first area is to strengthen the investment climate in a sustainable way by building economic 

foundations. In practical terms, this means improving the capacity of all levels of government, including 

local governments, to deliver on the basic needs of citizens and create a supportive framework for local 

business growth and trade and investment. That means providing security and a level playing field for 

small and medium enterprises, from fair and transparent regulations, to independent and predictable 

application of the rule of law. 

  (2015)   
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     The second area of focus is growing businesses, especially those that are micro, small, and 

medium-sized firms, including those in the agricultural sector. Our goal is to help make these businesses 

more sustainable and competitive. We would do this by helping entrepreneurs access the things we take 

for granted in Canada, such as business networks, value chains, productivity-enhancing technology, 

insurance and business financing. 

     The third area of focus, and one I believe in strongly for a number of reasons, is investing in 

people, especially women and youth. Our objective is to build a skilled, trained workforce of women and 

men who can seize opportunities in a rapidly expanding labour market that is fuelled by the needs of 

local and international employers. 

     Careful investment of development assistance in these areas will lead to increased employment 

opportunities and enhanced business productivity and profitability in Ukraine, resulting in rising 

household incomes and reduced poverty over the long term. 

     This is also in Canada's interest. As Ukraine's economy continues to grow, so will the economic 

ties between our two countries. Canada's development program has contributed significantly to 

advancing Ukraine's sustainable economic growth. Agriculture is a key growth sector for the Ukraine. 

     Canadian support has helped to increase the competitiveness of smallholder fruit, vegetable, 

and dairy farmers who have invested in improved technology and are working together to market 

higher-value, higher-quality products demanded by the marketplace. 

     With help from Canada and specialized technical assistance from Israel, smallholder horticulture 

farmers in southern Ukraine have sold more than 12,000 tons of produce, for over $12 million. Most 

importantly, they have increased their household income by over 30% since the start of this project. 

     Agricultural insurance is an essential component of a modern agricultural economy. It allows 

farmers to invest with confidence and for banks to lend to farmers with confidence. With support from 

Canada, Ukraine has implemented a new agricultural insurance system based on international best 

practices. At the start of 2013, seven Ukrainian insurance companies were selling the 14 products 

developed by this project, resulting in more than 1,000 insurance contracts covering a total of 1.929 

million hectares of crop. The crop area that is covered expands every day. 

     Canada is also helping to create partnerships between Canadian and Ukrainian cities to help 

them modernize their approach to local economic development planning. The Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities has worked with municipal partners in 12 cities to develop and implement municipal 

strategic development plans. These plans have helped to operationalize 15 demonstration projects, in 

tourism development, city branding and marketing, and business centre creation. 

     As part of the implementation of the cities' strategic plans, an additional 45 local economic 

development projects were launched. Cities were able to attract $80 million in investments from private 

and donor sectors, thanks to a training program for city officials on how to promote cities' competitive 

advantages. 
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     We are working to improve the planning and delivery of services that support economic growth 

at the municipal level. We have also helped government institutions at the regional level to formulate 

and implement reform-oriented policies that are in the public interest and adhere to international best 

practices. We are assisting with the development of a national demand-driven vocational skills training 

systems across the country. 

     Each of these initiatives will help to increase broad-based economic growth in Ukraine. We are 

doing these things because we believe in Ukraine and its people. 

     As I mentioned earlier, we are very concerned that our partners not be deemed foreign agents. 

That would subject them to an additional taxation and reporting burden, limiting their ability to achieve 

meaningful results for the Ukrainian people. It may even force some of them to close their shops. 

     We have strong historic ties with Ukraine. We have forged strong alliances out of a shared 

understanding of Ukraine's unique challenges, as well as a common desire to see the country overcome 

them. 

     We look forward to continuing with that work and to helping Ukraine and Ukrainians achieve 

the freedom and prosperity they not only yearn for but that they deserve. We remain hopeful that the 

current crisis will come to a peaceful settlement and that Ukraine will begin to get its economy back on 

track. 

  (2020)   

    In summary, Canada is deeply concerned about the deterioration of democracy and rule of law 

in Ukraine. Canada remains committed to helping Ukraine by working to improve economic 

opportunities for Ukrainians in a strengthened democracy. 

     Canadian assistance is also focused on facilitative judicial and civil service reforms. Canada's 

support for small and medium enterprise growth is helping to develop a middle class in the Ukraine, 

which is essential for ensuring a sustainable democratic transition. We are monitoring the situation very 

closely and will continue to deliver assistance as appropriate. Canada will continue to stand by 

Ukrainians who are expressing their concern with the recent direction their government has 

undertaken. 

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, in 2012 the foreign affairs committee did a study on Ukraine. As I mentioned in my 

speech, we determined as a party to do a supplementary report stating that until such time as we saw a 

change in the governance in the Ukraine and the concerns we all had, we should not be involved in free 

trade investment with the Ukraine. 

     I want to get a response from my colleague on this. Would the member favour free trade and 

investment with the present Yanukovych government? 
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Mr. Lawrence Toet:   

     Mr. Speaker, at this time we would not see that government as one we would want to negotiate 

with. It is going through a process with the people in its country. That is where our focus would be 

today. We want to be supportive of the people of the Ukraine. We want to make sure that the people of 

the Ukraine are not affected. That is why I brought up the economic supports we have been giving to 

the people of the Ukraine over the years. We want to make sure that the economic growth in the 

Ukraine continues and that we do not see the people suffering. 

     We have heard about sanctions from many of the members tonight. We want to make sure that 

any sanctions brought forward are very targeted and done in a cohesive manner. We do not want a 

situation where some of the great progress that has been made over the years is set back by having 

sanctions that would affect the people of Ukraine. That is very important to us as a government. 

  (2025)   

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that in Canada there are literally tens of thousands of people 

from coast to coast to coast who are following what is happening in the Ukraine with a great deal of 

concern. We have seen that in terms of some of the events. The member for Elmwood—Transcona and I 

were at a rally at the Manitoba legislature. People came out in freezing cold weather and strong winds 

to express their concern and wanting to see something done. This type of action is taking place all over 

our country. 

     My question is fairly specific. When does the member believe we will see some of those 

targeted sanctions from the government, given that Canada could play a very strong leadership role 

throughout the world by coming out with strong targeted sanctions? 

Mr. Lawrence Toet:   

     Mr. Speaker, I remember standing outside with my colleague from Winnipeg North and so many 

of our friends from the Ukraine on that Friday in Winnipeg. It was a very cold night. That underlined to 

us how important the show of support was to the people there. 

     As a government, we will continue to go forward. It is important that whatever we do is done in 

a very cohesive fashion. It is important that we do not go forward arbitrarily but continue to work with 

our allies across Europe and the United States to make sure that what we do bring forward is targeted.  

     We have already seen some of that happen today. We saw that the government of the Ukraine 

is starting to understand that the world is not only watching but getting ready to act. The government is 

starting to move back on some of the things it has done. We have some indication of movement. I 

believe that movement is because it knows the world is prepared to act. As the Canadian government, 

we are very close to preparing to act.  
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Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, all of us have attended these rallies when it was exceptionally cold. That speaks to 

the dedication and resolve of not only the people in the Maidan, but the people of the Ukrainian-

Canadian diaspora, who are willing to endure anything to make sure that order, peace, democracy, good 

governance and opportunity is restored to Ukraine. Our government, from the Prime Minister on down, 

is heavily engaged in examining all options.  

     I would ask the hon. member this. Given the context of the member's remarks, what benefit 

does he believe farmers and producers in the Ukraine would realize from a closer integration with the 

European Union? 

Mr. Lawrence Toet:   

     Mr. Speaker, I think we are already seeing it. In my speech, I referred to the fact that we have a 

small group of farmers who already, with the help they are getting, have had their incomes increased by 

over 30%. We are just at the beginning stage. This is a program that started just a year ago. 

      I think there is great opportunity for growth. We want to continue to see that happen. As a 

government, we will continue to foster those relationships and to foster those groups that are helping 

there to grow the economy, especially in the agricultural sector. 

Ms. Peggy Nash (Parkdale—High Park, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, as the member for Parkdale—High Park, I am very lucky and privileged to 

represent a community in which many members of the Ukrainian diaspora reside. It is a community that 

has demonstrated repeatedly its commitment to democracy and human rights and to building a better 

Canadian society. It also a community that has shown its commitment to its homeland in Ukraine. It is a 

community that never forgot its roots. We are so proud to have seen so many young people who, even 

though born here in Canada, have learned the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian culture, and Ukrainian 

customs and are very active in the community. 

     I saw most poignantly, during the so-called Orange Revolution a decade go when a record 

number of members of this diaspora returned to the Ukraine. Members of the Ukrainian-Canadian 

diaspora from across the country returned to Ukraine to ensure fair and free elections during that time. 

It resulted, actually, in a change in outcome in the election in 2004 so that fraudulent elections were 

overturned and a more genuine result was the outcome. 

     I was inspired, at that time, to work with so many members of the diaspora and to learn about 

their commitment to democracy, human rights, and the rule of law here and in Ukraine. 

     I should have started off, Mr. Speaker, by saying that I am splitting my time with the member for 

Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou, who will be speaking after me. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203260
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/78738?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203262
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203264
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170382?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170760?publicationDate=2014/01/27


36 
 

     This commitment to democracy was demonstrated, in fact, just today, when a member of our 

community, a young man who is studying here at Carleton University, Oleh Reive, came to Parliament 

Hill because he felt so passionately about what was happening in Ukraine. He was standing on 

Parliament Hill. He had a Ukrainian flag, the yellow and blue, and a Canadian flag. He was standing in the 

bitter, freezing cold waving this flag, calling for the Parliament of Canada to recognize sanctions against 

those who would submit to tyranny, those who would, in fact, try to impose tyranny on the people of 

Ukraine. It was very moving to see this young man out there in the bitter cold who felt so passionately 

about this cause. 

     I have to say, yesterday, I was at City Hall, in Toronto. We were joined by hundreds of members 

of the Ukrainian-Canadian diaspora who were demonstrating, again, in very bitter, cold conditions. It 

was snowing. It was very blustery, but they were there. They were determined to express their view that 

Canada has to take action, that the time for words, the time for just expressing our outrage and our 

sentiment that something has to change, is over. Canada has to act. Canada has to be a leader. We have 

to actually take action. 

     At that rally, I was proud to stand on the stage at City Hall and refer to the words of my 

colleague, the official opposition critic for foreign affairs, and express what he had called for, which is 

that Canada act, that we actually target not the Ukrainian people in general but those responsible, those 

who are trying to take Ukraine back into the tyranny of the past, and that we impose sanctions on them 

and their families. We should impose sanctions for travel and sanctions on their funds. 

  (2030)   

     We should not allow Canada to be a travel or tax and money laundering haven for that 

community. Those responsible should be held to account. This is something that met with incredible 

popular support among those who were gathered. 

      People do not want to slip back into the past. Ukrainians are proud of what they have achieved. 

They want to move forward to what I think they would call a “normal” democracy, where there is 

respect for the rule of law and human rights, where opposition leaders are not thrown in jail, and where 

protestors are not shot or imprisoned. They want a future where Ukrainians can live a normal life. Many 

Ukrainians, I dare say most, were expecting that a trade agreement with the European Union would be 

symbolic of that democratic future for Ukraine. Those hopes were dashed. That is what sparked the 

Maidan protests we are seeing today.  

     I want to salute the heroes of the Maidan, those who have been out there day after day in the 

bitter cold; those who have lost their freedom, who have disappeared, who are in jail; those who have 

been injured; and those who have been killed during this situation. Those martyrs deserve our respect 

and our unquestioning admiration.  

     Their struggle should not be in vain. What we need to see as an outcome is for Ukraine to move 

forward. This needs to be an expression of the will of the Ukrainian people for a normal democracy, 



37 
 

respect for human rights and the rule of law, and the ability of all people to achieve their full potential. 

That is what Ukrainians want. That is what we hear our communities here in Canada expressing. 

     I cannot say enough how strongly the people I represent in Parkdale—High Park feel about this. I 

have joined them in many demonstrations calling for action from the Conservative government to 

impress upon Ukraine, in the strongest possible terms, the need for immediate action. We cannot wait 

any longer. Clearly the government is turning its back on the will of the people. 

     We have to react. Those who are taking Ukraine down the path of tyranny have to be held 

accountable. Their family members have suddenly overnight become billionaires. How does that 

happen? They have to be held accountable. They have to be held accountable in terms of the monies 

they have accumulated and in terms of their ability to travel freely throughout the world. That must not 

continue. 

     We owe a debt of gratitude to those who are standing up for human rights and democracy in 

the Maidan. They are the Euromaidan martyrs and heroes. We have to show that we are with them. 

That comes not only from words but from action.  

     My community is counting on the House and Parliament to take action. I am calling on my 

colleagues. I am so glad to see them here this evening. Let us stand together. Let us stay strong. Let us 

call on the government to act strongly in defence of those who are standing in the bitter cold in defence 

of democracy. The time to act is now. 

  (2035)   

Mr. Bob Dechert (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the hon. member for her speech tonight and for her 

comments at the rally in support of the Maidan protesters and martyrs yesterday in Toronto. I had the 

opportunity to participate with her. 

     She mentioned the NDP critic for foreign affairs earlier and some of the comments he has made. 

I understand that when Canada's Minister of Foreign Affairs was in Kiev in early December, he went to 

Maidan Square and stood in solidarity with those protestors. I understand that the member for Ottawa 

Centre said, “Joining a protest signals that you are on one side”. He criticized the minister for doing that.  

     I wonder if the member could explain exactly what her colleague meant by those comments. 

Ms. Peggy Nash:   

     Mr. Speaker, I remember vividly being in Maidan Square in 2004 during the Orange Revolution. I 

was there as an election observer. After returning from Zaporizhia, I joined folks in the square, and I 

could not help but be caught up by the spirit of optimism and hope people were expressing at that 

point. That hope has been challenged in recent years. It has been challenged by subsequent elections. 
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      I have gone back as an election observer twice since then. That hope has been challenged by 

subsequent events. We do not want Ukrainians to give up hope that they can achieve democracy. We 

need to support that desire for democracy. I firmly believe that those who are protesting are doing so 

because they want democracy, and that is surely what all of us here in the House desire. 

     I thank my colleague for also being at the demonstration yesterday and at other demonstrations 

in support of Ukraine. We are united in our goal. What we need to be is united in our action, and I hope 

we can come together tonight on that. 

  (2040)   

Mr. Frank Valeriote (Guelph, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, tonight no one in the House is questioning the resolve of all Ukrainians who desire 

peace and democracy in the Ukraine and of those of the Ukrainian diaspora here in Canada who seek 

the same. There is one thing everyone is questioning, including the Ukrainian diaspora here in Canada, 

and that is the resolve of the Conservative government, which my colleague made reference to in her 

comments. 

     Today, and actually since last December, the member for Wascana has been calling for 

unilateral action to send official observers to scrutinize what is going on, for providing expedited visas to 

victims who need to leave that country for their safety, and for targeting Yanukovych and his crowd with 

personal sanctions, asset freezes, and travel bans, for example, to push them to stop their anti-

democratic behaviour. 

     Does the member for Parkdale—High Park agree that Canada should take unilateral action in 

pursuing these three goals to bring some solution and to show the resolve that Canada should have? 

Ms. Peggy Nash:   

     In a word,  Mr. Speaker,  yes. That is what our critic for foreign affairs called for last week, which 

I was proud to report on at the rally yesterday in Toronto.  

     Yes, Canada has a special role to play because of our unique relationship with Ukraine. The 

number of Ukrainian Canadians is quite large. Canada has played a special role in terms of being the first 

country to recognize Ukraine as an independent country. A number of election observers, including 

some of us in this Chamber, have helped to preserve democracy in Ukraine. Canada has a special role.  

     Yes, we have called for Yanukovych and his family to be held to account with targeted sanctions 

and for assisting those who are being persecuted and may need special assistance to leave that country 

to come to Canada. The New Democratic Party has already called for this. Our foreign affairs critic has 

been out in front of other parties in calling for this. 
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      I hope tonight, with this debate, that we can all come together and say that this makes sense. 

Canada does have a special role to play. Let us work together. Let us get past just calling for it. Let us 

make it happen. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Romeo Saganash (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I am very honoured to rise today for this emergency debate on Ukraine. 

    I know that earlier today, during question period, my leader thanked the Speaker for operating 

this House so effectively and wished him and the clerk a happy new year. The same should also be said 

to the interpreters, who also ensure the House operates effectively. They make sure we understand 

each other here. I would like to wish the House interpreters a happy New Year. 

     I said earlier that I was honoured to rise on this matter because I worked for the United Nations 

for over 23 years and I took part in various international trials. I negotiated and participated in 

multilateral negotiations involving a number of documents, the best known being the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the General Assembly in 1987.  

     I mention this because, in the entire time I spent at the United Nations, I saw that the most 

important thing is international co-operation. It is an obligation of United Nations member states. In 

fact, it is set out in the first few articles of the United Nations charter. Therefore, that co-operation is 

essential for the effective operation of the world. 

     In that sense, I saw just how important international co-operation is in all the debates we will 

have today, tomorrow and in the ones we have had in the past. It is very important to remember that 

international co-operation is rather essential to the effective operation of inter-country relations. 

     I would be remiss if I were to forget the importance of the Ukrainian community's contribution 

to Canada. I know that, in general, the Ukrainian community has made a very important contribution to 

our economic development, particularly in mining development in a number of regions, especially mine. 

My riding of Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou is large, but the Abitibi region is home to a large 

Ukrainian community, and I would like to take advantage of this debate to say hello to them. 

     From the outset, one of the things we need to emphasize in this debate—as I mentioned 

earlier—is the special relationship Canada has with Ukraine. We need to make the most of it. Indeed, if 

we can make the most of that relationship with Ukraine, we can play an important role, an effective role 

and a positive role. We could even play a decisive role in this debate, if we make the most of our 

relationship with Ukraine. That is what matters in all of this. 

     It is always important to remember the major responsibilities of members of the United Nations. 

The purposes and principles are outlined in article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations. I would like to 

quote paragraph 3 of article 1, to remind the members of this Parliament of the purpose of the United 

Nations: 
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  (2045)   

     3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, 

cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and 

for fundamental freedoms for all.... 

    I think this first article of the United Nations charter is important, and member states need to 

remember this every time there is a crisis, like the one happening in Ukraine right now. It is important to 

remind our friends that we have this responsibility, this objective set out by the UN charter. We tend to 

forget this. 

     For many years, I took part in international debates at the United Nations, and we often talked 

about the rule of law, human rights and democracy. All three of these principles are absolutely essential 

in international debate—again, the rule of law, human rights and democracy are equally essential. It is 

also crucial to remember that these three principles are interrelated. They cannot be separated in 

international law. It is important to remember that. 

     As for the human rights situation in the current crisis in Ukraine, it is important to repeat that 

we still have concerns in that regard, since we have been talking about this for some time now. Various 

international mechanisms within the United Nations have highlighted those concerns in various reports. 

     Earlier, while listening closely to the debate, I was looking at a report published by the Human 

Rights Council on February 9, 2009, about arbitrary detention in Ukraine, as well as a report by a special 

rapporteur, published in 2008, on freedom of opinion and freedom of expression in Ukraine. 

     These are just two examples of reports on human rights violations in the Ukraine, which is 

exactly what is happening during this crisis. It is important to remember that this is not a new issue. 

     It is also important to remember that United Nations member states have obligations, which are 

an essential part of our role in international co-operation. 

     I would just like to mention the words of José Manuel Barroso, president of the European 

Commission, who said that the European Union has the right and the duty to stand by the people of 

Ukraine at this very difficult time, because they are giving to Europe one of the greatest contributions 

that can be given. Those young people in the streets of Ukraine, with freezing temperatures, are writing 

the new narrative for Europe. 

    I would like to end with something my colleague for Ottawa Centre mentioned earlier. Our party 

submitted a supplementary report as part of a study on Canada-Ukraine relations. 

     That report underscores the importance of ensuring that all potential trade deals with Ukraine 

be dependent upon free, fair and transparent elections that comply with recognized international 

standards. As well, before the elections, all political prisoners would need to be released. The NDP also 

recommends that Canada work together with the European Union. 
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     There is another example. That is why we insist on international co-operation when we debate 

issues that are so crucial to maintaining world peace. 

  (2050)   

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, as a Canadian of Russian Ukrainian descent, I would like to thank my colleague for 

his speech and for his support for the Ukrainian people. I would also like to thank all the members of this 

House. 

     Over the past few days, anti-government demonstrations have been taking place across central 

and western Ukraine. On January 25 and 26, thousands of people were also seen protesting in 

Zaporozhye and Dnipropetrovsk, two cities in eastern Ukraine. What matters is that demonstrations are 

taking place all over the country. Could my colleague comment on my remarks? 

  (2055)   

Mr. Romeo Saganash:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his question.  

     As a member state of the United Nations, we need to keep in mind the UN's goals and principles 

any time a situation such as this one arises anywhere in the world. Respect for human rights is one of 

these key goals and principles. In cracking down on protesters in the streets of Ukraine, the Ukrainian 

government is failing in that regard. This failure is troubling and needs to be talked about. As a member 

of the United Nations, Canada has a duty to remind other states of their essential obligations. 

[English] 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, we have Canadians all across our land signing petitions. The Ukrainian Canadian 

Congress did a fantastic job in trying to capture the issue and now soliciting support by getting people to 

sign petitions. I was at a couple of events where the petition was circulated. 

     I want to make quick reference to the third point where it refers to imposing personal sanctions 

against those individuals, their family members and associates who are responsible for human rights 

violations, criminal activity or corrupt business practices in Ukraine.  

     My question for the member is that as Canadians as a whole see the value of taking more 

tangible action, what are his thoughts about taking selected, targeted sanctions and the benefit of 

Canada playing a stronger leadership role in that whole area? It is something I believe Canada is 

uniquely positioned to do and on which he might want to comment.  

[Translation] 
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Mr. Romeo Saganash:   

    Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his important question.  

    First and foremost, Canada needs to send a clear message regarding the current situation in 

Ukraine.  

     Our critic for foreign affairs made another suggestion I totally support: that we should consider 

sanctions against the people responsible for this violent repression. Perhaps we could keep them from 

travelling or seize their foreign assets. Harsh sanctions targeting the people responsible for the 

repression and human rights violations are in order. 

[English] 

Ms. Lois Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Development, CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, I listened very carefully to my colleague's comment when he said that Canada 

needs to send a clear message. It was December 10 when we had a debate in the House on this very 

issue. Since that time the Minister of Foreign Affairs has been in Ukraine with the protestors. I wonder if 

my colleague could comment on what kind of a strong message that this has sent the Ukrainian people. 

We believe that is the kind of strong message that Canada has sent, and I hope that my colleague would 

comment on that and affirm that it is indeed the message we have sent.  

[Translation] 

Mr. Romeo Saganash:   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the member opposite for her question. I want to comment on 

a point she raised. 

     I remember another debate in the House in which someone pointed out to a member of cabinet 

that we were involved in a demonstration occurring right outside our doors, and the minister told us to 

carry on, adding that, for their part, they intended to act. That is precisely what we want. We demand 

action from the government. There is a distinct lack of action at this point. 

     My colleague, the foreign affairs critic, made some suggestions earlier on, but now the time has 

come to act and to send an even stronger message than the one the member just suggested. 

  (2100)   

[English] 

Mr. Bob Dechert (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to start by saying dobry den to all my Ukrainian friends and Ukrainian 

Canadians who I know are watching this evening. 
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     I stand here with a great sense of frustration. As my colleague the Parliamentary Secretary to 

the Minister of International Development mentioned, we were all here in December debating this very 

same issue. I myself have made four visits to Ukraine on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the 

Government of Canada in the last two years. I visited Kiev, Kharkiv, Lviv, Sambir, and many other places. 

Wherever I went, I saw the people of Ukraine striving for democracy, freedom, a chance at a better 

economic future, integration with Europe, and yet the government of President Yanukovych refuses to 

listen to the people of Ukraine. 

     We sent a 500-person election monitoring mission to the last parliamentary elections in 

Ukraine, and we found many problems there. Canada sent the largest international election observation 

mission. Whether the next presidential election is held this year or in 2015, Canada will again be sending 

a large international election observation mission. Canada cares about Ukraine.  

     We should be here tonight celebrating the success of Ukraine. We should be celebrating 

Ukrainian democracy. We should be celebrating Ukraine's integration with Europe. Instead, we are here 

to once again condemn this repressive government that wants to continually repress its people's right to 

freedom and democracy. It wants to repress the rule of law, freedom of speech, and freedom of the 

press. It wants to hold back people's economic opportunities. In short, the Ukrainian government 

refuses to listen to the people it professes to govern and support. 

    I would like to begin by thanking all of the parties for agreeing to have this important emergency 

debate this evening. This is an issue that is near and dear to all of us in the House, given that Ukrainian 

Canadians have played such an instrumental role in building Canada. 

     More than 1.3 million Canadians have Ukrainian heritage. That number of people mixed among 

the total population of Canada, approximately 34 million Canadians, in my view makes Canada the most 

Ukrainian country in the world outside of Ukraine. 

     Whether we have Ukrainian heritage of our own or just have a good neighbour or friend of 

Ukrainian heritage, people all across Canada know the efforts Ukrainians have made for over 120 years 

to build this country. They are integrated in all levels of Canadian society. They are doctors, lawyers, 

athletes, musicians, and academics, and they are Canadians. 

     The first wave of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada came in, rode on a railway to the end of the 

line, were given a bag of seed and a shovel, and were told to walk another 100 miles, where they would 

find some land. Then they were to make it work. They opened up western Canada. 

     In my hometown of Hamilton, Ontario, they came to work in the steel industries and built those 

industries. The neighbourhood where I grew up in Hamilton was 50% Ukrainian. Every day I saw how 

they contributed to this great country. 

     A few years ago I had the distinct honour of practising law with the Right Hon. Ramon 

Hnatyshyn, former Governor General of Canada, who was the first Governor General of Canada of 
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Ukrainian origin and who held many roles in this very House as a member of Parliament for many years 

and in many different ministerial portfolios. 

     As we know, Canada has a long and proud history of supporting democracy in Ukraine. It is 

appropriate that Canada is having this emergency debate tonight, because on December 2, 1991, 

Canada became the very first western country to recognize Ukraine's independence. Ever since that day, 

Canada has had a strong connection with Ukraine. That recognition was initiated by former prime 

minister Mulroney. 

     In 2004, Canadians across this country watched their television sets as Ukrainians came together 

in that very same Maidan, asking for freedom in the Orange Revolution. 

  (2105)   

     We were all glued to our TV sets to hear of the latest developments, and we were encouraged 

to see the outpouring of democracy in Ukraine. Unfortunately, things have taken a turn for the worse in 

recent years. 

     We implore the Ukrainian government to protect their people's right to peaceful, democratic 

protest and free speech. With tonight's emergency debate, we have the opportunity to send a strong 

message back to Ukraine and back to President Yanukovych and his regime. 

     Today Ukrainians in the Maidan and across Ukraine are rejecting their Soviet past and instead 

embracing western ideals of freedom, democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and balanced justice. 

That is what the people of Ukraine are saying with the recent protests. They are fighting for a better 

future. They are fighting for hope.  

     Canada's position has been clear. We are deeply disappointed with the Ukrainian government's 

reaction to these peaceful protests. The new laws passed by President Viktor Yanukovych give the 

Ukrainian government, police, and security services harsh new powers that severely limit individual 

rights and freedoms. Our government believes that this is fundamentally inconsistent with democratic 

practice and of grave concern to all those who are committed to a free and democratic Ukraine.  

     While in Kiev just this past December, our Minister of Foreign Affairs met with his Ukrainian 

counterpart, Minister Kozhara, to express Canada's grave concerns about the Ukrainian government's 

crackdown on mass protests. Our minister also expressed to Minister Kozhara Canada's expectation of 

the Ukrainian government to carry out an independent inquiry into the killings. 

     As a Canadian and a parliamentarian, I was proud to see our Minister of Foreign Affairs in Kiev 

defending the values we all hold dear. This was mentioned a few minutes ago in debate. Our minister, 

the Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs, went to the Maidan, to Independence Square in Kiev, to stand 

with those protesters. I do not believe any other foreign minister in the world has done that.  

     Other members of this House, such as the member for Etobicoke Centre, were also there in 

December, standing shoulder to shoulder with the freedom-loving protesters in the Maidan and asking 
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for a better future for all Ukrainians. At the same time, there were those in the opposition who were 

criticizing the Minister of Foreign Affairsfor being there, suggesting that perhaps he should not be at a 

protest, because that would indicate that Canada was taking one side over the other. I think it was the 

right thing to do and I think most Canadians think it was the right thing to do. 

     Our government has been engaged on this file, and we will continue to be. We urge the 

Ukrainian government to find a political solution by engaging in a real dialogue. We urge all Ukrainians 

to avoid violence. Continued violence will further undermine democracy and freedom in Ukraine and 

bring serious consequences. 

     We will review and consider all possible options, together with our international partners. Our 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Is meeting with the European Union foreign minister, the Hon. Catherine 

Ashton, and with other foreign ministers from the United States and from our other allies around the 

world so that we can collectively speak with a strong voice to condemn these actions in Ukraine and 

hopefully bring about some changes in Ukraine that will ensure freedom of protest and democracy and 

freedom of speech for the people of Ukraine. We will stand with the Ukrainian people, who 

courageously continue to speak out in support of democracy. 

     When we are discussing the current situation in Ukraine, I think it is also important to address 

the issue of religious freedom. I was pleased to see that Canada's ambassador for religious freedom, the 

Hon. Andrew Bennett, was just in Ukraine over this past weekend in order to raise Canada's concerns 

regarding the oppression of religious freedom and the attacks by the Yanukovych regime on the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. The last time we saw such repression was under Joseph Stalin, and no 

one wants to see Ukraine return to those days. 

     While in Kiev, Ambassador Bennett met with various clergy, including His Beatitude Patriarch 

Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and Patriarch Filaret of the Orthodox Church. I would 

like to note that instead of suppressing the voices of religious groups, Ukraine should be embracing the 

important role that can be played by clergy and faith-based organizations in encouraging dialogue 

among all parties. 

     As history has shown us, the suppression of religious freedom is often a predictor for the abuse 

of other fundamental human rights. Freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, and freedom of religion 

are important principles of any truly democratic country. Canada has shown that we are committed to 

advancing democracy in Ukraine, and despite Ukraine's recent tilt toward Russia, our government 

remains committed to long-term democratic development there. In fact, in 2012 Canada fielded its 

largest-ever international electoral observation mission by sending 500 Canadians to Ukraine.  

  (2110)   

     Overall, Canada provided $11.4 million in support of the 2012 election process, particularly 

through Mission Canada, but also through support to Ukrainian civil society organizations that mobilized 

thousands of young volunteers to conduct their own election monitoring and public awareness 

campaigns. 
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     Canada understands that a functioning and growing democracy needs active informed citizens, a 

free press, well functioning public institutions and the rule of law. Over the last 20-plus years, Canada 

has made an investment of approximately half a billion dollars in the development of democracy in 

Ukraine. That is because the people of Canada care about Ukraine. They want to see their friends and 

relatives, their brothers and sisters, the relatives of those who gave so much to our country have the 

same freedoms and opportunities for prosperity that we have here in Canada. 

    Canadian development assistance to Ukraine has always reflected this and will continue to do 

so. Despite Canada's ongoing contributions and those from many other countries wanting and working 

for a more free and democratic Ukraine, recent events demonstrate that a democratic deficit still exists. 

    Earlier this evening mention was made of the report by the Standing Committee on Foreign 

Affairs and International Development to the House on the situation in Ukraine. That happened in May 

2012. I was a member of that delegation, as was my colleague, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of International Development, and many other members of the House.  

     We visited Kharkiv, Kiev, Lviv and Sambir. We met with people from all walks of life in Ukraine, 

ranging from members of parliament, members of the government, and members of the opposition to 

academics and people in the media. We found that there were many problems that needed to be 

addressed in Ukraine. We submitted the report to the House and it is very instructive. I would 

encourage all members of the House to read that report, because there are issues going on in Ukraine 

that started quite a few years ago and continue. We have seen them get worse and worse these last few 

months in Maidan and other places across Ukraine. 

     In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for granting us the ability to discuss the situation 

in Ukraine this evening. It is important for us to send a message that Canada and the world is watching. 

Canada is deeply troubled by the anti-democratic trends emerging in Ukraine. On that I will say that I 

have read quotes today by opposition leaders in Ukraine who know that this debate is taking place 

tonight in the Canadian Parliament. They are watching. Tomorrow the Verkhovna Rada will be meeting 

in Kiev. They will be debating these issues. I hope that these comments they are hearing tonight from us 

will give them courage to stand up for democratic principles and freedoms in Ukraine. 

     Canada is deeply troubled by these anti-democratic trends emerging in Ukraine, and our Prime 

Minister and our Conservative government will continue to stand with those Ukrainians who believe in 

freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

     Slava Ukraine! Slava Canada! 

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, the parliamentary secretary mentioned that the report by the foreign affairs 

committee, a committee that he used to be a member of, did mention to the House what was 

happening at the time. I am sure he would agree that things have deteriorated since then. 
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     One of the things we have heard from the government that is important to note is that the 

government is saying that all options are open at this point and that it is going to consult with its allies to 

determine what action to take. We have talked to a number of our colleagues here whether they would 

support what we have been asking for, namely targeted sanctions, to look at visa bans, travel 

restrictions and aiding the people of Ukraine that way. 

     In terms of the consultations, does my colleague have any updates for the House on where we 

could possibly see this going? I think he would agree that we have raised the issue. December 10, 2013 

was when we had the take note debate that he and his colleague referenced, and we all want to act on 

the unanimous consent motion. I wonder if he could update us and tell us what consultations are 

happening and when we could see some sort of pronouncement from the government about actions on 

sanctions or anything else. 

  (2115)   

Mr. Bob Dechert:   

     Mr. Speaker, targeted sanctions are definitely being considered. However, we need to make 

sure that whatever Canada does is consistent with what the European Union and the United States and 

other allies do. When we do these things together, they will have maximum impact. 

      Canada can certainly take a leading role and we are, which is why our minister is currently 

discussing these things with his counterparts. However, if we were to do it alone, I think the oligarchs, 

the members of the Yanukovych regime, might simply ignore it and say it is just one country and “what 

do we care about that”.  

     When we all do it together, stand together, and say that they will not be able to travel to 

Canada, the United States, England, France, that they cannot take their kids to Disney World this year, or 

go to the south of France to live in that sea-side villa they paid for with ill-gotten money they stole from 

the Ukrainian people, then they will start to take notice. That is why our minister is conferring with our 

allies. I believe there will be an announcement in the ensuing days and that the member will be quite 

happy with what he hears. 

Ms. Chrystia Freeland (Toronto Centre, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, does that answer of the hon. member for Mississauga—Erindale mean that Canada 

rules out acting unilaterally? Are we waiting for permission from the United States and the European 

Union to have targeted sanctions against the Ukrainian government, which is repressing its people? 

 

Mr. Bob Dechert:   

     Mr. Speaker, I welcome the new member to the House. Had she been around in 2012, she 

would know about the leadership role that Canada took in sending its foreign affairs committee to 
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Ukraine. We wrote a report that was widely distributed in Ukraine, Canada and around the world. We 

made some very strong statements in it.  

     Certainly we are not saying that we would rule out unilateral action, but at this point in time the 

best thing is to act in conjunction with others. When we bring all those forces together we will have 

maximum impact, and I believe that is what we will see happen. I am certainly looking forward to that 

and I know she is as well. 

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice, for his 

speech and for his work in his previous portfolio as parliamentary secretary to the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and for his incredible knowledge of the situation in Ukraine. 

     We have been watching the situation slowly deteriorate for the last number of years. It started 

with Yanukovych coming to power. We saw some of the changes that have been made to election laws 

and we know that there has been a slow move to undermine the democratic will of the people. I guess 

the one thing that started to bring that to fruition was the drastic measures that President Yanukovych 

and his regime were prepared to take in imprisoning Yulia Tymoshenko, the legitimate opposition 

leader, the runner up in the presidential elections of 2010. She was wrongfully politically imprisoned 

through a showcase trial  

     Could the parliamentary secretary talk to that? The foreign affairs committee in the past studied 

the issue of eroding democratic rights and how the telling tale was when Yanukovych believed that if he 

could get away with that, “Just watch me now”. That is why we find ourselves in the situation we are in 

today.  

Mr. Bob Dechert:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague not only for his question but also the tremendous service he 

has given Canada and democracy in Ukraine by being a co-sponsor of the motion we are debating this 

evening. 

    As the member would know, I had the opportunity to go to Kharkiv on two occasions, once on 

my own and once with the foreign affairs committee, to try to meet with Mrs. Tymoshenko. Clearly her 

imprisonment is politically motivated and just an example of what the government of Yanukovych is 

willing to do to repress political freedom in that country. 

     Mrs. Tymoshenko should be released. We have demanded that she be released. Canada was at 

the forefront of sending a medical team to Kharkiv to examine her in the prison hospital to find out what 

her medical problems were and to ensure that she got the proper medical treatment. We demand that 

she be released as part of any political process going forward. It is absolutely necessary to restore faith 

in democracy and it would be a good sign if the government of Ukraine were to release her immediately. 

  (2120)   
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[Translation] 

Mr. Philip Toone (Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank the parliamentary secretary for his speech, which was quite interesting. 

     I have a question for him about non-governmental organizations. They have quite an important 

role to play in supporting democratic forces in Ukraine. Are we doing enough to help them? What, 

specifically, are we doing to help? Have they asked the Government of Canada to help them out? Where 

are we at on the issue of non-governmental organizations? 

[English] 

Mr. Bob Dechert:   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the hon. member for his very good question.  

     In fact, as I mentioned in my speech, Canada has been working with many non-governmental 

organizations in Ukraine to support the democratic process, both during the last parliamentary elections 

and, really, over the last 20 years, to help build democratic institutions and information systems that 

would allow the Ukrainian people to have the knowledge they need to elect democratic governments 

and to know when their democratic rights are being infringed. 

     During the last parliamentary election process, a significant amount of money was provided to 

Ukrainians for their own information and election monitoring processes. We continue to work with 

those non-governmental organizations. I met with many of them when I visited Ukraine. I know that the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs met with many of them, as has our Ambassador of Religious Freedom.  

     Therefore, there is a very significant role that non-governmental organizations can play and we 

will be continuing to support them in this current fight for democratic peaceful protest rights in Ukraine, 

and in the future for the democratic process there. 

Mr. Wladyslaw Lizon (Mississauga East—Cooksville, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask my hon. colleague the following question.  

     There are statements made by people around the world, especially on the Russian side, that 

bring the issue of Ukrainian unity into question. They want to deflect the real problems that exists in the 

country. They say these issues exist because there is a big difference between eastern Ukraine and 

western Ukraine, and recently Mr. Zhirinovsky, the deputy speaker of the Russian lower house or Duma, 

said that if Stalin had divided Ukraine and taken it apart, there would not be the problems being 

experienced today. 

     Would my hon. colleague like to comment on how important it is for Ukrainians and the country 

of Ukraine to stay together despite the differences. Every country has its differences. 

Mr. Bob Dechert:   
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     Mr. Speaker, what was going through my mind earlier when my colleague, the member for 

Mississauga East—Cooksville, spoke was that this was a man who actually knows what he is talking 

about. He lived under a repressive communist regime in Poland, similar to the regime that people lived 

under in Ukraine during the Soviet times. He knows what it means to throw off the shackles of the old 

Soviet regime. There were always people in Ukraine and have been for decades, and I would say 

perhaps for centuries, trying to divide the Ukrainian people, but I reject this notion. The Ukrainian 

people are a distinct people. There is a distinct culture there. They have made great contributions 

throughout the centuries to the region and they deserve to stay together as one cohesive unit, not 

suffer the repression they have suffered in the past, and go forward, hopefully in a unified integrated 

way with Europe, with the opportunities that the people of Poland have had since their independence. 

  (2125)   

[Translation] 

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to mention that I will be splitting my time with the member for 

Abitibi—Témiscamingue. 

     First off, I would to thank the member for Selkirk—Interlake and the member for Etobicoke-

Centre for having requested tonight's emergency debate. 

     It is of the utmost importance that we have such a debate tonight, because tomorrow morning, 

the Ukrainian Parliament will be in session. Everyone is wondering if it will enact martial law, which may 

include a blackout. 

[English] 

     It is important that we are doing this tonight. 

     I would like to start by thanking my relative, Vitaliy Milentyev, who is the current president of 

the Alberta chapter of the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce. I have been receiving updates on the 

tragic situation in the Ukraine from him. In fact, last week my brother George and I were able to watch 

news clips from Ukraine when we spent some time with Vitaliy. What we saw was very disturbing. 

     I would like to share some background information that he sent to me today. However, first I 

would like to thank the Ukrainian Canadian Congress for its excellent briefing notes, which will be 

reflected in the debate tonight. 

      Also, I would like to emphasize that the outrage we are seeing in Ukraine is not confined to Kiev. 

It has been several days since anti-government protests have swept across central and western Ukraine, 

taking over regional administrative buildings. On January 25 and 26, two key industrial eastern cities, 

Zaporozhye and Dnepropetrovsk, which are traditionally seen as largely supporting the ruling party, 

have seen thousands of people rally on their main squares. In Zaporozhye, protestors are chanting 
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slogans like “get out”, “Zaporozhye, wake up”, and they are singing the national anthem of Ukraine. 

There were also repeated calls for the governor of Zaporozhye region, Oleksandr Peklushenko, to resign. 

What we are seeing is not something that is confined to one part of Ukraine. 

     Here is some background information that I received today on what has happened since 

Yanukovych resumed power in 2010. Being backed by a majority of faithful MPs, he immediately 

appointed his close allies to the key positions in the country: chief justice of the constitutional court, 

head of a national bank, head of the ministry of finance, and head of customs and revenue service. 

Essentially all ministries and government departments are now headed by his subordinates.  

     The following transgressions of Yanukovych were also observed by the people of Ukraine, 

covered in media, and yet they have received no attention from the government. 

     There was the imprisonment for questionable charges of Yulia Tymoshenko and other leaders of 

the opposition, and key political figures. He first squeezed out the owners of large businesses, then 

smaller and smaller businesses. Any semi-successful business in Ukraine that shows any profit is now a 

target for Yanukovych's raider attacks. 

      Yanukovych's family, in four years, has become one of the richest and most powerful families in 

Ukraine by far. His son and son's friends are managing the empire. He has used taxpayers' money to 

build lavish residences for himself in national parks and heritage sites. There have been billions of dollars 

spent in open sight with absolutely no regard to public questioning of such expenses. 

      These are examples of what has become of a country ruled by one family. 

    I also have here a plea for help that I and my cousin Vitaliy received today from a friend of his 

who represents an intellectual elite of the Ukrainian legal system. He is one of the few judges with 

consciousness and dignity. Here is what he said: 

     Dozens of thousands of Ukrainians have been protesting in sub-zero temperatures for over 2 

months now. (it's -15C in Kyiv now). 

      He continued: 

     Ukraine has clearly been mismanaged. The last “drop in the bucket” was a package of laws passed 

by the parliamentary majority almost two weeks ago that clearly violate basic constitutional and 

human rights, freedom of speech and freedom of expression. 

      The tension is escalating. The area of “Independence Square”...is growing every night. More and 

more administrative and ministerial buildings are being occupied by protestors. Clashes with riot 

police have turned deadly last week. Police have started grabbing people (often non-protesting 

bypassers) and throwing them behind bars. The count of jailed people is in the thousands now. 

     I fear for members of my family who are also there and involved in this protest. 

  (2130)   
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     He continues to say that the “Government of Canada, (along with the Governments of other 

countries) should immediately interfere and call to seek for compromise as the most realistic approach 

to resolving the crisis and to prevent any further bloodshed”. It is much easier, according to the judge, 

“to prevent a civil war than to deal with its consequences (take Syria as the most recent example).”  

     He also reminds us that we need to remind Yanukovych and his affiliates of the sanctions that 

can be introduced in the case of escalation of violence and offer political asylum to those clearly 

persecuted by the government. Dozens of prominent Ukrainian figures who oppose Yanukovych's 

regime are now under constant pressure by threats from law enforcement, and some of them have 

unfortunately disappeared. The worst is feared. Some had to flee the country with their families in fear 

for their lives. 

     I would like to take a moment to offer a quotation from my newly elected colleague, the MP for 

Toronto Centre. It is important. She has a good summary of what is going on in the country:  

     Ukraine today is poised between the establishment of a deeply rooted, hard-earned democracy and 

a return to bare-knuckle authoritarianism. The outcome is critical for Ukraine, of course, and the 

Ukrainian diaspora around the world, but it will also have a powerful demonstration effect in Russia, 

other former Soviet republics, and everywhere in the world where civil society is struggling against 

dictatorship. What happens in Ukraine matters to the prospects for democracy around the world. The 

good news is that we can make a difference. 

      In Ukraine we are seeing the struggle for human dignity, for the rule of law, for freedom of 

expression and association in its clearest form. 

     I would like to thank my colleague for that. I did not have time to read her whole article. 

    I would like to run out my time by reading from an appeal of the people of Ukraine to the 

international community, entitled “...Please Act Now”. It is dated January 24, 2014 at 2:14 p.m.: 

     This is our last plea for help. Tomorrow they might disconnect our phones and Internet, announce a 

state of emergency and kill us while the international community remains silent, upholding European 

values on paper only. People are dying for them in Ukraine, and will continue to die. 

     Citizens of Ukraine, representatives of civil organizations, active participants in the peaceful protest 

on the Maidan...in Kyiv and across the whole country appeal to the international community, national 

governments and international organizations to decisively intervene in the current situation in 

Ukraine in order to help Ukrainians secure peace and civil rights in this part of Europe. We need your 

help to stop this bloody, brutal and evil war, which criminal government authorities wage against 

their own people. 

     The response to the protesters' actions by the Ministry of Internal Affairs...Security Forces is 

outrageous. Police strongly violate human rights, secured by international conventions and Ukrainian 

legislation, particularly by using live ammunition and water cannons. At least five people have already 

been killed by sniper's bullets and torture by criminal thugs hired by the authorities to fight activists, 
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and the fate of many others has not been determined. Hundreds of protesters were severely injured, 

among them dozens of medical workers and journalists, who have been intentionally shot by snipers 

from “Berkut”(riot police), mainly targeting their eyes. MIA Security Forces have kidnapped the 

severely wounded right from the hospitals, handcuffed, tortured and humiliated them. We ask you to 

note that despite the terror against protesters arranged by authorities all over country, and 

specifically in Kyiv, people's resistance, with only one exception, remains peaceful. 

     I have learned also that the government has been using what we call les agents provocateurs. In 

other words, they are hiring young thugs, who are poor or young people who do not have any money, 

dressing them up and getting them to take part on the side of the demonstrators to make it look as if 

demonstrators are committing the violence. That certainly has to stop. 

     I will continue with the appeal: 

     It has been two long months during which the government authorities of Ukraine have violently 

reacted to the peaceful protest of millions of Ukrainians. Partial radicalization of public attitudes in 

Kyiv is the outcome of brutal actions by police during crackdowns on the peaceful demonstrators on 

the 30th of November and 1st of December, absence of a response by the authorities to the 

EuroMaidan's demands, systemic repressions towards participants of the protests across the country, 

and adoption of illegitimate laws, that literally reify dictatorship in Ukraine. Violent resistance started 

when police blocked a peaceful protest against the abolishment of the rights of Ukrainians for non-

violent protest, freedom of the press, freedom of expression, and fair trial. 

     As I am out of time, I should add, Slava Ukraini. 

  (2135)   

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the content that my colleague brought to the House because it is right 

from what is happening on the ground. I know he was not quite finished his speech. I know that he 

wanted to add more, and I am going to give him the opportunity to do that.  

     Before the House rose, we had a debate on this subject. It was around the same time that we 

were celebrating Nelson Mandela's life. When we look at the struggles that Nelson Mandela went 

through, we think about what is happening here today and the troubles that continue. 

      On that note, I hope my colleague would continue with the additional information he wanted to 

provide. 

Mr. Alex Atamanenko:   

     Mr. Speaker, I will not take too much time because there are other questions that I am sure 

people want to ask. 
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     However, in this appeal, Ukrainians are demanding that the president, the cabinet and the 

ministers of the Ukraine immediately stop the violence that has been carried out by the ministry of 

internal affairs' security forces and hired criminal thugs. 

     They are asking us to come to the Ukraine to assess the situation from the inside and mediate 

negotiations between government authorities and citizens of the Ukraine in order to resolve the crisis, 

to send missions with observers to prevent the reification of the dictatorship, to protect fundamental 

human rights, to safeguard European democratic values in the Ukraine and to also impose personal 

sanctions on anyone who has been involved in violations of human rights in the Ukraine, ban their 

entrance into democratic countries, freeze their financial accounts, and to start investigations on money 

laundering. 

     That is the plea from the people of the Ukraine to us. 

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my friend from B.C. for his intervention tonight. I also want to 

thank him because a lot of people often forget, going back to when we came forward in 2008 with my 

bill for recognizing the Holodomor as a genocide, that he seconded my bill. I have always appreciated his 

advocacy work on that issue. 

     As someone of Ukrainian heritage, I know he is quite concerned about what is happening in the 

Ukraine. He is well aware of how democracy has slowly deteriorated. 

     Earlier I was speaking about former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who was imprisoned. 

That this was the first attack on democracy, when President Yanukovych and his regime effectively 

removed the opposition's voice two or three years ago. The measure that he used to charge her at a 

show cause hearing was that she had used her power while in office to negotiate a natural gas deal with 

Russia. 

     Does the member believe that the same measure, abuse of authority and power, should be used 

against President Yanukovych? 

Mr. Alex Atamanenko:   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my colleague for once again initiating this debate and for his 

hard work on behalf of Ukrainians throughout the world. 

     My family, like those of many Canadians, has suffered under the brutal Soviet regime. I heard 

stories when I first went there in 1971, and subsequently, of the brutality of the Soviet regime to the 

Ukrainian people. It confiscated grain and other goods and actually sent them to support the German 

empire. However, that is another story. 

     When we are dealing with someone like Yanukovych, I think he needs to be dealt with in a 

democratic fashion, but firmly. 
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     The people of the Ukraine have spoken. We need to support them by saying we are going to 

freeze his assets. We are going to ensure he does not have a chance to escape the country. We are not 

going to give him immunity like Yushchenko. I did not understand this, but apparently Yushchenko, the 

former president, was given immunity. He was not thrown into jail. A deal was struck and he was given 

all sorts of immunity; whereas Tymoshenko was put in jail. 

     Yanukovych needs to be treated in a democratic fashion, but he needs to be treated firmly. That 

country has to come back on a democratic path. 

  (2140)   

[Translation] 

Ms. Christine Moore (Abitibi—Témiscamingue, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, before I start my speech, I would like to explain why the member for Abitibi—

Témiscamingue, in northern Quebec, is rising to speak to the situation in Ukraine. 

     To explain, I want to share a little of my riding's history. During the First World War, we were 

allies with Great Britain. At some point, an order was issued to intern enemies of the state, people who 

were of German origin, from the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  

     Accordingly, 24 internment camps were set up in Canada, including four in Quebec. The first was 

set up in Spirit Lake, a small village next to my riding. This was, unfortunately, a strategic place to intern 

people, because when the camp was opened in 1915, the railway was virtually the only thing there.  

     Therefore, these people were in the middle of nowhere, in a desolate, tree-covered landscape. 

In the winter, it was bleak, snow-covered landscape. All that they had to monitor was the railway.  

     About 1,200 prisoners passed through the camp between 1915 and 1917. For the most part, 

they were Ukrainians. There were 200 soldiers guarding the prisoners and some civilians worked there. 

More than 50 buildings were built over two kilometres of land. Twenty-two people died there, and 19 of 

them were buried in a nearby cemetery. 

     I think it is important to explain why there is a Ukrainian community in Abitibi-Témiscamingue, 

as odd as this may seem. 

      The Spirit Lake camp interpretive centre opened not too long ago, at the start of my term. The 

Minister of Employment and Social Development, the parliamentary secretary for national defence and 

the member for Etobicoke—Lakeshore came with me to the opening of the centre to remember and 

acknowledge these events. 

     My riding also saw a second wave of immigration after the Second World War. Immigrants from 

Eastern Europe came to work in the mines and the smelter, and Ukrainians started to come, too. They 

left their mark on the region. Many buildings were built for the Ukrainian community.  
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     Many people of Ukrainian descent settled in the area. Some changed their names. They cut off 

the ending so their name would sound more French-Canadian. When we ask about their history, we find 

out that they changed their name, so there are even more Ukrainians in the region than we may think. 

They have been in Abitibi since the beginning. 

     Abitibi's first city, Amos, is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2014. Ukrainians arrived basically 

when the city was being built. They were there when the first cities were established. They have always 

been part of life in Abitibi. 

     That is why I wanted to take the time to explain why I felt strongly about speaking.  

     People are still attached to Ukraine. That is why I was delighted, last November, when the 

Department of Foreign Affairs selected me and my colleague from Etobicoke—Lakeshore to take part in 

a ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of Holodomor.  

     My colleague and I were supposed to take part in the ceremony. Holodomor refers to a time in 

1932 and 1933 when millions of Ukrainians fell victim to a widespread Soviet famine. A huge number of 

people died. It is a sad period in Ukrainian history.  

     This ceremony was important to me, since I am aware of how important Ukrainians have been 

in my riding's history. 

  (2145)   

     My colleague and I were supposed to leave on November 21. A few minutes before departure, 

we were told that we were no longer leaving because of what had happened and been set in motion. I 

want to point out that on November 21, the Ukrainian government suspended its preparations for the 

signing of the association agreement with the European Union. This news triggered the first wave of 

protests. Although these protests were democratic, they were violently repressed by the police. 

Therefore, we did not go to Kiev.  

     Since then, the violence has continued in a rather marked fashion in Ukraine, even though 

protesters are peaceful. They want a new truly democratic presidential election. 

     Some people in my community are affected by the situation. Jim Slobodian, who has worked for 

years to see the opening of the Spirit Lake camp said that, of course, people are affected when they look 

at what is happening. Mr. Slobodian, a native of Rouyn-Noranda, explained that his father came from 

Ukraine in 1920. His father said that even at the time, when he left Ukraine at the age of 16, the 

Russians were really domineering and that was one reason why he left the country with his brothers. 

They could no longer withstand this treatment. 

     Therefore, this situation has a real impact on certain people in my riding. These events affect 

them and concern them. 
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     Father Lev Chayka, who founded the Ukrainian churches of Val-d'Or and Rouyn-Noranda 

60 years ago, is following the discussions on the crisis very closely. He hopes the Ukrainian people's 

protest will have a positive effect on the European Union. He is also praying that Viktor Yanukovych will 

step down and elections are held in Ukraine to elect a president who supports the European Union. He 

also expressed his fear of the Russian government, which, in his opinion, is trying to build an empire. I 

would like to point out that Father Chayka is 90 years old. He says this is not just about trade, but about 

building another Russian empire today, as under Stalin.  

     People are very worried about this situation. What the descendants of Ukrainian immigrants in 

my riding want for their people is the right to free speech and to peaceful protest, so that they can be 

proud of their country. 

    I talked about all of the links with people in my riding. They want Canada to use its position to 

play a leading role in bringing back democracy as much as possible. We have many connections to 

Ukraine, so we can play a major role in bringing swift resolution to this conflict. Protesters have been 

killed, young people like me. It is heartbreaking to think that these people died because they wanted 

democracy and freedom. 

     The situation is all the more alarming because people are afraid there might be more violence. 

We hope that will not be the case; we do not want the protesters to be punished again, nor do we want 

more young people to be killed during protests.  

     Canada must play an effective leading role in trying to find solutions to bring democracy back to 

Ukraine. 

  (2150)   

Mr. Bernard Trottier (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and Government 

Services, CPC):   

    Mr. Speaker, I listened closely to my colleague from Abitibi—Témiscamingue's speech. 

     In 2012, I went to the opening of Spirit Lake camp. The camp commemorates a very sad time in 

the country's history: the internment of Ukrainians during the First World War. It is something we must 

never forget. 

     It is now 2014. My colleague talked about the leading role that Canada can play in resolving the 

situation in Ukraine. Can she explain the measures that Canada can take along with like-minded 

counterparts from other countries to bring freedom and democracy to Ukraine? 

     What can we do together with allies that share the hopes and dreams of Ukrainians to help the 

people of Ukraine? 

Ms. Christine Moore:   

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203351
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203351
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/170748?publicationDate=2014/01/27
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8203353


58 
 

     Mr. Speaker, at the very least, I believe we should use diplomacy to take a firm stance with the 

Ukrainian president. 

     Then, Canada should start considering the option of imposing sanctions such as travel bans and 

asset freezes on those responsible for the crackdown. The government should also hold discussions with 

our allies to determine if other measures should be taken. 

     I suggest that Canada stand firm and use the political clout afforded to us by the large number 

of Ukrainians currently residing here, while at the same time relying on diplomacy. 

[English] 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, my question is in relation to the question that was just asked, when the member 

made reference to what we could do with other countries around the world. My question is more 

specific. Canada does have a strong leadership role that it could play, even if it means going alone. Many 

Canadians would agree that Canada is positioned strongly enough that it could take targeted sanctions, 

that we do not have to wait for other countries in order to take such sanctions. 

     My question for the member is: To what degree does the member believe this? The member for 

Wascana, back in December, made it very clear that Canada could go alone on targeted sanctions, if 

need be, and we should be taking those targeted sanctions. We do not have to wait for countries like 

the U.S. and European countries to take targeted sanctions. What does she feel? Should we wait for 

other countries or should Canada be prepared to go alone, as we believe?  

[Translation] 

Ms. Christine Moore:   

     Mr. Speaker, I believe I already addressed that question in my answer to the previous question. 

     Canada should start considering the option of imposing sanctions on those responsible, such as 

travel bans and asset freezes. 

    I do not believe we should wait for other countries to act first. We can impose sanctions 

independently. At the same time, we can discuss options with our allies. When it comes to sanctions, 

however, Canada can act alone at any time, if it so desires and deems it appropriate. 

  (2155)   

Mr. Philip Toone (Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I truly appreciate my hon. colleague's speeches today in the House.  
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     Indeed, I think Canada has an important role to play in this crisis. We need to assert Canada's 

power, since after all, we are a G8 country. I think we need to exercise Canada's full authority, especially 

when it comes to protecting the democratic rights of people in a western country. 

     The question I would like to ask my colleague concerns the possibility that Canada intervene 

more directly with its partners—specifically the United Nations, which has not yet been called upon. We 

do not have a direct role to play with the European Union. However, we have an important role to play 

in the G8 and with many non-governmental organizations. 

     What sort of interventions might Canada propose to put even more pressure on the Ukrainian 

government? Apart from that, how can we participate alongside our partners? 

Ms. Christine Moore:   

     Mr. Speaker, that was a rather long question, but I will try to give a simple example. For 

example, if there were some sort of co-operation among countries, the current trade relations with 

Ukraine could be used to add a little pressure. I think there are many possible answers to that question; 

this is only one example among many, but I would need more time to answer such a long question. 

[English] 

Hon. Chris Alexander (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I will be splitting my time with the very hon. member for Dauphin—Swan River—

Marquette, whose speech will be much more worth listening to than mine. 

     I recommend that all members stay tuned to this space at the centre of Canada's democracy as 

we discuss an issue of global moment and importance. It is a political crisis in Ukraine, but is one that 

has significance for all of us who care about freedom, democracy, and the spread of values that 

Canadians hold dear in Europe and around the world, and above all, for the people of Ukraine who are 

living in fear again. They are living in fear that the achievements of well over two decades, and the 

achievements of Ukrainian civilization over centuries and millennia, may once again be under threat 

because of arbitrary decisions and because of violence that has been used against them, against 

ordinary citizens exercising their democratic right to freedom of assembly and freedom of speech in that 

place that is sacred to all Ukrainians, the Maidan at the centre of Kiev. 

     I am honoured to be here with so many distinguished colleagues following such an informative 

debate that has shown how much Canada cares. In asking ourselves why we are here tonight, why this 

debate is taking place on the first day of this new session in 2014 in Canada's Parliament, we have to 

look no further than our own history, our own roots, and our own core.  

     I am looking over at the member of Parliament for Toronto Centre, a new member in this place, 

who speaks a high quality of Ukrainian. I think her Russian is quite good, too. I can understand her 

Russian, but the quality of her Ukrainian is certainly second to none in this place and is probably second 
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to none among parliamentarians in NATO countries. That speaks to us as a nation in understanding what 

Ukraine is going through and in living that reality because of who we are. 

     Before 1914, 170,000 Ukrainians called Canada home. They opened the west. They settled parts 

of this country that others were not willing to settle. It was quite cold, from what I understand, even 

then, and still is. The sod had to be turned. The railway had just been built. Spurs were still under 

construction. 

     They stood that test and built a great society in western Canada. Today at least 1.3 million 

Canadians trace their ancestry to Ukraine. We are proud of their contribution. As the Minister of 

Citizenship and Immigration, I am very proud that in our Discover Canada guide, brought forward by my 

predecessor, now the Minister of Employment and Social Development, we recall that the first Victoria 

Cross anywhere in the British Empire awarded to one who was not born in that empire went to Corporal 

Filip Konowal, born in Ukraine, who showed exceptional courage in the battle of Hill 70 in 1917. He was 

the first member of the Canadian Corps not born in the British Empire to be awarded the Victoria Cross. 

     We on this side of the House are proud that Michael Starr, my neighbour, who represented part 

of what is now my riding, was the first member of a Canadian cabinet with Ukrainian roots. That was 

way back in 1957 under the great Right Hon. John George Diefenbaker. 

     We think of Ivan Pylypiw and Wasyl Eleniak, the first Ukrainian immigrants to Canada in 1891. 

There may have been others before them, but that is what our history records. They were the first we 

have a record of. Thousands, indeed millions, came later. Today the tradition continues in that we have 

a first-rate immigration program in Kiev. We have welcomed more students in the past year than ever 

before in history. Our approval rate from visitors from Ukraine is higher than ever. 

  (2200)   

     A record number of visitors came from Ukraine in 2012 and 2013, getting into five figures. All of 

this is because we believe in Ukraine's vocation as a member of a greater Europe and as a member of a 

greater global community dedicated to the principles of peace, freedom, democracy, human rights, and 

the rule of law. 

     That is why we are here tonight. We are here tonight because of their determination and their 

sacrifice to which we have been connected every step of the way. 

     It was not yesterday, and certainly not only in 1991, that Ukraine began its march to statehood. 

There have been four or five different initiatives and attempts to establish Ukrainian statehood on a firm 

foundation in the 20th century, and even earlier.  

     The 1991 experience is important to us, because we understand Ukraine's role in world 

civilization and in European civilization. It was because of this that Canada was the first country out of 

the gate. It took some doing, in those dark days at the end of 1991, to be the first at the door of the new 

Ukrainian state to say, “We recognize your independence. We recognize your dignity among the 

community of nations. We recognize your aspiration to live the values of democracy to their full 
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potential”. Canada was the first country to recognize a free Ukrainian state in 1991. That is why we are 

one of the first countries to have a debate in a democratic forum, with all parties agreeing on the thrust 

of our concern about the current crisis in Ukraine. 

     Why has it come about? It is very simple. The aspiration of a people to reclaim their birthright 

and their historical tradition of being at the centre of European and global civilization has been thwarted 

and is under threat of being put on a side track and taken off course for a long period of time if we all 

stand idle. 

     I had the honour of serving our country on two occasions in the Russian Federation. It was a 

country itself dedicated, at least starting in 1990 and 1991, to democracy in its constitution. Elections 

have been held. Many Russians, some of whom have demonstrated in recent years, are absolutely 

determined to see democracy embraced in their country.  

     The current President of the Russian Federation made a claim some years back that I think all 

members of the House would find outrageous. He said that the greatest crime, the greatest disaster, the 

greatest catastrophe of the 20th century was the breakup of the Soviet Union. Shame. Shame on any 

world leader who would say that. Shame on President Vladimir Putin for having said that in the face of 

victims of the Holodomor, victims of repression inside and outside the Soviet Union, and victims of 

sectarian wars to establish one-party violent communist state regimes in all parts of the world. Shame 

on anyone who would see that legacy, the disappearance of that legacy, and the holding to account of 

that legacy as a catastrophe.  

     On the contrary, we on this side of the House, and I hope all members of this place, understand 

that the fall of the Berlin Wall and the breakup of the Soviet Union were great moments for the triumph 

of the human spirit and the triumph of values in which we believe. It is those values for which individual 

Ukrainian civilians are standing up on the Maidan. They are standing up, through their collective 

aspiration to have an association agreement with Europe, to have their rights protected and to continue 

the freedom of speech that flourished in Ukraine over the past 20 years but which now has been 

curtailed and is under threat. 

  (2205)   

     It is for that reason we are here tonight, together, to contemplate what options Canada and 

other democracies have should negotiations fail and should the blackmail that has been coming from 

some quarters in Russia, and elsewhere beyond Ukraine's borders, succeed in thwarting the dreams and 

aspirations of an entire people.  

     Canada is a country whose foreign policy has always succeeded when we take positions of 

principle, when we take positions that reflect our own success as a nation, as an economy, and as a free 

people. It is that position we are taking tonight. It is that principle upon which we are standing tonight, 

and I am proud to be here with all of my colleagues to speak in favour of a free Ukraine. Slava Ukraini.  
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     We must stand up to bullying in our streets and communities, in Europe, in eastern Europe, and 

around the world. This is one case when we, as Canadians, must stand up and be counted. 

[Translation] 

Ms. Hélène Laverdière (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I heard my hon. colleague talk about principles. One of the options suggested by 

the Ukrainian Canadian Congress was that Canada accept Ukrainian refugees, especially people who 

have been injured during demonstrations, in order to provide them with care. 

     I wonder if my colleague could say whether he agrees that we should provide medical care to 

people arriving from Ukraine whose refugee status was still to be determined. 

  (2210)   

Mr. Chris Alexander:   

     Mr. Speaker, of course my hon. colleague is aware of Canada's offer to provide health care to 

Mrs. Tymoshenko and to play a primary role in protecting human rights in Ukraine. 

     In that regard, when Canada talks, people listen. Our development assistance programs have 

always played a central role when it comes to human rights in Ukraine and the development of justice 

institutions in Ukraine. Our asylum and immigration programs, including our humanitarian programs are 

open to Ukrainians at a time when their needs are great. 

     What we will not do is put ourselves between the two sides, in a void reminiscent of the worst 

days of the Trudeau regime, when the Government of Canada's policy involved the appeasement of the 

Soviet Union, which had a policy to integrate Ukraine and a number of other countries into a system 

based on violence. 

     We are siding with democracy, the opposition and human rights, and we are not afraid to say so. 

[English] 

Ms. Chrystia Freeland (Toronto Centre, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would first like to thank the hon. Minister of Citizenship and Immigration for his 

praise of my Ukrainian language skills. We first met in Kiev when he was serving our country very 

skilfully and admirably as a diplomat. I think that was longer ago than either one of us cares to 

remember. 

     The hon. minister said that this is one case when Canada must stand up and be counted and that 

we are on the side of democracy. I think all of us agree. The hon. minister also said that all parties are 

agreeing with the thrust of this discussion. I think we all agree with that, too. However, I have a specific 

question. 
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     It is the position of the Liberal Party of Canada that we should now, in response to the indeed 

crucial and grievous situation in Ukraine, unilaterally impose personal, directed sanctions against 

President Yanukovych and his allies in government. That is the clearly stated position of the Liberal Party 

of Canada. I believe it clearly reflects the thrust of our discussion tonight. Is that or is that not the 

position of the Government of Canada? 

Mr. Chris Alexander:   

     Mr. Speaker, the hon. member certainly knows Ukraine and she certainly knows Russia, and that 

knowledge will continue to be relevant to the development of Canadian policy in the months and years 

to come. 

     We have said very clearly that all options are on the table. That includes dramatic options. That 

includes options that have been suggested by members on this side and by our friends and allies. We 

look forward to being able to return to this place to say exactly what course of action we as a 

government recommend. 

     We have also been unambiguous in condemning the government of President Yanukovych for 

its use of violence, for the command and control arrangements that allowed that violence to be used 

against innocent protesters, for the lack of due process in passing repressive laws, and we stand by 

those condemnations with our friends and allies across NATO and beyond. 

     It is very important to understand the weight of our words and actions and the weight we will 

have as an international community if we act in concert, in unity. We have seen President Putin gain a 

certain amount of diplomatic prestige with his work in Syria, where he seems to care nothing for the 

fate of that civilian population. We have seen him sometimes side with the Iranian regime, countered 

only by united western pressure to impose some of the toughest sanctions in a generation in that 

country, which has changed the atmosphere and may yet still lead to a better result in Iran. 

     On Ukraine, the stakes are as high or even higher, and we, as I think any Liberal government in 

the past would have recognized, have a strong interest in consulting with our allies and making sure the 

actions we take hit as hard and serve as truly the interests of Ukrainian people as we can possibly 

ensure. 

  (2215)   

Mr. Robert Sopuck (Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, since our last take note debate on Ukraine on December 10, the situation has 

escalated to the point where Canada can no longer stand by without taking action. Canada was both 

shocked and disappointed when the Ukrainian government suddenly announced on November 21 that it 

would not pursue an association agreement and a deep and comprehensive free trade area with the 

European Union. This was an abrupt reversal from years of planning and earnest negotiations on the 

part of our European partners. As millions of Ukrainians agree, Canada believes that the Ukraine's future 

lies in a free Europe. 
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     One day after our debate on December 10, the Ukraine authorities ordered the use of riot police 

against peaceful demonstrators in Kiev's market square. The Prime Minister issued a statement to 

express his deep concern regarding the use of force against Ukrainian citizens who were within their 

rights to protest and express their opinions. As protesters demonstrated in the hopes that it would 

change the future of their country and bring them closer to Europe, braving harsh winter conditions to 

stage 24-hour protests, President Yanukovych again blighted the Ukrainians' faith for a better future. 

     On December 17, President Yanukovych travelled to Russia to be with President Putin, where he 

accepted a $15 billion aid package along with reduced prices for natural gas. 

     Far from calming protesters, this deal had the opposite effect and massive rallies took place in 

Kiev and other parts of the Ukraine. University students and staff joined in the protests to express their 

discontent, but Ukrainian officials attempted to apply pressure on the administration students of the 

Ukrainian Catholic universities across the country, and Ambassador Bennett, Canada's ambassador for 

religious freedom, issued a statement to express his concern about these attacks on freedom of speech, 

freedom of assembly and freedom of religious educational institutions to operate without undue 

interference. 

     As the holidays settled in and a sense of calm took over the main square in Kiev, a prominent 

Ukrainian activist and journalist, Tatiana Chornovil, was ruthlessly beaten to the point of disfigurement. 

Ms. Chornovil now requires reconstructive surgery because of the severe beatings that were inflicted 

upon her. Once again, this move inflamed Ukrainian protesters and revived their determination to fight 

against oppression and violence. 

     Instead of showing any willingness to diffuse the situation and negotiate with the Ukrainian 

citizens, Mr. Yanukovych opted to enact new laws that introduced criminal liabilities for seizing or 

occupying buildings.  

     On January 11, Yuri Lutsenko, former minister of the interior, was injured in clashes between 

police and anti-government activists as he tried to diffuse the situation. 

     On January 16, the situation in the Ukraine took a decisive turn for the worse when a series of 

repressive laws was rushed through parliament without a proper vote. These laws substantially limit the 

rights and freedoms of Ukrainians, constrain independent media and inhibit the operation of non-

government organizations. These laws also give new powers to the police and security services. Despite 

their unconstitutionality, President Yanukovych signed these laws the next day. 

     The Minister of Foreign Affairs expressed Canada's deep concerns about the new draconian 

laws. He called on the Ukrainian government to reverse its decision on legislation that would give the 

government tools to control its population and thwart democratic expression, a situation our minister 

called completely unacceptable. He said that Canada was ready and prepared to consider all options to 

make clear on whose side we stand. 

  (2220)   
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     Canada condemned in the strongest possible terms the killing of protestors in Ukraine. The 

deputy minister of foreign affairs called in the Ukrainian ambassador to express Canada's condemnation 

of the violence used by Ukrainian security forces. The minister stated that continued violence would 

further undermine democracy and freedom in Ukraine and bring serious consequences. The unrest has 

now spread well beyond the capital into other parts of Ukraine, with no end in sight. 

     Even as President Yanukovych attempted to negotiate with the opposition and made several 

important concessions—the first ones to date, actually—for the Ukrainians these were too little too late. 

Ukrainians have made it clear that they will accept no less than the dismissal of the cabinet of ministers 

and early elections. 

     The Minister of Foreign Affairs also sent Canada's ambassador for religious freedom to Ukraine 

this past weekend to express our ongoing concerns about the violations of basic freedoms and 

reinforced Canada's commitment to the Ukrainian people. 

     While Kiev is under a fragile truce, it is clear that the situation has evolved to the point of no 

return. Ukrainians have taken a stance for freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

      I should make the point that my constituency of Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette has one of 

the highest populations of people of Ukrainian descent in the entire country, and my constituents are 

deeply concerned about the situation in Ukraine. They have been watching the situation unfold in 

Ukraine with increasing angst. Although they are proud of the stance Canada has taken vis-à-vis the 

deplorable acts of the Ukrainian government, they have made it clear that they expect Canada to hold 

individuals responsible for the oppression and violence, accountable for their actions. 

     I would make the point also that I am a child of the 1960s. I remember 1968 when the Russians 

invaded Czechoslovakia. I am of Czech extraction and my family living in Winnipeg took in refugees from 

the Czech Republic at that time. So I have a deep and a visceral commitment to the freedom of people 

of eastern Europe. 

     Again, when I see what is going on in Ukraine, I am deeply troubled, not just from a political 

perspective but from a personal perspective. The Government of Canada is determined to continue to 

assist the Ukrainian people in achieving their aspirations for a fully free and democratic society, while 

helping to transform Ukraine's economy into a more transparent, rules-based and liberalized 

marketplace, better equipped to integrate with a more diversified global economy. 

     The Government of Canada has also made it clear that the actions of the Ukrainian officials 

responsible for the violence and repressions will not go unpunished. 

    I should also make the point that I am very proud to be a part of a caucus that has a member like 

the member for Mississauga East—Cooksville. The member fought on the side of solidarity in Poland. 

The member has skin in the game. The member has blood in the game, like many of us on this side of 

the House, and we are deeply concerned about what is happening in eastern Europe. For us, as I said, 

this is not political; it is visceral. 
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     Our Canadian values and our deep and long-standing friendship with the Ukrainian people 

demand nothing less of us. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the comments made by my colleague from Dauphin.  

     There is no doubt and we can never express the degree in which Canadians as a whole look at 

what is happening in Ukraine today and not get quite emotional and acknowledge that what is 

happening there is just wrong. We believe in freedoms. We believe in the rule of law. These are 

fundamental principles. When we see what is taking place in Ukraine, we want to see the Canadian 

government do what it can to send a very strong message. That is exemplified by the number of people 

who are participating and getting engaged in a wide variety of ways to ensure that the people of 

Ukraine, and I underline the word “people”, do know that Canadians are behind what they are trying to 

accomplish. 

     Could the member provide some feedback from his personal perspective representing 

constituents of Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette as to what he has conveyed to them or how they are 

conveying information to him? 

  (2225)   

Mr. Robert Sopuck:   

     Mr. Speaker, when I look at the Ukrainian people in Canada and reflect upon their 

accomplishments, I see that what they have done is remarkable. In my particular constituency, 

Ukrainian people are some of the best farmers in the area and some of the best business people. They 

are very hard-working and have a fierce attachment to property rights. The Ukrainian people have 

contributed mightily to what makes Canada survive. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Philip Toone (Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank our colleague for his speech. It was interesting. He talked 

about how his family took in refugees from Czechoslovakia, now the Czech Republic, in the 1960s. 

     I would like to say that my family did the same. We took in Czechoslovakian refugees in 1968. I 

do not think those particular refugees were worried about not having access to medical care, unlike 

refugees today, who no longer have access to medical care thanks to changes made by the Conservative 

government. That is a big problem for refugees today. At least in the 1960s, we treated refugees a little 

better. 

     The United States announced that it was revoking the visas of individuals linked to violence in 

Ukraine against people in favour of a European democratic movement. 
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     Why has the Canadian government not done the same as the Americans by banning visas to 

Ukrainians linked to the violence going on now? 

[English] 

Mr. Robert Sopuck:   

     Mr. Speaker, obviously the member's points were bogus. The point is that his party and the 

other party over there, over the decades, enabled Communist and left-wing regimes to thrive and 

prosper. Actually, they have a lot to atone for with what is happening today. The sooner they 

understand what they have done and what their parties have done and the sooner they realize what 

they need to do to atone for the crimes that they have enabled, the sooner we will be better off. 

[Translation] 

Ms. Hélène Laverdière (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, before I begin, I would like to say that I will share my time with the hon. member 

for Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing. 

     Naturally, we are all concerned about the situation in Ukraine and by developments in recent 

days. Clearly, this is an emotional issue for many in the House tonight. This all started with the European 

Union association agreement, but it is not really about the European Union association agreement. 

What this is really about is democracy, human rights and, most of all, dignity. That is what the people of 

Ukraine took to the streets to demand. Democracy has never been simple in Ukraine. There have been 

many difficulties and challenges, challenges that the people have met bravely. On January 16, there was 

an attempt to further paralyze the Ukrainian people's pursuit of progress. Under the circumstances, we 

have to send a strong message to the Ukrainian authorities, and that is why we are all here tonight. 

    Sending a strong message is not enough, though. We must act. We must prevent this spiral of 

chaos and violence from escalating. We can take action. Of course, we would be in a much better 

position to intervene if we had tools such as those that were promised, including the institute for 

democratic development, which this government never set up, or the famous Rights and Democracy 

organization, which did an excellent job in this kind of situation. This does not prevent us from taking 

action. We have talked a lot tonight about working with our international partners to determine 

sanctions. I am not talking about just any sanctions. We do not want to attack or hurt Ukrainians. I am 

talking about truly targeted sanctions against the leaders and those who are taking this reprehensible 

action in Ukraine.  

     I also said we should work with our partners, with our allies. This evening, I have found it very 

interesting to see that, on the one hand, some are proposing to wait to see what Europe, the United 

States and other countries will do and, on the other hand, others want to act unilaterally. There is 

another possibility between those two options that would show true leadership, namely to take the 

initiative and push our partners to act to implement some sanctions or measures I will elaborate on in a 

moment.  
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     I would be curious to know which proactive measures the government has taken to push our 

partners to act, instead of just waiting for them to act and then following suit. That would be true 

leadership, and Canada should display true leadership regarding Ukraine. We are all aware of the close 

historic ties between our two countries. In fact, that is why Canada was the first country to recognize 

Ukraine's independence in 1991.  

  (2230)   

     We should be playing a leadership role. Isolationism is not the answer and neither is a wait-and-

see approach. We must take action. 

     There are countless options. Obviously, we must prevent the leaders and those I would call the 

troublemakers, the people involved in the repression, from being able to travel to Canada. Again, with 

our partners, we must prevent them from being able to travel anywhere. We must freeze their assets. It 

is important to work with our partners on this and then we can accelerate the movement. 

     It is a question of sanctions, but beyond sanctions we can also take more positive measures. 

That is more or less what the Ukrainian Canadian Congress recommends. For example, we could provide 

asylum to Ukrainians or to family members of the protesters who were killed, speed up the visa process, 

take in the injured here in Canada and treat them. We are hearing reports that the police are rounding 

up the injured in hospitals and leaving them in the forest. In any case, many of the stories are going to 

require further investigation. In the meantime, these are the measures that Canada could be taking to 

save lives. 

     Again, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress would like to see help on the ground such as the 

construction or operation of an emergency hospital with the Red Cross because the situation has 

become quite dire. These are things we could consider. 

     Obviously, as I was saying, we must monitor the situation closely. Knowing my former 

colleagues, I am sure that our ambassador is doing extraordinary work monitoring and looking at what is 

happening on the ground, but we must also look to the future. 

     These are some of the measures we could be taking. I say “could”, but it is our duty. We must 

support the people of Ukraine at this difficult time in their history. 

     Before closing, I would like to take this opportunity to commend the courage of all those who 

stand up to defend their rights and dignity in the cold, in fear, because there is a tremendous amount of 

oppression and intimidation. People are being beaten and humiliated. I would like to commend the 

courage of these people who stand up and say no and defend their rights. 

     Unfortunately, I do not speak Ukrainian, but all those people there who are fighting are speaking 

the language of dignity. They are speaking the language of hope and that is a language that we all share. 

  (2235)   
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Mr. Raymond Côté (Beauport—Limoilou, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for her speech. 

     One very troubling aspect of the situation in Ukraine is that all of the existing parties are 

hardening their positions. First, there is the ruling power. As my colleague pointed out, as a result of this 

hardened stance, we are hearing rumours about repression—real or not—of protesters. Some things are 

very obvious, with images of chaos and violence against the public. 

     I would like my colleague to give us an idea of the assets we already have in place. She 

mentioned the work done by her former foreign affairs colleagues. What means does Canada have to 

take meaningful action, not only against the ruling power, but also in support of the individuals who 

have been repressed or injured and who need help and support? 

  (2240)   

Ms. Hélène Laverdière:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his question.  

    We cannot simply say that we condemn the situation and that these kinds of things are not good. 

Unfortunately, as we are seeing far too often these days, our foreign policy involves people standing up 

and making all kinds of noise to condemn a situation. That is not enough. 

      In the case of Ukraine, could we not provide some assistance to facilitate a dialogue between 

the opposition and the current president? This has been suggested by others.  

     We need to look at these kinds of issues. We must also not be afraid of saying there will be 

sanctions if the situation is not resolved.  

     However, we must also find a solution. We must help the people who are on the ground and 

who are fighting to defend their rights. 

Hon. Chris Alexander (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, is the hon. member aware that, according to our current immigration laws, people 

from Ukraine—or anywhere else in the world—are not eligible to come to Canada if they have 

committed a crime against humanity or a war crime, if they are a member of a spy or intelligence agency 

that is targeting Canada, or if they have been involved in incidents that would be considered crimes in 

Canada?  

     That is the system that currently applies to anyone who requires a visa to come to Canada. 

     Instead of talking about measures that Canada can take and that we will continue to consider in 

partnership with our allies, is the member ready to say that enough is enough, that Russia is interfering 

in Ukraine's domestic affairs, and that Ukrainians have the right to be in charge of their own affairs 
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without Moscow's input and without nostalgia for the former U.S.S.R.? Does she agree that part of the 

real problem is Moscow? 

Ms. Hélène Laverdière:   

     Mr. Speaker, to respond to the first part of the question, yes, I am aware of all the restrictions.  

     However, does that mean that the hon. member wants to wait for years while an investigation is 

conducted to determine whether crimes against humanity were committed or whether incidents 

occurred that would be considered crimes here? In the meantime, will we sit idly by and let the current 

leaders, the people who are responsible for the repression, come to Canada when we could impose 

travel restrictions on a number of people? 

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, perhaps you are wondering why a member from northern Ontario wants to talk 

about this. I think that this affects everyone in Canada. 

[English] 

     There are approximately 1.2 million Canadians who have Ukrainian ancestry in Canada. The 

population in northern Ontario includes over 40,000 people of Ukrainian descent. That is quite a few. In 

the riding of Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing, there are many Ukrainians who have helped to build a 

lot of the communities. Some of them came as a result of war situations. Others came to work in the 

mines and the mining sector, and they have helped to build our country. I know they are watching this 

very passionately, as are some people in Parliament who are still overlooking this at this late hour.  

      I have pulled a few things together tonight to provide some of the background for people who 

might just be joining in.  

     The demonstrations are the biggest that the country has seen since the Orange Revolution, 

which toppled the government nine years ago.  

     When we look at the motion we are discussing today, I can say what the NDP motion would 

have been. It would have said: 

     That the House condemn the killing and injuring of peaceful protestors and other alarming 

violations of freedom of speech and association in Ukraine, and request that the Government of 

Canada take strong action in consultation with international partners, including individual sanctions 

against those responsible for human rights abuses, repressive measures, and violent crackdowns.  

     The important piece has the words “take strong action in consultation with international 

partners”. 

     Through discussion, it was decided that the motion would come from the government side. The 

motion that came forward said: 
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     That this House: 

      Condemns the draconian law that was adopted in Ukraine on January 17, 2014 that severely limits 

the rights of Ukrainians to peacefully organize, assemble or protest; 

     Recognizes that such a law undermines freedom and democracy in Ukraine; 

     Condemns the Ukrainian government's use of violence and threats of legal action against the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church for helping peaceful protestors; 

     Expresses condolences to the friends and families of those who lost their lives at the hands of 

Ukrainian security forces on January 21, 2014; 

     Calls upon the Ukrainian government to bring those responsible for these acts of violence and 

repression to justice; 

     Continues to call for Ukrainian security forces and government to refrain from the use of violence 

and respect the people of Ukraine's right to peacefully protest; 

     Urges the Government of Canada, in collaboration with like-minded nations, to consider all options, 

including sanctions, to ensure that the democratic space in Ukraine is protected;  

     And that this House stands united with the Ukrainian people who believe in freedom, democracy, 

human rights and the rule of law.  

     The difference is that we had in our language “to take strong action” and this says “consider all 

options”. I am glad we can consider all options, but we also have to consider a little more and decisively 

decide on taking strong action if things are not resolved. 

      New Democrats, and I believe this whole House, stand with the people of Ukraine. We are 

deeply concerned by the government's use of force against peaceful protesters, and we remain hopeful 

that tomorrow's Ukrainian parliamentary session will see concrete solutions being put into place. We 

know that the EU diplomat Catherine Ashton has a planned visit to Ukraine, within 48 hours she has 

said, which would have her arrive there tomorrow. We hope that Mr. Yanukovych and the opposition 

leaders who will be meeting with her will be able to come to a peaceful solution on this. 

     It is noted that there have been four activists who have died in incidents connected to the 

protest in recent days as well.  

    Looking at an article from Antonia Mortensen, I think she sums up an understanding of what is 

really happening here: 

  (2245)   

     Ukraine is the biggest frontier nation separating Russia and the EU. Once part of the Soviet Union, 

the country gained its modern independence in 1991 following the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
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     I think a lot of us do recognize and have heard about the Berlin Wall. That was in my younger 

days, but I still remember that. I still remember the importance of that and how Canadians were actually 

glued to their televisions learning about this. 

     Mortensen continues: 

     Since then, Ukraine has made an effort to move toward Western ideals when it comes to politics 

and human rights, but the nation is still ranked 144 out of 177 countries in Transparency 

International's corruptions index. 

      That is something to be mindful of. Mortensen then adds: 

     The Ukrainians who have taken to the streets in recent weeks say they want to see a better-

governed, less corrupt and politically liberal country, more closely aligned with its western 

neighbours. 

      That is what we all hope for in a democracy, that we can actually have less corruption, that we 

can have accountability and transparency. 

     She continues by quoting someone else's piece on Ukraine: 

     People see a prosperous, well-governed EU next to their borders--in sharp contrast with their own 

economic and political misery. That's why they are on the streets now, in Kiev and elsewhere.  

     She notes:  

     Under Soviet rule, many Ukrainian farmers lost their lands and homes, and many ethnic Russians 

settled in the Ukraine. Under Soviet Rule the country's people their language and culture all suffered. 

     We can understand that, because we know what happened here in Canada with the first 

nations, Inuit and Métis people. We understand that there have been many challenges and much loss 

for these people. 

     She continues by quoting David Frum: 

     No nation suffered more from Soviet communism than the Ukrainians. Ukrainian farmers lost their 

lands and homes to Soviet collectivization....millions died in the man-made famine that 

followed....their language and culture were stunted under Moscow rule; their intellectuals and writers 

were suppressed, banished, murdered, and defamed. 

     We are seeing that even today, where some of the media are actually being suppressed so that 

there are not two sides to a story but only one side, the government's side. I think that is shameful. 

     Mortensen then states: 

     This caused a split which still exists in the Ukraine today, where a strong east-west divide remains, 

with the East of the nation being mostly Russian-speaking, with a large ethnic Russian population, and 
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the West of the country being Ukrainian. 

     Ukraine's economy has been slow to follow its western neighbours who were also under Soviet 

control—Poland, for example, where the economy has grown exponentially. 

     Poland was not part of the USSR, but can say “also part of the Soviet Union or under Soviet 

control—for example, Poland, where the economy has grown exponentially.” 

     By contrast, Ukraine's economy has deteriorated further and has suffered its worst years since the 

fall of the Soviet Union. 

     Many Ukrainians hope that the EU deal would offer the chance of economic recovery. 

     This is where we are today. In a blog responding to the comments made, a variety of comments 

were made. In one of them by someone from the Ukraine, it says: 

     Quinton, I don’t care less if there would be triumph for any other nation as a result of Ukraine’s 

moving closer to the EU—this will be primarily a triumph for the Ukrainian people. If it happens (or 

rather when it happens) this will be an escape from the trap set by the Russian empire for the past 

four centuries. We do not expect economic assistance from the EU, the Ukrainian people expect that 

the proximity to the EU will help us to obtain dignity and achieve self-respect, which Russia wanted to 

destroy for centuries by famine, executions and humiliation of Ukrainians. The Ukrainian people 

demand the rule of law, less corruption and fair rules of the game in our country. 

     This is where we are today. It is about democracy. Canada should explore the possibility of 

international travel bans and asset freezes on those responsible for repressive measures and violent 

crackdowns. 

     We certainly hope that the government will act, should it need to act shortly.  

  (2250)   

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, back in December when we had the take note debate, the deputy leader of the 

Liberal Party argued that we needed to focus on targeted sanctions and he provided solid, tangible 

examples of how we might able to do that. 

     Once again, we are trying to emphasize the importance of targeted sanctions. Ultimately, we do 

not have to wait for other countries to come onside: Canada can in fact play a leadership role in itself 

and take action today. 

     Does the member believe conclusively that now is the time to take action? Does she agree that 

we do not have to wait for other countries throughout the world and that we can do it, even standing 

alone as one nation, and take targeted sanctions? 

  (2255)   
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Mrs. Carol Hughes:   

     Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for reminding us about the debate in December. I mentioned 

it a little while ago. It was at a time when we were celebrating the life of Nelson Mandela, a great leader 

who fought for democracy. 

     I mentioned at the end of my speech that we certainly should look at taking decisive action. It 

was part of the motion that we were looking at tabling prior to the one that was agreed upon. I 

mentioned that we should explore the possibility of international travel bans and asset freezes.  

     We also have to take note and see what happens tomorrow at the meeting that is going to occur 

with Ashton. Hopefully there will be a resolve there. We always have to hope. 

     I would also like to mention a quote from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, testifying to the 

foreign affairs committee in 2011, where they said: 

     Canada can help foster NGO sector development, especially groups working in the areas of human 

rights, education, and law reform, as a vibrant civil society is one of the best guarantors of Ukraine's 

long-term democratic evolution. 

     It is not like this was yesterday. This is dated 2011. Something should have been done a while 

back. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Alain Giguère (Marc-Aurèle-Fortin, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, as tonight's interventions have shown, unfortunately, Ukraine is headed towards a 

civil war logic. We all hope that that can be avoided. However, the fact remains that Ukrainian 

democracy has been undermined, damaged and broken down for quite some time by corruption. 

Perhaps it is also important that Canadians know how to stop those who profited from that corruption 

from reaping its rewards here in Canada, to prevent them from laundering and recycling their dirty 

money here. 

     I would like to know how Canada can implement this policy. 

 

Mrs. Carol Hughes:   

     Mr. Speaker, first of all, the government needs to have a long-term plan to encourage 

democracy in Ukraine. As I mentioned earlier in this debate, many others have said that we should 

freeze government assets to ensure that they do not disappear. 

     We see a government that is trying to accumulate assets. I would like to say this in English, 

because it is a little easier for me. We definitely see a government that can purchase huge mansions for 
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its own use in national and provincial parks. The government is keeping those riches to itself, rather than 

sharing them with its people. That is really important. 

     I ended up saying it in French. 

[English] 

Hon. Laurie Hawn (Edmonton Centre, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the discussion on Ukraine at this 

important and troubling juncture. Let me just say, for my Ukrainian friends.  

    [Member speaks in Ukrainian language]. 

    I will be sharing my time with the hon. member for Souris—Moose Mountain. 

     Since we last met in the House in a special session to discuss Ukraine, in December of last year, 

the situation in this beleaguered country has indeed deteriorated significantly. The government of Viktor 

Yanukovych has become even more brutal and more authoritarian. Acts of repression and intimidation 

have become well-worn tactics of the administration and of the security services. The use of violence by 

the state against peaceful protestors has become routine and widespread. The free press, brave 

journalists, religious figures and democracy activists have been muzzled. Ukrainians have been beaten 

and kidnapped and some, indeed, have been killed.  

     Tonight, the people of Ukraine face off against a government that has squandered whatever 

fragment of legitimacy it might once have had. The Yanukovych government has brought this situation 

upon itself, exacerbating civil unrest by using thuggish strong-arm tactics to try to pull the protest 

movement apart and by ignoring parliamentary process to push through a new set of repressive and 

illegitimate laws designed to silence legitimate dissent and facilitate a crackdown. The brave people of 

Ukraine could not be expected to be docile and submissive in the face of such repression. Ukrainians are 

brave and determined people and they know how to endure unbelievable hardship and tyranny, as they 

demonstrated a long time ago during the Holodomor. They will not let their country creep toward 

tyranny and dictatorial rule. 

     This protest movement started off in early December as a reaction to the unpopular and last-

minute decision by Viktor Yanukovych to reject an offer for closer association with Europe, an offer that 

would have benefited all Ukrainians. However, because of the government's disproportionate and 

unprovoked counterattack on the protestors and on the ideals they espouse, this movement has 

become something more. It is not only about Ukraine's relationship with Europe and the communities of 

western democracies; the protestors demand an accountable government that respects human rights 

and the rule of law. This movement is now spreading across the country, and its outcome will be 

decisive for the future of Ukraine. 

     On the evening of January 25, in talks between the government and Ukraine's main opposition 

leaders, Yanukovych offered two key opposition leaders the posts of prime minister and deputy prime 
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minister in a government that he, Yanukovych, would continue to lead, along with some minor 

concessions whereby he agreed to amend, not repeal, the draconian anti-protest laws he had pushed 

through his parliament 10 days prior. The opposition leaders, Arseniy Yatsenyuk and Vitali Klitschko, 

rejected the offers, as they should. They rejected these offers because they constituted an attempt to 

co-opt the opposition, not accommodate it. 

      The opposition's demands are legitimate and they are clear. They are to release all citizens who 

have been detained by law enforcement bodies for participation in protest actions that followed 

adoption of the dictatorship laws on January 16, 2014; to pass a law that exempts from responsibility 

and guarantees absence of criminal responsibility in the future for participants in protests that took 

place after January 16, 2014; to invalidate the package of dictatorship laws, passed on January 16, which 

grossly violate the Ukrainian constitution and other long-established legal instruments and procedures; 

to begin the process of revising the Ukrainian constitution to better protect civil rights and liberties; and 

finally, to dismiss the cabinet of ministers, so many of whom have had a direct hand in facilitating this 

crackdown against legitimate civil dissent. 

     I believe that Canada should support these calls for change and that we should encourage the 

Ukrainian government to re-engage in talks with the opposition on the basis of these principles. In this 

respect, I am encouraged by the news today that the United Nations will dispatch a mediator to Ukraine. 

In the meantime, the opposition and the Euromaidan movement need Canada's moral, political, 

diplomatic and material support, and they can count on it. 

     At the outset of the crisis on December 6, the Minister of Foreign Affairs travelled to Kiev. He 

expressed Canada's deep disappointment that the Ukrainian government had, in balking at 

implementing the measures necessary to sign an association agreement with the European Union, 

effectively suspended that country's path toward democratic development and economic prosperity, all 

at the hands, frankly, of Vladimir Putin and Russia. This was clearly not the wish of the Ukrainian people. 

      While in Kiev, the Minister of Foreign Affairs met with his Ukrainian counterpart, Leonid 

Kozhara, to express grave concerns about the Ukrainian government's crackdown on mass protests 

against its decision to suspend negotiations with the European Union. 

  (2300)   

 

     The minister also visited Independence Square, where he personally met with many of the 

protesters. We saw that on television. People in the square chanted, “Thank you, Canada” and cheered 

when the minister arrived. Afterwards, the minister said:  

     The clear signals of the Ukrainian people have been broadcast around the world, and the most 

concerning and disappointing aspect has been the government's reaction to these peaceful protests. 

We will continue to stand with those Ukrainians that believe in freedom, democracy, human rights 

and the rule of law. 
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     Canada sent more than two dozen election observers to Ukraine to monitor parliamentary 

byelections being held amid this crisis, on December 15, in five electoral districts where electoral fraud 

had invalidated the results of the nationwide parliamentary elections of 2012. 

     Through the end of December and into January, the Yanukovych government, seeing that the 

protesters in Kiev's Independence Square showed no signs of abandoning either their posts or their 

principles, could have taken this as a signal to begin negotiations with the opposition. He could have 

pulled police and interior ministry forces back from a confrontational posture. He could have taken steps 

to show that he had heard the will of the people and would respect and recognize a form of protest that 

had been both peaceful and popular.  

     Yanukovych did none of this. Instead, he ratcheted up the pressure. He maligned and defamed 

the opposition leadership. He loosened the reins on his security forces, and he enacted new repressive 

laws. This is when the beatings, the disappearances, and the killings began. In response, the protest 

movement spread, and while remaining remarkably restrained, naturally became more volatile in some 

quarters. 

      Yanukovych's justice minister threatened to impose a state of emergency. This is the state of 

affairs in Ukraine tonight. The international community is rightly concerned. 

     I have mentioned that the United Nations announced today that it will dispatch a mediator to 

Kiev. We shall see in the days ahead whether this initiative will produce positive results for the people of 

Ukraine. I certainly hope it does. 

     The European Union has condemned the government's excesses and has called for restraint. The 

United States has revoked the visas of Ukrainian authorities deemed to have had a hand in these acts of 

oppression. Like Canada, the U.S. has also said that all policy options for holding responsible those 

implicated in acts of violence and repression may remain on the table. 

     The Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE, Swiss Foreign Minister Didier Burkhalter, has called on 

the Ukrainian authorities to do their utmost to prevent a further escalation of tension, to carry out 

investigations promptly, and to bring those responsible for the casualties and violence to justice. 

    NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen has pointed out that the Ukrainian 

government is ultimately responsible for protecting peaceful demonstrators and that a sovereign, 

independent, and stable Ukraine, firmly committed to democracy and the rule of law, is key to Euro-

Atlantic security. 

     Whatever direction this crisis takes, the Ukrainian people should know that they can count on 

support from their friends in Canada. As evidence, Canada's embassy in Kiev has been engaged with the 

Maidan and with key opposition figures as well as with the government throughout this crisis.  

     Our diplomats have conducted spot checks and have maintained a visible presence at protest 

sites in a clear demonstration that Canada and the world is watching. No act of violence or oppression 

will go unnoticed or unaccounted for by Canada. 
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     At the same time, our embassy has been closely coordinating positions, messaging, and 

diplomatic actions on the ground in Kiev with our American and European partners, all with a view to 

urging restraint while demanding accountability for the democratic will of the Ukrainian people. 

     Canada's $20 million a year development assistance program in Ukraine is targeted towards 

supporting democratic civil society, instituting electoral reform, combatting corruption, and helping 

small and medium enterprises in Ukraine grow. 

    Since Ukraine's renewed independence in 1991, Canada has played a pioneering and influential 

role, promoting freedom, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in this important country with 

which Canadians share such deep historical, cultural, and people-to-people ties. That role will continue, 

especially in the midst of crisis. 

     The Government of Canada is determined to continue to assist the Ukrainian people in achieving 

their aspirations for a fully free and democratic society. They must know that they have our support. We 

share their values. We share their aspirations. Their struggle is our struggle.  

    [Member spoke in Ukrainian] 

  (2305)   

Ms. Elizabeth May (Saanich—Gulf Islands, GP):   

     Mr. Speaker, tonight I think members of the House are united, as we often are, because we are 

together, as Canadians, concerned, at a level that absolutely transcends our politics, with the plight of 

the people of Ukraine. We need to know that everything we can do as Canadians is put to bear for the 

cause of democracy and freedom so that the Ukrainian people, who had a reasonable expectation of 

being able to align themselves with the European Union, will not be pre-empted from that desire by 

something that does not represent their will, their concerns, and their desire to align themselves with 

democracy.  

    It is not quite midnight, but it is late. I would like to ask my hon. colleague, on behalf of those of 

us in the opposition benches here tonight, what we, as parliamentarians and Canadians united, can do 

to support those Ukrainians who want nothing more than what we enjoy here in Canada: the right of 

free speech, the right of democratic assembly, and the right to align themselves with the cause of 

democracy and freedom. 

  (2310)   

Hon. Laurie Hawn:   

     Mr. Speaker, in response, I would say that we can do what we are doing now, which is standing 

up and loudly and clearly expressing the concerns of Canadians of Ukrainian descent, of which there are 

approximately 1.3 million, many of them in my riding, and Canadian Ukrainians across the country. We 

cannot stand by. There are measures we can take. We cannot take kinetic measures, such as invading 
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Ukraine and measures like that, but we can certainly do other things. Those are all on the table. They do 

not necessarily play themselves out in public. 

     I go back to my previous life. When I was commanding an F-18 squadron in Europe, just before 

the wall fell, I took the members of my squadron on the ground to the Berlin Wall so that they could see 

why we were, in fact, deployed to Germany and why it was important that we, as Canadians, did what 

we were doing. There was silence. I cannot remember the name of the town. It was a little town in East 

Germany. It was dead silent. It was a town of about half a million people. We could hear dogs bark and 

the odd car, but it was otherwise silent. The place was virtually dead. That is what we cannot allow to 

happen in Ukraine.  

     We cannot be prepared to do it the way we were prepared to do it in central Europe at that 

time, but we can certainly do what we are doing today, which is standing up, loudly and clearly, and 

taking what measures we can, along with our allies, the Americans, the Europeans, and everybody else, 

to make it clear to Yanukovych and the thugs he works with and the thugs, frankly, he works for in other 

countries above his pay grade, that we will not stand for it. We will do whatever we can to make life 

better for the Ukrainian people. 

Ms. Lois Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Development, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, I listened to my colleague talk about the situation in Ukraine. We know that it has 

been fragile for quite some time, but over the last month and a half, we have seen greater violence. The 

situation has deteriorated considerably. 

     One of the things that has really been at the heart of all of this is the Ukrainian people's desire 

to align with the European Union. I wonder if my colleague has any thoughts on what a trade agreement 

with the European Union would offer the Ukrainian people in freedom.  

 

 

 

 

Hon. Laurie Hawn:   

  Mr. Speaker, that is a pertinent question, because that is the kind of thing we are trying to get 

to.  

     There is a crisis in Ukraine right now. If we can get the Ukrainian people beyond that by either 

moving Yanukovych to a higher level of understanding and decency, or frankly, by helping them move 

him aside, then the Ukrainian people can aspire to all of the things Europe enjoys and all of the things 

we enjoy in our trading relationships with Europe, the United States, and other countries. It is the kind 

of thing that will move the Ukrainian people forward. Trade is what makes commerce, industries, and 
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economies work. It is crucial that we get past this crisis so that the Ukrainian people can enjoy the kind 

of economic and trade freedom that will help them prosper. 

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Souris—Moose Mountain, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, it is certainly a pleasure to add my voice to the many voices that have spoken 

today, many eloquently, putting forth the position of Canada and uniting in a common voice to indicate 

that what is currently happening in Ukraine is not acceptable and that there needs to be a change. 

      I truly feel that Ukraine is at a crossroads and at a turning point in its history. It is difficult to say 

exactly how it might turn out. We do know that those in authority will be meeting and discussing what 

needs to happen and what will be taking place.  

     Of course, the worst would be the imposition of force in a semblance of some sort of security 

and causing more deaths and injuries. It would be my hope and desire, and I am sure the desire of all in 

the House here, that those in authority will think long and hard in terms of where they are going. As 

Amnesty International said, they do not want to take Ukraine back 20 years or more from where it was. 

They want to take Ukraine forward to enjoy the rights and freedoms that we take for granted here in 

Canada and enjoy day by day.  

     The actions of the president, the government, and the security forces must be condemned 

loudly and unequivocally. I think that is what we are doing here, not only today but day by day, in 

response to the intimidation we have seen, the humiliation, the use of brutal force by Ukraine against its 

own people, who are assembling in a peaceful way to protest and express their views. That is 

fundamentally essential in a free and democratic society. I think what we are seeing is a culmination of a 

series of steps that have taken Ukraine to where it is today. 

     Of course, the trouble is that once one tastes of democracy, of freedom, it is difficult to take it 

away and it is hard to give up. The people of Ukraine have been in that place where they have tasted of 

freedom. They have tasted how democracy works. 

      I have been to Ukraine, as my colleagues have, on a number of occasions to monitor the 

elections that have taken place. There was a spirit of hope and aspiration. However, the steps that we 

have seen taken in the last while have suppressed these hopes, have suppressed these aspirations, and 

the people of Ukraine are not prepared to accept that. They are standing up for forward progress, for 

their legitimate aspirations, and we must support them at every turn of the way.  

     A political system that is manipulated and orchestrated so that laws are passed in a hurry, and 

perhaps not in the way that they should be, to achieve an individual's result or for the benefit of a 

certain sector of society at the expense of the majority of the people is a problem. It goes against the 

very core of what we know is right.  

      I think there is a better way, and it is unfortunate that the better way was not taken. I truly feel 

that if individuals can express themselves, if their abilities can be used in an appropriate way, if there is 

due process so that one can do things without fear of intimidation or fear of suppression while knowing 
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that the judiciary actually works, and if the fairness of the laws apply evenly and equally to everyone, 

the country would prosper.  

     The Ukraine had an opportunity, or perhaps we could say at the moment a missed opportunity, 

to sign an association agreement with the European Union. Ukraine, in failing to do that, missed an 

opportunity to further develop democracy and to ensure the prosperity of the country by setting in 

place some rules and regulations that business would know would be enforced. Those who wanted to 

invest in the country's great potential would have known that they could, and that they could expect the 

rule of law and due process to prevail. That opportunity was there, and it continues to be there in large 

measure. Western countries and European countries are prepared to work with Ukraine and invest quite 

heavily.  

  (2315)   

     Instead, a comprehensive agreement was signed with Russia that has taken Ukraine back a 

number of years to the old ways, something that did not need to happen. What is worse, when the 

people took exception to that, when they peacefully assembled and demonstrated, the reaction was to 

pass really draconian laws that anyone could objectively say are anti-democratic and do not respect 

individual rights. I will just go through some of them to indicate the direction that was taken. 

     The state could decide to ban Internet access. Maybe in days past things could have been done 

in a corner, but in today's society where we have the Internet, television, and cameras, and telephones 

that take pictures, things are not done in the corner and we can see live action, so the authorities try to 

suppress that. Today's society is remarkable. I would urge this type of action not be taken. 

     Criminalization for libel and targeting of the media for criticizing government officials was 

another law, with sentences of up to two years in jail. That is remarkable. Moreover, the blocking of 

government buildings could result in a sentence of up to five years in jail. The unauthorized installation 

of tents, stages and sound equipment could result in up to 15 days' arrest for someone doing something 

that is fundamentally their right to do. 

     A group of more than five cars driving together requires permission from the ministry of interior 

affairs, otherwise the drivers face a loss of licence and vehicle for up to two years. Imagine that: five 

vehicles driving in a row is considered offensive. 

     A broad definition of extremist activities adopted prevents NGOs and churches from engaging in 

the support of civil protests. 

     The Canadian Ambassador for Religious Freedom observed that the Ukrainian culture minister 

has threatened to delist the Ukrainian Greek Catholic church as a legal body if its priests continue to 

publicly pray with the protestors. Can anyone remember the last time that churches were delisted as 

entities? We know when that was, and it is a very regressive position to take. How can the people of 

Ukraine stomach a law like that? How can anyone impose a law like that? It must be challenged. It must 

be reversed. Reason must prevail. 
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     MPs may be stripped of immunity by a simple majority vote in Ukraine's parliament, the 

Verkhovna Rada, thereby allowing the initiation of criminal proceedings, detention or arrest, with such 

cases no longer requiring prior review by the relevant parliamentary committee. When election rules 

can be changed, when opposition members can be put in jail because of the position they take, where is 

the country headed? A number of political prisoners really ought to be released, because when we look 

at the process that put them there, when we look at the weight of the law the president placed upon 

them, a quick look would say this cannot be right. 

     Another law indicated that NGOs that accept foreign funds must include in their title the term 

“civic organization that fulfills the functions of a foreign agent”.  

     Those kinds of actions are regressive and go back to an era and a time we would like to forget. 

     Of course, we have seen a protestor killed. A funeral was held for a 25-year old who paid the 

ultimate price. 

     The deliberate beating of protestors and journalists, kidnappings and disappearances, people 

falling off tall buildings are the kinds of things one would expect in a very regressive and totalitarian 

regime. The use of deadly force, physical assaults, home visits, requests for statements, censorships are 

the kinds of things that cannot be tolerated. 

     I probably will not have time to mention an article in the Daily Herald, in which a young person 

who came to Canada decries what is happening. Two fellow students, one a poet and one going to 

university, were arrested for protesting and put in jail. How is that appropriate in a democracy? It is not. 

  (2320)   

    I would encourage the Ukrainian people to continue to stand for that which is right, at this very 

critical moment in history. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Raymond Côté (Beauport—Limoilou, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I listened closely to my Conservative colleague's speech as well as the previous 

one. 

     It is important to take stock. I also picked up on some bombastic rhetoric about the strength of 

the Ukrainian people. That is a good thing, but right now, beyond tonight's legitimate and crucial 

emergency debate, we need to acknowledge the cruel reality that Canada must live within its means, 

which have been severely restricted by the government. 

     The response capability that Canada once had, through government representatives and the 

staff of Foreign Affairs Canada, has been greatly weakened. What is more, Canada has now excluded 

itself from the UN, resulting in a staggering loss of influence. 
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     I would like to know how my colleague believes we can make a difference, given that we are 

now living with the consequences of these political choices from another time that have greatly 

restricted our power to act? 

  (2325)   

[English] 

Mr. Ed Komarnicki:   

     Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, the kinds of actions that I talked about must be condemned 

categorically. There is no question on that. 

     Second, Canada has to work with its allies and look at the options that are available. Today we 

have heard a number of options that are available for Canada to take, and Canada has said it will take 

them. 

     I know that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, along with its president Paul Grod, has actually 

done an admirable job in identifying what is happening on almost a day-by-day basis, informing 

parliamentarians, but also suggesting the kinds of things that the Ukrainian community in Canada would 

like to see happen, and some of the options are very realistic.  

     It is a range of options. We heard them today. I will not go through all of them. Many of the 

opposition members have actually asked that we undertake those options. However, it is the kind of 

thing that is put into a basket for those who are dealing with the situation on an immediate basis to 

make a decision. I would prefer to leave it in the hands of our foreign minister, in the hands of our Prime 

Minister, in concert with other allies, to take precisely the kind of action they feel is appropriate, under 

the circumstances, at the immediate moment that it needs to be taken. I would trust their judgment on 

this because I know where they stand. I know the statements they have made. They have been very 

public about them. They have been very straightforward and sincere about them. I would expect that 

the actions they take would be in the best interest not only of Ukraine but of Canada as well. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, if I may, I will just put to the member a question that was put to the government 

earlier today, in question period, by the deputy leader of the Liberal Party and ask him to respond as to 

how he would have answered the question. The question is this. Beyond general statements about 

considering options with respect to Yanukovych, will Canada specifically, one, send official observers to 

scrutinize what is going on, two, provide expedited visas to any victims who need to leave that country 

for their own safety, and three, target Yanukovych and his crowd with personal sanctions, asset freezes 

and travel bans, for example, to push them to stop their anti-democratic behaviour? 

Mr. Ed Komarnicki:   
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     Mr. Speaker, if I recall correctly, the member who put the question in question period was the 

member for Wascana. 

      In fact, when I look at the recommendations made by Mr. Paul Grod, president of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress, I see he listed a number of suggestions of actions that could be taken. Of course, the 

ambassador of religious freedom is in Ukraine almost as we speak. The very specific types of actions that 

the member for Wascana put forward are the types of actions that have been listed by the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress and are taken into consideration by the foreign minister and the Prime Minister, in 

concert with the allies, to decide what actions will be taken. I think that is totally appropriate. That is 

exactly what I would do. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.):   

     Mr. Speaker, to pick up on the last statement by the member which says “in concert with the 

allies”, we would encourage and expect the government to work with the allies to see what sort of 

common ground can be found and actions taken. What the government seems to be missing is the 

potential leadership role that we as a nation could be playing. We would appeal to the government to 

reflect on the fact that there is a role for Canada to play unilaterally if need be. We have suggested that 

and been talking about that for weeks now. 

     First, I would like to give a bit of an outline. Our Canadian Ukrainian community today is 

estimated at over 1.2 million people. I have heard it is 1.3 million. There should be absolutely no doubt 

whatsoever that there is a great deal of interest throughout Canada in what is happening in the Ukraine. 

It goes much further than individuals of Ukrainian heritage. They see and hear what is taking place. They 

want the Government of Canada to demonstrate strong leadership on this issue. Many are watching this 

evening, reading the newspapers and they are following it on the Internet. They are looking for 

leadership on the issue. 

     We have a parliamentary friendship group. It might be appropriate for the parliamentary 

friendship group to have an emergency meeting, to see if we can come up with some ideas that might 

be able to assist the House. As a vice-chair of that committee, I would be more than happy to be part of 

that discussion. I would encourage the chair and other members to see if we could convene sometime 

this week and hopefully generate some ideas and thoughts. 

     In December, we thought about having an emergency debate. However, at the time it was felt 

that we would have a take note debate, which is fairly similar to what we are doing this evening. That 

take note debate received the support of all parties. I participated in the full take note debate. It is 

interesting that there is a bit of a change now. I found that during the take note debate there was a lot 

more discussion in terms of what was physically taking place in the Ukraine. 

      I think this started around November 20 or 21. We had an EU association deal, of sorts, that was 

not being signed off, no doubt for a number of reasons. The people of the Ukraine responded rapidly to 

the concerns they had with respect to the general move and the failure of the president to recognize the 

valuable role that the European Union could potentially play for the Ukraine.  
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     Most people would acknowledge that Russia no doubt has a role to play in the Ukraine's future. 

However, the European Union has a role to play. The people of the Ukraine want to see that take place. 

There was a great deal of discussion about that in the take note debate.  

     The Ukraine is a sovereign nation that has gone through a great deal. Canada is a very young 

nation. However, as a nation, the Ukraine has endured. The people of the Ukraine have always fought 

for their identity and want to preserve it. 

  (2330)   

     Ukrainians have gone through some pretty horrific times. Members often talk about the 

Holodomor and the genocide that took place. When I was in Kiev two years ago, two things came out. 

One was a very touching moment. When I went to the Holodomor museum, I saw an older gentlemen 

leaving the museum with tears in his eyes. He was obviously deeply affected. He was probably in his late 

eighties at the time. It was a very touching moment both for me and for my daughter, who had 

witnessed that and who ultimately went on to the museum. 

     Among the people I talked to, one was a parliamentarian, but in other individuals there was a 

great deal of optimism and debate and discussion about the European Union and the possibility of 

future prosperity for Ukraine through building bridges and building better agreements. We need to 

understand that what took place in November shattered the dreams of many in Ukraine, and as the days 

followed, we found that the whole issue of democracy, basic freedoms, and the rule of law were all 

being challenged. 

     The people of Ukraine responded. I was in Independence Square in Kiev. It was huge, but very 

confined with all the large buildings around it, and I could imagine the thousands of people who started 

to take to the street in protest.  

     They are entitled. They have earned that entitlement to be able to express themselves in 

whatever way they can to demonstrate that the basic rule of law, basic freedoms, and democracy are 

worth fighting for. 

     As the campaign continued, here in Ottawa we recognized the needs and what the people of 

Ukraine were saying and how our constituents were responding to what was happening in Ukraine. I am 

not alone; I am sure that virtually all members of the House would have been contacted, whether by 

individuals of Ukrainian heritage or by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress or by other stakeholders who 

were genuinely concerned and wanted Canada to take some action, to do something. 

     I recall that debate vividly, because not only did the member for Wascana stand and give his 

speech, but he also talked about the idea of targeted sanctions. We talked about the leadership role 

that Canada could play, but even in the questions that followed, the member for Wascana continued to 

push on that particular point. I happened to follow the member and did likewise, perhaps not quite as 

eloquently, but we recognized it. 
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     It was not just members of the Liberal Party back then who were talking about that measure: 

Canadians were talking about it. I have had the privilege of meeting with a number of people of 

Ukrainian heritage, and in a very tangible way they gave me a better understanding of the issues facing 

Ukraine. 

  (2335)   

     I make reference to my good friend Borys Wrzesnewskyj. As an individual, he has been a 

valuable resource to the Liberal Party caucus in making sure that we are kept up to date with what is 

taking place in Ukraine through websites and posts on Facebook. We appreciate that, not only for 

ourselves, but for other Canadians.  

     He is not alone. There are many others. My colleague from Toronto Centre wrote a wonderful 

editorial piece in The Globe and Mail today. I would recommend that people take the time to read it.  

     If I could steal one of her sentences, she said, “In Ukraine, we are seeing the struggle for human 

dignity, for the rule of law, for freedom of expression and association in its clearest form”. 

     That is really what we are witnessing. We see the images, and there are so many. With the 

Internet and world media and the role they play, the Ukrainian government will not be able to hide from 

what is taking place. I have seen footage on the Internet, through YouTube and news networks, and 

what is happening to protesters is absolutely cruel. 

     Earlier, I had my assistant pull something from the Internet. It was a report from the CBC. I 

would like to make quick reference to two parts of this report. It says: 

     Thousands of Ukrainians chanted “Hero!” and sang the national anthem on Sunday, as a coffin 

carrying a protester who was killed in last week's clashes with police was carried through the streets 

of the capital, underscoring the rising tensions in the country's two-month political crisis. 

     We have people dying in Ukraine. They are dying because of a government that is not 

responding to some of the fundamental rights that the people of Ukraine deserve to have and be 

honoured with. 

     The article goes on to say “demonstrators tried to storm a local administration building, but 

police drove them back with water sprayed from a fire truck in subfreezing temperatures...” 

     This is what I mean when I say that cruelty is taking place. It needs to stop. There needs to be 

some sort of accountability for what is taking place and for those who are imposing these sorts of 

actions. If people want to tune in to local news or go on the Internet, they can do Google or YouTube 

searches and witness this cruelty first-hand. 

     We have all had opportunities to engage the community as whole, but particularly individuals of 

Ukrainian heritage from our communities who are trying their very best to make sure the Government 

of Canada is doing whatever it possibly can to make a difference. I was at a Winnipeg rally, which I made 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/199815?publicationDate=2014/01/27


87 
 

reference to before. I know there were other rallies. I believe the member for Toronto Centre was at a 

rally in Toronto. These rallies are taking place because we in Canada want the people of Ukraine to know 

that we care, that we are following what is taking place and that we do not like what we are seeing. 

  (2340)   

     There are petitions being circulated and signed by hundreds and thousands. If we had electronic 

petitioning, I would suggest that hundreds of thousands of people would be signing these petitions. 

     A special mention should go to the Ukrainian Canadian Congress for the phenomenal effort it is 

making, whether at the national or regional level.  

     In the local communities, a number of individuals from different Ukrainian organizations have 

communicated with me. I am grateful for that. It is not only the organizations.  

    Last Thursday when I was having lunch at Wendy's, I looked to my right because I overheard a 

young man talking to a lady across from him while showing her his iPhone, which was obviously showing 

a clip of what was happening in Ukraine.  

     Someone came to one of my weekly meetings. I have her email here, because I asked her to 

send it to me with her comments. She, Libid Zyla Harder, said that she would love to see Canada offer 

refuge for new dissidents, the persecuted protestors, independent journalists, and their respective 

families. 

     I hosted a lunch on Sunday in my constituency. We had maybe 150-plus individuals, the vast 

majority, maybe 90%, who might have been of Ukrainian heritage. One table in particular had a group of 

young people who picked up on the same point, that we needed to look at how we might be able to 

assist through refuge or special visas. People have ideas, and there are things that we can do.  

     I posed a question to the last speaker. It would be nice to get a very straightforward answer. 

Today in question period the deputy leader of the Liberal Party posed the following question to the 

government: 

     Beyond general statements about considering options with respect to Yanukovych, will Canada 

specifically, one, send official observers to scrutinize what is going on; two, provide expedited visas to 

any victims who need to leave that country for their own safety; and three, target Yanukovych and his 

crowd with personal sanctions, asset freezes, and travel bans, for example, to push them to stop their 

anti-democratic behaviour? 

     I do believe, and we in the Liberal Party believe, that Canada has a leadership role to play and 

does not have to wait for other countries. Yes, we work with other countries, but we can play a 

leadership role in putting in targeted sanctions, a leadership role on the whole issue of immigration and 

through Citizenship and Immigration assist in a very tangible way. 
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     That is the challenge that we put to the government, starting back in December. I want to 

conclude really simply and say that the challenge for the government is to demonstrate strong 

leadership here. 

  (2345)   

     We can go alone. Yes, we can work with other governments throughout the world, but we can 

go alone if need be, and we believe that the need is now. We do not have to wait. My final appeal to the 

government is that we can act now, and I would challenge it to do just that. 

  (2350)   

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, the hon. member mentioned the Canada-Ukraine Friendship Group. I am the chair. 

He may have noticed that this is an emergency debate that my colleague from Selkirk—Interlake co-

sponsored with me this evening. In fact, being the vice-chair of the Canada-Ukraine Friendship Group, 

he has spoken this evening. The other vice-chair, the member for Parkdale—High Park, has spoken this 

evening. Other members of the Canada-Ukraine Friendship Group have also spoken this evening. 

      I would remind the member that the Ukrainian community will be having a very large gathering 

outside the House of Commons on Wednesday at noon, and I would expect the hon. member to be 

there to address that crowd and to take his position as the vice-chair of the Canada-Ukraine Friendship 

Group. 

     I would also like to remind the member that in the past, the third party has had a very poor 

record on defending human rights when it came to the Soviet Union, Cuba, China, and other places. Our 

government has stood up for them.  

     The Prime Minister has made very strong statements about what is going on in Ukraine. The 

foreign affairs minister has been there himself. He has walked the Maidan. I twice walked the Maidan in 

December when I was there. My former CUPP interns took me on a very intimate tour of the Maidan.  

     We are working intimately with our allies, because that is what a responsible government does. 

That is what a responsible country does. It coordinates. It is precise. By being imprecise, by going it 

alone, as the member would like to say, we could miss something, and the people who are harmed at 

the end of the day are going to be the little people in Ukraine. It is the ordinary people that would pay 

the price for an imprecise response from this government. 

     The member is, quite frankly, mistaken about the course of action he is recommending. This 

government is working very diligently. We stand with the people of Ukraine. We stand with the 

opposition, and we are going to fight very hard to help Ukrainians aspire to the freedom, democracy, 

human rights, justice, and economic options that country desires for itself. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux:   
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     Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the member's comments with regard to the Canada-Ukraine 

Friendship Group. I am one of the vice-chairs. As I suggested, it would be appropriate for us to get 

together, possibly before Wednesday or after, even if it is for a brief discussion on other thoughts and 

ideas. Maybe something can be done, for example, for observers. Is there something we can encourage? 

After all, there are representatives from all political parties. 

     With regard to standing alone, let me discuss a quote posted on Facebook. I suggest that this is 

something we could actually do on our own. It talks about a special, expedited, and no-cost visa regime 

for injured protesters so that they can be treated in Canada. Protestors have been removed from 

hospitals by police only to be dumped outside the forest. There are family members of killed protesters 

and family members of protest organizers. As the situation develops, that list could, in fact, expand. 

     These are things we could do. We do not necessarily have to have the blessings of other 

governments in the world to move forward on this. That is why I say that what we really want is for the 

Government of Canada to play a stronger, more proactive leadership role in dealing with some of these 

issues. 

[Translation] 

Mr. Alain Giguère (Marc-Aurèle-Fortin, NDP):   

     Mr. Speaker, I agree with my Conservative colleagues who said in their speeches that Canada's 

main focus is to find a peaceful and democratic solution in Ukraine. 

     We do not want to add fuel to the fire. We definitely do not want to see a repeat of the horrors 

in Hungary, where publicity-hungry politicians encouraged Hungarians to revolt and then did nothing 

when the U.S.S.R. brutally cracked down on citizens. We cannot allow that to happen again. 

     Encouraging an international solution is a measured and intelligent response. We do not want to 

add fuel to the fire, but that does not stop the Canadian government from taking measures to stop 

those who are using Canada to launder money they stole in Ukraine. It does not stop the government 

from supporting the people who are knocking at our door, trying to get a visa to protect their family 

from indiscriminate repression. 

     However, I would like to know when the member from Manitoba will understand that Canada's 

role in this situation is not to beat the drums and fire the guns, but to truly help the people in Ukraine 

find a peaceful solution. 

  (2355)   

[English] 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux:   

     Mr. Speaker, I am not sure if the member is consistent with other members of his political party. 

I was under the impression that the NDP did support targeted sanctions. Even the member's own critic 
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for foreign affairs and numerous other members commented on that, so he might be a very small 

minority within his own caucus. However, I will let him deal with that. 

     For me, having targeted sanctions and Canada playing a leadership role would be of great 

benefit. It would not be the first time Canada played a very strong leadership role with respect to 

Ukraine, to give credit to a Progressive Conservative government in its recognition of Ukraine during its 

independence.  

     I would suggest to the member that we not underestimate the potential contribution Canada 

can make. No one wants to see additional loss of life in Ukraine. What we want to see is peace and 

harmony, but also freedom of speech, rule of law, democracy and so forth. 

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, CPC):   

     Mr. Speaker, as this is my last chance to get up today, I want to thank all of my colleagues for 

participating in tonight's debate, for raising awareness, for condemning the Yanukovych regime and the 

brutality that has been taking place on the streets of Kiev and so many other communities, and letting 

the people of Ukraine, as well as Ukrainian Canadians, know that we stand in solidarity with them. It was 

important earlier today that we pass the motion unanimously. That goes a long way in rattling the cages 

over in Kiev. 

     We know that tomorrow the Ukrainian parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, will be having a debate. 

I know that some of their discussions today fell apart again, but at least they are talking. We want to 

make sure that those discussions continue and, more importantly, that the Yanukovych government and 

the parliamentarians, the party of regions and the Communist party that supported this resolution that 

brought in place the draconian martial law that we see today, do the right thing and in good faith repeal 

that legislation, regardless of where those negotiations stand.  

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux:   

     Mr. Speaker, to join the member in concluding on a very positive note, I say that we 

acknowledge and want what the people of Ukraine want. The House of Commons today is prepared to 

speak out in support of the people of Ukraine and respond to the hundreds of thousands of Canadians 

who want us to take action. All of us will take action where we best can.  

     I do appreciate that we had the emergency debate today. It was the right thing to do. We wish 

nothing but the best for the future of Ukraine.  

  (2400)   

The Deputy Speaker:   

     It being midnight, I declare that the motion to adjourn the House is now deemed to have been 

adopted.  

[Translation] 
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     Accordingly, the House stands adjourned until later this day at 10 a.m., pursuant to Standing 

Order 24(1).  

    (The House adjourned at 12 a.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


