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Dear Members of Parliament,  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress welcomes the decision of the Government of Canada to recognize the 
Ukraine's new government, and yesterday’s announcement by the Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime 
Minister of Canada, that Canada will send a high-level delegation to meet with members of Ukraine’s 
new government and civil society leaders in Ukraine on February 28. “Canada is pleased to be sending a 
delegation to Kyiv to help support this historic transition which comes at a critical time in Ukraine’s 
evolution,” stated Prime Minister Harper. 
 
We appreciate Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine in its continued democratic development, and 
its recognition and support for the new government in Ukraine. 
 
It will be important during this fragile transition for Canada to continue to work closely with like-minded 
international allies to develop financial assistance to Ukraine, but that financial assistance should be tied 
to the implementation of measures necessary to reform the economy and strengthen democratic 
principles.  

The Canadian delegation to Ukraine led by Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. John Baird  is critical as it 
demonstrates strong solidarity with the people of Ukraine.  We will also be working to identifying the 
most effective ways for Canada and the Ukrainian Canadian community to provide meaningful support. I 
am honoured to be part of the delegation.  We all have a lot of work ahead of us in helping Ukraine get 
through its immediate challenges.   

 The Ukrainian people have paid an extraordinarily high price for their right to live in a state that 
respects their inalienable rights. It is the responsibility of the new authorities to ensure that they justify 
that confidence. The UCC urges the new authorities of Ukraine to consult with civil society leaders in 
moving forward. 

The coming days, weeks, and months will determine the historic course of Ukraine. The establishment a 
new government is only the beginning of the process of building a democratic and free Ukraine. Much 
difficult work and many challenges lay ahead. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Ukrainian 
Canadian community stand ready to provide support to the people of Ukraine in this critical period in 
Ukrainian history.  

The UCC underlines its complete solidarity with the people of Ukraine, and their brave struggle to 
defend their dignity, human rights, and democracy in Ukraine.  
 
  



After large peaceful protests over the U-turn by the Ukrainian government on signing the 
Association Agreement with the EU, the Yanukovych regime instigated a systemic, targeted and 
vicious campaign of terror, culminating in unprecedented and shocking levels of violence 
against its own citizens. On 20 February, government troops were issued live rounds, and 
between 70 to 100 people were killed. More than 500 were injured, many very seriously.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress expresses its deepest sympathy to all those who have lost 
family and friends, and states its deep outrage at the illegal and brutal actions of the authorities 
against the citizens of Ukraine. On 20 February, responding to this attack by the regime on its 
own people the Parliamentary majority that had supported the president abandoned him – 236 
deputies voted for a resolution which -  banned the firing of weapons by the authorities; 
demanded the return of special forces to their places of permanent location; demanded the 
unblocking by the authorities of all traffic and movement of citizens in Kyiv; demanded that the 
Cabinet of Ministers and Security Services stop the "anti-terrorist" action; reiterated that a state 
of emergency can only be declared by Parliament.  
 
On 21 February, Yanukovych and the three opposition leaders signed a deal, the most 
important points of which were that the country return to the 2004 Constitution (which limits the 
powers of the president), the formation of a unity government; Constitutional reform to start 
immediately and be completed by September, Presidential elections to be held right after the 
adoption of a new constitution, but not later than December 2014, the adoption of new election 
legislation, a new Central Election Commission appointed on a proportional basis, the 
investigation of the recent violence will be done under the monitoring of the authorities, 
opposition and the Council of Europe, and an amnesty for all actions since 17 February. Most 
importantly, the deal stopped the killing of Ukrainian citizens.   
 
On 22 February, Yanukovych fled Kyiv. In response, Parliament passed a resolution stripping 
him of all Constitutional powers. New Presidential elections have been set for 25 May 2014. 
Crucially, a constitutional majority of 328 peoples’ deputies voted for the resolution to remove 
his powers. Oleksandr Turchnynov was appointed Speaker of Parliament, and former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko was freed from imprisonment, and returned to Kyiv to speak on 
Maidan. 
 
On 23 February, Oleksandr Turchynov, the new Speaker, was appointed acting president by 
Parliament. Several ministers have been removed from office, the 2004 Constitution was 
returned into force, and legislation was amended to make it consistent with the 2004 
Constitution. The Security Service of Ukraine, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (whose Minister, Leonid Kozhara was removed from office 23 February), and the 
Department of Defense have declared their loyalty to the people of Ukraine, and are carrying 
out the orders of the new authorities. There have been no government, administrative, or law 
enforcement bodies in Ukraine that have stated that the new authority is illegitimate. 
 
On 24 February, Parliament appointed:  
-   Valentyn Nalyvaychenko as Head of the Security Services of Ukraine;  
-   Oleh Mokhnytsky as General Prosecutor;  
-  Stepan Kubiv as head of the National Bank  
 
 
 
On 22 February the following were appointed temporarily authorized to oversee the activities of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs - Arsen Avakov and Ministry of Defense - Volodymyr Zaman. The 



most important state organs are under control of the new authorities, and it is expected that a 
new coalition in parliament and Cabinet of Ministers will be formed in the nearest days.  
 
The Ukrainian people have paid an extraordinarily high price to defend their right to live in 
democratic state that protects their rights and freedoms. The removal from power of 
Yanukovych and his regime has provided the people with the chance to build such a country. 
The new authorities in Ukraine have a responsibility to the Ukrainian people to ensure the 
process of establishing a free, democratic and stable state. 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress commends the Government of Canada for recognizing 
as legitimate the decisions taken by Ukraine’s Parliament and recognizing the acting 
president.  
 
Ukraine is in an extraordinarily difficult position, politically, socially and economically. The events 
of the last weeks have shaken the foundations of the state. The new authorities in the country 
are working quickly and effectively to establish stability in state institutions. The new authorities 
should be supported in their efforts by the Government of Canada, which has stood staunchly in 
support of the people of Ukraine for the entire period of its independence. However, the best 
guarantee of the continued democratic, economic and social development of Ukraine is a strong 
and vibrant free press and civil society. Civil society in Ukraine is growing stronger by the day – 
the Maidan is the best proof of this – but assistance is needed to ensure its further 
development.  
 
The Government of Canada has consistently provided support and expertise for the 
development of Ukraine’s civil society. This support is today more important than at any time in 
Ukraine’s independence. On 25 February the Prime Minister of Canada, the Rt. Hon. Stephen 
Harper met with representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. Prime Minister Harper 
expressed Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine in its continued democratic development, 
and recognition and support for the new government in Ukraine. The Government of Canada 
announced that it would send a high-level delegation led by Foreign Affairs Minister the Hon. 
John Baird to Ukraine to meet with Ukraine’s new authorities and civil society leaders on 28 
February. 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress thanks the Government of Canada for its continued 
support of this fragile transition and will continue to work closely with the Government of 
Canada as it moves forward in its support of the people of Ukraine.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress urges the Government of Canada to continue and 
increase long-term aid for the development of Ukraine’s civil society and independent 
media.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls on the Government of Canada and her allies to 
work with the transitional government to stave off economic collapse, and move towards 
signing the EU Association Agreement as soon as possible. 
 
In the last three months, a sustained, violent campaign of terror was carried out by the 
Yanukovych regime against the Ukrainian people. Illegal orders were issued, which resulted in 
the death of scores of people, and the injury and illegal detentions of hundreds. Those who 
issued and implemented these orders must be brought to justice. The whereabouts of many of 
the officials responsible for the violence and egregious human rights violations are currently 
unknown. An arrest warrant has been issued for Yanukovych. In moving forward, it is absolutely 



critical that any investigations, charges and trials that take place be done in strict conformity to 
Ukrainian law and international legal standards.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls on the Government of Canada to continue to 
implement travel bans, and financial and criminal sanctions against (former) government 
officials who were responsible for murders, human rights abuses and corrupt practices 
in Ukraine. 
  
Presidential elections have been set for 25 May. On 24 February, Parliament voted an 
amendment to the budget to ensure that the Central Election Commission can finance the 
administration of the presidential election. The election will take place in an extraordinarily 
difficult political, social and economic situation. It is of utmost importance that the election meets 
international democratic standards as a free and fair expression of the will of the people of 
Ukraine. The government of Canada has consistently supported the development of Ukraine’s 
democracy in Ukraine, including large election observation missions.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls on the Government of Canada to send a 
substantial, independent election observation mission to report on the presidential 
elections in May. The Mission should include a large contingent of long-term observers 
to monitor the entire election process.  

The Russian Federation has engaged in crude economic and political blackmail against 
Ukraine. The Putin regime is trying to re-establish Russian influence over the territory of 
Ukraine. Russian media coverage of the protests in Ukraine has set records for new heights of 
mendacity and cynicism, calling the protests financed and orchestrated by Western Europe, the 
United States and its allies, and placing all blame on the abhorrent violence against 
demonstrators on the demonstrators themselves. The statements and position in the state-run 
media echo those of the Russian president and government; the goal of Russia is to destabilize 
as much as possible the situation in Ukraine in order to increase its influence over a country for 
whose very existence and independence President Putin has consistently shown contempt.  

Prime Minister Medvedev stated on 24 February that he questions the legitimacy of the new 
Ukrainian authorities, and that the changes are the result of an armed insurgency. In the coming 
weeks and months the Kremlin will continue to increase pressure on the new authorities in 
Ukraine, and will attempt to foment division in the population of Ukraine. The Budapest 
Memorandum on Security Assurances, signed by the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
the Russian Federation, guarantees Ukraine’s security and territorial integrity.  

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress urges the Government of Canada to oppose all 
actions by the Russian Federation that threaten the territorial integrity of Ukraine, 
including creating regional division and other political and economic pressure. Canada 
should exercise its considerable influence and authority in the international community 
to ensure that Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity are respected.  
 
The citizens of Ukraine who died in their struggle for democracy are heroes. Their sacrifice will 
never be forgotten by the people of Ukraine, nor by Ukrainians living abroad. They have died for 
the right to live in a country that respects the rights of its citizens. There are many victims of the 
violence in Ukraine who have suffered traumatic physical and psychological injuries, and will 
need both short-term and long-term care over the coming weeks and months. The Ukrainian 



Canadian Congress commends the government of Canada for providing financing for medical 
aid for victims.  
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress urges the Government of Canada to provide financial 
support for the families of those who died, and to provide short and long-term 
humanitarian and medical aid, independently and in coordination with allies and 
international institutions and organizations, to those who were injured in the violence.  


