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Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal Recipients  

  
Mr. Brian Storseth (Westlock—St. Paul, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, as we commemorate and award the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medals to 
citizens across Canada, I would like to bring to light a few of the honoured individuals from my 
riding who share Her Majesty's ideals and devotion to service.  
Ms. Dorine Kuzma is a lifelong volunteer and one of the founders of the St. Paul and District 
Ukrainian Dance Club and the St. Paul 4H Light Horse Club.  
 

Ukraine  

Mr. James Bezan (Selkirk—Interlake, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, politically motivated attacks against Ukraine's opposition have escalated. Human 
rights, democracy and freedom continue to erode for all Ukrainians. In an unprecedented attack 
on democracy, a Ukrainian court has stripped parliamentarian Serhiy Vlasenko of his seat for 
offering legal counsel to imprisoned former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko and has banned 
him from travelling outside Ukraine.  
This latest show trial is part of a series of politically motivated attacks against Tymoshenko and 
the opposition. Make no mistake; this biased court ruling was made under pressure from 
President Yanukovych, who wants to crush the opposition and deprive Tymoshenko of legal 
defence and due process.  
Our friends in Ukraine must realize that the path of prosperity lies in promoting the values of 
freedom and democracy and respecting the rule of law and human rights, not hindering them.  
In Ukraine and around the world, democratic voices know that our government is an unwavering 
ally in the defence of freedom, democracy and human rights.  

* * * 
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Erast Huculak  

Mr. Bernard Trottier (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, I rise in the House today to recognize the passing of Mr. Erast Huculak, a 
distinguished Etobicoke entrepreneur and philanthropist. 
Born in Ukraine in 1930, Mr. Huculak witnessed the ravages of the Holodomor and World War II 
as a boy. He immigrated to Canada as a displaced person in 1948 with his family. Erast Huculak 
had a visionary entrepreneurial spirit as a business owner, founding and becoming president of 
Medical Pharmacies Group, serving long-term care facilities in Canada. 



Mr. Huculak was dedicated to giving back to Canada and supporting the Ukrainian Canadian 
community. When Ukraine won her independence, he donated a building in Ottawa for the first 
Ukrainian embassy in Canada. He founded the Children of Chernobyl Canadian Fund and served 
as president of the Canadian Friends of Rukh for Canada.  
For his humanitarian activities and advancement of Ukrainian studies, Mr. Huculak was awarded 
honorary doctorates from the University of Alberta and the Ukrainian Free University in Munich. 
He was recognized with many honours, including the Order of Canada, the Taras Shevchenko 
medal and the Ukraine president's medal of merit.  
Erast Huculak's life shall be celebrated for strengthening the cultural, social and economic fabric 
of Ukrainian Canadians in Canada. 

* * * 

 


