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November 19, 2018 

 

The Honourable Ralph Goodale 

Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 

269 Laurier Avenue West 

Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0P8 

 

Dear Minister Goodale: 

 

Re: Possible appointment of representative of the Russian Federation as head of 

Interpol 

 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress writes to you today on the selection of the next 

President of Interpol, the International Criminal Police Organization.  According to media 

reports, Russian official Alexander Prokopchuk is being considered for appointment as 

the next President of Interpol in the coming days.   

 

In view of the fact that the Russian Federation routinely violates international law, the 

sanctity of state borders, and is implicated in egregious human rights violations, the 

selection of Mr. Prokopchuk for this position would deal a severe blow to the 

enforcement of law and would put at severe risk all those who oppose  the Russian 

government's policies of aggression and corruption.  

 

As Head of the Russian branch of Interpol until 2016, Mr. Prokopchuk was directly 

implicated in a large number of Interpol “Red Notices” issued against people whom 

Russia prosecutes for political motives including many Ukrainian citizens in occupied 

Crimea.  Russia has brought politically motivated criminal charges against Ukrainians, 
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including Crimean Tatar leaders Mustafa Dzhemilev and Refat Chubarov.  Over 70 

Ukrainian political prisoners are currently illegally imprisoned in Russian jails. Canada 

and the international community have repeatedly called for their immediate release, 

which Russia continues to ignore.  

 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress expects that the Government of Canada will strongly 

oppose the potential appointment of a representative of the Russian Federation to the 

post of head of Interpol. We call on the Government of Canada to use its considerable 

international influence to ensure that other states also oppose this nomination and to 

work with our international allies to build consensus on this issue.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS  

 

  

Paul Grod 

National President 

 

Cc: Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 


