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During this time of extraordinary challenges faced by Canada due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Ukrainian Canadian organizations have responded to increasing needs for 
support of the 1.4-million-strong Ukrainian Canadian community and beyond.  
 
Community organizations from coast to coast have organized and implemented many 
projects and initiatives that deliver relief and aid to the most vulnerable members of our 
communities, ensure the continuing education of our youth, support seniors and assist 
in combatting the negative affects of social isolation and social separation. 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) has been working hard to support and 
coordinate the inspiring and exceptional efforts of our member organizations, provincial 
councils, local branches and local organizations. 
 
In a time of national crisis, the role and responsibility of the Government of Canada to 
support communities and community organizations takes on a new urgency. Budget 
2021 is a crucial opportunity for the Government of Canada to deliver a strategy that 
ensures a full recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic for all Canadians.  
 
The UCC presents the following recommendations to the Government of Canada for 
Budget 2021: 
 
I. National Standards for Long-Term Care 

 
1. Ensure that Budget 2021 includes adequate financial commitments from the Federal 
Government to develop and implement appropriate national standards for long-term 
care in a short timeframe, including provision of a guaranteed livable income, paid sick 
days and mental health support for staff.  
 
II.  Support for Seniors 
 
2. Work with stakeholders and provincial and territorial governments to ensure 
consistent and fair supports for seniors across the country to limit their out-of-pocket 
costs for medicines and life saving care. 
 
3. Enhance the Canada Caregiver Credit for family caregivers, which would help 
alleviate the financial stress of balancing work and family care.  
 
4. Expand the EI compassionate care benefits for those who are caring for seriously ill 
and/or older family members. 
 
III.  Mitigating Impacts of Covid-19 on non-profit organizations 
 
5. Introduce government funding opportunities for which non-professional and 
community-based arts, cultural, music and dance groups will be eligible. 
 
6. Renew the formerly available federal tax credit for community-based heritage 
language instruction.  



 
 
 
7. Introduce an enhancement of the charitable donation tax credit and work with 
municipalities to provide relief for not-for-profits and charities on property tax payments.  
 
IV.  Supporting Women, Families and Youth 
 
8. Ensure that government programs – including professional training programs - aimed 
at addressing the negative effects of the covid-19 pandemic on women are adequately 
financed and that eligibility for such programs is accessible and broad. 
 
9. Invest significantly more resources and funding in early childhood care and early 
learning government programs. 
 
10. In the short term work with telecom companies to offer plans that are comparable to 
global price, develop programs to support Canadians who require assistance in 
accessing dependable internet and mobile telephone services, and increase 
investments in the Universal Broadband Fund to ensure all Canadians have access to 
high-speed internet.  In the longer term ensure that competition in the marketplace is 
robust by setting aside new wireless spectrum for new market entrants and open up the 
market to more mobile network operators. 
 
11. Ensure that the Canada Summer Jobs Program and the Youth Employment 
Strategy take into account the needs of youth in ethnocultural communities and 
organizations. 
 
12. Increase federal investments in training programs, internships, apprenticeships and 
early-job placement programs. 
 
V.  International Development - Supporting Ukraine 
 
13. Ensure that Budget 2021 maintains the current level of international development 
funding for Ukraine (approximately $50 million a year). Ensure that funding can be 
increased as additional needs arise, particularly for programming that build capacity and 
increase the effectiveness of Ukraine’s civil society and stimulates reforms.   
 

 
 I. National standards for long-term care 

 
The UCC welcomes the Government’s commitment made in the Speech from the 
Throne in November 2020 to work with provincial and territorial governments to set 
national standards for long-term care. 
 
As Canada’s Long Term Care homes have again been tragically affected in the second 
pandemic wave, and a third wave is imminent due to the spread of new highly 
contagious mutations, the standards and funding should ensure a guaranteed livable 
income for staff in LTC homes, who have had to give up the employment in multiple 
facilities that sustained them in the past, provide paid sick days so they do not come to 



 
 
work when they are ill, and provide mental health support for those caring for our loved 
ones who are isolated from their families.   
 
The UCC has advocated for the establishment of national standards for long-term care. 
The Ukrainian Canadian community knows first-hand that publicly funded community 
managed not-for-profit long-term care facilities which offer culturally specific 
programming are able to provide compassionate and effective care for seniors.  
 
The UCC encourages the Government to engage widely with representatives of ethno-
cultural communities when developing these standards. Developing and ensuring the 
implementation of these standards across Canada will require significant financial 
commitment from the Federal Government. 
 
Recommendation: 
1. Ensure that Budget 2021 includes adequate financial commitments from the 
Federal Government to develop and implement appropriate national standards for 
long-term care in a short timeframe, including provision of a guaranteed livable 
income, paid sick days and mental health support for staff.  
 

II. Support for Seniors 
 
Many older adults on limited incomes struggle to remain in their homes, and with the 
high cost of life-saving medications. Programs to assist lower-income seniors vary from 
province to province.  
 
As Canada’s Long Term Care homes struggle to provide safe care for seniors additional 
supports are necessary to allow seniors to remain in their homes as long as possible.  
Additional support for in-home care will alleviate this pressure.   
 
The current patchwork of coverage for pharma-care across Canada is inconsistent, both 
in terms of income threshold and the drugs that are covered. The covid-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated these issues.  
 
The Government of Canada can play a leading role in ensuring that seniors from coast 
to coast have access to the medicines and assistance they need.  
 
Recommendation: 
2. Work with stakeholders and provincial and territorial governments, to ensure 
consistent and fair supports for seniors across the country to limit their out-of-
pocket costs for medicines and life saving care. 
 
Many caregivers, predominantly women, provide unpaid support to older and disabled 
members of their families, often at great personal and financial cost, as they balance 
raising a young family and full- or part-time paid employment.  
 
 
 



 
 
Recommendations: 
3. Enhance the Canada Caregiver Credit for family caregivers, which would help 
alleviate the financial stress of balancing work and family care.  
 
4. Expand the EI compassionate care benefits for those who are caring for 
seriously ill and/or older family members. 
  
 

III. Mitigating Impacts of Covid-19 on non-profit organizations 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a negative impact on not-for profit organizations that 
provide educational, cultural and arts programming – organizations that enrich the lives 
of all Canadians.  
 
Heritage language schools and community cultural organizations have been particularly 
hard-hit by the pandemic. Community cultural organizations such as dance, music, 
visual arts groups and others rely on events to raise revenue to fund their operations, 
which have had to be cancelled. Government support programs have in the vast 
majority of cases focused on support for the professional arts community, leaving 
community and amateur organizations ineligible for support.  
 
Additionally, community charitable organizations have seen drops in donations as 
Canadians face increased economic uncertainty. Community organizations that own or 
control property and rely on rents for revenue are dealing with the decreased ability of 
their renters to make payments and will have difficulty paying property tax and covering 
static overhead costs (maintenance, utilities, etc.)  
 
Recommendations:  
5. Introduce government funding opportunities for which non-professional and 
community-based arts, cultural, music and dance groups will be eligible.  
 
6. Renew the formerly available federal tax credit for community-based heritage 
language instruction.  
 
7. Introduce an enhancement of the charitable donation tax credit and work with 
municipalities to provide relief for not-for-profits and charities on property tax 
payments.  
 
 

IV. Supporting Women, Families and Youth 
 

Numerous studies demonstrate conclusively that women bear a disproportionate burden 
in dealing with the negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, both in their 
professional and family lives and in caring for children.  
 



 
 
Increased Government support for addressing these issues, and in assisting Canadians 
with increasing difficulties in childcare brought on by the pandemic, are crucial elements 
in ensuring a sustainable economic recovery from the pandemic. 
 
The UCC takes note of the Government of Canada’s intention, as stated in the Speech 
from the Throne, of creating an Action Plan for Women in the Economy, as a basis for 
strengthening economic recovery.  
 
For all Canadians, the new realities brought on by the pandemic have highlighted the 
need and importance of affordable and dependable access to the internet and mobile 
phone services. Canadians continue to pay the highest telecom prices on the planet. 
Many children are attending school online; organizations and companies have moved 
their meetings and much of their activities online; many essential services are only 
accessible online. For many Canadians, this has created either increased financial 
burdens or left them unable to access essential services or participate in any kind of 
community life.  Many rural Canadians do not have access to high-speed internet. 
 
Recommendations: 
8. Ensure that government programs – including professional training programs - 
aimed at addressing the negative effects of the covid-19 pandemic on women are 
adequately financed and that eligibility for such programs is accessible and 
broad. 
 
9. Invest significantly more resources and funding in early childhood care and 
early learning government programs. 
 
10. In the short term work with telecom companies to offer plans that are 
comparable to global price, develop programs to support Canadians who require 
assistance in accessing dependable internet and mobile telephone services, and 
increase investments in the Universal Broadband Fund to ensure all Canadians 
have access to high-speed internet.  In the longer term ensure that competition in 
the marketplace is robust by setting aside new wireless spectrum for new market 
entrants and open up the market to more mobile network operators. 
 
The UCC believes it is critical to provide youth with opportunities to gain work 
experience and develop the skills they will need in today’s competitive job market. 
These opportunities have been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Many of the UCC’s provincial councils, local branches, and member organizations help 
youth apply for the Canada Summer Jobs Program, which provides valuable experience 
and skills that lay the foundation for a successful career.  
 
Recommendations: 
11. Ensure that the Canada Summer Jobs Program and the Youth Employment 
Strategy take into account the needs of youth in ethnocultural communities and 
organizations. 
 



 
 
12. Increase federal investments in training programs, internships, 
apprenticeships and early-job placement programs. 
 
 

V. International Development - Supporting Ukraine 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been particularly difficult for Ukraine. In addition to the 
negative public health consequences, the pandemic has caused increasing economic 
difficulty for the Ukrainian people, who have for 7 years courageously defended their 
country against Russia’s war of aggression.  
  
Recent months have also seen a concerning trend of regression in the commitment to 
reforms by Ukraine’s authorities.  
 
At this time of international crisis, it is important that the Ukrainian people continue to 
see and feel the support of close allies such as Canada. The continued strengthening of 
Ukraine’s vibrant civil society and independent media institutions, which serve to 
preclude backsliding on necessary reform by the authorities – particularly in the fields of 
rule of law and judicial independence reforms – is especially important.  
  
Recommendation:  
13. Ensure that Budget 2021 maintains the current level of international 
development funding for Ukraine (approximately $50 million a year). Ensure that 
funding can be increased as additional needs arise, particularly for programming 
that builds with programs that will build capacity and increases the effectiveness 
of Ukraine’s civil society and stimulates reforms.   
 
 
 
 
 
Who We Are 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian 
community.  The Congress brings together under one umbrella all the national, 
provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian organizations. Together with its member 
organizations, the UCC has been leading, coordinating and representing the interests of 
one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.4 million) since 1940 and has been 
instrumental in shaping Canada’s social, economic and political landscape. 
 
What We Do 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) represents the Ukrainian Canadian 
community before the people and Government of Canada, promotes linkages with 
Ukraine and identifies and addresses the needs of the Ukrainian community in Canada 
to ensure its continued existence and development for the enhancement of Canada’s 
socio-cultural fabric. 
 
 


