
 
 
 

September 24, 2020  
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, PC, MP 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2  
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:  
 
Re: Speech from the Throne 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) followed with great interest the Speech from 
the Throne that opened the second session of the 43rd Parliament of Canada.   
 
The UCC welcomes the announcement that the Government of Canada intends to work 
with provincial and territorial governments to set national standards for long-term care. 
 
The UCC has advocated for the establishment of national standards for long-term care. 
We strongly the encourage the Government to engage widely with representatives of 
ethno-cultural communities when developing these standards.  
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, the forty Ukrainian long-term care homes across 
Canada have seen better health outcomes and higher rates of life satisfaction for 
seniors and their families than have comparable for-profit institutions. This is borne out 
by evidence-based policy studies of long-term care facilities. 
 
The UCC is ready to work with the Government of Canada to identify experts, 
stakeholders and practitioners in our community that ensure that the experience 
of these long-term care homes is integrated into the development of national 
standards for all Canadians. 
 
The UCC takes note of the announcement that the Government intends to introduce 
further support for industries that have been negatively impacted by the pandemic, 
“including cultural industries like the performing arts.”  
 
When developing this support, the UCC urges the Government to ensure that 
non-professional and community-based arts, cultural, music and dance groups 
are eligible to apply for assistance.  
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The UCC also takes note of the commitment of the Government to a Canada-wide early 
learning and childcare system.  
 
Ethno-cultural early learning programs can further support families by educating 
children in a culturally sensitive environment, helping to instill heritage language 
acquisition, and establishing meaningful connections to their communities.   
 
The UCC advocates for engagement with stakeholders and all levels of 
government to study ways in which ethno-cultural early learning can be further 
supported. 
 
We believe that the UCC, our member organizations, provincial councils, local branches 
and committees can make an important contribution to these national discussions. 
 
 
Yours truly,  
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 

 
Ihor Michalchyshyn, CEO and Executive Director 
 
 


