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Foreign A�airs Minister Chrystia Freeland last month announced sanctions against Russia in response to its attack on three Ukrainian vessels in
the Black Sea, in November 2018, and the capture and illegal imprisonment of 24 Ukrainian sailors. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

Welcome as these sanctions against Russia are, however, they may have to be supplemented in
future with even more draconian ones.
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Ottawa announced last month new sanctions against 114 individuals and 15 business concerns. It 

came in response to Russia’s attack on three Ukrainian vessels in the Black Sea, in November 

2018, and the capture and illegal imprisonment of 24 Ukrainian sailors. These sanctions are also 

intended to punish those who facilitated the illegal Russian occupation of Crimea and Russia’s 

ongoing invasion of eastern Ukraine. Many are Vlad’s friends.

This round of sanctions, co-ordinated with the U.S. and the European Union, as Foreign A�airs 

Minister Chrystia Freeland said, demonstrates how (https://www.canada.ca/en/global-

a�airs/news/2019/03/canada-imposes-new-sanctions-in-response-to-russias-aggressive-

actions.html) “Canada and the international community are ready to impose costs on Russia 

when it ignores international law and the rules-based international order.”

The Vladimir Putin Transparency Act, currently before the U.S. Senate, goes even further by 

targeting Mr. Putin speci�cally, and seeks to expose the Russian president’s corruption. As

the legislation reminds us, Putin’s “ill-gotten wealth is perhaps the most powerful global symbol 

of his dishonesty and his persistent e�orts to undermine the rule of law and democracy in the 

Russian Federation.”

These co-ordinated strategies, made public two weeks before Ukrainians went to the polls in a 

presidential election Putin is actively seeking to compromise, are a welcome signal the West 

remains unwilling to countenance his imperial project.

For more than �ve years, Russia has waged an unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine. 

More than 13,000 lives have been lost and millions of people displaced. Russia still occupies 

Crimea, where the occupation regime has instituted a reign of terror against anyone who opposes 

this internationally-condemned occupation. Crimea’s indigenous Tatar community has been 

especially targeted for discrimination and repression. And it is now incontrovertible that it was a 

Russian military unit that shot down a civilian airliner, Flight MH-17, over eastern Ukraine in July 

2014, murdering all 298 people aboard, including one Canadian. That Russia has meddled and 

interfered in the democratic processes of several NATO and EU countries, attempting to sow 

discord and destabilize the Transatlantic Alliance, is now common knowledge.

These new Canadian sanctions target Russian aviation companies such as Tupolev, Sukhoi, and 

MiG, as well as close Putin allies like Igor Sechin, who heads the Rosneft oil company, and 

Vladimir Yakunin, the former head of Russian Railways. Yakunin, sanctioned by the U.S. in 2014, 

had been left o� Canada’s sanctions list due in part to the lobbying of Bombardier, Inc.

(https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-long-time-putin-con�dant-yakunin-

among-names-on-ottawas-latest/), which was reported by the Globe and Mail. A Quebec-based 

company, supported by the Canadian taxpayer, has, in e�ect, facilitated Putin’s predations for 
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profit. To their shame.¾Bombardier must cease and desist.

Other measures need to be taken. Many Russian oligarchs and o�cials who enable Russia’s 

deplorable foreign policies keep their assets in Western banks—knowing better than to trust their 

own banking system—their assets should be frozen. Meanwhile, the proposed Nord Stream 2 

pipeline, which would allow Russia to bypass Ukraine to deliver gas to Germany through the Baltic 

Sea, if built, would seriously increase European dependency on Russian gas, a further threat to the 

EU’s security. There is nothing commercial about the pipeline. It is a purely political tool intended 

to increase Russia’s leverage over Europe. With that degree of in�uence at its disposal, might 

Moscow not attempt, once and for all, to recover Ukraine by launching a full-out invasion, using 

as an excuse some desire to “protect” the Russian-speaking minority in Ukraine? That would 

precipitate another great European war.

Not surprisingly, therefore, several European countries, aligned with the U.S., rightly and �rmly 

oppose construction of this pipeline. U.S. State Department o�cials have bluntly stated American 

opposition to Nord Stream 2 is “rooted in our abiding concern that the pipeline presents broad 

geostrategic threats to Europe’s security

(https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2018/12/287983.htm).” Canada needs to join all those who 

oppose Nord Stream 2. Indeed, as an energy exporter, Canada can play an important role in 

diversifying Europe’s energy sources, so ending Europe’s crippling dependency on Russian gas 

and the degradation of sovereignty that comes with relying on a pariah state to supply one’s 

energy needs.

Recent sanctions announced by Canada, the U.S., and the European Union are a strong signal to 

Russia and all those other rogue states that have indulged in wars of aggression and undermined 

the core democratic values we hold dear.

Their belligerence and duplicity will simply not be tolerated. Welcome as these sanctions are, 

however, they may have to be supplemented in future with even more draconian ones. Until Russia 

genuinely participates in a rules-based international order, and Putin’s aggressive behaviour 

toward other states in Europe is curbed, we must remain vigilant in defence of our freedom and 

must act in concert to punish all those who would seek to undermine them.

Alexandra Chyczij is the national president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.
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