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The Ukrainian Canadian Congress continues its annual initiative – the Pysanka Fundraising Campaign. The agenda for the 
Ukrainian Canadian community set for the next three years at the Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadians is ambitious – focus-
ing on areas such as immigration, mobilizing youth, language, education, and Canada-Ukraine relations. In order to accomplish 
our goals we need your financial assistance – please donate generously to support the work of the Congress.  
 

For more information or to make a donation online, please visit the donations page on our website:  
www.ucc.ca/donate/donate-now/ 

 
BE A VOLUNTEER! 

 
СТАНЬ ВОЛОНТЕРОМ!  

 

V olunteers play a key role in the develop-
ment and delivery of UCC’s charitable pro-
gramming and community events. There 
are many special and exciting projects that 

UCC is currently working on. If you would like to vol-
unteer, please take the time to visit our website and 
review the list of committees seeking volunteers at: 
 

 www.ucc.ca/programs/committeees 
 

You can apply by emailing us at ucc@ucc.ca 
or contacting us by phone at 1-866-942-4627    

 
Конґрес Українців Канади 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Congrès des Ukrainiens Canadiens 

Ukrainian  Canadian Congress 
203-952 Main Street  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 3P4 
Tel:(204) 942-4627 Fax:(204) 947-3882 

Website: www.ucc.ca Email: ucc@ucc.ca  

В олонтери грають ключову роль в розвитку і впровадженні благодіи них 
програм та громадських заходів 
Конґресу. Приєднуи теся до команди 

наших волонтерів! Завітаи те на сторінку: 
 

 www.ucc.ca/programs/committeees 
 

Напишіть на адресу: ucc@ucc.ca 
Або дзвоніть за телефоном: 

1-866-942-4627    

Христос Воскрес! Воiстину Воскрес!  

 
Christ Is Risen! He Іs Truly Risen! 

   UCC PYSANKA | ПИСАНКА — Fundraising Campaign 

Кoнґрес Українців Канади надсилає найкращі побажання Ієрархам 
Українських Церков, Крайовим Проводам та членам Складових Організацій 
Конґресу, всій українсько-канадській громаді та всьому українському народові 
на Батьківщині та в Діаспорі! Зичимо Вам та Вашим родинам Божого 
благословення і щиро дякуємо за допомогу у праці Конґресу.  
 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress expresses its best wishes to Ukrainian 

Churches, Branches and Member Organizations, the Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity and to all Ukrainians around the world. We wish you and your families God’s 
blessings and sincerely thank you for all your help in the work of the Congress. 
 

 
                                              Конґрес Українців Канади 
                                          Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

 
The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress wishes you a 
Blessed and Happy Easter!   | 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S EASTER MESSAGE 2016 

for his outstanding work and personal 
sacrifices on behalf of the UCC and our 
community. He has left the UCC stronger 
than he found it, with a great staff, a 
strong board, effective committees, an 
engaged membership and excellent rela-
tions with the Government of Canada. On 
behalf of our Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity I thank Taras for his service and wish 
him all the best in the future.  
 
Due to the tireless efforts of our volun-
teers and our organizations, our commu-
nity remains strong and will continue to 
grow stronger in the years and decades 
ahead. Because of you, your valuable 
contributions and the years of work you 
have dedicated to our community, the 
UCC has for three-quarters of a century 
been able to unite and effectively repre-
sent the interests of all Ukrainian Canadi-
ans.  
 
As we celebrate the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ during this Easter sea-
son, please remember that the UCC relies 
solely on the support we receive from the 
community to undertake our very im-
portant work. Please give generously to 
support the many important initiatives of 
the UCC and our Ukrainian Canadian 
community.  
 
On behalf of the UCC, and my family – 
Adrianna, Roman, Danylo, Larysa and 
Olena – we wish you and your loved ones 
a wonderful Easter season! 
Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 

 
Paul Grod, President 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

Dear Friends, 
 
During the Easter season, as we 
gather with our families and friends 
to celebrate the Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we remem-
ber and honour the sacrifices of so 
many who have given their lives so 
that Ukraine may be free, and we 
pray that peace will soon return to 
Ukraine.  
 
For me personally, it is a profound 
honour to serve our community. 
Together, we have achieved so 
much. As we look forward to new 
challenges, let us never forget – 
united in common purpose, there is 
nothing that we cannot accomplish! 
The first months of 2016 have been 
very busy for the UCC. As we enter 
the third year of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, our community 
continues to work tirelessly to sup-
port our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine. Through the UCC’s 
Ukraine Appeal, the UCC is coordi-
nating the assistance our communi-
ty is providing to Ukraine with major 
Ukrainian Canadian organizations. 
To learn more about the many im-
portant projects underway, and to 
contribute or get involved in the 
Ukraine Appeal, please visit: http://
ukraineappeal.ucc.ca.  

We continue to work closely with 
the Governments of Canada and 
Ukraine, focusing efforts on Cana-
dian bilateral assistance to Ukraine 
in five priority areas – security; 
economy; reforms; humanitarian 
aid; and countering Russian  

disinformation. 
 
A delegation from the UCC travelled 
with Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the Honourable Stéphane 
Dion to Ukraine recently and I am 
happy to report that Canada’s sup-
port for Ukraine will remain strong 
and robust. We will continue working 
with the Government to increase 
Canada’s support for Ukraine. 
 
In addition to working with the Gov-
ernments of Canada and Ukraine, we 
will continue our efforts on getting 
results on issues of importance to 
our community here at home – Ho-
lodomor education, the continued 
recognition of Canada’s First World 
War Internment Operations, Ukraini-
an language schools, cultural pro-
grams, community development and 
the Memorial to the Victims of Com-
munism – which Canada’s new gov-
ernment has committed to building in 
the Parliamentary precinct in Ottawa. 
  
2016 is a year of important mile-
stones for the Ukrainian Canadian 
community. This year we are cele-
brating the 25th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence; the 125th 
anniversary of Ukrainian immigration 
to Canada and the 75th anniversary 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
The UCC and our provincial councils, 
local branches and member organi-
zations, have developed ambitious 
and exciting plans to mark these an-
niversaries, and they will continue 
throughout the year.  
 
On September 29-October 2, in Re-
gina, we will hold the XXV Triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians, 
during which the Ukrainian Canadian 
community will set its priorities for the 
next three years and elect the leader-
ship of the UCC.  
 
After six years as our Executive Di-
rector and CEO, Taras Zalusky re-
signed his position to pursue new 
opportunities. I am grateful to Taras 

 
Канада об’єдналася у підтримці акції Свободу Надії Савченко — #FreeSavchenko 
 
8, 9, 10-го березня канадці об’єдналися по всій країні у підтримці маніфестацій Свободу Надії Савченко, українського 
пілота та депутата, яка від червня 2014 є незаконно ув’язнена у Російський Федерації. Демонстрації підтримки Свободу 
Надії Савченко пройшли в Монреалі, Оттаві, Торонтi, Гамільтоні, Сейнт Катарінс, Вінніпеґу, Саскатуні, Калґарі, Едмонтоні і 
Ванкувері. 
 
Савченко служила у Зб ройних Силах України на сході України, коли, у червні 2014 року її захопили прокремлівські 
терористи та насильно перервезли до Росії. 22-го березня російський суд засудив Савченко до 22 років ув'язнення.  
 
Надія Савченко гідно, сміливо та по-героїчному відповіла на її незаконне ув’язнення та слідство. Її незламний опір до 
несправедливості є втіленням рішучості українського народу захистити свою країну проти брутального нападу Росії. 
“Від імені українсько-канадської громади я щиро вдячний тисячам людей, які взяли участь у цих маніфестаціях по всій 
Канаді. Ми продемонстрували, що незаконне ув’язнення Надії Савченко, депутата Українського Парламенту та десятки 
інших українських громадян у Росії є неприйнятим для Канади і свідчить про ганебне нехтування та повну зневагу Росії 
міжнародного права та прав людини,” заявив Павло Ґрод, Національний Президент Конґресу Укарїнців Канади. “Я дякую 
канадським політичним провідникам всіх партій за їхню пітримку “Свободу Надії Савченко” та тривалу і безперервну 
підтримку народу України, який героїчно і самовідданно захищає свою державу проти російської окупації. Ми закликаємо 
всю міжнародну спільноту посилити тиск на Росію щодо негайного звільнення Надії Савченко та інших політичних в’язнів, 
громадян України, незаконно ув’язнених Російською Федерацією.” 

 
 
 

The Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund (CFWWIRF) announced that it recently launched a new digital inter-
active map on its website - www.internmentcanada.ca. The map contains over 1,000 digitized news articles dating from 1914 to 
1920 that describes the opinion of the time and presents the hardship unjustly endured by new immigrants who were invited to 
Canada and then had their civil and human rights taken away by the War Measures 
Act.  
  
"Until now, Canadians interested in the internment operations from 1914 to 1920 
have had limited sources to consult in their research," said Frank Jankac, Project 
Lead and Researcher. "This unique project will consolidate the newspaper reports 
from that era and provide an invaluable source of information for students, profes-
sionals and the general public in the ongoing effort to uncover the internment expe-
rience in our nation's history." 
                       
The link to the digital map can be found at http://internmentcanada.ca/map.cfm 
  
About CFWWIRF 
The Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund (CFWWIRF) was established to support projects that commemorate 
and recognize the experiences of all of the ethno-cultural communities affected by Canada’s first national internment operations of 
1914 to 1920. 
  
For more information on this resource or the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund contact the Pro-
gram Manager, Andrea Malysh, toll free at 1-866-288-7931. 

 
Subscribe to our daily briefings! 

 
In an effort to keep Canadian politicians, the 
media and the general public well informed on 
events in Ukraine, the UCC has been provid-
ing daily briefings since February 2014. 

 
To receive the daily briefing 
notes, please subscribe at:  

 
www.ucc.ca/contact-us/ucc-

email-list/ 
 

CFWWIRF Unveils Educational Digital Map with Links to Over 1,000 Newspaper Articles Dealing with Canada’s First Na-
tional Internment Operations of 1914 to 1920 

11 2 

 



 

 

UCC meets with Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs  

On December 15, 2015 the UCC met with Cana-
da’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Honourable 
Stéphane Dion in Ottawa to discuss key issues of 
importance to our community. The UCC delegation, 
which included UCC National President Paul Grod, 
UCC Director of Government Relations Paul Migus, 
UCC Ottawa President Yaroslav Baran, and UCC 
Senior Analyst Orest Zakydalsky.  
 
Following the meeting, Grod stated, “I am very 
pleased to hear from Minister Dion, that Ukraine will 
continue to be a foreign policy priority for the Gov-
ernment of Canada. Minister Dion re-emphasized 
that Russia’s aggression against Ukraine is unac-
ceptable and that Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity must be respected. I appreciated the 
opportunity to have a meaningful discussion with 
Minister Dion and look forward to continued close 
cooperation with the Government of Canada.” 

 

In February 2016, Minister  Dion travelled to Ukraine and was accompa-
nied by a delegation from the UCC. Minister Dion met with Ukraine’s Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klimkin and Ukraine’s PM Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk. Upon concluding his visit, Minister Dion stated, “I am moved 
by the resilience and resolve of the Ukrainian people. Canada stands 
firmly with Ukraine and will continue to support the country’s enduring 
right to sovereignty, freedom and democracy.” 

Minister Dion travels to Ukraine 

National President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Paul Grod held a series of meetings with several high-ranking Canadian 
officials on April 13 and 14 in Ottawa. 
 
Grod held meetings with: 
- Roland Paris, Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister on Global Affairs and Defence; 
-  the Hon. MaryAnn Mihychuk, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Labour, which was also attended by Yaro-
slav Baran, President of UCC Ottawa; 
- the Hon. John McCallum, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; 
-  the Hon. Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, 
- the Hon. Tony Clement, and the Hon. Peter Kent, Official Opposition Critics for Foreign Affairs. 

 
 

Topics of discussion in the meetings included 
-  continued Canadian security and humanitarian support for Ukraine;   
- increasing sanctions and pressure on Russia for its aggression against Ukraine; 
- the adoption by Canada of “Magnitsky legislation” to sanction human rights abusers in Russia, including against Russian officials 
responsible for the illegal imprisonment of Nadiya Savchenko and other Ukrainian citizens; 
- the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement; 
- visa liberalization by Canada for Ukrainian citizens 
 
“I am very pleased to report that Ukraine will remain a foreign policy priority for Canada.  Canadian officials remain united in their 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence,” stated Grod. “I thank all of the officials for taking time out 
of their busy schedules to discuss these issues of importance to the Ukrainian Canadian community.” 

3 10 

From left to right: , UCC Director of Government Relations Paul Migus, 
UCC National President Paul Grod, Minister of Foreign Affairs Hon. Sté-
phane Dion, UCC Senior Analyst Orest Zakydalsky and UCC Ottawa 
President Yaroslav Baran. 

                                 Ukraine Appeal Update 

UCC Ukraine Appeal Chair John Holuk was in Ukraine recently where he vis-
ited hospitals to conduct a needs assessment and better understand how the 
many organizations participating in the Ukraine Appeal can assist them and 
met with Government and NGO representatives. Holuk also inspected the 
most recent container shipped from Canada, containing five tonnes of medi-
cal supplies and equipment destined for hospitals from Kharkiv to Slovaynsk 
to Mariupol.  
 
Phase Two of the “Ambulances for Ukraine” project is well underway, with 
commitments for 4 ambulances received from Ontario joining the 4 ambu-
lances donated by Manitoba in January of this year. “This phase of  the pro-
ject is focussed on delivering up to 16 quality used ambulances to recipients 
in Ukraine in response to the crisis in Ukraine focussing on transporting casu-
alties of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, provide medical care to communities 
adversely impacted by the conflict and helping rebuild emergency medi-
cal response capacity and provide medical care,” Holuk stated. “On behalf of 
the Ukraine Appeal, I would like to express my gratitude to the many organi-
zations and volunteers who continue to contribute to our efforts in assisting 
the people of Ukraine during this critical time.”  

The UCC Ukraine Appeal expresses sin-
cere gratitude to the UCC Manitoba Provin-
cial Council and Manitoba  Government for 
their generous support 

The Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce and the Conference Board of Cana-
da, in partnership with Global Affairs Canada and the Ministry of Economic Devel-
opment and Trade of Ukraine, have the pleasure of inviting you to participate in 
the Canada-Ukraine Business Forum. This Forum will provide a unique opportuni-
ty to hear from and interact with a number of key Ukrainian and Canadian political 
and business leaders, to learn about the business environment and opportunities 
in Ukraine, and to foster partnerships with Ukrainian businesses.  
 
The Forum will focus on emerging technologies; food technology, processing and agriculture; energy efficiency and renewables; 
infrastructure and logistics; and opportunities presented by the upcoming Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement. A detailed pro-
gram is being finalized and will be available shortly. Please save the date of this important event, and register your interest by 
RSVP. Please RSVP to: forum@cucc.ca 

SAVE THE DATE — JUNE 20-21, 2016: CANADA-UKRAINE BUSINESS FORUM  

UCC Discusses Key Issues with High-Ranking Canadian officials 



 

 

 

 

UCC  Welcomes Olya Grod as Interim Executive Director of National Office 

 

2016 Proclaimed Year of Manitoba’s            Government of Saskatchewan Designates 
Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage      2016 To Be Year of  Saskatchewan Ukrainians 
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Екзекутивний Комітет Конґресу Українців Канади (Конґрес) з приємністю повідомляє про призначення пані Олі Ґрод на 
посаду тимчасового виконавчого директора Конґресу починаючи з 7 березня 2016 року.  Останні шість років пані Оля 
працює на посаді виконавчого директора Українського Національного Об’єднання Канади (УНО).  Конґрес висловлює 
подяку УНО за постійну підтримку, співпрацю та згоду надати можливість Олі Ґрод тимчасово прийняти роль виконавчого 
директора Конґресу.   
 
Оля продовжує бути дуже активним провідником і організатором в українській громаді Канади. За останні 25 років вона 
займалася волонтерською діяльністю при Конґресі.  В даний час є заступником голови Конґресу - відділ Торонто та 
впродовж шести років - членом Ради директорів Канадського фонду визнання інтернування під час Першої світової війни 
(Canada First World War Internment Recognition Fund); з 2004 року - менеджер з логістики місій спостерігачів Конґресу за 
виборами в Україні; директор матеріально-технічного забезпечення, фінансів і безпеки на виборах 2010 і 2012 рр. в 
Україні від міжнародної органцізації «Канадем» (Canadem); протягом 17-ти років - віце-президент Українського фестивалю 
на вул. Блюр в Торонті. 

The Executive Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is pleased to announce that 
Ms. Olya Grod has been appointed Interim Executive Director of the UCC effective March 7, 
2016.  Olya has been seconded from the Ukrainian National Federation of Canada (UNF) where 
she has been Executive Director for the past six years.  The UCC expresses its gratitude to the 
UNF for its continuous support and for seconding Olya Grod during UCC’s leadership transition. 
  
Olya continues to be a very active leader and organizer in the Ukrainian Canadian community, in-
cluding 25 years with the UCC in various volunteer roles where today she is the Vice President of 
UCC Toronto Branch;  for six years she has served on the Board of the CFWWIRF (Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund); logistics manager for the UCC observer missions to 
Ukraine since 2004; chief of logistics, finance and security for the 2010 and 2012 elections in 
Ukraine with Canadem; and Vice President of the Ukrainian Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival 
in Toronto for 17 years. 

 

To mark the 125th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada, on March 10, 2016 
the Province of Manitoba pro-
claimed 2016 The Year of Manitoba’s 
Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage. At 
the March 10th session of the Manitoba 
Legislative Assembly, the Premier of Mani-
toba Hon. Greg Selinger, read a proclama-
tion which had the support of all parties 
represented in the Assembly. Brian Pallis-
ter, Progressive Conservative Party leader, 
and Liberal Party MLA Hon. Jon Gerrard 
rose to lend support to the proclamation. 
 
“This Proclamation is an important begin-
ning to the year-long celebrations planned 
by UCC-MPC to mark the 
125th Anniversary of Ukrainian immigration 
to Canada,” said UCC-MPC President 
Oksana Bondarchuk. “It points out the con-
tribution that Ukrainian Canadians have 
made, and continue to make, to the vibran-
cy and success of Manitoba. I wish to thank 
Minister David Chomiak for his leadership 
in facilitating the announcement of the 
Proclamation, along with representatives of 
all political parties who – in the best tradi-
tions of Manitoba – made this proclamation 
a unifying gesture.” 

On Tuesday, January 5, 2016, Saskatche-
wan Premier Brad Wall officially pro-
claimed 2016 as the Year of Saskatche-
wan Ukrainians. The proclamation 
acknowledges the 125th anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada while 
recognizing contributions that Ukrainians 
have made to the province. Ukrainian Ca-
nadians are an important part of Saskatch-
ewan’s cultural diversity making up 13 per 
cent of its population; they proudly share 
their identity and culture, thereby, enrich-
ing our communities. 
 
UCC Saskatchewan President Mary Ann 
Trischuk and Vice-President Orest 
Gawdyda were on hand for the official 
proclamation at the Saskatchewan Legisla-
tive Building and presented Premier Brad 
Wall with a Ukrainian shirt on behalf of 
UCC Saskatchewan. The Ukrainian Cana-
dian Congress – Saskatchewan Provincial 
Council, Inc. sincerely thanks the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan for this special 
recognition. 



 

 

Canada Ukraine Foundation Fourth Medical Mission to Ukraine 

A fourth team of Canadi-
an medical professionals trav-
elled to Ukraine to conduct a 
Master Class for Ukrainian 
Military surgeons and to per-
form reconstructive surgeries 
on victims of violence from 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion into 
Eastern Ukraine.  
 
The mission ran February 19 
– 28, 2016. This followed 
three successful medical mis-
sions in November 2014, May 
2015 and October 2015, all 
headed by Dr. Oleh Anto-
nyshyn, Head of the Adult 
Craniofacial Program at Sun-
nybrook Health Sciences Cen-
tre and Professor of Plastic 
Surgery, University of Toronto. 
Since the medical missions 
began, Dr. Antonyshyn and 
his team of Canadian medical 
volunteers have completed 
183 procedures on 97 pa-
tients, 

and have consulted on a total of 
232 cases. 
 
The medical mission is organized 
by the Canada-Ukraine Founda-
tion under the patronage of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
Like the previous mission, this 
fourth mission was made possible 
in large part by funding from a 
contribution from the Government 
of Canada under the Global 
Peace and Security program. 
 
“We are very grateful to our Cana-
dian Government that they saw fit 
to fund this important initiative,” 
said Victor Hetmanczuk, President 
of the Canada-Ukraine Founda-
tion. “Funding programs such as 
this demonstrates the Govern-
ment’s commitment and support 
to the people of Ukraine. These 
surgeries change lives”. 

The SUSK Congress 2016 - СУСКaтун! 
 
Students across Canada! SUSK is pleased to announce that the 
2016 National SUSK Congress will be held in Saskatoon, Saskatche-
wan from May 5th to 8th. 
 
For more information please visit www.congress.susk.ca 

SUSK—Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union National Congress 

Support Ukrainian! Buy Ukraini-
an! 
 
We are inspired by Ukrainians 
in their fight for freedom. We 
are proud members of our 
Ukrainian community in Cana-
da. 
 
Enjoy these fine beverages 
and share them with family 
and friends over the holiday 
season. You will encourage 
trade, create jobs and help our 
community. 
 

Together we are strong! Разом 
ми сила! 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) congratulates the newly-elected chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group (CUPFG), Borys Wrzesnewskyj, MP (Etobicoke-Centre), all Executive members of the CUPFG and the 85 Parliamentari-
ans who have joined the CUPFG for 2016-2017. The CUPFG is the largest parliamentary friendship group in Canada’s Parlia-
ment. 

The purpose of the CUPFG is to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas between Canadian Parliamentarians and their counter-
parts in Ukraine and to promote and enhance the political, economic and cultural relations between Canada and Ukraine. 

The CUPFG held its Annual General Meeting on April 12 and elected a new Executive.  Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy 
Shevchenko and over thirty Parliamentary interns from the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program were present at the meeting. 

The Executive Members of the CUPFG are: 

Chair: Borys Wrzesnewskyj, M.P 
 
Vice Chairs: Hon. Raynell Andreychuk, Senator  Co-Secretary: Jim Eglinski, M.P. 

James Bezan, M.P.     
Terry Duguid, M.P.  Co-Secretary: Kevin Lamoureux, M.P. 
Linda Duncan, M.P.    
Julie Dzerowicz, M.P.  Treasurer: Mark Warawa, M.P. 
James Maloney, M.P. 

   Arif Virani, M.P. 
 
Directors: Kerry Diotte, M.P.  Don Rusnak, M.P. 
    Yvonne Jones, M.P.  Jamie Schmale, M.P. 
    Hon. Peter Kent, P.C., M.P. Sven Spengemann, M.P 
    Kyle Peterson, M.P.  Wayne Stetski, M.P. 
    Kim Rudd, M.P.  Kate Young, M.P. 
     
During his acceptance speech, Wrzesnewskyj stated, “Canada and Ukraine not only have a ‘special relationship’ based upon the 
ties between the 1.2 million Ukrainian Canadians and their ancestral homeland, but also a strategic relationship. Canada and 
Ukraine both have long unprotected borders with Russia that have been challenged by the actions of Russian President Putin. I 
am honoured to have been elected and entrusted to act as Chair of this association at a time of tremendous geopolitical challeng-
es to a rule-based world order that respects the inviolability of international borders. I look forward to working with my colleagues 
from all parties, in both the House and the Senate, as we work to strengthen the bonds of friendship and cooperation between 
Canada and Ukraine.” 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian community, I offer my sincere congratulations to all the members of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group. The CUPFG is an important facilitator for increasing bilateral cooperation between Canada and 
Ukraine,” stated Paul Grod, National President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. “Canada’s strong friendship and support for 
Ukraine at this time, when Russia continues to wage a brutal war of aggression is Ukraine, is more important than ever before. We 
have had a great relationship with the CUPFG in the past and the UCC looks forward to working closely with the CUPFG.” 
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The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of International Trade, together with the Honourable Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, Minister of International Development and La Francophonie, today announced funding to increase trade 
and investment between Canada and Ukraine that will help small and medium-sized enterprises in Ukraine ac-
cess Canadian and global markets. Canada will contribute $13.6 million to the Canada-Ukraine Trade and Invest-
ment Support project between 2016 and 2021. Minister Freeland made the announcement following her meeting 
with Nataliya Mykolska, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Trade Representative of Ukraine, on the margins 
of the World Trade Organization’s 10th Ministerial Conference in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
The Government of Canada is partnering with the Conference Board of Canada and the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
to deliver the Canada-Ukraine Trade and Investment Support project. The project will equip small and medium-sized enterprises, 
particularly those led by women, with the tools, training and knowledge necessary to export their products and services to Canadi-
an and other markets and to attract Canadian investment to expand their businesses. 
 
The project will also help the Ukrainian government develop investment attraction and diversification strategies and conduct mar-
ket research to facilitate increased trade and investment between Canada and Ukraine. In addition, Canada will provide technical 
assistance to help Ukraine’s public and private sectors identify and take advantage of new trade opportunities resulting from the 
implementation of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA).  

Canada announces funding to increase trade and investment between Canada and Ukraine 



 

 

To mark the 75th anniversary of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), as part of the Cross-
Canada Tour undertaken by UCC President Paul Grod and Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy 
Shevchenko, the UCC held celebrations in Toronto on April 8 and St. Catharines on April 9. 
 
Attended by 500 people, including Members of Parliament (Julie Dzerowicz, James Maloney, Arif Vi-
rani, Borys Wrzesnewskyj), the Provincial Legislature (Yvan Baker, Cheri DiNovo, Peter Milczyn) and 
Oakville City Counsellor Natalia Lishchyna, and Acting Consul General of Ukraine in Toronto Liudmy-
la Davydovych, the Toronto gala was held at the Old Mill. 

 
Co-organized by UCC Toronto, UCC Ontario Provincial Council and UCC National, 
Master of Ceremonies Borys Sirskyj led the event, and UCC Ontario Provincial 
Council President Lidia Narozniak welcomed the guests. The Desna Ukrainian 
Dance Company provided a beautiful escort for the entrance of the Head Table 
guests. The event included wonderful performances by vocalist Oricia Juzyc and 
bandurist Borys Ostapienko. As well, Toronto sculptor Oleh Lesiuk was awarded as 
the winner of a design contest for the International Ivan Franko Fund Laureates’ 
Medal. Mr. Shevchenko presented Mr. Lesiuk with a certificate for his design. 
  
Member of the UCC’s Presidents’ Circle and Advisory Council Eugene Roman led a lively round of fundraising in support of the 
UCC. The highlight of the event was a fireside chat discussion with Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy Shevchenko, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States Valeriy Chaliy and UCC National President Paul Grod. The energetic discussion was 
moderated by Ukrainian journalist and TV anchor Hanna Homonai. The participants discussed a wide range of topics, including 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, the political crisis in Ukraine, Canada’s and the international community’s continued support for 
Ukraine and the role of Canada’s Ukrainian diaspora in assisting Ukraine. The panelists also answered questions posed by the 
audience.  
Taras Bahriy, President of UCC Toronto closed the evening.  
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The next evening, the Ukrainian Canadian community of the Niagara Region welcomed Ambassadors Shevchenko and Chaliy 
and Paul Grod at the Black Sea Hall in St. Catharines to continue the celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the UCC. 
 
Master of Ceremonies, Natalka Diduch, welcomed all the guests, including St. Catharines Member of Parliament Chris Bittle, MPP 
Jim Bradley and St. Catharines Mayor Walter Sendzik. 
 
Following the dinner, more than 160 guests were treated to a wonderful  recital by several 
Ukrainian artistic groups from the Niagara region. Paul Grod and Ambassadors Shevchenko 
and Chaliy addressed the gathering, offering insightful and timely commentary. Angelika  
Pidzamecky, Vice President of UCC Niagara offered closing comments. 

  
“Most of all, I would like to thank the two Ambassadors from Ukraine to Canada and the 
United States, Mr. Andriy Shevchenko and Mr. Valeriy Chaly, our National UCC Presi-
dent Pavlo Grod and their families, for joining us and making our evening a very special 
one. Their enthusiastic speeches gave us all hope and optimism that our work in Cana-
da and in Ukraine is important, and that with our help a great deal can be done to im-
prove the lives of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters. A sincere and warm thank you to 
everyone in our community!” 

-Irena Schumylo-Newton, 
President UCC Niagara 

 
“On behalf of the UCC, I would like to thank all the organizers, sponsors and attendees of the events in Toronto and Niagara for 
fantastic and engaging evenings,” stated Grod. “Together as a community we have accomplished so much, and your generosity 
and support will allow the UCC to continue to work tirelessly in support of our community here in Canada, and in support of our 
brothers and sisters in Ukraine for years and decades to come.” 

To mark the 75th anniversary of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), as part of the Cross-
Canada Tour undertaken by UCC President Paul Grod and Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada 
Andriy Shevchenko, UCC and UCC Alberta Provincial Council together held celebrations in Ed-
monton, Calgary and Red Deer, Alberta on April 15-18 2016.  
 
Ambassador Shevchenko visited the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage village, where he was intro-
duced to the way the first settlers from Ukraine built their homesteads. Ambassador Shevchen-
ko then met with representatives of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) at the 
University of Alberta, including the  Director of CUIS, Dr. Volodymyr Kravchenko. 

Together with the Hon. David Eggen, Minister of Education of Alberta, Ambassador Shevchenko toured 
St. Martin’s School, part of the Ukrainian bilingual program. Ambassador Shevchenko had the oppor-
tunity to meet with students, staff, Assistant Superintendent, Ukrainian Language Consultant, Chair of 
the National Ukrainian Education Council of UCC and the Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society.  

 
Ambassador Shevchenko and Paul Grod attended a reception hosted 
by the UCC-APC and the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce – 
Alberta. Ambassador Shevchenko and Paul Grod delivered addresses, 
followed by questions from leaders of the Alberta business community.  
 
 

On April 16, Ambassador Shevchenko and Paul Grod visited the Ukrainian Canadian Archives and 
Museum of Alberta, together with Randy Boissonnault (MP – Edmonton Centre). They then met with 
Garnett Genuis (MP – Sherwood Park-Fort Saskatchewan), followed by a meeting with Kerry Diotte 
(MP – Edmonton Griesbach). In the afternoon, Ambassador Shevchenko and Paul Grod visited the 
Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) Gallery. 

 
In the evening the UCC: 75 Years Strong Gala was held at the Oasis Centre. Greetings from 
Government of Canada were brought by Randy Boissonnault, MP, the Alberta Government – by 
the Hon. Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade and from Mayor Don Ive-
son. Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, President of the Alberta Provincial Council of the UCC, brought 
greetings on behalf of the APC-UCC. The Axios Choir, Ruta Ensemble and the Cheremosh 
Dance Ensemble treated the attendees to wonderful performances. Ambassador Shevchenko 
and Paul Grod offered interesting and timely remarks to the gathering.  

That afternoon in Red Deer, a UCC-APC affiliate branch community meeting was held at the 
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic Church. A lively and engaging discussion took place be-
tween the attendees and Ambassador Shevchenko and Grod.  
 
On the evening of April 17, a reception was held at Elks Lodge and Golf Course in Calgary. 
Korynia choir, Suzirya dancers and vocalists Stephania Romaniuk and Ihor Bohdan enter-
tained the guests with vibrant and dazzling performances. Ambassador Shevchenko and 
Grod addressed the sold-out gathering.  

 
On April 18, Michael Hantzsch, President of the Calgary Ukrainian Professional and Busi-
ness Association hosted a luncheon with Ambassador Shevchenko and Grod and leaders of 
Calgary’s business community. 
 
"It was wonderful to host the 75th Celebration of UCC National across the province.  Alberta 
is home to close to 400,000 Albertans of Ukrainian descent and it was a privilege to show-
case some of our organizations and the work we are carrying out here,” stated UCC-APC 
President Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, brought greetings on behalf of the APC-UCC. The Am-
bassador and Paul were very well received and the 75th anniversary events rejuvenated many who attended in the events. Meet-
ings with the Business community were well planned under the leadership of Vitaliy Milentyev, President Canada Ukraine Cham-
ber of Commerce: Alberta and Michael Hantzsch; President Ukrainian Professional Business Association of Calgary." 
 
 “On behalf of UCC National, I would like to sincerely thank all the organizers, sponsors and attendees of the events in Edmonton, 
Calgary and Red Deer, and for the very warm welcome we received during our visit,” stated Paul Grod, National President of the 
UCC. “Our community has very strong roots here in Alberta, and has always been an integral part of the UCC family. Thank you 
for your generosity, hard work and support for so many decades. I very much look forward to working together for many years to 
come.”  
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Canada Ukraine Foundation Fourth Medical Mission to Ukraine 

A fourth team of Canadi-
an medical professionals trav-
elled to Ukraine to conduct a 
Master Class for Ukrainian 
Military surgeons and to per-
form reconstructive surgeries 
on victims of violence from 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion into 
Eastern Ukraine.  
 
The mission ran February 19 
– 28, 2016. This followed 
three successful medical mis-
sions in November 2014, May 
2015 and October 2015, all 
headed by Dr. Oleh Anto-
nyshyn, Head of the Adult 
Craniofacial Program at Sun-
nybrook Health Sciences Cen-
tre and Professor of Plastic 
Surgery, University of Toronto. 
Since the medical missions 
began, Dr. Antonyshyn and 
his team of Canadian medical 
volunteers have completed 
183 procedures on 97 pa-
tients, 

and have consulted on a total of 
232 cases. 
 
The medical mission is organized 
by the Canada-Ukraine Founda-
tion under the patronage of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
Like the previous mission, this 
fourth mission was made possible 
in large part by funding from a 
contribution from the Government 
of Canada under the Global 
Peace and Security program. 
 
“We are very grateful to our Cana-
dian Government that they saw fit 
to fund this important initiative,” 
said Victor Hetmanczuk, President 
of the Canada-Ukraine Founda-
tion. “Funding programs such as 
this demonstrates the Govern-
ment’s commitment and support 
to the people of Ukraine. These 
surgeries change lives”. 

The SUSK Congress 2016 - СУСКaтун! 
 
Students across Canada! SUSK is pleased to announce that the 
2016 National SUSK Congress will be held in Saskatoon, Saskatche-
wan from May 5th to 8th. 
 
For more information please visit www.congress.susk.ca 

SUSK—Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union National Congress 

Support Ukrainian! Buy Ukraini-
an! 
 
We are inspired by Ukrainians 
in their fight for freedom. We 
are proud members of our 
Ukrainian community in Cana-
da. 
 
Enjoy these fine beverages 
and share them with family 
and friends over the holiday 
season. You will encourage 
trade, create jobs and help our 
community. 
 

Together we are strong! Разом 
ми сила! 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) congratulates the newly-elected chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group (CUPFG), Borys Wrzesnewskyj, MP (Etobicoke-Centre), all Executive members of the CUPFG and the 85 Parliamentari-
ans who have joined the CUPFG for 2016-2017. The CUPFG is the largest parliamentary friendship group in Canada’s Parlia-
ment. 

The purpose of the CUPFG is to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas between Canadian Parliamentarians and their counter-
parts in Ukraine and to promote and enhance the political, economic and cultural relations between Canada and Ukraine. 

The CUPFG held its Annual General Meeting on April 12 and elected a new Executive.  Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy 
Shevchenko and over thirty Parliamentary interns from the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program were present at the meeting. 

The Executive Members of the CUPFG are: 

Chair: Borys Wrzesnewskyj, M.P 
 
Vice Chairs: Hon. Raynell Andreychuk, Senator  Co-Secretary: Jim Eglinski, M.P. 

James Bezan, M.P.     
Terry Duguid, M.P.  Co-Secretary: Kevin Lamoureux, M.P. 
Linda Duncan, M.P.    
Julie Dzerowicz, M.P.  Treasurer: Mark Warawa, M.P. 
James Maloney, M.P. 

   Arif Virani, M.P. 
 
Directors: Kerry Diotte, M.P.  Don Rusnak, M.P. 
    Yvonne Jones, M.P.  Jamie Schmale, M.P. 
    Hon. Peter Kent, P.C., M.P. Sven Spengemann, M.P 
    Kyle Peterson, M.P.  Wayne Stetski, M.P. 
    Kim Rudd, M.P.  Kate Young, M.P. 
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The Government of Canada is partnering with the Conference Board of Canada and the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
to deliver the Canada-Ukraine Trade and Investment Support project. The project will equip small and medium-sized enterprises, 
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Canada announces funding to increase trade and investment between Canada and Ukraine 



 

 

 

 

UCC  Welcomes Olya Grod as Interim Executive Director of National Office 

 

2016 Proclaimed Year of Manitoba’s            Government of Saskatchewan Designates 
Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage      2016 To Be Year of  Saskatchewan Ukrainians 

4 9 

Екзекутивний Комітет Конґресу Українців Канади (Конґрес) з приємністю повідомляє про призначення пані Олі Ґрод на 
посаду тимчасового виконавчого директора Конґресу починаючи з 7 березня 2016 року.  Останні шість років пані Оля 
працює на посаді виконавчого директора Українського Національного Об’єднання Канади (УНО).  Конґрес висловлює 
подяку УНО за постійну підтримку, співпрацю та згоду надати можливість Олі Ґрод тимчасово прийняти роль виконавчого 
директора Конґресу.   
 
Оля продовжує бути дуже активним провідником і організатором в українській громаді Канади. За останні 25 років вона 
займалася волонтерською діяльністю при Конґресі.  В даний час є заступником голови Конґресу - відділ Торонто та 
впродовж шести років - членом Ради директорів Канадського фонду визнання інтернування під час Першої світової війни 
(Canada First World War Internment Recognition Fund); з 2004 року - менеджер з логістики місій спостерігачів Конґресу за 
виборами в Україні; директор матеріально-технічного забезпечення, фінансів і безпеки на виборах 2010 і 2012 рр. в 
Україні від міжнародної органцізації «Канадем» (Canadem); протягом 17-ти років - віце-президент Українського фестивалю 
на вул. Блюр в Торонті. 

The Executive Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is pleased to announce that 
Ms. Olya Grod has been appointed Interim Executive Director of the UCC effective March 7, 
2016.  Olya has been seconded from the Ukrainian National Federation of Canada (UNF) where 
she has been Executive Director for the past six years.  The UCC expresses its gratitude to the 
UNF for its continuous support and for seconding Olya Grod during UCC’s leadership transition. 
  
Olya continues to be a very active leader and organizer in the Ukrainian Canadian community, in-
cluding 25 years with the UCC in various volunteer roles where today she is the Vice President of 
UCC Toronto Branch;  for six years she has served on the Board of the CFWWIRF (Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund); logistics manager for the UCC observer missions to 
Ukraine since 2004; chief of logistics, finance and security for the 2010 and 2012 elections in 
Ukraine with Canadem; and Vice President of the Ukrainian Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival 
in Toronto for 17 years. 

 

To mark the 125th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada, on March 10, 2016 
the Province of Manitoba pro-
claimed 2016 The Year of Manitoba’s 
Ukrainian-Canadian Cultural Heritage. At 
the March 10th session of the Manitoba 
Legislative Assembly, the Premier of Mani-
toba Hon. Greg Selinger, read a proclama-
tion which had the support of all parties 
represented in the Assembly. Brian Pallis-
ter, Progressive Conservative Party leader, 
and Liberal Party MLA Hon. Jon Gerrard 
rose to lend support to the proclamation. 
 
“This Proclamation is an important begin-
ning to the year-long celebrations planned 
by UCC-MPC to mark the 
125th Anniversary of Ukrainian immigration 
to Canada,” said UCC-MPC President 
Oksana Bondarchuk. “It points out the con-
tribution that Ukrainian Canadians have 
made, and continue to make, to the vibran-
cy and success of Manitoba. I wish to thank 
Minister David Chomiak for his leadership 
in facilitating the announcement of the 
Proclamation, along with representatives of 
all political parties who – in the best tradi-
tions of Manitoba – made this proclamation 
a unifying gesture.” 

On Tuesday, January 5, 2016, Saskatche-
wan Premier Brad Wall officially pro-
claimed 2016 as the Year of Saskatche-
wan Ukrainians. The proclamation 
acknowledges the 125th anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada while 
recognizing contributions that Ukrainians 
have made to the province. Ukrainian Ca-
nadians are an important part of Saskatch-
ewan’s cultural diversity making up 13 per 
cent of its population; they proudly share 
their identity and culture, thereby, enrich-
ing our communities. 
 
UCC Saskatchewan President Mary Ann 
Trischuk and Vice-President Orest 
Gawdyda were on hand for the official 
proclamation at the Saskatchewan Legisla-
tive Building and presented Premier Brad 
Wall with a Ukrainian shirt on behalf of 
UCC Saskatchewan. The Ukrainian Cana-
dian Congress – Saskatchewan Provincial 
Council, Inc. sincerely thanks the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan for this special 
recognition. 



 

 

UCC meets with Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs  

On December 15, 2015 the UCC met with Cana-
da’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Honourable 
Stéphane Dion in Ottawa to discuss key issues of 
importance to our community. The UCC delegation, 
which included UCC National President Paul Grod, 
UCC Director of Government Relations Paul Migus, 
UCC Ottawa President Yaroslav Baran, and UCC 
Senior Analyst Orest Zakydalsky.  
 
Following the meeting, Grod stated, “I am very 
pleased to hear from Minister Dion, that Ukraine will 
continue to be a foreign policy priority for the Gov-
ernment of Canada. Minister Dion re-emphasized 
that Russia’s aggression against Ukraine is unac-
ceptable and that Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity must be respected. I appreciated the 
opportunity to have a meaningful discussion with 
Minister Dion and look forward to continued close 
cooperation with the Government of Canada.” 

 

In February 2016, Minister  Dion travelled to Ukraine and was accompa-
nied by a delegation from the UCC. Minister Dion met with Ukraine’s Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klimkin and Ukraine’s PM Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk. Upon concluding his visit, Minister Dion stated, “I am moved 
by the resilience and resolve of the Ukrainian people. Canada stands 
firmly with Ukraine and will continue to support the country’s enduring 
right to sovereignty, freedom and democracy.” 

Minister Dion travels to Ukraine 

National President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Paul Grod held a series of meetings with several high-ranking Canadian 
officials on April 13 and 14 in Ottawa. 
 
Grod held meetings with: 
- Roland Paris, Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister on Global Affairs and Defence; 
-  the Hon. MaryAnn Mihychuk, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Labour, which was also attended by Yaro-
slav Baran, President of UCC Ottawa; 
- the Hon. John McCallum, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship; 
-  the Hon. Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, 
- the Hon. Tony Clement, and the Hon. Peter Kent, Official Opposition Critics for Foreign Affairs. 

 
 

Topics of discussion in the meetings included 
-  continued Canadian security and humanitarian support for Ukraine;   
- increasing sanctions and pressure on Russia for its aggression against Ukraine; 
- the adoption by Canada of “Magnitsky legislation” to sanction human rights abusers in Russia, including against Russian officials 
responsible for the illegal imprisonment of Nadiya Savchenko and other Ukrainian citizens; 
- the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement; 
- visa liberalization by Canada for Ukrainian citizens 
 
“I am very pleased to report that Ukraine will remain a foreign policy priority for Canada.  Canadian officials remain united in their 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence,” stated Grod. “I thank all of the officials for taking time out 
of their busy schedules to discuss these issues of importance to the Ukrainian Canadian community.” 
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From left to right: , UCC Director of Government Relations Paul Migus, 
UCC National President Paul Grod, Minister of Foreign Affairs Hon. Sté-
phane Dion, UCC Senior Analyst Orest Zakydalsky and UCC Ottawa 
President Yaroslav Baran. 

                                 Ukraine Appeal Update 

UCC Ukraine Appeal Chair John Holuk was in Ukraine recently where he vis-
ited hospitals to conduct a needs assessment and better understand how the 
many organizations participating in the Ukraine Appeal can assist them and 
met with Government and NGO representatives. Holuk also inspected the 
most recent container shipped from Canada, containing five tonnes of medi-
cal supplies and equipment destined for hospitals from Kharkiv to Slovaynsk 
to Mariupol.  
 
Phase Two of the “Ambulances for Ukraine” project is well underway, with 
commitments for 4 ambulances received from Ontario joining the 4 ambu-
lances donated by Manitoba in January of this year. “This phase of  the pro-
ject is focussed on delivering up to 16 quality used ambulances to recipients 
in Ukraine in response to the crisis in Ukraine focussing on transporting casu-
alties of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, provide medical care to communities 
adversely impacted by the conflict and helping rebuild emergency medi-
cal response capacity and provide medical care,” Holuk stated. “On behalf of 
the Ukraine Appeal, I would like to express my gratitude to the many organi-
zations and volunteers who continue to contribute to our efforts in assisting 
the people of Ukraine during this critical time.”  

The UCC Ukraine Appeal expresses sin-
cere gratitude to the UCC Manitoba Provin-
cial Council and Manitoba  Government for 
their generous support 

The Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce and the Conference Board of Cana-
da, in partnership with Global Affairs Canada and the Ministry of Economic Devel-
opment and Trade of Ukraine, have the pleasure of inviting you to participate in 
the Canada-Ukraine Business Forum. This Forum will provide a unique opportuni-
ty to hear from and interact with a number of key Ukrainian and Canadian political 
and business leaders, to learn about the business environment and opportunities 
in Ukraine, and to foster partnerships with Ukrainian businesses.  
 
The Forum will focus on emerging technologies; food technology, processing and agriculture; energy efficiency and renewables; 
infrastructure and logistics; and opportunities presented by the upcoming Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement. A detailed pro-
gram is being finalized and will be available shortly. Please save the date of this important event, and register your interest by 
RSVP. Please RSVP to: forum@cucc.ca 

SAVE THE DATE — JUNE 20-21, 2016: CANADA-UKRAINE BUSINESS FORUM  

UCC Discusses Key Issues with High-Ranking Canadian officials 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S EASTER MESSAGE 2016 

for his outstanding work and personal 
sacrifices on behalf of the UCC and our 
community. He has left the UCC stronger 
than he found it, with a great staff, a 
strong board, effective committees, an 
engaged membership and excellent rela-
tions with the Government of Canada. On 
behalf of our Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity I thank Taras for his service and wish 
him all the best in the future.  
 
Due to the tireless efforts of our volun-
teers and our organizations, our commu-
nity remains strong and will continue to 
grow stronger in the years and decades 
ahead. Because of you, your valuable 
contributions and the years of work you 
have dedicated to our community, the 
UCC has for three-quarters of a century 
been able to unite and effectively repre-
sent the interests of all Ukrainian Canadi-
ans.  
 
As we celebrate the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ during this Easter sea-
son, please remember that the UCC relies 
solely on the support we receive from the 
community to undertake our very im-
portant work. Please give generously to 
support the many important initiatives of 
the UCC and our Ukrainian Canadian 
community.  
 
On behalf of the UCC, and my family – 
Adrianna, Roman, Danylo, Larysa and 
Olena – we wish you and your loved ones 
a wonderful Easter season! 
Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 

 
Paul Grod, President 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

Dear Friends, 
 
During the Easter season, as we 
gather with our families and friends 
to celebrate the Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we remem-
ber and honour the sacrifices of so 
many who have given their lives so 
that Ukraine may be free, and we 
pray that peace will soon return to 
Ukraine.  
 
For me personally, it is a profound 
honour to serve our community. 
Together, we have achieved so 
much. As we look forward to new 
challenges, let us never forget – 
united in common purpose, there is 
nothing that we cannot accomplish! 
The first months of 2016 have been 
very busy for the UCC. As we enter 
the third year of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, our community 
continues to work tirelessly to sup-
port our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine. Through the UCC’s 
Ukraine Appeal, the UCC is coordi-
nating the assistance our communi-
ty is providing to Ukraine with major 
Ukrainian Canadian organizations. 
To learn more about the many im-
portant projects underway, and to 
contribute or get involved in the 
Ukraine Appeal, please visit: http://
ukraineappeal.ucc.ca.  

We continue to work closely with 
the Governments of Canada and 
Ukraine, focusing efforts on Cana-
dian bilateral assistance to Ukraine 
in five priority areas – security; 
economy; reforms; humanitarian 
aid; and countering Russian  

disinformation. 
 
A delegation from the UCC travelled 
with Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the Honourable Stéphane 
Dion to Ukraine recently and I am 
happy to report that Canada’s sup-
port for Ukraine will remain strong 
and robust. We will continue working 
with the Government to increase 
Canada’s support for Ukraine. 
 
In addition to working with the Gov-
ernments of Canada and Ukraine, we 
will continue our efforts on getting 
results on issues of importance to 
our community here at home – Ho-
lodomor education, the continued 
recognition of Canada’s First World 
War Internment Operations, Ukraini-
an language schools, cultural pro-
grams, community development and 
the Memorial to the Victims of Com-
munism – which Canada’s new gov-
ernment has committed to building in 
the Parliamentary precinct in Ottawa. 
  
2016 is a year of important mile-
stones for the Ukrainian Canadian 
community. This year we are cele-
brating the 25th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence; the 125th 
anniversary of Ukrainian immigration 
to Canada and the 75th anniversary 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
The UCC and our provincial councils, 
local branches and member organi-
zations, have developed ambitious 
and exciting plans to mark these an-
niversaries, and they will continue 
throughout the year.  
 
On September 29-October 2, in Re-
gina, we will hold the XXV Triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians, 
during which the Ukrainian Canadian 
community will set its priorities for the 
next three years and elect the leader-
ship of the UCC.  
 
After six years as our Executive Di-
rector and CEO, Taras Zalusky re-
signed his position to pursue new 
opportunities. I am grateful to Taras 

 
Канада об’єдналася у підтримці акції Свободу Надії Савченко — #FreeSavchenko 
 
8, 9, 10-го березня канадці об’єдналися по всій країні у підтримці маніфестацій Свободу Надії Савченко, українського 
пілота та депутата, яка від червня 2014 є незаконно ув’язнена у Російський Федерації. Демонстрації підтримки Свободу 
Надії Савченко пройшли в Монреалі, Оттаві, Торонтi, Гамільтоні, Сейнт Катарінс, Вінніпеґу, Саскатуні, Калґарі, Едмонтоні і 
Ванкувері. 
 
Савченко служила у Зб ройних Силах України на сході України, коли, у червні 2014 року її захопили прокремлівські 
терористи та насильно перервезли до Росії. 22-го березня російський суд засудив Савченко до 22 років ув'язнення.  
 
Надія Савченко гідно, сміливо та по-героїчному відповіла на її незаконне ув’язнення та слідство. Її незламний опір до 
несправедливості є втіленням рішучості українського народу захистити свою країну проти брутального нападу Росії. 
“Від імені українсько-канадської громади я щиро вдячний тисячам людей, які взяли участь у цих маніфестаціях по всій 
Канаді. Ми продемонстрували, що незаконне ув’язнення Надії Савченко, депутата Українського Парламенту та десятки 
інших українських громадян у Росії є неприйнятим для Канади і свідчить про ганебне нехтування та повну зневагу Росії 
міжнародного права та прав людини,” заявив Павло Ґрод, Національний Президент Конґресу Укарїнців Канади. “Я дякую 
канадським політичним провідникам всіх партій за їхню пітримку “Свободу Надії Савченко” та тривалу і безперервну 
підтримку народу України, який героїчно і самовідданно захищає свою державу проти російської окупації. Ми закликаємо 
всю міжнародну спільноту посилити тиск на Росію щодо негайного звільнення Надії Савченко та інших політичних в’язнів, 
громадян України, незаконно ув’язнених Російською Федерацією.” 

 
 
 

The Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund (CFWWIRF) announced that it recently launched a new digital inter-
active map on its website - www.internmentcanada.ca. The map contains over 1,000 digitized news articles dating from 1914 to 
1920 that describes the opinion of the time and presents the hardship unjustly endured by new immigrants who were invited to 
Canada and then had their civil and human rights taken away by the War Measures 
Act.  
  
"Until now, Canadians interested in the internment operations from 1914 to 1920 
have had limited sources to consult in their research," said Frank Jankac, Project 
Lead and Researcher. "This unique project will consolidate the newspaper reports 
from that era and provide an invaluable source of information for students, profes-
sionals and the general public in the ongoing effort to uncover the internment expe-
rience in our nation's history." 
                       
The link to the digital map can be found at http://internmentcanada.ca/map.cfm 
  
About CFWWIRF 
The Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund (CFWWIRF) was established to support projects that commemorate 
and recognize the experiences of all of the ethno-cultural communities affected by Canada’s first national internment operations of 
1914 to 1920. 
  
For more information on this resource or the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund contact the Pro-
gram Manager, Andrea Malysh, toll free at 1-866-288-7931. 

 
Subscribe to our daily briefings! 

 
In an effort to keep Canadian politicians, the 
media and the general public well informed on 
events in Ukraine, the UCC has been provid-
ing daily briefings since February 2014. 

 
To receive the daily briefing 
notes, please subscribe at:  

 
www.ucc.ca/contact-us/ucc-

email-list/ 
 

CFWWIRF Unveils Educational Digital Map with Links to Over 1,000 Newspaper Articles Dealing with Canada’s First Na-
tional Internment Operations of 1914 to 1920 
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The Ukrainian Canadian Congress continues its annual initiative – the Pysanka Fundraising Campaign. The agenda for the 
Ukrainian Canadian community set for the next three years at the Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadians is ambitious – focus-
ing on areas such as immigration, mobilizing youth, language, education, and Canada-Ukraine relations. In order to accomplish 
our goals we need your financial assistance – please donate generously to support the work of the Congress.  
 

For more information or to make a donation online, please visit the donations page on our website:  
www.ucc.ca/donate/donate-now/ 

 
BE A VOLUNTEER! 

 
СТАНЬ ВОЛОНТЕРОМ!  

 

V olunteers play a key role in the develop-
ment and delivery of UCC’s charitable pro-
gramming and community events. There 
are many special and exciting projects that 

UCC is currently working on. If you would like to vol-
unteer, please take the time to visit our website and 
review the list of committees seeking volunteers at: 
 

 www.ucc.ca/programs/committeees 
 

You can apply by emailing us at ucc@ucc.ca 
or contacting us by phone at 1-866-942-4627    

 
Конґрес Українців Канади 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Congrès des Ukrainiens Canadiens 

Ukrainian  Canadian Congress 
203-952 Main Street  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 3P4 
Tel:(204) 942-4627 Fax:(204) 947-3882 

Website: www.ucc.ca Email: ucc@ucc.ca  

В олонтери грають ключову роль в розвитку і впровадженні благодіи них 
програм та громадських заходів 
Конґресу. Приєднуи теся до команди 

наших волонтерів! Завітаи те на сторінку: 
 

 www.ucc.ca/programs/committeees 
 

Напишіть на адресу: ucc@ucc.ca 
Або дзвоніть за телефоном: 

1-866-942-4627    

Христос Воскрес! Воiстину Воскрес!  

 
Christ Is Risen! He Іs Truly Risen! 

   UCC PYSANKA | ПИСАНКА — Fundraising Campaign 

Кoнґрес Українців Канади надсилає найкращі побажання Ієрархам 
Українських Церков, Крайовим Проводам та членам Складових Організацій 
Конґресу, всій українсько-канадській громаді та всьому українському народові 
на Батьківщині та в Діаспорі! Зичимо Вам та Вашим родинам Божого 
благословення і щиро дякуємо за допомогу у праці Конґресу.  
 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress expresses its best wishes to Ukrainian 

Churches, Branches and Member Organizations, the Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity and to all Ukrainians around the world. We wish you and your families God’s 
blessings and sincerely thank you for all your help in the work of the Congress. 
 

 
                                              Конґрес Українців Канади 
                                          Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

 
The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress wishes you a 
Blessed and Happy Easter!   | 


