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UCC holds first-ever online AGM 

The UCC held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
Saturday November 7. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Annual General Meeting was held online for the first time, 
with over 80 delegates and guests in attendance.  
The UCC was especially pleased to welcome delegates 
from every UCC Provincial Council and representing 
Ukrainian communities across Canada, including from 
Moncton, NB, Dauphin, MB, and Kelowna, BC. A special 
roundtable discussion was held to discuss the work of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community in the context of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

Delegates heard reports from several member 
organizations, reviewed progress on the resolutions 
adopted by the XXVI Triennial Congress of Ukrainian 
Canadians and discussed plans for the upcoming year. 
“Our community has responded to the challenges brought 
on by the Covid-19 pandemic with unity, strength and 
purpose,” stated Alexandra Chyczij, National President of 
the UCC. “Thank you to the dedicated volunteers and 
generous donors and sponsors from coast to coast – who 
make the work of the UCC possible.” 
The UCC’s 80th anniversary project, which will highlight 
the most important themes of the work of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community from coast to coast to coast in the 
past eight decades, was launched at the AGM.  

 Join the #KoliadaCampaign online!  Follow us
 ukrcancongress  
 ukrcancongress 
 ukrcancongress

UCC AGM begins 
celebrations of  
80th Anniversary 
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andMerry Christmas

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress congratulates Eugene Czolij, 
former President of the UCC and the Ukrainian World Congress, 
on his appointment as Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Montreal. 
Mr. Czolij signed the agreement to take on the role of Honorary 
Consul on Ocober 16, 2020 in an online ceremony. 

MESSAGE FROM UCC CEO
2020 has been an exceptionally interesting year at the UCC. 
We started off with excitement and energy generated at the 
XXVI Triennial Congress. Many plans were developed for a 
busy spring and summer visiting and working with Ukrainian 
communities in the East and West of Canada. UCC organized 
and hosted the very exciting Gala honouring Roman Waschuk 
and Oksana Smerechuk in early February. In early March I 
travelled to Ukraine with Foreign Minister Champagne amid 
domestic Ukrainian political turmoil.  
Then in mid-March the Covid-19 pandemic closed Canada 
and the world. We quickly re-focused our work on responding 
to the challenges of the pandemic and listening to the needs 
of the community, our member organizations and branches. 
Working with the Executive Committee and the Board, the 
UCC staff team prepared a set of responsive measures and 
programs about which you can read in this bulletin and on our 
website.  
Having come through the spring, summer and fall I want to 
thank our exceptionally loyal donors and supporters. With 
your support we adapted to online technology, allowing us to 
offer national online programming. I became a host of regular 
webinars and through our Community Conversations we 
discussed how Ukrainian Canadian organizations across 
Canada are dealing with the pandemic and working to support 
their communities. 
Our team is excited for the year ahead when we’ll be learning 
more about our history through the UCC’s 80th anniversary 
activities. We’re asking for your assistance in finding additional 
historical photos from your family photo albums from UCC 
events and meetings of the past! Please send scanned  
photos to ucc@ucc.ca or contact our National Office at  
613-232-8822.    

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!  

Христос Рождається! Славімо Його!    

Ihor Michalchyshyn 
CEO and Executive Director 

New Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Montreal

The UCC organized Canada’s first national online 
commemoration of the Holodomor in partnership with the 
Canada Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group and the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Canada. The online broadcast took place 
Sunday November 22 with the participation of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, Leader of the Opposition Erin O’Toole and Leader 
of the New Democratic Party Jagmeet Singh, Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to Canada Andriy Shevchenko and UCC National 
President Alexandra Chyczij. 

UCC Daily Briefing on Ukraine 
Decision makers and community leaders depend 

on the UCC Daily Briefing.    
Subscribe at www.ucc.ca/signup
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The Covid-19 crisis has impacted our Ukrainian Canadian 
organizations, the cities, towns and rural communities in 
which we live, our country and our planet. Faced with the 
growing challenges of uncertainty, insecurity and risks to 
public health, the UCC’s dedicated volunteers and staff have 
been working hard to support our community. The UCC’s 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic was based on a multi-
pronged approach:   

Education 
With our National Ukrainian Education Committee, we’ve 
organized a series of webinars to help our educators and 
teachers prepare for distance and online learning. We’ve 
developed Ukrainian-language resources for teachers, parents 
and students to assist them in continuing with our youth’s 
education during this difficult time.   

Webinars and workshops for individuals and 
organizations 
We’ve worked with our community organizations and 
professionals to deliver webinars and workshops on issues 
and challenges facing organizations and individuals – providing 
presentations on legal information; resources and programs 
available to newcomers; immigration services; fundraising 
issues for organizations; issues for businesses.  

Supporting our Seniors and vulnerable members of our 
communities 
The UCC has developed a series of resources for 
organizations working to support seniors and vulnerable 
members of our community, including developing a 
informational package for organizations that are calling 
seniors to check up on them and assist them with obtaining 
groceries or medicines. We’ve supported the Canadian Blood 
Services through a national blood donation drive in our 
community.  

Staying connected and informed 
We regularly assemble and distribute widely the latest 
information in an easy-to-read and accessible online Weekly 
Covid-19 bulletin to ensure that we’re all connected and 
informed. We’re working with our community print, television 
and online media to identify experts and professionals who 
provide important information to our community.   

Advocating for our community and our organizations 
We are continually working with federal government officials 
for strong and sustained support of non-profit organizations, 
charities, arts and cultural groups and programs during this 
time of decreased revenues and the need to cancel events.  

Supporting vulnerable children in Ukraine 
We are working together with Help Us Help ̧ the Canada-
Ukraine Foundation, Meest Corporation and the Children’s 
Ombudsman of Ukraine on the COVID-19 Children’s Relief 
Initiative to provide support to children in Ukraine in need 
of basic supplies during the pandemic. The Initiative provides 
food packages and hygiene kits for children and families, 
distributed by social workers as they visit vulnerable families 
to assess the health and well-being of the children. 

 UCC response to Covid­19 

Join the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and our community organizations to find out
how they are adapting to the COVID-19 reality with the needs of the community at
the forefront.

Wednesdays, 8 PM eastern
FREE with registration - www.ucc.ca

This project has been made possible by 

UCC Manitoba Provincial Council supported Holy Family Home 

UCC Alberta Provincial Council collected food for food banks in rural Alberta



4

Форум української спільноти Атлантичної Канади 
 

У жовтні цього року Конґрес вперше провів історичні збори українців 
Атлантичної Канади!  
Хоча пандемія унеможливила особисті зустрічі, ми все ж подолали відстань 
у сотні кілометрів за допомогою онлайн технологій. Організовуючи Форум 
спільноти Атлантичної Канади ми прагнули об’єднати громаду, 
розповсюдити інформацію про існуючі ініціативи та залучити активних 
українців до роботи над ключовими питаннями збереження та поширення 
української культури та спадщини.  
До нашої зустрічі долучились представники громад президент відділу 
Конґресу в Галіфаксі Ігор Ющенко, Президент Українського Клубу в 
Монктоні  Юлія Халак, огранізатор читацького клубу Катерина 
Омельянченко, організатор української школи у Фредеріктоні Олена 
Вдовина, директор української школи в Галіфаксі Ангеліна Костюк, 
громадський діяч Богдан Луговий, керівник гурту Kubasonics Брайян Червик, 
та керівник українського танцювального гурту Анна Махалік.  
Українська громада в Атлантичних провінціях надзвичайно активна. Щороку 
можна спостерігати за різноманітними заходами серед яких День 
Вишиванки, День Незалежності України та підняття українського прапора, 
участь у мультикультурному параді, свято Миколая, українські читання та 
багато іншого.  
Варто наголосити, що усе це  – частина колосальної роботи із розбудови 
громади та підтримки української мови та культури в Канаді, яку почали ще 
перші українці які ступили на канадську землю на Pier 21 у Галіфаксі!  
Такі зустрічі доводять, що нашого цвіту – по всьому світу!  

Coast to Coast community engagement!

Згідно перепису населення Агентства 
Статистики Канади, українців у атлантичних 
провінціях досить значна кількість, ось тільки 
погляньте на дані з 2016 року: 

• 1350 у Ньюфаундленді і Лабрадорі, 
• 9115 у Новій Шотландії, 
• 3535 у Нью Брансвіку та 
• 925  на острові Принца Едварда

BC Ukrainian Canadian Provincial Elections Forum 
Issues such as multiculturalism and the arts, education, and 
support for newcomers have always been of great importance 
to our community.  
Therefore, ahead of the recent British Columbia General 
Election, our Ukrainian Canadian Congress British Columbia 
Provincial Council organized a special Ukrainian Canadian 
Provincial Elections Forum.  
Representatives of political parties in the BC Legislature have 
participated in the forum, highlighting how their policy 
platforms reflect the issues of importance to the community.  
The forum was skillfully moderated by Natalia Jatskevich, 
UCC BC Provincial President and engaged community 
representatives from Victoria to Kelowna!

Ukrainian Independence Day celebration in Moncton, NB

Ukrainian Flag Raising in Halifax, NS



A Canadian War Story

What's the driving motivation behind this project, how did it come about?  

The driving motivation was to recognize the immense contribution of 
Ukrainian Canadian men and women to Canada’s World War II military 
effort. These military members fought for Canada against Nazi, Fascist 
and Imperial Japanese tyrannies. As most of Canada’s WWII veterans 
have now passed away, it is very important that we the living recognize 
and never forget these contributions. The film is an attempt to do this 
from a Ukrainian Canadian perspective.  

The film came about through a desire of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Centre to make a documentary film 
based on interviews. It had conducted with Ukrainian Canadian veterans 
from across Canada three decades ago. Though attempts were made 
to do this documentary years ago, it was not until more recently that 
the right team was put together and funding secured from the Ukrainian 
Canadian Veterans Fund (now part of the Taras Shevchenko 
Foundation).  

What have you learned from this project about the contributions of 
Ukrainian Canadians to the war effort? 

Despite facing prejudice in the period prior to the World War II, 
Ukrainian Canadians volunteered in immense numbers for military 
service. Though we do not know the exact number of those who 
served, it is estimated to be 35,000-50,000. More than 10% of the 
Ukrainian Canadian population was in military uniform during WWII 
and they served in all branches of the military in all theatres of the war.  

Many wanted to show that they were as patriotic as any other Canadian 
by serving in Canada’s military forces. Many earned military medals and 
decorations for heroic deeds and exemplary service. 

Because of their voluntary service in such large numbers, Ukrainian 
Canadians became more accepted by mainstream Canadian society 
after the war. After the end of hostilities in Europe, many Ukrainian 
Canadian service members remained in Europe to assist refugees in 
the Displaced Persons (DP) Camps.  

What are the plans for the future of this film, will it be in festivals, online 
or available on DVD? 

Plans are rather fluid right now, due to the pandemic. We would like to 
screen it in cities and towns across the country. The DVD version will 
be available for purchase in the near future. 

Interview with Capt (Retd) Andre Sochaniwsky CD  
Capt (Retd) Andre Sochaniwsky CD is the 
President of the Ukrainian War Veterans 
Association of Canada, Canada’s oldest 
Ukrainian Canadian veterans’ organization. He 
served proudly in the Royal Canadian Air Force 
from 1984-1997. As a volunteer with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Centre, his team recently 
completed the long-awaited documentary film 
about first-hand World War II experiences of 
Ukrainian Canadian soldiers entitled  
“A Canadian War Story”.
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Merry Christmas and a
safe and happy 2021!

Вiтаємо з Рiздвом
Христовим та бажаємо
безпечного i щасливого

2021 року!

carpathia.ca

Merry Christmas and a
safe and happy 2021!

Вiтаємо з Рiздвом
Христовим та бажаємо
безпечного i щасливого

2021 року!
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2020 Parliamentary Internship 
Update 

Matthew Selinger 

Tell us more about yourself 
 
I am a fourth-generation 
Ukrainian-Canadian from 
Saskatoon, SK.  Since finishing my 
studies, I sought employment 
that matched my academic 
background. Under the strong 
recommendation of Ukrainian 
studies professors at the 
University of Saskatchewan, I 
realized that this was a program 
for which I had to apply. 
 
Why did you apply to be a UCC Parliamentary Intern, what 
interested you in this program? 
 
I want to ensure that our community’s interests are 
represented within the Parliamentary sphere and to highlight 
Canada’s need to maintain strong bilateral relations with 
Ukraine. Working for the Parliament will also allow me to gain 
professional experience before I commence a Master’s in 
International Affairs and provide the chance to network with 
those employed in the field. The UCC Internship could not be 
a better opportunity, and I am thrilled to embark on this 
journey in early 2021. 
 
Anna Bodnar  

Can you tell us about your experience as a UCC Parliamentary 
Intern? Particularly what was the impact of COVID-19? 
 
Because of the covid-19 
restrictions imposed in Ottawa, 
I had a shortened experience 
working on Parliament Hill and 
was then reallocated to learning 
the duties of my Member of 
Parliament’s constituency office 
and worked remotely. I was still 
able to handle individual 
constituent cases, participate in 
virtual committee and caucus 
calls with my MP, and gather 
applicable information about 
COVID regulations as it would 
apply to our work. Although my experience wasn’t typical, I 
was still able to learn a great amount about our Canadian 
political process and gain invaluable work experience. 

Dr. Alexander Kostenko 

Why did you apply to be a UCC Parliamentary Intern, what 
interested you in this program? 
 
Canada is a very successful 
country, thanks in large part to its 
system of government. I applied 
to the UCC Parliamentary 
Internship program because it will 
allow me to see how this system 
operates "from the inside", 
allowing me to use this 
knowledge to strengthen Canada, 
Ukraine and the world at large. 
As a physicist, I believe that the 
only way to truly understand 
something is to see how it works 
in practice. 
 
What do you hope to gain from the internship experience, what 
do you hope to learn about? 
 
Above all, I want to build on the amazing work the UCC has 
done and continues to do over many decades to uphold the 
political, cultural, social and economic interests of Ukrainian 
Canadians and of Ukraine. On a more personal level, I hope to 
leverage the experience and contacts the internship will provide 
me with into a full-time career in government, ideally in the field 
of foreign affairs. l process and gain invaluable work experience. 



Call for details:

1.800.461.0777
416.922.4407
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Звіт Голови Шкільної Ради Конґресу Українців Канади 

Тетяна Сунак, Голова Національної Української Освітньої Ради 
Конґресу Українців Канади 

2020 рік приніс нам багато випробувань. Зміни життя та праці в 
умовах світової пандемії примусили нас швидко перебудовувати 
нашу роботу на новий лад, хоча наші основні цілі і завдання 
залишаються незмінними. Ми щоденно працюємо над тим, щоб 
заохочувати до вивчення української мови, культури та історії 
щонайширші верстви української діаспори – передусім дітей та 
молодь, але також і дорослих.  

Дякуючи нашим талановитим освітянам, Національна Українська 
Освітня Рада при Конґресі Українців Канади провела понад 25 
вебінарів для учнів, вчителів і адміністраторів, в яких взяли участь 
близько тисячі українських освітян Канади і світу. 

Помітних успіхів ми досягли у роботі над покращенням обміну 
досвідом та кооперацією між вчителями українських шкіл. Навіть 
карантин не уповільнив інтенсивність нашої роботи у цьому 
напрямку. Навпаки, наші онлайн зустрічі, вебінари і конференції 
навесні та влітку були численнішими ніж у попередні роки. Наші 
заходи були ефективними і тому, ми успішно закінчили 2019-20 
навчальний рік і відкрили школи для навчання у 2020-21 навч. 
році.  

Приємно відзначити також, що робота продовжується не лише 
у напрямі освоєння нових форм навчання, але й у розвитку 
навчальних матеріалів і програм. Про це свідчать зміст весняної 
та осінньої вчительських конференцій, розмаїтий спектр уроків, 
представлених на конкурс на найкращий дистанційний урок 
цього року, а також продовження роботи над створенням 
робочої програми з історії України для українських суботніх шкіл 
та відповідних їй учбових матеріалів і підручників.  

Літній вчительський семінар, який організувала Шкільна рада 
Конґресу Українців Канади відділу Торонто за підтримки 
Національної Української Освітньої  Ради дав можливість 
вчителям ознайомитися із найкращими практиками, методами 
та підходами їхніх колег у вивченні українознавчих предметів з 
врахуванням переважаючих умов дистанційного навчання.  

В умовах карантину і віртуального навчання пошук нового, 
цікавого і захоплюючого для учнів є пріоритетним серед 
вчителів.  Під час осінніх вебінарів, учасники мали нагоду 
познайомитися із сервісами Padlet, Каhoot, FlipChart, та 
продовжити навчання використовуючи Zoom,  Google Meet і 
Google Classroom під час дистанційних занять. 

У міжнародному Конкурсі «Найкращий Дистанційний Урок», в 
якому взяли участь 56 вчителів з цілого світу, і де були 
представлені 65 дистанційних уроків, наші канадські вчителі 
стали переможцями в 8 з 17 категорій конкурсу.  Наші освітяни 
ще раз продемонстрували свою надзвичайну професійність, свій 
незламний дух і свою відданість нашим українським дітям. 

Українці вміють боротися за життя та щастя. Вони сильні своєю 
вірою, розумом, працьовитістю і любов’ю до життя. Ми впевнені 
у своєму поступі і продовжуємо працювати на славу свого 
народу та на користь прийдешніх поколінь.   

www.shkola.ucc.ca
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Dear friends / Дорогі друзі,  
It has been heartwarming to work with you this year.  Your generosity and deep commitment to our Ukrainian 
Canadian Community has played a crucial role in continuing our mission.   
Thank you for your loyalty and compassionate support, especially during these challenging times. As you know, we 
are 100% funded by donations from our community, so every gift in support of our work counts! We invite you 
to continue supporting our mission and vision of a successful and influential organization.   
We are so fortunate to have your support! Thank you!  Дуже дякуємо!  

Janine Kuzma, Fund Development Manager-National 

Hyworon, Demyan & Daria 
Ilchenko, Alex 
Jaciw, Dr. George 
Jatskevich, Nataliya 
Kazymyra, Nadia & George Dzioba 
Kalymon, Dr. Basil & Olia 
Kindiak, Mary 
Kisil, Anna 
Kolos,  Bohdan & Chrystyna 
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Shelton Canada Corp. 
Shipowick, Wesley & Lesia 
Shlapak, Fred & Irene 
Shwec, Michael 
Sluzar-MacIntyre, Vera & Brett MacIntyre 
Sochaniwsky,  Andre 
Soltykevych, Cassian & Christine Czoli 
Soltykevych, Orest & Lesia 
Stec, Myron 
Szyptur, Ann 
Teliszewsky, Andrij 
Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society of 
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Ukrainian Self Reliance Assoc. Edmonton 
Branch 
Wynnyskyj, Roman & Marika Lialka 
Waschuk, Roman & Oksana Smerechuk 
Yereniuk, Emil & Orasia 
Zalusky, Taras 

Дякуємо нашим донорам                                               Thank you to our Donors 

President's Cabinet  
Ihnatowycz Family Foundation 
Semenciw Robert 
Temerty Foundation 

President's Circle  
Cullimore, Dr. D. Roy 
Fecycz, Dr. Taras 
Huculak Korotky, Roma Lydia & Victor 
Iwanusiw, Bozhena & Oleh 
Romsa, Dr. Nancy & Dr. Jonathan 
Ukrainian Credit Union Ltd. 
 
President's Club  
Andryjowycz, Yurij & Olesia Luciw 
Association of Ukrainians Zakerzonnia 
Bachynski, Mary 
Balan, Dr. Jaroslaw & Lesia Boychuk  
Baluta, Dr. Jerry & Olia Kandia 
Bayrachny, Peter & Larissa 
Blysniuk, Greg & Tania 
Bohdan & Alexandra Bulchak Foundation 
Budyk, Nestor & Alexis Kochan-Budyk 
Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society 
Canada Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
Cholkan, Olya & Eugene 
Chewchuk, Volodymyr & Slavka Sametz-
Chewchuk 
Chyczij, Alexandra 
Cybulsky, Andrey & Daria Trojan 
Czolij, Eugene & Anna 
Dzulynsky, Myron 
Dzulynsky, Orest & Tanya 
Grod, Dr. Jaroslaw & Olya 
Grod, Paul & Adrianna 
Gludish, JoAnne 
Halkewycz, Bohdan & Maria 
Hantzsch, Michael & Petrusia 
Hawryluk Family Foundation, John & Ollie 
Holowka, Eugene & Halyna 
Holowko,Jaroslaw & Nataliya  Kostiv  
Howbold, Brent Paul & Leona 
Howbold, Martin 
Hlynka, Myron 

Friends of UCC ($500-$999) 
Bourque, Daniel 
Caisse populaire Desjardins Ukrainienne de 
Montreal 
Chepesiuk, Dr. Martin & Halyna Perun 
Choptiany, Dr. Thor & Chrystyna 
Cunningham, Brent 
Cup, Bohdan 
Dmytryshyn, Dr. Rob & Natalia Lehkyj 
Franko,  Ivan & Karen Yarmol-Franko 
Hankivsky, Basyl & Roma 
Haluk, Katya & Mary 
Hnatiw, Chrystyna 
Hopcroft, Grant & Lily 
Horbay, Wlodko &  Daria 
Hwozdulych, Boris 
Galadza, Rev. Roman & Irene 
Jacyk, Nadia 
Klid, Dr. Bohdan & Halyna 
Kochenash, Lydia 
Kondra, Petro 
Kryworuk, Peter 
Kuzma, Janine 
League of Ukrainian Canadians - Edmonton 
Branch 
Lega, Monica 
Lebed, Dr. Andre & Lydia 
Noseworthy, Valentina 
Matkiwsky, Roman 
Pyskir, Myron & Lida 
Ratajski, Eudoxi & Mary 
Semotiuk Professional Corporation 
Shwetz, Zenon 
Stebelsky, Dr. Ihor & Mrs. Annie 
Tatarniuk, Myron & Beverly 
Tarapacky, Luba & Andrew 
Tonkovich, Terry 
Viatchaninova, Ievgeniia 
Washchyshyn, Myron & Patricia 
Wiar Brick Stone LTD. 
Woychyshyn, Zenon & Christina Lukianenko 
Wynnyk, Paul 
Zajac, Ihor &  Jean 

 
All donations are listed on www.ucc.ca

We include the names of donors who have donated to the President’s Cabinet, President’s Circle, President’s Club, and Friends of the 
UCC from October 1, 2019 - November 16, 2020. 


