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Б Ю Л Е Т Е Н Ь

Winter  

2020 
Зима

Supported by the UCC Charitable & Educational Trust

Historic XXVI Triennial Congress held in Ottawa 
From November 1‐3, 2019, over 300 delegates and guests 
gathered in Ottawa for the historic XXVI Triennial Congress 
of Ukrainian Canadians.  

The theme of the Congress – Share Your Vision, Build Our 
Future! – provided the inspiration for the gathering of 
representatives of Ukrainian Canadian organizations from 
coast to coast –  Halifax, NS to Victoria, BC – which set the 
direction and elected the leadership of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) for the next three years.  

The Congress began with an address to the delegates from 
the Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, who spoke passionately about her 
Ukrainian Canadian roots, Canada’s bilateral relationship 
with Ukraine and the Government of Canada’s continuing 
commitment to support Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and independence.  

Alexandra Chyczij was unanimously re‐elected President 
of the UCC. Chyczij thanked the newly‐elected UCC Board 
of Directors for their commitment to serving the Ukrainian 
Canadian community.  

“It is both a tremendous honour and an enormous 
responsibility to lead one of the most dynamic and diverse 
ethnocultural communities in Canada,” stated Chyczij. 
“The vision for the future shared by the delegates these 
last three days is one of a vibrant, forward‐looking 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress that is responsive to the 
needs of our community. I am certain that together we 
will ensure that this vision becomes a reality!” 

Resolutions adopted by the Congress, videos of plenary 
sessions and keynote addresses and reports delivered to 
the Congress are available on the UCC website. 

 Join the #KoliadaCampaign online!  Follow us
  ukrcancongress  
 @ukrcancongress 
 ukrcancongress

Honourable Chrystia Freeland

Delegates of the XXVI Triennial Congress
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Funded in part by a grant from the Shevchenko Foundation, 
Temerty Family Foundation Community Development Fund

and
Христос Рождається!

Merry Christmas

This year the Ukrainian Canadian Congress partnered with 
Dzherelo Children’s Rehabilitation Centre in Lviv. Their students 
created special Christmas artwork that you will see printed on 
our Christmas cards. 
Since its founding in 1993 Dzherelo Children’s Rehabilitation 
Centre has operated in in Lviv, Ukraine as a charitable non‐profit 
facility. Dzherelo provides family‐centered educational and 
rehabilitation services and programs for children and youth with 
special needs, offers them opportunities to develop their full 
potential and promotes their integration into society. 
Dzherelo Centre is committed to consultation, rehabilitation 
treatment, education, and counseling of children with disabilities 
and their families. The process includes early referral, assessment 
and implementation of an individualized treatment plan by an 
integrated team of qualified professionals as well as follow‐up 
upon entry into the regular school system.  
In Canada, Dzherelo is supported through the Canada‐Ukraine 
Foundation www.cufoundation.ca 

 Dzherelo Children’s 
Rehabilitation Centre 

©2019 
“Christmas” by Zoriana Holova | Acrylic on canvas  

„Різдво”, автор Зоряна Голова | Акрилові фарби, полотно  

PROFILE 

MESSAGE FROM UCC CEO
2019 has been a very productive year for UCC and for me 
personally. I marked my third anniversary with UCC this 
September and it continues to be a pleasure to serve our 
community and work with our donors, volunteers and 
supporters across Canada! 
We were excited to organize the XXVI Triennial Congress, 
which brought together hundreds of delegates, many of 
them youth, from across Canada to Ottawa in November. 
The program was packed with informative and educational 
discussions, workshops and keynote speakers. I want to 
extend a special thank you to our UCC Ottawa branch, 
including President Borys Gengalo, who led a strong 
volunteer team, and to Ann Szyptur who expertly guided 
the organization of the Congress. 
Following Canada’s federal election, we are reaching out 
to new Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament to 
ensure that they are well informed on our community 
priorities, including strong support for Ukraine. We will also 
announce details of the 2020 UCC Parliamentary Internship 
Program in the near future. 
UCC worked closely on the organization of the Ukrainian 
Reform Conference held in July 2019 which served as a hub 
for the public and private sector along with international 
partners to connect, network and debate current issues. 
This coming year we will focus on outreach efforts in new 
areas such as New Brunswick, BC’s Okanagan Valley and in 
many other communities across Canada. 
Thank you once more for your help and for your 
partnership in building our community! 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!  

З Різдвом Христовим! 

Ihor Michalchyshyn 
CEO and Executive Director 

Alexandra Chyczij introduces UCC National staff at the Triennial Congress
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“Congratulations to Ambassador Galadza on her appointment. Her experience 
and skill will be a tremendous asset to Canada,” stated Alexandra Chyczij, 
President of the UCC. “The Ukrainian Canadian community looks forward to 
working closely with Ambassador Galadza and the Canadian embassy in Kyiv.” 

 

Larisa Galadza (BA Hons [Political Science and Ethics], Trinity College at the 
University of Toronto, 1994; MA [International Affairs], Carleton University, 
1996) joined the Department of National Defence in 1996. She worked in policy‐
related positions at the Privy Council Office in 2001 and at the Treasury Board 
Secretariat from 2003 to 2006, before moving to Public Safety Canada, where 
she was director of Strategic Policy and Research and then senior director for 
National Security Policy. From 2012 to 2014, she served at the Privy Council 
Office as director of operations for the Social Affairs Committee of Cabinet, and 
then, from 2014 to 2016, she was director general of Admissibility at Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada. In 2016, she became director general of the Peace 
and Stabilization Operations Program at Global Affairs Canada.  

1-800-361-7345
meest.com

Подарунки та квіти

Доставка посилок

Грошові перекази

UCC President Alexandra Chyczij, Ms. Smerechuk, Ambassador Waschuk and 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy Shevchenko

On November 2, at the XXVI Triennial Congress, the UCC 
announced that His Excellency Roman Waschuk, outgoing 
Ambassador of Canada to Ukraine, will be honoured at a 
Tribute Dinner celebrating his distinguished career in public 
service on February 1,  2020 in Toronto.  

Successful public service and effective diplomacy always 
being the result of teamwork, the UCC will also honour 
Oksana Smerechuk, Ambassador Waschuk’s spouse, who was 
President of the Ambassadors’ Spouses Club of Kyiv. Ms. 
Smerechuk’s commitment to community and public service 
and boundless energy provided Canada with a powerful 
voice in Kyiv. For a decade previously, Ms. Smerechuk had 
served Canada as an interpreter and translator for high‐level 
delegations and officials. 

“Ambassador Waschuk and Oksana Smerechuk have 
dedicated their careers to serving Canada and the Canadian 
people,” stated UCC President Alexandra Chyczij. 
“Ambassador Waschuk’s and Ms. Smerechuk’s example of 
patriotism, professionalism and humility is an inspiration. We 
can think of no better way to honour their significant 
contributions than by encouraging Ukrainian Canadian youth 
to choose service to their country as a calling.”  

Proceeds from the Tribute Dinner will be donated to the UCC 
Parliamentary Internship Program and the UCC Community 
Development Fund. Ambassador Waschuk and Ms. 
Smerechuk have graciously agreed to share this Tribute 
Evening with Canadian police officers who have been 
providing training to Ukraine’s police forces as part of 
Canada’s support for security and democratic development 
in Ukraine, and whose contributions we will celebrate.

UCC to honour Roman Waschuk and Oksana Smerechuk on February 1, 2020

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) warmly congratulates Larisa Galadza on her appointment as Canada’s Ambassador to 
Ukraine. The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs, announced the appointment on November 4. 

UCC congratulates Larisa Galadza on appointment as Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine 
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3250 Est rue Beaubien, Montreal, QC, H1X 3C9
Tel.: (514) 727-94-56 Fax.: (514) 727-58-86
www.desjardins.com/caisseukrainienne; www.ukrainiancaisse.com

Українська   Français   English   Českа   Română   Polska   Русский

НАША МІСІЯ — ПІДТРИМУВАТИ!

Ahead of the October 21, 2019 federal election, as part of our 
efforts to keep all Canadians informed about issues of importance 
in the federal election, the UCC presented the results of its survey 
of the leaders of Canada’s national political parties on October 9.  

The leaders of the Liberal, Conservative, New Democratic and 
Green Parties of Canada responded to the UCC survey on their 
views and policy positions on six priorities of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. The positions of the UCC on these policy 
priorities were presented in the UCC 2019 National Policy Guide, 
following extensive consultation and research, which included 
community engagement:  

• Strengthening Canada‐Ukraine Defence and Security Relations 

• Supporting Democratic and Economic Reform in Ukraine 

• Ensuring Security and Dignity for Seniors 

• Welcoming Newcomers to Canada 

• Helping Our Culture Flourish 

• Fighting Online Hate and Disinformation 

UCC surveys party leaders ahead of federal election 

The results of the survey are available  
on the UCC website – www.ucc.ca 

416.922.4407
1.800.461.0777
ukrainiancu.com

*

MONTH 
TERM22 

2.70%

 
Deposits Deposit 

Special
new

only

 *Annual rate of return. Rates subject to change at anytime.

29‐го жовтня, 2019 р, Законодавча асемблея Британської 
Колумбії одноголосно прийняла Закон М225, Акт Дня 
Вшанування Пам’яті Жертв Голодомору. Автор Закону ‐  Ендрю 
Уівер, голова Зеленої партії Британської Колумбії.  

“Дякую пану Уіверу за внесення цього закону, який визнає 
Голодомор геноцидом українського народу та офіційно 
встановлює четверту суботу листопада кожного року Днем 
пам’яті жертв Голодомору,” заявила Наталія Яцкевич, 
Президент провінційної ради Британської Колумбії Конґресу 
Українців Канади. “Ми вдячні уряду Британської Колумбії та 
всім депутатам Асамблеї за підтримку цього важливого 
визнання. Вшановуючи пам’ять мільйонів жертв Голодомору, 
працюймо разом над тим, щоб такі страшні злочини більше 
ніколи не повторилися.” 

В 2008‐му році, федеральний уряд Канади визнав Голодомор 
геноцидом українського народу та встановив четверту суботу 
листопада кожного року Національним днем пам’яті жертв 
Голодомору. Провінції Альберта, Саскатчеван, Манітоба, 
Онтаріо та Квебек прийняли подібні закони.  

Британська Колумбія прийняла Закон про визнання Голодомору 
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XXVI Triennial Congress  – Day 1
The first plenary panel, What has changed in the Ukrainian 
Canadian community? featured Dr. Oleh Wolowyna, from the 
University of North Carolina‐Chapel Hill, who presented his 
research into the demographic trends in the Ukrainian Canadian 
community based on census data. 

Keynote speaker Perry Bellegarde, National Chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations, spoke movingly about the work of the Assembly, 
the experience of Indigenous Peoples in Canada, Reconciliation, 
and building connections and coalitions with the Ukrainian 
Canadian and other communities. 

The second plenary panel featured a fascinating discussion on 
how our community can engage more people in the important 
work of our organizations, provincial councils and local branches.  

Delegates and guests heard reports from UCC National President 
Alexandra Chyczij, the UCC Charitable and Educational Trust and 
the Canada‐Ukraine Foundation.  

National Chief Perry Bellegarde 

Friday, November 1 

Delegates from Manitoba

Delegates from Toronto

Delegates from Calgary at Ukrainian Night on Parliament Hill

Delegates from Edmonton

Andrea Kopylech is thanked for her 
service

MP Garnett Genuis brought greetings from Canada's Official Opposition

Yvan Baker, MP Etobicoke Centre, brings greetings from the Government of 
Canada
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Presenting Partner
UCC Charitable and edUCational trUst

With the Support of

Ihnatowycz
Family Foundation

TEMERTY
FOUNDATION

The Zaraska 
Family

Platinum Level Premium Level Gold Level

platinum SponSorS

Silver SponSorS

Bronze SponSorS

Gold SponSorS

refreShment Break
SponSorS

Leadership Stewardship Partnership
• •

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
of Saskatchewan

Orest
Prociw

media
SponSorS
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XXVI Triennial Congress  – Day 2

On the second day of the Congress, the delegates heard a 
report from the Shevchenko Foundation and participated in a 
series of working group sessions during which they developed 
resolutions that were debated and voted upon the next day.  

Two panel sessions focused on the community’s relations with 
Ukraine – an engaging and insightful session with Vasyl Bodnar, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, and Paul Grod, 
President of the Ukrainian World Congress, Ukraine and 
Ukrainians in the global context, moderated by Jurij Klufas.  

The second panel featured His Excellency Roman Waschuk, 
Canada’s outgoing Ambassador to Ukraine, and His Excellency 
Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, who 
provided a thoughtful and fascinating discussion on Canada‐
Ukraine relations.  

On Saturday night, the XXVI Triennial Congress honoured the 
recipients of the Shevchenko Medal, UCC National Leadership 
Award and UCC National Youth Leadership Award for their 
outstanding contributions to the Ukrainian Canadian 
community at the UCC Awards Banquet. 

Saturday, November 2 

Panel 3: Local Activities, National Connections roundtable discussions

Olesia Luciw‐Andryjowycz, UCC APC 
President

Saskatchewan Delegates

Alex Ilchenko, UCC National VP

Bohdana Bashuk, Executive Director 
of the Shevchenko Foundation

Delegates and guests from Ottawa at the Awards Banquet
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Дорогі Жертводавці, 
Прийміть мою щиру подяку за Вашу віддану підтримку Національного Конґресу Українців Канади. Завдяки Вам ми 
можемо продовжувати роботу, доручену нам першими розбудовниками громади. Саме Ваша підтримка дозволяє нам 
втілювати нашу місію всі ці роки. А Ваша відданість доводить що наша громада та Україна займають особливе місце у 
ваших серцях.  Дякую та Щасливих Свят! 

Яніна (Ася) Кузьма, Менеджер із Розвитку Фондів 
Dear Donors, 
Please accept my heartfelt thank you for your loyal support of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress‐National. You are the reason 
why we able to carry on the work entrusted to us by the first community builders. Your personal commitment is incredibly 
helpful and allows us to continue the UCC‐National’s mission and vision. Your dedication to us speaks volumes and shows how 
dearly you hold our community and Ukraine. Thank you and Happy Holidays! 

Janine Kuzma, Fund Development Manager­National 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at  janine.kuzma@ucc.ca or 416.524.7665  
I would be more than happy to hear from you. 

OTDzulynsky Fund, 
Pochmursky, Alexander 
Powalinsky, Rev. Fr. Patrick 
Prociw, Orest 
Shwec, Michael 
Sluzar‐MacIntyre, Brett MacIntyre & Vera 
Sochaniwsky, Andrea 
Soltykevych, Orest & Lesia 
Soltykevych, Cassian 
Stec, Myron 
Szyptur, Ann 
Tatarniuk, Myron & Beverly 
Teliszewsky, Andrij 
Trischuk, Dr.  Bernie & MaryAnn 
Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society of 
Edmonton 
Ukrainian Self Reliance Assoc. Edmonton 
Branch 
Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 
Yereniuk, Emil & Orasia 
Zakydalsky, Oksana 
Zalusky, Taras 

Friends of UCC ($500­$999) 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Chepesiuk & Perun, Dr. Martin A. 
Choptiany, Dr. Thor & Chrystyna 
Dedio, Walter 
Diakunyk, Maria 
Dmytryshyn, Dr. Rob & Natalia Lehkyj 
Dzioba, George 
Franko,  Ivan & Karen Yarmol‐Franko 
Hnatiw, Chrystyna 
Hlus, Brian & Barbara 
Holowko, Jaroslaw & Nataliya 
Hopcroft, Grant & Lily 
Hwozdulych, Boris 
Kaye, Antonet Tonya 
Klid, Dr. Bohdan & Halyna 
Kochenash, Lydia 
Kondra, Dr. Peter M & Marilyn Korzekwa  
Krzywucki, Piotr & Halina 

Дякуємо нашим донорам                                               Thank you to our Donors 

President's Cabinet  
Semenciw, Robert 
Temerty Family Foundation 
Taras Shevchenko Foundation 

President's Circle  
Fecycz, Dr. Taras 
Grod,  Adrianna & Paul 
Huculak Korotky, Roma Lydia & Victor 
Huculak, Dr. George & Elizabeth  
Ukrainian Credit Union Ltd. 

President's Club  
Andryjowycz, Yurij & Olesia Luciw 
Bachynski, Mary 
Balan, Dr. Jaroslaw & Lesia Boychuk  
Blysniuk, Greg 
Bohdan & Alexandra Bulchak Foundation 
Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 
Cholkan, Olya & Eugene 
Coba, Roman & Olena 
Czolij, Eugene & Anna 
Dmyterko, Jaroslaw 
Dmytryshyn, Dr. Rob & Natalia Lehkyj 
Dzulynsky, Myron & Dr. L. Derzko 
Grod, Dr. Jaroslaw & Olya 
Hawryluk Family Foundation, John & Ollie 
Holowka, Eugene & Halyna 
Howbold, Martin 
Jaciw, Dr. George 
Kazymyra, Nadia & George Dzioba 
Kopylech, Andrea 
Kolos, Chrystyna & Bohdan 
Luciw, Oleg 
Maleckyj, Andrew & Motria Kyzycz 
Melnyk, Tania 
Michalchyshyn, Ihor 
Myhal, Daniel 
Ochrym, George 

Kuryliw, Valentina & Ihor 
League of Ukrainian Canadians ‐ 
Edmonton Br., Casino Account 
Melnyk, Vera 
Mikolyskyj, Vasil 
Nebesio, Maria 
Petryshyn, Dr. Roman & Marusia 
Prokopetz, Dr. Sonia 
Pyskir, Myron and Lida 
Schulha, Estate of Nadia 
Slywynskyj, Roksolana and Alex 
Turko, Emily 
Woychyshyn, Zenon 

Monthly Donors  
Andryjowycz, Yurij & Olesia Luciw 
Bejzyk, Sonja 
Bykowski, Orest 
Chyczij, Alexandra 
Cunningham, P. Eng.Brent 
Dzulynsky, Myron 
Hnatiw, Chrystyna 
Holowaychuk, Donna 
Kopylech, Andrea 
Kosiw, Jim 
Krawchuk, Donna 
Kushnir, Peter & Maria 
Kuzma, Janine 
Mayer, Martha 
Monczak, Bohdanna 
Osadchuk‐Syniura, Ola 
Pitt, Michael 
Semenuik, Pauline 
Siatetska, Dzvenyslava 
Slabak, Bogdan 
Slywynskyj, Roksolana and Alex 
Sojonky, Audrey 
Soltykevych, Cassian 
Warywoda, Walter 
Yereniuk, Emil & Orasia 
Yereniuk, Roman & Anastasia 
Zakydalsky, Oksana 

Donations to the President’s Cabinet, President’s Circle, President’s Club, Friends of UCC and Monthly donors made between 
December 1, 2018­and November 13, 2019. I wish I could list all the names of our donors but unfortunately,  
we have a limited number of pages in our bulletin. Please visit our website for the full donor list.
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Стань волонтером!    
Become a Volunteer! 

You can apply by emailing us at ucc@ucc.ca  
or contacting us by phone at 1­866­842­4627

2018­2019 Financial Highlights  
UCC Charitable  & Educational Trust 

PROUD SPONSOR

Delivering Innovative Energy Solutions

Leave your legacy!   
 

Arrange your gift NOW  
to be realized in the FUTURE 

You can leave your legacy through your will ­ 
please talk to your legal advisor. If you have any 
questions please call or email Janine Kuzma, Fund 
Development Manager at 416.524.7665 or 
janine.kuzma@ucc.ca  
 
Why Give a Planned Gift to the UCC? 
4 To ensure that the work you have supported 

and believed in continues. 
4 To make sure that our community will be strong 

for many years to come. 
4 It is a tax­effective way to support the UCC – 

your estate may claim gifts in the year of death 
equal to 100 % of your net income in that year 
and the preceding year. 

 
Ways to make a Planned Gift to the UCC 
4 Bequest ­ in your will 
4 Life insurance 
4 Annuities 
4 Stocks and securities 
4 RRSPs and RRIFs 
4 Memorial gifts 
4 Charitable remainder Trust and Gifts of 

Residual Interest
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На Трирічному Конґресі вручили Шевченківські медалі та Нагороди провідництва

Під час Національного бенкету ХХVI‐го 
Трирічного Конґресу Українців Канади 
відбулось вручення Шевченківських 
медалей, Національних Нагород 
Провідництва та Нагород Молодого 
Провідника Конґресу. Більш ніж 400 
делегатів та гостей Конґресу були присутні 
на врученні нагород в Оттаві.   

Шевченківська медаль – найвище 
визнання яке надається Конґресом 
Українців Канади. Шевченківською 
Медаллю нагороджуються особи як 
українського, так і неукраїнського 
походження, а також установи та 
організації, за видатний внесок у 
розбудову українсько‐канадської громади.  

Нагорода Провідництва Конґресу 
відзначає українських канадців за їх 
видатні лідерські досягнення, які мали 
позитивний вплив на українську громаду 
та країну в цілому. 

Українсько‐канадська Нагорода Молодого 
Провідника вручається українській 
канадській молоді за лідерські досягнення 
які мали позитивний вплив на українську 
громаду та країну в цілому. 

Irena Bell (Community Development) 
Ron Cahute (Culture and the Arts) 

Canada‐Ukraine Foundation (Community Development) 
Zorianna Hrycenko‐Luhova (Community Development 

 Paul Grod (Community Development) 
Dr. Bohdan Kordan (Academics) 

Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre (Culture and the Arts) 
Oksana Rewa (Community Development) 

Dr. Oleh Romanyschyn (Community Development) 
Orest Steciw (Community Development) 

Borys Sydoruk (Community Development) 
Mary Ann Trischuk (Community Development) 
Lt. Gen (ret’d) Paul Wynnyk – (Public Service) 

Emil Yereniuk (Community Development) 

Diane Boyko 
Ryan Boyko 

Savelia Curniski 
Stefan Genyk‐Berezowsky 

Dr. Stella Hryniuk 
Nadia Prokopchuk 
Marijka Stadnyk 

Dr. Roman Yereniuk 
William Zyla 

Devon Goldie 
Paul Kodak 

Sonia Kulycky 
Lianna Makuch 
Nicole Matsalla 
Darya Naumova 

Stephanie Nedoshytko 
Volodymyr Palagniuk 

Natalya Savaryn 
Larysa Stech 

Shevchenko Medal  Recepients

Ukrainian Canadian Leadership Award of Excellence 

Ukrainian Canadian Youth Leadership Award of Excellence 
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XXVI Triennial Congress  – Day  3

The final day of the Congress, November 3, began with reports 
from Ukrainian World Congress President Paul Grod and 
Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund 
Program Manager Andrea Malysh.  

Delegates and guests of the Congress heard a captivating and 
thought‐provoking keynote address from Andriy Kulykov, who 
spoke about civil society, the media landscape, and the future 
of democratic development in Ukraine.  

The Congress then debated and adopted a series of resolutions 
that established priorities and will guide the work of the 
Congress for the next three years.  

 

OTTAWA 2019
Ukrainian Canadian Congress XXVI Triennial Congress · XXVI Трирічний Конґрес Українців Канади

Sunday, November 3 

National War Memorial

Thank you to the many enthusiastic Ottawa volunteers!

Wonderful volunteers

Halifax Delegates

Veterano Coffee

Alexandra Chyczij and Eugene Czolij Paul Grod, President of the UWC Alexandra Chyczij takes the oath as UCC President
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Nine Hetman Awards, four Exemplary Volunteer honours and one 
Executive Award were presented by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
– Alberta Provincial Council at a banquet held at St. John’s Cultural 
Centre in Edmonton, October 6. 

A special Executive Award was presented to retiring Edmonton 
Strathcona MP Linda Duncan for her support of Ukraine and our 
community. 

The Annual Hetman Awards are dedicated to the celebration of all 
volunteers who have chosen to give their time, effort and expertise in 
order to keep our Ukrainian Canadian community in Alberta strong, 
vibrant and active. 

In the Youth Category ‐ Lianna Makuch; Laryssa Szmihelsky; Mike 
Wowk. In the Adult Category:  Daria Luciw; Tim Baydala; Bohdan 
Horich;  Ulana Soletsky. In the Seniors Category: Evelyn Cook; Mary 
Bereziuk.  

The Nation Builders and Community Recognition Awards were 
presented by UCC Saskatchewan Provincial Council on October 20 in 
Regina.  

The following individuals were selected as recipients of the Nation 
Builder Award: Dr. John Kuspira; Ed Ratushny, Q.C.; Sandra Semchuk. 
The Nation Builder Award honours persons who have made 
meritorious contributions which have had a significant impact, left a 
legacy, and/or who have provided an exemplary role model to the 
Ukrainian community and/or Saskatchewan and Canada. 

The following individuals were selected as recipients of the Community 
Recognition Award:  Eddie Diakow; Naomi Lee; †John Melnyk; 
†Alexander Obarianyk; Miroslaw (Mert) Ochitwa; Janis Olesko; Aileen 
Pillipow; Ivanna Knoll; Paul Kodak.  

UCC Saskatchewan Provincial Council  
NATION BUILDERS & COMMUNITY RECOGNITION 
AWARDS

The Bulava Awards were presented by the UCC Manitoba 
Provincial Council on Sunday September 22 in Winnipeg. The 
UCC – MPC Bulava Award is dedicated to the celebration and 
acknowledgement of Manitobans and organisations who have 
volunteered their time, energy and expertise to enhance our 
Ukrainian Canadian community in Manitoba and thereby 
ensuring it remains strong, vibrant and active for future 
generations. 

The honorees for 2019 are: Vasyl Balan, Monsignor Michael 
Buyachok, Harry Lazarenko, Don Onyschuk, Maria Zajcew, 
Hoosli Ukrainian Male Chorus, Ukraine‐Kyiv Pavilion, Ukrainian 
Canadian Women's Committee, Ukrainian Cultural and 
Education Centre "Oseredok". 

UCC Manitoba Provincial Council  
BULAVA AWARDS 

Photo:  Norbert Ivan

UCC Alberta Provincial Council  
HETMAN AWARDS

UCC Manitoba website:   www.uccmb.ca
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UCC Alberta website: www.uccab.ca

UCC Saskatchewan website:  www.ucc.sk.ca

The Exemplary Volunteers honored were: Barbara Olynyk; 
Eugene Luchka; Rosemarie Nahnybida, Violet Kully. 

2019 Nation Builders & Community Recognition Awards recipients with 
Her Honour Donna Mirasty and His Honour the Honourable Russ Mirasty 
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan (centre).  
Photograph courtesy of Yuliia Nosulich (2019)
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This fall Nataliia Shevchenko, from Edmonton Alberta, competed 
as a contestant on the new CBC program “The Great Canadian 
Baking Show.” She was announced as the winner of this friendly 
competition in November. UCC spoke to Nataliia this summer as 
the competition began to learn more about her. 

UCC: Tell us about yourself, where are you from, what are your 
interests? 

NS: My name is Nataliia. Originally I’m from Ukraine, but I now 
live in Edmonton. I came to Canada 3 years ago when I married 
my husband Mike. I work as an administrative assistant and have 
a passion for baking.  I grew up in a Ukrainian family and spent 
all my childhood watching my mom and grandma baking. Very 
often I didn’t have all the ingredients that a recipe listed, but I 
could bake it anyway. Sometimes it was a complete failure, but 
most of the time my family and friends had something tasty for 
dessert.My Ukrainian heritage has a strong influence on my 
baking. I remember my grandmother baking for every holiday. 
For Christmas, it would be traditional Ukrainian braided 
Christmas bread (kolach) and poppy seed roll. For Easter, she 
would bake sweet Easter bread (Paska). Almost every second 
week she would bake at least 10 big bread loaves and pyrizhky. 
You know what else was also very interesting for me in this 
process? I wish every baker could experience this old fashioned 
bake – it was an old fashioned Ukrainian clay oven (Peech), my 
grandma used to bake all her bread goods in. Peech‐
oven bread has a unique taste and aroma, you will never achieve 
using a regular electric oven. 

UCC: What’s your favorite part of being Ukrainian Canadian? 

NS: I’m very new to Canada. But as I see Ukrainian culture has 
become a part of Alberta (Canada) culture. I’m proud to call 
Alberta my Canadian home. 

My favorite part of being Ukrainian Canadian is always to feel 
welcome. I miss my family and friends a lot, but I just need to 
turn around and I see all kinds of Ukrainian events and Festivals 
with traditional food, dancing, singing and vyshyvankas. 
Ukrainian community is proud to host and celebrate our 
Ukrainian heritage, culture and traditions. I always experience 
warmth and hospitality while enjoying meeting all people. 

13

Ukrainian Canadian wins  
the Great Canadian Baking Show
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Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK)

SUSK is pleased to announce 2020 Congress will be 
held in Toronto this coming May! This year’s 
congress will focus on nurturing the leadership 
potential and community development skills of 
students from all across Canada. We invite 
everyone interested in participating ass a delegate, 
mentor or sponsor to contact us. 

This year SUSK will releasing a Guidebook of all the 
universities across Canada that have significant 
Ukrainian communities, Ukrainian student clubs 
and Ukrainian language or history classes. This 
guide will help high school graduates make the 
right decision about which university to attend and 
ensure that new university students will still be 
able to partake in Ukrainian life on campus and 
maintain a connection to our community and 
values in their studies. 

UCC Advisory Council  
The UCC Advisory Council is comprised of prominent and exemplary 
supporters of the Ukrainian Canadian community who have 
demonstrated outstanding leadership and have made significant 
contributions to the community. Members of the Advisory Council 
are nationally recognised and respected Canadians who provide 
strategic guidance, expertise and cognitive strengths to help shape 
the current and future priorities of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community and who provide meaningful input and support to the 
UCC as the umbrella organization for one of the most dynamic and 
influential communities in Canada. 

The Advisory Council provides strategic advice to the President and 
the Executive Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.  
Advisory Council Chair:  James C. Temerty, C.M. 
Vice­Chair:  Ian Ihnatowycz 
Honourary Members:  
His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij Kalistchuk, Primate of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Canada  

Members 
Senator Raynell Andreychuk, representing Saskatchewan 
Ms. Delores Buka‐Huculak, Chairperson – Huculak Foundation 
Mr. Borys Chabursky, President – SHI Consulting 
Dr. Eugene Czolij, President – Ukrainian World Congress 
Mr. Roman S. Dubczak, Managing Director & Head of Global 
Investment Banking – CIBC World Markets 

 
 
 
Mr. Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C., President – Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Consul Lubomyr (Mir) Huculak, Honourary Consul of Ukraine in 
British Columbia 
Mr. John Iwaniura, President – Caravan Logistics Group Inc. 
Mr. Jurij Klufas, President – KONTAKT Media Group 
Ms. Olena Koszarny, Co‐founder and CEO – Horizon Capital 
Mr. Bohdan Kupych, Vice President – KM Core 
Mr. Roman Medyk, Chairman – Buduchnist Credit Union 
Mr. George Myhal, President and CEO – Partners Value 
Investments Inc 
Mr. Taras Pidzamecky, President – Ukrainian Credit Union 
Mr. Zenon Potoczny, President – Shelton Canada Corporation 
Mr. Eugene Roman, Chief Technology Officer  – Canadian Tire 
Corporation 
Mr. Arthur Sawchuk, retired chairperson – Manulife Financial 
Corporation 
Mr. Fred Shlapak, Chairman – SiGe Semiconductors 
Mr. Andre Sochaniwsky, Chairman – Ukrainian Credit Union 
Honourable Mr. Ed Stelmach, former Premier of Alberta 
Dr. Marta Witer, Ontario Association of Optometrists 
Mr. Eugene Zaraska, Chairman – ZAK Foundation 
 
To learn more about the UCC Advisory Council, its roles and 
responsibilities, please visit the Advisory Council page www.ucc.ca

SUSK at UCC Congress in Ottawa

UCC Daily Briefing on Ukraine 
Decision makers and community leaders depend on the UCC Daily Briefing.    

Subscribe at www.ucc.ca/signup

winter 2019 bulletin revised.qxp_Layout 1  2019-11-25  1:56 PM  Page 14



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
Alexandra Chyczij – National President 
Alex Ilchenko – 1st Vice President 
Olesia Luciw‐Andryjowycz – 2nd Vice President 
Ann Szyptur – Secretary 
Vince Didkovsky – Treasurer 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Paul Grod– Past President 
Zenon Potoczny – Canada‐Ukraine Chamber of Commerce (CUCC) 
Bohdan Cherniawski – Canada‐Ukraine Foundation (CUF) 
vacant – Canadian Lemko’s Association 
Eugen Duvalko – Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 
(CUIAS) 
Eugene Czolij – Council of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada 
(CUCUC) 
Oksana Kuzyshyn – League of Ukrainian Canadian Women 
Myroslava Pidhirnyj – League of Ukrainian Canadians (LUC) 
vacant – Plast Ukrainian Youth Association 
Tania Dzulynsky – Shevchenko Scientific Society 
vacant – UCC Alberta Provincial Council 
Natalie Jatskevych – UCC British Columbia Provincial Council 
Joan Lewandowsky – UCC Manitoba Provincial Council 
Bohdan Wynnyckyj – UCC Ontario Provincial Council 
Michael Shwec – UCC Quebec Provincial Council 
John Denysek – UCC Saskatchewan Provincial Council 
Taras Bahriy – UCC Toronto Branch 
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The 2019­2022 UCC  
Board of Directors 

Anna Kuprieiva – Ukrainian Canadian Bar Association 
Andrew Hladyshevsky Q.C. – Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko (UCFTS) 
Cassian Soltykevych – Ukrainian Canadian Professional & 
Business Federation (UCPBF) 
Bohdan Figol –Ukrainian Canadian Research & Documentation 
Centre 
Olya Grod –Ukrainian Canadian Social Services of Canada 
Headquarters (UCSS) 
Roman Grod – Ukrainian Can. Students’ Union (SUSK) 
vacant – Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada 
Barbara Hlus – Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
Denis Hlynka – Ukrainian Fraternal Society of Canada 
vacant – Ukrainian National Assoc. Inc. (UNA) 
Anatoliy Shatkovskyy – Ukrainian National Federation of Canada 
(UNF) 
Liza Zienchuk – Ukrainian Orthodox Youth of Canada (CYMK) 
Jars Balan – Ukrainian Self‐Reliance League of Canada (USRL/CYC) 
Slavka Sametz‐Chewchuk – Ukrainian Women’s Association of 
Canada 
Patti Latyshko – Ukrainian Women’s Organization of Canada 
Yuri Broda – Ukrainian Youth Association (CYM) 
 

AUDIT COMMITTEE  
Ms. Alanna Mysak – Chair  
Ms. Olya Sheweli – Member  
Mr. Ernest Paluck – Member – Alternate 
Mr. Borys Mykhajlets – Member  – Alternate  
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Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Congrès des Ukrainiens-Canadiens
Конґрес Українців Канади

Website: www.ucc.ca 
Email: ucc@ucc.ca 
Telephone: 1­866­942­46927

  ukrcancongress  
 @ukrcancongress 
 ukrcancongress16

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Congrès des Ukrainiens-Canadiens
Конґрес Українців Канади

Tickets: $250 per person 

available now at www.ucc.ca 

 (Tax receipts will be issued for a portion of the ticket price)

Proceeds of the evening will be dedicated to the Roman Waschuk and Oksana Smerechuk 
Fund within the UCC Charitable & Educational Trust, to support UCC Parliamentary interns 
and community development projects across Canada.

Saturday February 1, 2020

Liberty Grand Complex

25 British Columbia Rd, Exhibition Place,Toronto, ON
 

Honouring former Ambassador of Canada to Ukraine

Roman Waschuk 
and his spouse 

Oksana Smerechuk

6:00 pm 
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