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The Parliament of Canada Remembers Ukraine’s Famine/Genocide 
1932-33 
 
NOVEMBER 30, 2010, OTTAWA, ONTARIO – The memory and experiences 

of survivors of the Holodomor -- the Ukrainian Famine/Genocide in 1932 and 1933 – 
were commemorated on Tuesday, November 30, 2010 at the Government Conference 
Centre in an evening ceremony dedicated to honouring those who both perished and 
survived the man-made tragedy 77 years ago.   
 
His Excellency Ihor Ostash, Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada and The Honourable 
Mark Warawa, Member of Parliament and Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group, hosted the Holodomor Commemoration Ceremony on behalf of the 
Embassy of Ukraine and the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. 
 
Members of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, Senators, Members of Parliament 
and dignitaries were present to show their support alongside a solid force of members 
of the Ukrainian Community who travelled from across Canada to be at this event.  
 
The Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism spoke on behalf of the Government of Canada. ―The Government of 
Canada is committed to remembering the victims of the Holodomor and heightening 
international awareness of what happened more than three-quarters of a century ago‖ 
said Minister Kenney. ―Establishing a memorial day and recognizing the Holodomor as 
an act of genocide expresses the fundamental values Canadians hold dear: freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law. It also honours the more than one million 
Canadians of Ukrainian descent who have played an important role in building our 
society, taking great pride in both their traditional heritage and their adopted home.‖ 
 
Senator Raynell Andreychuk, Vice-Chair of the Friendship Group, Ukrainian World 
Congress President Eugene Czoli and Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Mr. 
Paul Grod were among the speakers along with a united front among all parties as Bloc 
Quebecois MP Bernard Bigras, Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, Michael Ignatieff, 
and NDP Candidate Peggy Nash each spoke about the heinous atrocities that occurred 
during the Famine/Genocide. 
 
The Remembrance Candle also known as Svichka Molinnia was the focus of this year’s 
commemorations and travelled, on the initiative of the Ukrainian World Congress from 
Kyiv where it was first lit on June 19, 2010, at the Holodomor Memorial. The candle, 
which was lit by Holodomor Survivor Mr. Mykola Latyshko at the beginning of the 
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evening burned brightly and stronger as the ceremony progressed. The flame 
symbolizes unity in educating people about this crime against humanity. 
 
The traditional Holodomor melody was performed by Ukrainian bandurist Iaroslav Dzus, 
during which there was a video presentation of scenes depicting victims of the 
Holodomor to present day pictures of leaders, including Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
denouncing the Holodomor and paying tribute to its victims. 
 
The evening’s most poignant moment came when Mr. Nicholas Latyshko, a Holodomor 
witness, spoke about the quotas imposed and enforced by the communist regime and 
how they struggled during the famine/genocide.  Many in the audience were moved to 
tears as he recounted his story.  
 
 ―This tragic time in Ukraine history stands as a reminder to us all that history is not to 
be forgotten,‖ said MP Warawa, MC for the ceremony. ―I hope all countries join Canada 
in recognizing Holodomor as what it truly was—a genocide.‖  
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BACKGROUNDER 
 
In 1932/33, Stalin's Communist regime committed a horrendous act of genocide against 
as many as 10 million Ukrainians. The nation of agriculturists was deliberately subjected 
to starvation, one of the most ruthless forms of torture and death. The government 
imposed exorbitant grain quotas, in some cases confiscating supplies down to the last 
seed. The territory of Soviet Ukraine and the predominantly Ukrainian-populated Kuban 
region of the Northern Caucasus (Soviet Russia) were isolated by armed units, so that 
people could not go in search of food to the neighboring Soviet regions where it was 
more readily available. The result was the Ukrainian genocide of 1932-33, known in 
Ukrainian as the Holodomor, or extermination by famine. 
 
Canada and Holodomor 
On June 19, 2003, the Senate of Canada unanimously adopted a resolution calling 
upon the Government of Canada to ―recognize the Ukrainian Famine/Genocide of 1932-
33 and to condemn any attempt to deny or distort this historical truth as being anything 
less than genocide; to designate the fourth Saturday in November of every year 
throughout Canada as a day of remembrance of the more than seven million Ukrainians 
who fell victim to the Ukrainian Famine/Genocide of 1932-33; and to call on all 
Canadians, particularly historians, educators and parliamentarians, to include the true 
facts of the Ukrainian Famine/Genocide of 1932-33 in the records of Canada and in 
future educational material.‖ 
 
In addition, the Parliament of Canada unanimously passed Bill C-459, the Ukrainian 
Famine and Genocide ("Holodomor") Memorial Day Act which came into force by Royal 
Assent on May 29, 2008. The Act recognizes the Holodomor as an act of genocide and 
proclaims the 4th Saturday of each November Holodomor Memorial Day. 
  

 
 

 


