
RESOLUTIONS OF THE XXII CONGRESS OF UKRAINIAN CANADIANS 
October 19 to 21, 2007 

 
Greetings 
 
The XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadian taking place in Winnipeg October 19 to 20, 
2007 greets the hierarchy and clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and Ukrainian Evangelical Associations in Canada. 
 
The participants of the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians greet the president of 
Ukraine, Victor Yushchenko  and the newly elected democratic Parliament of Ukraine, 
the leaders of the Ukrainian World Congress and national umbrella organizations of 
Ukrainians in the diaspora. 
 
Ukrainian Canadian Youth Engagement 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), together with its 

provincial councils, develop a strategy to: 
 

(a) mentor existing and facilitate the creation of new Ukrainian Canadian youth 
organizations; 

(b) organize leadership development and skills training sessions, for example 
fundraising, financial management, marketing, etc. 

 
2. BE IT RESOLVED that the Youth Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

(UCC) coordinate and develop a student web presence within the UCC web site, 
which would include information on scholarships, projects, programs, events, etc. 

 
3. BE IT RESOLVED that the Youth Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

contact various international exchange programs at Canadian universities that deal 
with Ukraine and post information about them online, or, if such programs do not 
exist, be proactive in encouraging the creation of new exchange programs. 

 
4. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress continue its parliamentary 

internship program and expand this program to allow students from Canada and 
Ukraine to participate in various government departments, agencies and the UCC as 
well as Ukrainian Canadian social welfare organizations. 

 
5. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress support and encourage 

the development of Ukrainian Studies programs at Canadian universities. 
 
6. BE IT RESOLVED that the Youth Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

facilitate, with national youth organizations, various sports initiatives and projects, 
such as tournaments. 
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7. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) change the age 
limits of Ukrainian Canadian Youth Awards for Leadership from ages 18-29 to two 
categories: ages 14-17 and ages 18-25. 

 
Canadian Government Relations 
 
8. WHEREAS the Ukrainian Canadian Congress wishes to improve and enhance its 

relations with the Government of Canada, provincial and municipal governments and 
senior public servants, 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress: 
 

(a) create a database of current and former politicians and politically active people 
within and outside the community; 

(b) identify critical decision makers at the federal level and adopt measures to best 
approach them through an Ottawa presence; 

(c) call on UCC member organizations, provincial councils and branches to 
encourage their members, particularly youth, to become more active in political 
processes at all levels; and 

(d) develop and implement a strategy for regular relations with elected members of 
the Canadian Parliament, senior public servants and members of the mass 
media to enhance the influence of the Ukrainian Canadian community on all 
aspects of Canadian life. 

 
Ukrainian Canadian Heritage 
 
9. WHEREAS the preservation of Ukrainian Canadian material culture (e.g., artifacts, 

landmarks and archives) in Canada is important to the continued development of 
Ukrainian Canadian identity, 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 

(a) the Ukrainian Canadian Congress establish a Heritage Committee to coordinate 
preservation activities at local, provincial and national levels; and 

(b) the Ukrainian Canadian Congress host biennial conferences dedicated to the 
preservation of Ukrainian Canadian material culture. 

 
Media & Technology 
 
10. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress form a media council. 
 
11. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress develop a notification 

strategy and/or template for publicizing issues and events to the mainstream media. 
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12. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress in cooperation with the 
Shevchenko Foundation consider creating a fund to sustain Ukrainian Canadian 
media outlets. 

 
Our Community & Ukraine 
 
13. BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Canada Ukraine Relations Committee of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress initiate a review of the Observer Missions to the Ukrainian 
elections and make recommendations to the Board of Directors concerning the 
operations of past and future observer missions. 

 
14. BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ukrainian Canadian Congress establish a program to 

facilitate the coordination of relationships between community organizations in 
Canada and Ukraine. 

 
Ukrainian Canadian Culture 
 
15. WHEREAS there are strong concerns regarding the development of Ukrainian 

Canadian arts and culture expressed during the panel and discussion on culture, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
create a permanent body to: 

  
(a) facilitate consultation, communication and networking among Ukrainian 

Canadian cultural and arts groups; 
(b) serve as a clearing house for information relating to Ukrainian Canadian arts and 

culture; 
(c) promote exposure of Ukrainian Canadian artists; and 
(d) develop a strategic plan for the support and development of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Arts for presentation at the XXIII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians. 
 
16. WHEREAS it is desirable to provide a showcase at the Congress of excellence in 

Ukrainian Canadian Performing Arts, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress consider reinstating the 
Triennial CONGRESS Gala Concert. 
 

17. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress maintain as a priority the 
promotion and development of Ukrainian Canadian programs and projects especially 
in terms of youth, educational and initiatives. 

 
Ukrainian Canadian Education – Shkola 
 
18. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress consider and support 

reasonable proposals that advance the organization and the work of a national 
coordinating shkilna rada. 
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Connecting People to the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
 
19. BE IT RESOLVED that the Immigration Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian 

Congress: 
 

(a) develop methods and strategies to better integrate new immigrants; and 
(b) consider adopting the UCC-Saskatoon Immigrant Settlement Program as a 

model for outreach and community development for broader application. 
 
Holodomor: 75th Anniversary 
 
20. WHEREAS in 2007-2008 Ukrainians worldwide will commemorate the 75th 

anniversary of the Holodomor – the famine genocide in Ukraine of 1932-1933, and 
  
 WHEREAS the Ukrainian Canadian community has the goals of: 
  

(a) raising awareness of the Holodomor among Canadians, and 
(b) ensuring that the Holodomor is recognized as an act of genocide against the  
 Ukrainian nation at all levels of Canadian government, 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress develop and implement a  

coordinated national strategy for commemorating the anniversary of this tragic 
period in Ukrainian history. 

 
Justice Committee 
 
21. WHEREAS several individuals today living in Canada have publicly confirmed that 

they were members of Soviet-era secret police and security forces, namely the 
NKVD, SMERSH and KGB, and 

  
WHEREAS the Government of Canada has been informed about the public 
statements, media reports and publications of members of the NKVD, SMERSH and 
KGB, now living in Canada, 

  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls upon 
the Government of Canada to prosecute before Canadian criminal courts those 
persons against whom there is evidence of individual criminality. 

 
22. WHEREAS the Government of Canada's current policy of denaturalization and 

deportation is contrary to the principles of fundamental justice which are integral to 
the Canadian justice system, and 

  
WHEREAS this issue is of significance to all Canadians, particularly in this year 
commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Canadian Citizenship Act, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Triennial Congress of Ukrainian 
Canadians calls on the Government of Canada to cease all denaturalization and 
deportation proceedings against naturalized Canadians that received their 
citizenship over half a century ago. In cases where evidence of war crimes or crimes 
against humanity committed by an individual during WWII is uncovered, the 
Government of Canada should prosecute such an individual before Canadian courts 
of criminal jurisdiction in accordance with Canadian criminal law (i.e., Canada's 
Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Act) and Canadian standards of evidence 
in criminal proceedings. 

 
23. WHEREAS the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney appeared before the XVII 

Congress of Ukrainian Canadians in 1992 and confirmed his intention of working 
toward a resolution of the Ukrainian Canadian redress issue, and 

  
WHEREAS the Right Honourable Jean Chrétien, as the Leader of the Opposition, 
affirmed his personal support and that of the Liberal Party of Canada for redress to 
the Ukrainian Canadian community in June 1993, and 

  
WHEREAS the Government of Canada signed an Agreement in Principle with 
designated representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian community 24 August 2005, 
pledging to provide $2.5 million for various commemorative, educational and 
research initiatives, and further funding in redress for what happened to Ukrainians 
and other Europeans during Canada’s first national internment operations, and 

  
WHEREAS a Bill C-331 – The Internment of Persons of Ukrainian Origin 
Recognition Act received Royal Assent 25 November 2005, obliging the Government 
of Canada to negotiate a Ukrainian Canadian redress settlement with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, 

  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians 
calls upon the designated representatives to take all necessary steps, including legal 
action, to conclude a redress settlement. 

 
Council of Credit Unions 
 
24. WHEREAS the Council of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada is the coordinating 

body of Ukrainian Canadian Credit Unions, and 
  

WHEREAS Ukrainian Canadian Credit Unions provide financial services to their  
70,000 members, and 

  
WHEREAS electronic banking allows access to credit union accounts without having 
to be located in the immediate vicinity of its members, and 
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WHEREAS Ukrainian Canadian Credit Unions provide financial assistance to 
community activities across Canada, including dance groups, Ukrainian schools, art 
shows, festivals, museums and scholarships, 

  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress encourage 
its member organizations to have every member of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community become a member of a Ukrainian Canadian Credit Union in order that 
the Ukrainian Canadian Credit Unions may continue to assist the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress and its affiliate organizations and local communities to grow, 
prosper and continue preserving the Ukrainian culture and contributions to Canada. 

 
Independent Resolutions 
 
25. On the occasion of 65th anniversary of the creation of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 

(UIA) and the 100th anniversary of the birth of the Roman Shukhevych, Supreme 
Commander of the UIA 

  
BE IT RESOLVED that  
 the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians salutes all the soldiers of the UIA and 

honours the memory of those fighters who gave their life for an independent 
Ukrainian state, 

 the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians welcomes the acknowledgement and 
granting of the title “Hero of Ukraine” by the president of Ukraine, Victor 
Yushchenko, to the Supreme Commander of the UIA, general Roman 
Shukhevych, 

 the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians calls for the recognition, at the 
legislative level of Ukraine, of OUN-UIA as a belligerent party in the struggle for 
struggle and state independence of Ukraine. 

 
26. BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians call for the return 

of the Ukrainian temples – the Kyiv Monastery of the Caves and the Pochaiv 
Monastery – to the Ukrainian national churches. 

 
27. BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians support the aim 

of uniting all the branches of the Ukrainian Orthodox church into one particular 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 
28. BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians support the 

particularity of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and the finalization of its  
 structure with a patriarchal system. 
 
29. BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) prepare a detailed 

projection of its finances for the next three (3) years so that the UCC Board can 
make effective decisions regarding the management of its operating budget. 

 
30. WHEREAS the Ukrainian Canadian Congress suffers shortages of operating funds, 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors develop a strategy for the long-term 
sustainable funding of the organization. 

 
31. BE IT RESOLVED that the XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians call upon the 

newly elected Board of Directors to consider the possibilities of cost saving through 
the mutual use of the facility and sharing of office costs with the Taras Shevchenko 
Foundation. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. WHEREAS the arts include more than literature, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress call upon the Shevchenko 
Foundation to continually review the criteria of the Kobzar Literary Award and 
examine the possibilities of extending it to all the arts. 

 
2. The XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians recommends that the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress provide a summary report to all its member organizations 
regarding the sale of its head office building in 2006. 

 
3. The XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians recommends that the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress provide a report to its member organizations regarding the $1.5 
million Democratic Appeal Fund, initiated and managed jointly with Trustees from 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the UCC Toronto Branch. 

 
4. WHEREAS the Ukrainian Canadian Congress wishes to encourage young people to 

prepare themselves for careers within the public service, 
 
The XXII Congress of Ukrainian Canadians recommends that the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress create a $5,000 scholarship for a Ukrainian Canadian student 
entering a recognized graduate school in public administration. 
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