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For Immediate Release 

League of Ukrainian Canadians and League of Ukrainian Canadian Women hold 
National Conventions 

The League of Ukrainian Canadians (LUC) held its 25th Tri-annual National 
Convention and the League of Ukrainian Canadian Women (LUCW) its 19th Tri-
Annual National Convention, jointly, at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre in Toronto, 
from Thursday, April 28 to Saturday, April 30, 2011. Delegates from throughout 
Canada and guests from the United States and Ukraine participated in roundtables, 
plenary sessions and social events during the three days that culminated in a Gala 
Banquet hosted by the LUCW. 

Events on Thursday focused on registering delegates and guests and a social 
evening that allowed for convention participants from near and far to share in an 
informal gathering at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre.   

Oleh Romanyshyn and Chrystyna Bidiak, Presidents of the LUC and LUCW, 
formally opened the conventions at a joint plenary session that featured an address 
by Askold Lozynskyj, President of the International Conference in Support of 
Ukraine (ICSU). In his address, Askold Lozynskyj focused on the eternal ideals 
and enduring goals that unite the member organizations of the ICSU. (The LUC, 
LUCW, Ukrainian Youth Association of Canada (CYM), Society of Veterans of 
UPA and Homin Ukrainy/Ukrainian Echo newspaper comprise the Canadian 
Chapter of the ICSU.) 

Separate plenary sessions followed with the election of the conventions’ 
presidiums and standing committees. The presidium for the LUCW convention 
was comprised of: chair — Myroslava Pidhirnyi (Winnipeg), secretaries— Larysa 
Shwed (Toronto), Angelina Pidzamecky (St. Catharines). The presidium of the 
LUC convention included: chair — Borys Mykhaylets (Toronto), secretary — 
Bohdan Popovych (Toronto), members — Ihor Broda (Edmonton), Borys 
Potapenko (Toronto). 
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The outgoing Presidents and members of the National Executives, as well as the 
delegates from the LUC and LUCW chapters delivered reports on their activities, 
that were followed by extensive discussions about the successes achieved and 
challenges facing the membership. 

A major feature of the conventions were the special presentations and roundtables 
that allowed for indepth discussion of critically important issues. 

In addition to the policy address by Askold Lozynskyj, convention delegates, 
guests and the general public had an opportunity to hear from Roman Krutsyk, 
Director of the Kyiv Chapter of the All-Ukrainian Memorial Society, who spoke 
live via internet video link from his home in Ukraine. Mr. Krutsyk presented his 
newest exhibition “People’s War” that covered the armed resistance in eastern 
Ukraine of the Ukrainian people to Soviet Russian occupation from 1917-1932. 
The exhibition itself was on display during the conventions. Over the years, the 
LUC and LUCW have been major benefactors of the Memorial Society and are 
among the sponsors of the “People’s War” exhibition. 

A report was also delivered by the President of the LUC chapter in Etobicoke, 
Petro Kardasz, and by Alide Forstmanis, President of the Tribute To Liberty 
project, including the progress made in erecting a monument to the victims of 
totalitarian communism. 

There also were roundtables on current issues and concerns that affect Ukrainian 
Canadians. First up was Roundtable I, moderated by Borys Mykhaylets, entitled 
“The LUC and LUCW Heritage in Canada and Cooperation with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC).” Specific presentations were made on: the 120th 
anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada; the LUCW Pier 21 project 
concerning an exhibit on the WWII Ukrainian immigrants at the Pier 21 Museum 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia; the controversy surrounding the proposed Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg, Manitoba; and the role of the newest 
fourth wave of Ukrainian immigrants. Speakers on these topics were, respectively, 
Andrij Makuch, Chrystyna Bidiak, Alexandra Chyczij and Anna Kisil.  

Roundtable II followed, covering the topics of the Policies and Programs of the 
Canadian Conference in Support of Ukraine (CCSU) in Defense of National and 
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Human Rights in Ukraine, and Cooperation with the UCC. Moderated by Ihor 
Broda, the panelists included Paul Grod, Oleh Romanyshyn and Lesia Shymko. 

Following a dinner break, the formal part of the first full day of the conventions 
ended with Roundtable III, moderated by Ihor Kozak and entitled “Ukraine under 
the Yanukovych Regime and Moscow’s Sway.” The list of internationally 
prominent panelists included Volodymyr Viatrovych, Ukraine, Askold Lozynskyj, 
U.S.A, and Yuri Shymko, Canada. 

An important feature of the conventions was the large number of young people in 
attendance that was underscored by the Dance/Party hosted by the Ukrainian 
Students’ Club at the University of Toronto, that took place at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Centre following the first full day of the LUC/LUCW national 
conventions.  

The final full day of the LUC/LUCW conventions opened with a joint plenary 
session that featured a roundtable on coopeation among the CCSU member 
organizations: LUC, LUCW, CYM, Society of Veterans of UPA and Homin 
Ukrainy. Moderated by Zenon Ciz, panelists included Olyana Grod, Ivanna 
Szewczuk, Myroslava Pidhirnyi, Andriy Semaniuk and Orest Steciw. The 
discussion centered on communication, cooperation and coordination among the 
national executives of the CCSU member organizations, as well as between 
chapters and the national executives. Special emphasis was on recruitment and 
retention of young members, including from the fourth wave of new immigrants. 
Of particular interest in this regard was the discussion on the new technologies for 
communication, especially social media and the internet.  

Separate plenary sessions followed with the elections of the new LUC and LUCW 
presidents and national executives. 

At the final joint plenary session, the incoming presidents, Orest Steciw (LUC) and 
Adriana Buyniak Willson (LUCW), delivered a brief message to the participants of 
the conventions. A bouquet of flowers was presented to the outgoing president 
Chrystyna Bidiak (LUCW), as well as to the new LUCW president Adriana 
Buyniak Willson. 

The conventions were concluded with a Gala Banquet, promoting LUCW’s Pier 21 
project in Halifax. 
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