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About the UCC 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian community. The Congress 

brings together under one umbrella all the national, provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian 

organizations. Together with its member organizations, the UCC has been leading, coordinating and 

representing the interests of one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.2 million) for 70 years and has 

been instrumental in shaping Canada’s social, economic and political landscape. 

Among the purposes and objects of the UCC is: “To support the democratic, civil, social, economic and 

state development of Ukraine.” By extension, the Ukrainian Canadian community wishes to see a great 

country and its talented peoples succeed in overcoming the legacy of its difficult past and continue to 

build a democratic, stable, prosperous, and harmonious society within Ukraine based on respect for 

national and religious minorities, and strong mutually respectful relations with its neighbours and beyond. 
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Executive Summary 

The Ukrainian Canadian community wishes to foster positive relations between Canada and Ukraine.   

Despite numerous pronouncements by the Government of Ukraine to the contrary, there is abundant and 

growing evidence that Ukraine is reverting to an authoritarian model of governance. This has negative 

implications for the stability of the entire region, and there is a growing threat of a physical confrontation 

between civil society and Ukrainian authorities as the government moves to systematically reverse the 

democratic gains made by the Orange Revolution. 

Proposed Ukraine Strategy for the Government of Canada 

1. Engagement – Any actions by the Government of Canada must not result in the isolation of 

Ukraine.  Otherwise, Ukraine will slip back into Russia’s sphere of influence thereby losing its 

sovereignty.  The strategy should be two-pronged: i) government to government pressure; and ii) 

support for civil society. 

2. Review of Priorities for Canada-Ukraine Relations (RoadMap) signed 2 years ago between 

Canada and Ukraine. 

3. Refocus CIDA strategy – CIDA should focus on supporting Ukrainian NGOs that establish and 

strengthen political and civic organizations, safeguard elections, and promote citizen 

participation, openness and accountability in government. 

4. Robust election monitoring.  The October 2012 Parliamentary elections in Ukraine will be the 

only meaningful opportunity to balance power as today both the Parliament and Judiciary are 

controlled by the President.  Sending election observers on the day of the elections, although 

necessary is not enough.  Long-term monitoring and reporting are critical.  There is a serious 

concern with the upcoming parliamentary elections.  How can they be declared free and fair if the 

leaders of two opposition parties, including the leader of the official opposition are not able to 

participate? 

5. Support for independent media – today there are significant threats to media freedoms. 

6. Reinstate Radio Canada International Ukraine Programming – ensure Canadian values are 

broadcast in Ukraine. 

Situational Analysis 

The Ukrainian Canadian community wishes to foster positive relations between Canada and Ukraine. 

Today, many feel Ukraine’s future is at risk as the rule of law and democratic freedoms such as freedom 

of the press, assembly and speech are being stifled.  Opposition leaders are being arrested, jailed and 

charged.  Politically motivated, selective justice is being meted out indiscriminately against opponents of 

the Yanukovych government. 

Canadian  and indeed Euro-Atlantic interests are best served by a democratic and independent Ukraine, 

which is in a region where the democratic tradition is immature. 

Canada and Ukraine have a special relationship based on a 120 year long relationship, and we in Canada 

seek to support the democratic, civil, social, economic and state development of Ukraine.  

Despite numerous pronouncements by the Government of Ukraine to the contrary, there is abundant and 

growing evidence that Ukraine is reverting to an authoritarian model of governance. This has negative 



implications for the stability of the entire region, and there is a growing threat of a physical confrontation 

between civil society and Ukrainian authorities as the government moves to systematically reverse the 

democratic gains made since 2004. 

Situation Report since Prime Minister Harper’s October 2010 visit 

President Viktor Yanukovych has overseen a number of actions which constitute a rejection of the 

fundamental principles of democratic government. 

1) (Un-)Constitutional Amendments 

Previous restrictions to the powers of the president have been repealed.  This has accelerated the 

concentration of power in the hands of the president. The distinction and separation of powers between 

president, prime minister and government, and parliament has been significantly reduced, if not nullified.   

The government and the parliament are under the direct control of the president, so that whatever checks 

and balances previously existed are no longer effective. The wrangling – but also the horse-trading – of 

the Orange Revolution era has ended, and been replaced by a top-down power vertical and command 

structure that now extends from the President’s office to municipal levels of government.  

2) Politically Motivated Selective Justice and Crackdown on Opposition politicians 

There has been a crackdown on opposition politicians, manifested in the ongoing prosecution and recent 

conviction of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko; the arrest and imprisonment of former interior 

minister Yuriy Lutsenko; and the flight into asylum in the Czech Republic of former economic minister 

Bohdan Danylyshyn, among others. 

The appointment of media magnate Valeriy Khoroshkovskyi as head of the Security Service of Ukraine 

(SBU) is part of a pattern of turning over the power of the state to business “oligarchs”. 

The European Parliament has adopted on June 7, 2011 a Resolution on Ukraine, RC-B7-0370/2011, 

regarding Ms. Yulia Tymoshenko and other members of the former government. It stresses the 

importance of ensuring transparency in investigations, prosecutions and trials, and warns against any use 

of criminal law as a tool to achieve political ends. It further expresses concern about the increase in 

selective prosecution of figures from the political opposition in Ukraine.  

 The European resolution goes on to stress that ongoing investigations of prominent Ukrainian political 

leaders should not preclude them from actively participating in the political life of the country, and calls 

on the Ukrainian authorities to lift the travel ban, both domestically and internationally on Yulia 

Tymoshenko and other key political figures.  The decision in the Tymoshenko case sentences her to seven 

years incarceration and precludes her from holding public office for three years. 

 

Over the past weeks many political leaders have condemned the trial, highlighting its political nature and 

the attempt to eliminate Mrs. Tymoshenko as an Opposition leader. On October 11, 2011 the European 

Union High Representative Catherine Ashton issued the following statement:  

"The verdict comes after a trial which did not respect the international standards as regards fair, 

transparent and independent legal process which I repeatedly called for in my previous statements. This 



unfortunately confirms that justice is being applied selectively in politically motivated prosecutions of the 

leaders of the opposition and members of the former government. It is especially disappointing for a 

country that currently holds the Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe." 

3) Coercion of Journalists 

There has been increasing use of coercion against journalists.  One example is Vasyl Klymentyev of 

Kharkiv, who was investigating corruption and trading in official positions, until he disappeared on 11 

August 2010.  He has not been seen since.  Two TV channels have had their licences lifted, and many 

journalists are complaining that the freedom of speech that they enjoyed during the Yushchenko 

Presidency is being curtailed in various ways.  

4) Threats to media freedoms 

One of the great achievements of Ukraine’s 2004 Orange Revolution was the establishment of a truly 

independent media. Ukrainians now trust their media outlets more than they do the country’s politicians, 

according to polls conducted in 2010. Independent media outlets have become a mainstay of Ukraine’s 

civil society landscape and a trusted check on the government.  

Since February 2010, a growing number of disturbing incidents have occurred that convey the impression 

that media freedoms are increasingly being jeopardized. During its fact-finding mission to Ukraine in July 

2010, the international media rights watchdog “Reporters without Borders” found documented “cases of 

physical attacks on journalists, direct obstruction of their work and acts of censorship of various kinds.” 

There is no evidence that these developments are the result of a deliberate effort or policy on President 

Yanukovych’s part to curb media freedoms. However, they do suggest that an environment in which 

government officials and business circles feel sanctioned to exercise Soviet-style control over media, 

suppress or ignore media requests for information and, in some cases, commit acts of violence upon 

journalists and media representatives has been created.  

Some tell-tale signs of a worrisome trend include: 

 At least ten radio, television and newspaper journalists across the country have reported 

being physically attacked in 2010 in cities throughout Ukraine. 

 The appointment of media mogul Valery Khoroshkovsky to lead the State Security 

Service of Ukraine (SBU). Khoroshkovsky also holds posts in the National Bank and the 

Judiciary Committee that appoints judges. The Inter Media Group, of which 

Khoroshkovsky owns 61 percent, runs the nation’s most popular variety television and 

several specialty channels.    

 Broadcast licenses of independent television channels (TVi, 5 Kanal) have been 

suspended by government regulators. The independent channels are being forced into 

legal battles to keep their broadcasting rights. 

 The awarding of at least 8 new broadcast licenses to companies directly controlled by 

Cabinet Ministers. 

 

5) Elections  

2010 Local Elections in Ukraine 



According to the US State Department (2010 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices in Ukraine 

April 8, 2011), the October 31 local elections it did not meet standards for openness and fairness set by 

the presidential elections earlier in the year.  Observers noted shortcomings such as, insufficient training 

for electoral commission members, which contributed to procedural violations and organizational 

problems. In particular, the registration of fraudulent Batkivshchyna Party candidate lists led to the 

disqualification of all Batkivshchyna Party candidates in the Kyiv and Lviv oblast council elections, 

preventing the main opposition party from running for election in regions where it had considerable 

support. Election observers also reported incidences of law enforcement authorities' pressuring monitors 

and candidates, and election officials selectively barring or removing candidates from ballots. 

Electoral law manipulation  

Two American NGOs are threatening to withdraw from a working group to develop a new electoral law, 

charging that the group has had no input because the decisions are being made by the president. 

Democratic factions in Ukraine were also excluded from the drafting of the electoral law. Last October’s 

local elections were seriously flawed as well, a disturbing harbinger of more such manipulations to come.  

Greater emphasis should be placed on longer-term election observation, given the growing sophistication 

of Ukrainian politicians in manipulating the electoral process to achieve a desired outcome rather than 

engaging blatant and massive fraud on election day itself.   

In addition, there is growing and serious concern with the upcoming parliamentary elections.  How can 

they be declared free and fair if the leaders of two opposition parties, including the leader of the official 

opposition are not able to participate? 

6)Rights Abuses and intimidation (Krutsyk, Zabilyi and Gudziak) 

The government of President Viktor Yanukovych has targeted independent universities and research 

institutions for harassment and intimidation, especially those who are working on restoring Ukraine's 

historical memory.  

 

Last year, Prime Minister Harper visited the Ukrainian Catholic University and the National Memorial 

Lonsky Prison Museum where, both, the rector of the university, Fr. Borys Gudziak, and the director of 

the Museum, Ruslan Zabilyj, were subjected to government harassment and intimidation. In June, Zabilyi 

and 16 staff members of the museum Prison on Lonsky were interrogated by the SBU despite messaging 

to the contrary by PM Azarov. 

 

Recently, Roman Krutsyk, Chairman of the Kyiv City Chapter of the All-Ukrainian Memorial Society, is 

being subjected to harassment and acts of intimidation by government agents.  Krutsyk, an internationally 

known and highly respected rights defender, researcher and leader in the national democratic movement 

in Ukraine is a former member of parliament and the recipient of numerous awards for his work in 

unearthing the truth about Ukraine's tremendous sacrifices on its road to freedom and independence.   

 

The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) has targeted Mr. Krutsyk and the Memorial Society and launched 

an investigation against him.  

 

These are the latest government actions demonstrating the government of Ukraine’s efforts to step-up 

actions against researchers and historians. These and other efforts to revert to Soviet style tactics of 

intimidation need to be monitored, publicized and addressed systematically. 



 

What Can Canada Do? 

Canada International Development Agency -Shift in Focus 

At present, the priorities of the Canadian International Development Agency for Ukraine are 

Agricultural/Food Security and Economic Development.  We believe that those priorities should be 

modified to include good governance, democratic development, judicial reform and civil society support.  

CIDA needs to refocus on supporting civil society in Ukraine, good governance, election observation with 

more of its $20M annual budget spent on direct funding to Ukrainian NGOs. 

Civil Society and the Rule of Law. Canada can help foster NGO sector development – especially groups 

working in the areas of human rights, education and law reform, as a vibrant civil society is the best 

guarantor of Ukraine’s long-term democratic evolution. In addition, the full development of the small and 

medium enterprise sector is not only necessary for Ukraine's economic development, but important for the 

continued creation of its nascent middle class 

Combating Anti-Democratic Actions: In the interim, we request that Canada use all of the diplomatic 

tools at its disposal to communicate both publically and privately Canada’s displeasure about some of the 

regressive developments in Ukraine and to warn the Ukrainian government of the potential consequences 

of its divisive and anti-democratic actions. 

Government to Government Dialogue: A Canadian Parliamentary delegation should visit Ukraine this 

fall to meet with Ukrainian parliamentarians and government officials to deliver a message that Ukraine 

can only be accepted in the international community if it has a functioning democracy and respects human 

rights.   

Diplomatic Intervention: Call upon the government to attend important events and hearings, such as the 

Lutsenko trial, to signal that Canada, along with other Western democracies, is closely following how 

justice is being dispensed under the Yanukovych government.   

Include Human Rights Protection in Free Trade talks with Ukraine: Negotiations on Canada-Ukraine 

free trade agreement should be made conditional upon the Ukrainian government committing to 

respecting democracy and human rights. 

Support for Euro-Atlantic Integration: We similarly request that Canada use all of its influence within 

the Euro-Atlantic community and Euro-Atlantic agencies to maintain pressure on the Yanukovych 

government to respect democracy and human rights. European governments are now realizing fact that 

Ukraine’s slide into authoritarianism does not serve their long-term interests and are beginning to respond 

accordingly. Canada should support European efforts to promote Ukraine’s integration into European 

structures. 

Monitoring Parliamentary Elections in 2012: Given the developments in Ukraine since the 2010 

Presidential elections, we call upon Canada to begin preparing now for the thorough monitoring of 

Ukraine’s parliamentary elections in 2012.  These elections could, if left unchecked, revert to the kind of 



fraud, intimidation and political manipulation that triggered the mass protests which erupted during the 

2004 Presidential elections.  

The October 2010 local elections were seriously flawed, a disturbing harbinger of more such 

manipulations to come.  In addition to again sending a sizeable delegation of Canadian short-term 

observers to the elections themselves, greater emphasis must be placed on long- and medium-term 

monitoring of the electoral process in Ukraine and on publicizing any anti-democratic machinations in the 

lead up to the vote as they occur. 

It will be important for Canada to be active on a large scale in observing the 2012 Parliamentary and the 

2015 Presidential elections. Given the violations and abuse of the electoral process witnessed in the 

conduct of local elections in 2010, and the general trends towards political repression and the creation of a 

virtual one-party state in Ukraine, it is crucial that Ukrainian citizens know that the world will be 

watching closely when upcoming elections are held.   

It is recommended that greater emphasis be placed on longer-term election observation, given the 

growing sophistication of Ukrainian politicians in manipulating the electoral process to achieve a desired 

outcome rather than engaging blatant and massive fraud on election day itself.   

In addition, there is growing and serious concern with the upcoming parliamentary elections.  How can 

they be declared free and fair if the leaders of two opposition parties, including the leader of the official 

opposition is not able to participate? 

Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement Negotiations 

Given concerns about Ukraine's drift toward authoritarian rule and limitations to freedoms and politically 

motivated prosecutions; curtailment of academic freedom, freedom of assembly and media censorship 

and harassment and concern about politically motivated selective justice, the UCC believes that: 

There is a need to ensure that Canada Ukraine FTA includes provisions guaranteeing human rights 

protection as a precondition to concluding such an agreement. 

We are concerned by the continued drift to authoritarian rule in Ukraine.  Since October 2010, there have 

been a number of serious infractions on human rights, democracy and basic freedoms including: local 

elections won by the governing Party of Regions in 85% of the constituencies that have been criticized by 

number of international organizations and states including the European Union and the United States of 

America as not meeting the standard of free and fair elections; the imprisonment or bringing of charges 

against leading members of the Opposition, including former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, Yuri 

Lutsenko and Danylyshyn; a marked increase in the  harassment and intimidation of the academic 

community; and censorship of media and curtailment of public rallies. 

 Given this political context in Ukraine, we strongly encourage Canada to ensure that the proposed Canada 

Ukraine Free Trade Agreement contain specific provisions guaranteeing human rights, rule of law and 

adherence to fundamental democratic principles as a condition to the conclusion of such an agreement.   

 

We further believe that Canada needs to address these concerns in the context of the bilateral agreement it 

signed with Ukraine less than 2 years ago by conducting a comprehensive review of the Road Map of 

Priorities for Canada-Ukraine Relations (“Road Map”).   


