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Ukrainian Canadian Congress

Who We are

What We Do

UCC National Policy Guide

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian community.  The 
Congress brings together under one umbrella all the national, provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian 
organizations. Together with its member organizations, the UCC has been leading, coordinating and 
representing the interests of one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.4 million) since 1940 and has 
been instrumental in shaping Canada’s social, economic and political landscape.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) represents the Ukrainian Canadian community before the 
people and Government of Canada, promotes linkages with Ukraine and identifies and addresses the 
needs of the Ukrainian community in Canada to ensure its continued existence and development for the 
enhancement of Canada’s socio-cultural fabric.

We are releasing these six key policy priorities in advance of this year’s federal election in Canada. This 
Policy Guide is the result of extensive consultation, research and community engagement over the past 
several months. We have developed informed, front-line perspectives on public policy challenges that 
impact the Ukrainian Canadian community and the broader Canadian public. 

The priority issues for the Ukrainian Canadian community are:
Strengthening Canada-Ukraine Defence and Security Relations
Supporting Democratic and Economic Reform in Ukraine
Ensuring Quality, Safe and Affordable Care for Seniors
Welcoming Newcomers to Canada
Helping Our Culture Flourish
Fighting Online Hate and Disinformation
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The Canada-Ukraine relationship is defined by mutual trust and a common interest in peace, 
and grounded in a rules-based international order. For this reason, Canada has been a resolute 
supporter of Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty since Russia’s invasion and illegal 
occupation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in February-March 2014 and its subsequent invasion 
and occupation of the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts of Ukraine. Russia’s invasion and occupation 
of Ukrainian territory has been condemned by Canada, along with the other G7 nations and the 
European Union (EU) as a violation of international law. 

As NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg stated in his 2018 report on Ukraine, “A sovereign, 
independent and stable Ukraine, firmly committed to democracy and the rule of law, is key to 
Euro-Atlantic security.” John Herbst, Director with the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Centre echoed 
this view recently when he stated to the Canadian parliamentary defence committee, “Moscow’s 
war on Ukraine is not simply a matter of vital concern to [Kyiv]; it is critical to the west, because 
Ukraine is the front line of our defence against Kremlin aggression.”  As examples, Herbst noted 
“the cyber-attack on Estonia in 2007; the war in Georgia in 2008; interference in American, 
French, German and other elections, as well as in the British vote on Brexit; violations of nuclear 
forces treaties; and ongoing provocations against Baltic states and over NATO airspace.”

The threat from Russia has not diminished. Since 2014, Russia has increased the number of 
its forces in occupied Ukrainian territory, constructed additional military installations, deployed 
weapons systems capable of reaching western Europe and beyond, and most recently, captured 
three Ukrainian naval vessels and 24 sailors in the Kerch Strait. Canada, as one of Ukraine’s 

Strengthening Canada-Ukraine 
Defence and Security Relations

Policy Recommendations on Security Relations

• Enhance European Security
• Build and Modernize Ukraine’s Defence Forces through Operation UNIFIER
• Strengthen Sanctions against Russia’s financial, energy and defence sectors
• Support Human Rights and Advocate for Political Prisoners
• Establish a Pathway to a UN Peacekeeping Mission
• Counter Russia’s State Sponsorship of Terrorism

Our Recommendations
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Enhance European 
Security

During the past five years, the Armed Forces of Ukraine has been 
transformed into a modern and professional defence force; it 
has strengthened ties with NATO and is working in cooperation 
with partners, including Canada, to adopt and comply with NATO 
standards. In 2017 Canada expanded its Automatic Firearms 
Country Control List (AFCCL) to allow lawful export of weapons 
to Ukraine. A recent Atlantic Council report referred to the late 
2017 sale of anti-tank missiles from the US government as a “long 
awaited shift in US policy” and “an important signal to both allies 
and adversaries that enhanced support is necessary and justified for 
Ukraine.”  

Canada has supplied non-lethal military equipment to Ukraine’s 
armed forces since 2014. Several Canadian and international 
security experts have now stated in the House of Commons 
Defence Committee that “the time has come for Canada to provide 
Ukraine with defensive weapons,” both as a measure to reduce 
casualties on the eastern front, and to serve as a deterrent against 
further escalation of the conflict. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to undertake a 
comprehensive review of Ukraine’s requests for military equipment 
and provide much-needed defensive weapons in the form of 
military-to-military assistance.

strongest supporters, has led the international community in enacting measures to end Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine and other countries. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) will 
continue to work closely with the Government of Canada to strengthen our defence and security 
relationship with Ukraine through concrete measures to secure a lasting peace in Europe, 
return Ukrainian government control to currently occupied territories, and bring Ukraine closer 
to its stated objectives of integration into the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).

Recommendations

Build and Modernize 
Ukraine’s Defence 
Forces through Operation 
UNIFIER

Since September 2015, the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) have 
played a key role in helping build and modernize Ukraine’s defence 
and security forces. Through Operation UNIFIER, which is part of 
the Multinational Joint Commission, the CAF has trained more than 
10,000 Ukrainian soldiers, assisting Ukraine in its strategic objective 
of building capacity to enable enduring reforms. The UCC welcomes 
the March 2019 announcement by the Government of Canada to 
extend Canada’s military training mission Operation UNIFIER to 
March 2022. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to act on all 
opportunities to expand training and support through Operation 
UNIFIER which bring Ukraine closer to Euro-Atlantic standards and 
interoperability with NATO.

Policy Recommendations on Security Relations
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Since 2014, Canada has worked collaboratively with the European 
Union (EU) and the United States (US) to strengthen sanctions 
against Russia in order to impose a greater cost to the Russian 
economy for its aggression and weaken its ability to wage war. In 
March 2019, the Government of Canada added an additional 129 
individuals and entities under the Special Economic Measures 
(Ukraine) Regulations, bringing the total to 435. The UCC will 
continue to work closely with the Government of Canada to 
strengthen economic sanctions against Russia, particularly targeting 
Russia’s financial, energy and defence sectors. 

The UCC calls for the removal of Russia from the SWIFT payments 
system, a banking network that facilitates international transactions. 
Cutting off Russia’s financial lifelines to the rest of the world will 
attach a higher cost to its violations of international law and deprive 
it of the resources that fund its aggressive policies.

Support Human Rights 
and Advocate for Political 
Prisoners

Providing testimony before the House of Commons Justice 
Committee, human rights advocate and former Canadian MP Irwin 
Cotler stated that Russia was “maybe the most threatening of the 
major human rights violators because of its externalized aggression 
as well as its domestic repression.”  The Magnitsky Act, in place 
since 2017, gives the Canadian government the power to enact 
economic sanctions on individuals who have committed human 
rights violations. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to use Magnitsky 
legislation more robustly, in the way it was intended, to hold Russian 
officials to account for their human rights abuses against Ukrainian 
prisoners being detained illegally in Russia, and to sanction the 
perpetrators of religious and cultural persecution against Crimean 
Tatars. 

The UCC further calls on Parliament to table a resolution demanding 
the release of the nearly 100 Ukrainian political prisoners in Russia, 
similar to a resolution passed by the EU Parliament in 2018 calling 
for the release of filmmaker and writer Oleg Sentsov.  

A sovereign, independent and stable Ukraine is key to 
Euro-Atlantic security

Strengthen Sanctions 
against Russia

Policy Recommendations on Security Relations
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In May 2014, the Government of Ukraine designated the occupying 
forces in Donetsk and Luhansk as terrorist organizations, citing 
evidence that they have killed and wounded hundreds of civilians, 
targeted busses, shopping centres, hospitals and humanitarian 
aid centres. Independent international investigative bodies have 
determined that Russia is responsible for the downing of a civilian 
Malaysian aircraft in July 2014, as well as for the use of chemical 
weapons on British soil. The Parliament of Ukraine has further 
called for the designation of Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism, 
and the US Congress is also in the process of considering such a 
designation. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to designate Russian-
proxy organizations—the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk “Peoples’ 
Republics” as terrorist organizations under Canadian law.

Establish a Pathway to a 
UN Peacekeeping Mission

Civilians in Ukraine are urgently in need of action from the 
international community; the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Ukraine (UNOCHA Ukraine) 
cites evidance that “600,000 people, including 100,000 children, live 
within 10 km of a 457 km contact line, where there is daily shelling, 
armed clashes and extreme levels of mine contamination.”  

The UCC calls for Canada to play a key role in establishing a UN 
international peacekeeping mission that would be deployed to the 
occupied territories of the Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk regions). 

Counter Russia’s State 
Sponsorship of Terrorism

Policy Recommendations on Security Relations
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Generations of Ukrainian migration to Canada have shaped our historic ties to Ukraine, a 
country with which we share common values of democratic engagement and accountability; an 
independent press; and principles of free trade and an open market. 

Since Ukrainian independence in 1991, Canada has supported Ukraine’s democratic and 
economic reform by supporting free and fair elections; strengthening civil society and media 
institutions; facilitating trade and business development; and providing international assistance, 
including the delivery of humanitarian aid to Ukrainians affected by Russia’s war of aggression. 
As a key international partner of Ukraine, Canada’s continuing commitment to anti-corruption and 
capacity-building measures critical to Ukraine’s long-term success.

Bilateral cooperation and support for Ukraine is not only of mutual benefit for Canada and Ukraine, 
but has broader impacts internationally. As the 2018 Ukraine Reform Conference communiqué 
stated: “A prosperous and resilient Ukraine is of key strategic importance to Europe and the wider 
international community and is Ukraine’s best answer to Russian aggression.” 

In the last five years, Canada has made significant contributions to Ukraine by supporting the 
critical political, economic and judicial reforms needed to eliminate corruption and to bring its 
institutions closer to those of European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) standards. However, as many experts have noted, such wide-ranging reforms take time; 
a long-term, sustained commitment from Canada to Ukraine’s anti-corruption efforts is needed to 
ensure that reforms become permanent. As a parliamentary defence committee report stated in 
December 2017, “Internal corruption and other systemic issues must be eliminated […] if Ukraine 
really wishes to achieve its goal of eventually joining the EU and NATO.” 

Supporting Democratic and 
Economic Reform in Ukraine

Policy Recommendations on Reform in Ukraine

• Increase International Assistance and Humanitarian Aid
• Support Ukraine’s Democratic Development
• Promote Trade and Investment
• Support Multilateral Innovations

Our Recommendations



8 UCC National Policy Guide—2019

Policy Recommendations on Reform in Ukraine

Increase International 
Assistance and 
Humanitarian Aid

Canadian international development assistance programming has 
contributed significantly to Ukraine’s recent progress in entrenching 
crucial reforms, including measures to prevent corruption in critical 
institutions. These programs have had significant impacts in key 
areas, such as the rule of law (eg. judicial reform, combatting 
human trafficking); democratic institutions (eg. election training, 
strengthening investigative reporting); and building Ukraine’s 
capacity for sustainable economic growth. 

In addition to meeting the longer-term objectives of advancing 
Ukraine’s reform agenda and promoting long-term peace and 
stability, Canada’s continued international assistance is helping 
Ukraine meet the critical needs of its citizens affected by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), “the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine has affected 4.4 million 
people and led to the displacement of 1.6 million. Of those affected, 
3.4 million are currently in need of humanitarian assistance.” 

The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA), which entered into force in 2017, launched 
a new chapter in relations between Canada and Ukraine. It opened up important opportunities for 
Canadian exporters and investors in key sectors such as agri-food, energy, power, cleantech, oil 
and gas, mining, transportation and infrastructure. It also provided stimulus for further economic 
reforms in Ukraine. 

The UCC works closely with the Government of Canada, in concert with our provincial councils, 
local branches, and member organizations to develop concrete measures that support democratic 
and economic reform in Ukraine. Together with the Government of Canada, the UCC co-chairs the 
Canada Ukraine Stakeholder Advisory Council (CUSAC). The UCC also works with the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation (CUF), the Canada-Ukraine Trade and Investment Support Project (CUTIS), 
the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, and a number of civil society organizations both in 
Canada and internationally to achieve lasting reform.

Recommendations

A prosperous and 
resilient Ukraine is the 
best answer to Russian 
aggression
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Policy Recommendations on Reform in Ukraine

Promote Trade and 
Investment

Export Development Canada (EDC) continues to assess Ukraine’s 
risk rating as “medium to high” in a number of areas despite the 
reform measures undertaken by the Ukrainian government with the 
support of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other financial 
institutions. Canadian companies seeking to invest in Ukraine 
continue to make clear that a lack of support in the form of export 
insurance from EDC is an impediment to their investments and the 
strengthening of business ties with Ukraine. The EDC position is 
incongruous to EU and US policies, putting Canadian businesses 
at a disadvantage. EDC’s position does not take into account the 
recent reform measures taken by the Ukrainian government nor 

The UCC welcomes the July 2018 commitment made by the 
Minister of International Development that the Government of 
Canada will maintain its current level of funding for Ukraine ($50 
million per year). The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to 
express its commitment as a long-term partner of Ukraine in order 
to ensure its permanent viability as a free, stable, sovereign and 
prosperous country. 

The UCC calls for an increase to international assistance Ukraine 
proportionate to the overall increase in the International Assistance 
Envelope announced in Budget 2019, in order to fund critical anti-
corruption measures, build capacity for democratic and economic 
reform and provide humanitarian relief for those affected by the 
Russian occupation of Ukraine.

Support Ukraine’s 
Democratic Development

Canada has a proud history of supporting democracy around 
the world, particularly in Ukraine, where it sent several hundred 
observers through missions to monitor the 2014 and 2019 elections. 
The Government of Canada recently announced up to $24 million  
in support for Ukrainian democratic institutions in advance of 
the 2019 elections in order to fund observer missions, structural 
governance reforms and to counter disinformation. The UCC calls 
for Canada’s long-term commitment to democratic capacity-building 
in Ukraine through election missions; civil society and NGO support; 
parliamentary and institutional exchanges; and ongoing funding to 
protect electoral integrity.

Canada’s continuing commitment to Ukraine will be 
critical to its long-term success
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Policy Recommendations on Reform in Ukraine

Support Multilateral 
Innovations

The Government of Canada co-hosted the third Ukraine Reform 
Conference with Ukraine in July 2019. This conference brought 
together foreign ministers from a number of countries, including 
the European Union, the G7 and NATO to support Ukraine in its 
democratic and economic reforms. 

The UCC worked closely with the Government of Canada to ensure 
the success of the Conference and calls on the Government of 
Canada, as the co-host of the 2019 Conference, to work with 
Ukraine to continue economic and political refoms.

its commitment to financial reforms. The UCC calls on the EDC 
to review its risk assessment of Ukraine and increase support in 
the form of accessible loans, guarantees and export insurance for 
Ukraine. 

The UCC also recommends a review of the structure and mandate 
of Canada’s multiple trade promotion and facilitation agencies, 
including EDC, the Canadian Commercial Corporation and the 
Trade Commissioner Service, to help preclude them from working at 
cross purposes.
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All Canadians deserve a secure and dignified retirement, especially after a lifetime of working hard 
and fulfilling commitments to their families, communities, and workplaces. However, in their later 
years many struggle with income and housing insecurity; a lack of affordable, quality care; the 
high costs of life-saving medication; and age discrimination in the workplace.

For the first time since Confederation, seniors now outnumber children in Canada. According to 
Statistics Canada, by 2030 nearly one in four Canadians will be aged 65 or over. Canada’s aging 
population and the public policy challenges this brings is already touching every community across 
the country, including the Ukrainian Canadian community. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) advocates for concrete measures to address these 
challenges, which are becoming more pressing with each passing year. Along with other key 
stakeholders, we will work together with federal, provincial, and territorial governments to ensure 
that seniors across Canada are treated with the respect they deserve, proposing effective policy 
solutions to ensure security and dignity for Canadians moving into retirement age. 

Ukrainian Canadians have long recognized the critical role that community organizations, 
church groups, and culturally-oriented long-term care homes have played for older adults in our 
community. We have seen first-hand that ethno-cultural seniors’ organizations serve as effective 
delivery mechanisms to address the real-life challenges that seniors face in their later years. For 
example, the forty Ukrainian long-term care homes across Canada that serve our community 
have resulted in better health outcomes and higher rates of life satisfaction for seniors and their 
families. This is borne out by evidence-based policy studies of long-term care facilities.  We will 
continue to work together with our provincial councils and member organizations to meet the 
Ukrainian community’s demand for culturally-oriented organizations that serve older adults.

Ensuring Security and Dignity 
for Seniors

Policy Recommendations on Seniors

• Improve Financial Security
• Support Pharmacare for Lower-Income Seniors
• Invest in Quality Care
• Promote Skills Training
• Support Caregivers

Our Recommendations
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Policy Recommendations on Seniors

Improve Financial Security Many Canadians are living with financial uncertainty due to the 
decline of workplace pension coverage and insufficient retirement 
savings. Some older adults are remaining in the workforce longer 
just to meet basic living needs, while others struggle because they 
are unable to work.

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to review federal 
income security programs, and along with its provincial and 
territorial counterparts undertake a comprehensive review of 
regulations to protect and strengthen private sector pensions.

Recommendations

Every Canadian deserves a secure and dignified 
retirement after a lifetime of hard work

Support Pharmacare for 
Lower-Income Seniors

Many older adults struggle with the high costs of life-saving 
medications, but programs to assist lower-income seniors vary from 
province to province. The current patchwork of coverage across 
Canada is inconsistent, both in terms of income threshold and the 
drugs that are covered.   

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to work together with 
stakeholders and provincial and territorial governments, to ensure 
consistent and fair supports for seniors across the country to limit 
their out-of-pocket costs for life saving care.

Invest in Quality Care Canadians want quality, safe, and affordable care in their later 
years, whether they remain in their homes or move to long-term 
care facilities. As the number of seniors continues to grow, it is clear 
that Canada must prepare for the housing and home care needs 
that this growth creates; even today, demand is greater than our 
current system can support. Current concerns about low ratios of 
caregivers to clients and lack of oversight have generated significant 
questions about the safety and well-being of residents in care 
homes. 

The UCC calls on federal, provincial and territorial governments to 
work to ensure that investments are made in infrastructure, skills 
training, and staffing to ensure that older adults have access to safe 
and affordable quality care.
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Policy Recommendations on Seniors

Recognize Volunteers Almost 12.5 million Canadians volunteered in 2007, contributing 
over 2.1 billion volunteer hours, equivalent to almost 1.1 million full-
time jobs. Seniors are more likely than other age groups to be “top 
volunteers” accounting for 78% of all volunteer hours. Despite an 
overall decrease in volunteerism, the proportion of older Canadians 
engaged in volunteer work remains high and should be formally 
recognized and supported.

Support Caregivers Many caregivers are providing unpaid support to older members of 
their families, often at great personal and financial cost, as many 
caregivers are also balancing raising a young families and full- or 
part-time paid employment. The UCC calls on the Government of 
Canada to consider a caregiver tax credit for family caregivers, 
which would help alleviate the financial stress of balancing work 
and family care. The Canadian government should also consider 
expanding the EI Compassionate Care Benefit to those who are 
caring for seriously ill older family members.

Promote Skills Training Increasingly, many seniors want to remain active in the workplace 
through their retirement age. Statistics Canada has published 
data showing the labour market participation rate of seniors nearly 
doubled between 1995 and 2015 and are continuing to grow.  

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to support and 
promote skills training for seniors who want to retrain or upskill in 
order to remain active in the workforce.
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In 1891 the first Ukrainians came to Canada seeking a better life for their families. Over the last 
century, Ukrainian immigrants have made significant contributions to Canada in government 
and business. Hardworking Ukrainian immigrants provided the skills and labour necessary for 
key industries such as agriculture, mining, and transportation, to thrive. Similarly, newcomers 
from around the world have come to Canada and enriched this great land with their hard work, 
innovation and culture. Over 125 years later, Canada remains a key destination for newcomers 
seeking economic opportunity, political and religious freedom, and greater peace and security. The 
shared experiences of recent newcomers from Ukraine and across the world continue to inform 
our understanding of the best pathways for their success.

Together with its member organizations and provincial councils, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) has developed an informed, front-line perspective on the issues facing new Canadians 
as they settle and integrate into their new country. We know that strong public policy can make 
all the difference in the success of newcomers; the Saskatchewan Immigrant Nominee Program 
(SINP), for example, has contributed to positive outcomes with the highest employment rate 
among newcomers to Canada (76% in Saskatchewan compared to 70% nationally). Our 
recommendations reflect an ongoing dialogue on the work in which we are engaged to build more 
support, certainty, and consistency into Canada’s immigration system.

Welcoming Newcomers to 
Canada

Policy Recommendations on Immigration

• Standardize Service Delivery
• Streamline Accreditation
• Build Certainty for Workers and Employers
• Create Pathways to Permanent Residence
• Establish the Roadmap to Visa-free Travel for Ukranian Citizens

Our Recommendations
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Policy Recommendations on Immigration

Streamline Accreditation Recognition of international credentials remains a serious challenge 
for many new Canadians, often resulting in many years of lost 
contributions to Canada as well as to personal income and work 
experience. An analysis of 2006 Canadian census data shows 
that just under one-quarter (24%) of employed foreign-educated, 
university-level immigrants were working in a regulated occupation 
that matched their field of study, compared to 62% of their 
Canadian-born counterparts.

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada work with the 
provinces as well as professional and trade associations to create 
a robust, comprehensive, and streamlined system to assess 
international education and experience, expedite Canadian 
recertification where standards match or are exceeded, and help 
identify a streamlined gap-filling route for newcomers who need 
to add to their existing training and certification to meet Canadian 
standards.

Standardize Service 
Delivery

The existing patchwork of services for newcomers results in 
inconsistent opportunities for job skills training, language training, 
housing and health care access, networking assistance, and 
educational opportunities. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to work cooperatively 
with provinces, territories and municipalities to develop more 
comprehensive settlement supports for new Canadians and ensure 
consistency across jurisdictions, including stable funding for service 
delivery across the country. The UCC will advocate for ethno-
cultural, community-based settlement services, which have been 
proven to result in better outcomes for new Canadians. 

Recommendations

Build Certainty for Workers 
and Employers

The Temporary Foreign Worker (TFW) program is an invaluable 
tool for Canadian businesses and households to meet labour 
requirements, and allows potential immigrants to gain valuable work 
experience in Canada. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to create an 
expedited vetting process for reputable and trusted employers 
along with a streamlined application process to help to fill labour 
shortages more quickly, resulting in more certainty for both workers 
and employers. The Canadian government should also clearly 
inform newcomers arriving through the Temporary Foreign Worker 
(TFW) program of the pathways to permanent residence that may 
be available to them.

We need to develop more comprehensive settlement 
supports for new Canadians.
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Policy Recommendations on Immigration

Create Pathways to 
Canadian Citizenship 
through Permanent 
Residency

The UCC welcomes the recent announcement by the federal 
government to create two new pilot projects for caregiving pathways 
to permanent residence. Meeting a critical need for domestic, 
child-rearing, and elderly care, international caregivers often 
leave their own families for extended periods of time to care for 
Canadian families, and deserve more certainty as they embark on 
the citizenship process. The UCC fully supports the new program 
changes, which include the assessment for Permanent Residence 
(PR) eligibility before individuals begin working in Canada, as well 
as the granting of less restrictive work permits.

Establish the Roadmap 
to Visa-free Travel for 
Ukranian Citizens

Residents from Ukraine should have increased opportunities for 
travel in order to develop trade and business relationships with 
Canada. Since 2017, Brazilian citizens  who have successfully 
obtained a visitor’s visa to Canada in the last ten years have been 
eligible to apply for an eTA (Electronic Travel Authorization). ETAs 
enable trusted travellers to make more frequent trips to Canada and 
are valid for up to five years. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to offer the option 
of an Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) to Ukrainian citizens 
who have demonstrated a commitment to Canada’s immigration 
principles and have demonstrated past compliance with Canadian 
immigration law, as part of Canada’s broader approach to 
international trade, including the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA) which came into force in 2017. 

The UCC will continue to advocate for visa-free travel for Ukrainian 
citizens visiting Canada, in support of increasing bilateral relations 
and improving economic ties.

Welcome Permanent 
Residents to the Canadian 
Forces

Permanent residents in Canada are permitted to serve in police 
forces, in the Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA), in 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Policy (RCMP) and in other first 
responder positions. There is significant interest from permanent 
residents in the Ukrainian Canadian community to also be permitted 
to serve in the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), as permanent 
residents in the US, the UK and France already serve in their 
respective military forces. Permitting permanent residents to serve 
would equip them with a pathway to success in Canada and would 
also help to address current recruitment gaps in the CAF. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to remove the 
restriction that permanent residents of Canada can only serve in the 
Canadian Armed Forces in exceptional cases.
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Helping our Culture Flourish

Policy Recommendations on Multiculturalism
Canadians of Ukrainian descent have always nurtured their traditions, culture, and language while 
contributing to the development of Canadian values—alongside Indigenous, British, French, and 
other ethno-cultural groups—as a founding people of Canada.

Ukrainian Canadians were at the forefront of the movement supporting Canada’s policy of 
multiculturalism, which was announced at the Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadians by 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau in 1971, and affirmed in legislation by the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act in 1988 by Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) remains a strong advocate of multiculturalism, both as a 
practical tool to preserve minority languages and cultures, and as a source of strength uniting our 
diverse Canadian nation.

Through broad-based cultural programming, the Ukrainian Canadian community has a remarkable 
record for maintaining its culture through the arts (dance, literary arts, media arts, music, theatre, 
and visual arts), heritage (museum exhibits, archives, and related programs), community festivals, 
and language education (from early childhood care, to weekend language schools, to post-
secondary Ukrainian studies and beyond).

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) together with its member organizations, provincial 
councils and local branches supports the renewal and expansion of investments in 
multiculturalism and heritage programming, including robust arts and culture funding, support of 
heritage education including language instruction, and addressing historical injustices against 
ethno-cultural groups that took place in Canada.

• Support for Early Learning
• Revitalize Heritage Language Schools
• Support Ukrainian Education in School Boards
• Provide Opportunities for Youth Work Experiences
• Broaden Opportunities for Amateur Artists
• Establish a Day of Commemoration for Ukrainian Internment 
• Establish Ukrainian Canadian Heritage Month

Our Recommendations
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Policy Recommendations on Multiculturalism

Revitalize Heritage 
Language Schools

Language is a fundamental aspect of cultural expression and 
identity. Ukrainian Canadians have long supported the preservation 
of minority languages in Canada, as they add not only to the 
richness of Canada’s multicultural mosaic, but maintain a critical 
connection to history. Community-run schools now reach only a 
fraction of youth and most exist in urban areas only; more must 
be done to ensure that retention of the Ukrainian language as a 
mother tongue, as well as Ukrainian as a Second Language (USL) 
instruction is available, accessible and affordable for families. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to renew the formerly 
available federal tax credit for community-based heritage language 
instruction.

Support Ukrainian 
Education in School 
Boards

In the provinces of Alberta, Manitoba, and Ontario, some elementary 
school boards offer bilingual education in Ukrainian and English, 
supported by their provincial ministries of education. However, in 
recent years, some school districts have encountered challenges 
that negatively affect the delivery of these programs. 

The UCC supports a coordinated approach among its members 
and provincial councils to advocate for the structural integrity and 
longevity of Ukrainian education in school boards across Canada.

Support for Early Learning Support of early learning in the form of high quality, affordable 
child care, including nursery and pre-schools, is critical to the well-
being and success of young Canadian families. Ethno-cultural 
early learning programs can further support Canadian families by 
educating children in a culturally-sensitive environment, helping to 
instill heritage language acquisition, and establishing meaningful 
connections to their communities. 

The UCC advocates for engagement with stakeholders and all 
levels of government to study ways in which ethno-cultural early 
learning can be supported.

Recommendations

Minority languages 
add to the richness of 
Canada’s multicultural 
mosaic
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Policy Recommendations on Multiculturalism

Establish a Day of 
Commemoration for 
Ukrainian Internment

During the First World War, 8,579 Ukrainians and other Europeans 
were unjustly interned in 24 camps across Canada, enduring hard 
labour, long periods of separation from their families, and harsh 
physical conditions. Recognizing this dark chapter in Canadian 
history is a critical component of how we work together to end 
prejudice and discrimination wherever they appear. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to table legislation 
recognizing October 28 as the annual day of commemoration of 
Canada’s First National Internment Operations (1914-1920).

Broaden Opportunities for 
Amateur Artists

The Ukrainian community in Canada has always had a vibrant 
arts and culture presence. We believe that supporting a robust 
arts and culture ethos should include funding for both professional 
and amateur artists, particularly in ethno-cultural communities 
where dance, music, and visual arts are most often transmitted by 
community-based non-professionals. 

The UCC calls for a broad-based evaluation of the grants funded 
through federal, provincial and territorial governments, to ensure 
that amateur artists are provided full access to a range of funding 
opportunities.

Provide Opportunities for 
Youth Work Experiences

The UCC believes it is critical to provide youth with opportunities 
to gain work experience and develop the skills they will need in 
today’s competitive job market. Many of our provincial councils, 
local branches, and member organizations help youth apply for 
the Canada Summer Jobs Program, which helps provide valuable 
experience and skills that lay the foundation for a successful career. 

The UCC will work with the Government of Canada to ensure 
that the Canada Summer Jobs Program and the broader Youth 
Employment Strategy take into account the needs of youth in ethno-
cultural communities and organizations, and will continue working to 
ensure access to these programs.

Establish Ukrainian 
Canadian Heritage Month

For over 125 years, Ukrainian Canadians have made important 
contributions to Canada’s social, economic, political and cultural 
fabric. The establishment of a national Ukrainian Canadian Heritage 
Month would provide an opportunity to celebrate the inspirational 
role that Ukrainian Canadians have played and continue to play 
across Canada. The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to 
establish September as the annual Ukrainian Canadian Heritage 
Month. 
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Horrific events in the last century have demonstrated that words matter. Hateful and deceptive 
words can lead directly to violent actions—as we have seen with the Ukrainian Holodomor; the 
Jewish Holocaust; the Armenian Genocide; the Rwandan Genocide; as well as the more recent 
persecution of the Yazidi people in Iraq and of Tatars in Russia-occupied Crimea.

We must be vigilant in identifying and exposing online hate and targeted disinformation that has 
the potential to incite violence or promote injustice against ethno-cultural, racial, religious and 
other identifiable groups. The rapid proliferation of social media and online communications has 
made this task more urgent than ever for today’s policy-makers.

The Ukrainian community in Canada has experienced an increasing volume of targeted online 
operations in the form of organized disinformation. This sophisticated information warfare—as 
part of the total Russia’s war on Ukraine—is intended to undermine our community by distorting 
historical truths and creating “alternative facts,” sowing division, and weakening support for 
democratic institutions. 

Russia’s information warfare reaches far beyond the Ukrainian Canadian community; 
disinformation activities have targeted Canadian media, decision-makers, civil society 
organizations, and other groups. According to a recent report by the Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 
“a survey of 17,847 tweets from 14 pro-Kremlin accounts where articles and memes are frequently 
retweeted, including by the Russian Embassy in Canada, reveals that the vast majority of 
shared content is linked to Russian state media, and extreme left and right conspiracy sites.”  
Russia’s trolls and bots posting as impartial Canadians are active on all social media platforms 
and knowingly promote false stories of criminal activity, conspiracy theories, and accusations of 
xenophobia against pro-Ukrainian public figures.

Fighting Online Hate and 
Disinformation

Policy Recommendations on Online Hate

• Define Online Hate and Disinformation
• Advance a National Strategy
• Strengthen Cyber-Security
• Hold Social Media Platforms to Account
• Remove Russia Today (RT) and Sputnik from Canadian Airwaves

Our Recommendations
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Policy Recommendations on Online Hate

Define Online Hate and 
Disinformation

The first step in addressing the threat of online hate and 
disinformation is to define these activities for what they are—an 
attempt to undermine western democratic and social values. 

The UCC calls on the Government of Canada to recognize and 
define Russian disinformation activities as a subversive and 
deceptive form of communication, with the potential to cross over 
into online hate.

Multiple think-tanks in Canada, the US and the EU have established that these malign influence 
operations are not specific to one platform, one actor or one targeted group. Information warfare 
is a global problem; interference in democratic elections has been confirmed in the United States, 
Europe, and Latin America. Its intent is to sow division within and between western democracies 
and alliances; subvert international institutions; erode public trust and social cohesion; and 
ultimately end the rules-based order established following the Second World War.

The UCC proposes a series of recommendations to define, 
identify, and monitor online hate and disinformation campaigns 
in Canada, to strengthen Canda’s cyber-security infrastructure 
and to work together with traditional media as well as social 
media networks to ensure that online hate and disinformation is 
identified and curbed.

Recommendations

The rapid proliferation of online hate and targeted 
disinformation needs to be addressed by today’s 
policy-makers

Strengthen Cyber-Security Budget 2019 proposes “to strengthen the cyber security of Canada’s 
critical infrastructure with $144.9 million over five years and long 
measures to further strengthen and safeguard Canada’s democratic 
institutions.” As the Government of Canada introduces a new cyber-
systems framework, the UCC will continue to advocate for a 

Advance a National 
Strategy

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress along with the Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) and a diverse group of Canadian 
organizations, call on the Government of Canada to formulate a 
national strategy to combat online hate and disinformation which 
includes at least four core elements: defining hate, tracking hate, 
preventing hate and intervening to stop hate.
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Policy Recommendations on Online Hate

Hold Social Media 
Platforms to Account

The UCC supports recent statements from the Canadian 
government that it may consider strategies for action in cases 
where social-media networks fail to remove hate speech from their 
platforms. The UCC urges the Government of Canada to work 
swiftly and comprehensively, in concert with industry stakeholders, 
to eliminate online hate from social media networks, including 
Russian disinformation campaigns that knowingly promulgate 
hatred or aggression against Ukraine and Ukrainians. The Canadian 
government should also require platforms to clearly identify 
automated social media accounts, known as bots.

Remove Russia Today 
(RT) and Sputnik from 
Canadian Airwaves

Russia Today (RT), Sputnik and other Russian state-sponsored 
television propaganda is a serious threat to the integrity of impartial 
news programming in Canada. The UK broadcasting regulator, 
Ofcom, is currently considering removing Russia Today (RT) from 
British airwaves due to repeated breaches of impartiality. The UCC 
supports the immediate de-bundling of RT and similar disinformation 
broadcasts from basic cable packages as the first step toward the 
eventual removal of such broadcasts from Canadian airwaves. We 
believe that these networks are in contravention of the Television 
Broadcasting Regulations, 1987, as licensees are prohibited from 
broadcasting false or misleading news under section 5(1)(d).

effective response to cyber attacks from Russia on our democracy 
and public institutions. The number and complexity of these attacks 
are likely to grow as the 2019 General Election draws nearer. 
The UCC will continue to work with both Ukrainian and Canadian 
institutions, along with think tanks and other organizations working 
to fight disinformation and to identify and expose fake news and 
propaganda.
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