
UKRAINIAN IMMIGRATION to CANADA - EARLY YEARS 
At the end of the summer of 1891, Wasyl Eleniak, joined by fellow villager, Ivan 
Pylypiw left their village in the Carpathian Mountains and proceeded to Hamburg 
where they boarded the S.S. Oregon and sailed to Canada. For four years Wasyl 
worked as a herdsman in Manitoba before he brought his family to Canada in 
1898 and settled on a homestead within the Edna-Star district. Ivan Pylypiw 
spent a few months in Canada then returned to his homeland in 1892 to bring his 
family for permanent settlement. He convinced six families from his home village 
of Nebyliw to move to Canada. In 1892, the so-called Nebyliw Group established 
the first permanent Ukrainian settlement in Canada in the locality of Edna-Star, 
near Edmonton.  

The tide of immigration began in earnest in 1896, after Dr. Joseph Oleskiw, an 
agriculturist from Halychyna, had visited Western Canada and had personally 
confirmed that homesteading could be successfully carried on. The immigrants 
came as families and settled in colonies in the treed areas of what are now the 
Prairie Provinces - on land that was not always good -and quickly earned a 
reputation for perseverance and hard work.  

By 1914 170,000 Ukrainians had come to Canada. With leadership provided by 
their few intellectuals, Ukrainians began to develop an awareness of themselves 
as a separate group and to take an interest outside their farming occupation. 
Early in their settlement, "Prosvitas" or local reading rooms and "National 
Homes” or community centres were started, along with several newspapers. By 
1915 there were over 400 predominantly or all-Ukrainian schools. The settlers 
supported the bilingual school system in Manitoba under which English and 
another language could be taught in public schools.  

Fearing the creation of “another Quebec” Manitoba abolished its bilingual schools 
in 1916 and Dr. Thornton, the Minister of Education, ordered their schoolbooks 
burned. In 1915 Canada had created a chain of 24 concentration camps for the 
internment, as “Enemy Aliens”, of Ukrainians and others who had come from the 
multi-ethnic Austro-Hungary. These camps were not closed until 1920.   

Thus Ukrainian immigrants to Canada pioneered more than just the land for 
future immigration. It is notable that Senator Paul Yuzyk, a Ukrainian-Canadian, 
proposed the concept of multiculturalism in a senate speech in 1964. He 
criticized the Lester Pearson government for consecrating "Biculturalism" in 
the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, which Yuzyk said 
ignored the reality that Canada was in fact a "multicultural" society. For this 
Yuzyk is hailed as "the father of multiculturalism."  

The Canadian Multicultural Act was enacted by the Parliament of Canada July 
21, 1988, two years after Senator Yuzik’s death. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lester_Pearson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Commission_on_Bilingualism_and_Biculturalism

