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Who we are 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian community. The Congress brings together under one umbrella all the 
national, provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian organizations. Together with its member organizations, the UCC has been leading, coordinating and 
representing the interests of one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.4 million) since 1940 and has been instrumental in shaping Canada’s social, 
economic and political landscape.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is non-partisan organization and does not endorse parties or candidates. The UCC presents 
the results of these surveys as part of our efforts to keep all Canadians informed about issues of importance in the 2021 
federal election. 
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UCC Survey of Party Leaders – Federal Election 2021
Ahead of Canada’s Federal Election, the UCC surveyed the leaders of Canada’s national political parties for their views and policy positions on six 
priorities of the Ukrainian Canadian community: 

1. Strengthening Canada-Ukraine Defence and Security Relations – Page 3
2. Supporting Democratic and Economic Reform in Ukraine – Page 13
3. Ensuring Security and Dignity for Seniors – Page 16
4. Welcoming Newcomers to Canada – Page 22
5. Helping Our Communities and Culture Flourish – Page 29
6. Fighting Online Hate and Disinformation – Page 39
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Canada and Ukraine have a rich history, Canada was the first western country to recognize Ukraine’s independence in 1991 and we 
have enjoyed a close relationship since. Canada will continue to support Ukraine, including leading international support for Ukraine 
in the face of Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea and its support for insurgents in eastern Ukraine. Over the past 6 years, the 
Liberal government has remained committed to furthering Ukraine’s goals for greater Euro-Atlantic integration. We also support 
securing Ukraine’s future as a democratic, rules-based state that delivers security, prosperity, and freedom for all of its citizens. 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau met the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, ahead of the Prime Minister’s participation in the 
G7 Summit and NATO Summit to reiterate Canada’s continuing support for Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations.
Moreover, under Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s leadership since 2019, Canada and the United Kingdom have shared the role of 
NATO Contact Point Embassy (CPE) in Kyiv, where we support NATO’s partnership and public diplomacy activities. Canada also 
supports the NATO-Ukraine Joint Working Group on Defence Reform through the delivery of language training, staff officer training 
and peacekeeping training for Ukrainian military and civilian personnel. A re-elected Liberal government would make our 
commitment to democracy and human rights a core strategic priority by expanding fast and flexible support for fragile and emerging 
democracies, increasing Canada’s diplomatic presence in regions of strategic importance, and working more closely with democratic 
partners like Ukraine to promote open, transparent, and inclusive governance around the world.

The bonds between Canadians and Ukrainians can never be broken. Canada was the first Western nation to recognize Ukraine’s 
independence after the fall of the Soviet Union. The previous Conservative government led international support for Ukraine after 
Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine and illegally annexed Crimea. Canada’s Conservatives will never recognize the illegal annexation of 
Ukrainian territory. We will provide Ukraine with defensive military aid, including enhanced Canadian assistance to NATO training for 
Ukrainian armed forces. Under a Conservative government, Canada will continue to proudly share the role of NATO Contact Point
Embassy in Kyiv with the United Kingdom. This will include Canada’s ongoing support for the NATO-Ukraine Joint Working Group on 
Defence Reform through the delivery of language training, staff officer training and peacekeeping training for Ukrainian military and 
civilian personnel.

New Democrats support Ukraine’s effort to seek a Membership Action Plan to guide modernization and reforms as required to join 
NATO. 

1. Does your party support Ukraine’s membership in NATO? Will your party work to ensure that a NATO 
Membership Action Plan for Ukraine is accelerated? 
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With foreign threats and interference on the rise and the impact of authoritarian trends more widespread, now 
more than ever, it's time to place the promotion of democracy, human rights, and rule of law at the centre of our 
foreign policy. We stand with citizens and activists around the world who are risking their safety to demand 
democratic rights and freedoms and will continue to promote democracy and human rights alongside civil 
society and international partners.
Under our Strong, Secure, Engaged and Inclusive platform, the Liberal Party of Canada announced our intention 
to remain a leading contributor to NATO operations, including by extending Canada’s support to Ukraine and 
opposition to Russian aggression, through Operation UNIFIER. We will continue to help extend the scope and 
impact of Op Unifier as conditions permit and will also extend Operation Reassurance in Eastern Europe and 
maintain Canada’s regular participation in NATO’s aerial and maritime patrol operations.

Yes, Canada’s Conservatives support intensifying and expanding Operation UNIFIER, Canadian Armed Forces’ 
military training and capacity-building mission in Ukraine, supplying Ukraine with lethal weapons and reinstating 
the provision of RADARSAT imagery.

New Democrats believe that Canada should consider extending Operation UNIFIER, which has provided 
instrumental training to increase the capacity and capability of Ukrainian Security Forces and sends a strong 
message to Russia that Canada supports Ukrainian territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

2. Does your party support the extension of Operation UNIFIER, Canada’s military training mission in Ukraine 
past March 2022? Does your party support increasing the scope of Operation UNIFIER?
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To strengthen Ukraine’s military capabilities, the Liberal government has deployed 200 current CAF members 
under Operation UNIFIER, who have trained more than 12,500 members of Ukraine’s Security Forces since the 
mission began in 2015. We also contributed a senior representative to Ukraine’s Defence Reform Advisory Board. 
This representative provides strategic advice on defence reform to Ukraine’s Minister of Defence and senior 
officials.

Yes, a Conservative government will restore the provision of RADARSAT-2 data to Ukraine,which is currently 
denied by the Liberal government.

New Democrats support Canada’s commitment to provide non-lethal military aid to Ukraine and believes that 
selling arms to Ukraine would increase the risk of escalation and is unlikely to deter Russian aggression. 

3. Does your party support:
a) the provision by Canada and NATO of real-times satellite imagery and intelligence to Ukraine on 
Russian military movements?
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In 2017, we added Ukraine to the Automatic Firearms Country Control List, to allow Canadian companies and 
individuals to apply for permission to export prohibited weapons and other equipment to Ukraine to help protect 
its territorial sovereignty. Canada also supplies Ukraine with non-lethal military gear, including: communications 
systems used for field operations; a mobile field hospital; explosive disposal equipment; medical kits used for 
military field operations; night vision goggles.

Under Canada's support to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s Special Monitoring Mission 
in Eastern Ukraine, Canadian experts have supported activities such as ceasefire monitoring and patrolling, 
monitoring through technologies (UAV, cameras, and GIS), political analysis and reporting and mission operations 
and planning.

Yes, a Conservative government will supply Ukraine with defensive weapons and continue the Canadian Armed 
Forces’ military training and capacity-building mission in Ukraine.

New Democrats support Canada’s commitment to provide non-lethal military aid to Ukraine and believes that 
selling arms to Ukraine would increase the risk of escalation and is unlikely to deter Russian aggression. 

3. Does your party support:
b) the provision by Canada of defensive weapons to Ukraine in the form of military-to-military assistance?
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A re-elected Liberal government would expand collaboration and information sharing with Canadian partners 
and across all levels of government with respect to addressing security risks in foreign research and investment 
partnerships. We would continue to work with partners like Ukraine to hold Iran accountable for the illegal 
shootdown of PS752 and continue to provide support to the families and loved ones of the victims as they fight 
for justice and reparations. We will also continue to advance Canada’s Safer Skies Initiative, to prevent such tragic 
events in the future.

Yes, a Conservative government, in partnership with our NATO allies, support the strengthening of Ukraine’s 
naval and air defence capacities.

We are willing to work within NATO to explore ways that NATO can further assist in enhancing Ukraine’s defence
capabilities. 

3. Does your party support:
c) working with NATO allies to strengthen Ukraine’s naval and air defence capacities? 
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The Liberal Party of Canada firmly supports Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and condemns Russia’s 
destabilizing behaviour in Ukraine, including the use of energy as a weapon. We share the concerns of the US 
(Link) and other partners about the risks posed by the pipeline to the security and independence of Ukraine and 
NATO. Should Russia attempt to use energy as a weapon or commit further aggressive acts against Ukraine, a 
Liberal government will take measures along with allies, including sanctions, to impose costs on Russia. We will 
continue to raise concerns about the risks posed by the weaponization of the Nord Stream II pipeline with our 
allies and will ensure that Ukraine’s voice is represented in discussions on the operationalization of the pipeline 
and the future of European energy security.

Conservatives share the concerns that have been expressed by many, including the U.S. State Department, with 
respect to the Nord Stream II pipeline increasing Europe’s energy dependency on Vladimir Putin’s Russia. This 
pipeline also represents an obvious threat to NATO’s energy security. Conservatives are skeptical that Putin will 
live up to his obligations in the U.S.-Germany agreement which allowed for the completion of Nord Stream II, and
expect swift action to be taken if, and likely when, Putin violates this agreement. Finally, we believe that Canada 
has an opportunity to expand upon the success of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement and work with the 
Government of Ukraine to secure Ukraine’s energy security.

A NDP government is committed to closely examining this issue and working with other like-minded nations and 
allies to stand up against Russia’s expansionist behaviour. 

4. What is your party’s position on the Nord Stream II pipeline? Will your party work with the US Congress and 
European states to ensure that Nord Stream II does not become operational?
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To date, the Liberal government's robust sanctions regime against Russia under the Special Economic Measures 
Act has helped to communicate a clear message to Russia that Canada will not accept that ongoing gross and 
systematic human rights violations continue to take place at the hands of the Russian state with impunity and to 
impose consequences on Russia for its ongoing disregard for human rights and the rule of law.
Working with G7, NATO, and like minded partners, we pledge to develop and expand collective responses to 
arbitrary detention, economic coercion, cyber threats, foreign interference in democratic processes, and 
egregious violations of human rights and violations of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity, including 
through the use of sanctions.
A re-elected Liberal government will support the establishment of an International Anti-Corruption Court which 
could work alongside the newly envisioned Canada Financial Crimes Agency to prevent corrupt officials and 
authoritarian governments from raiding the resources of their citizens and impeding development.

The previous Conservative government led the world in sanctioning individuals and entities that are tied to 
Putin’s government after the invasion of sovereign Ukrainian territory in 2014. In opposition, the Conservatives 
introduced and passed Canada’s Magnitsky sanctions law, which has allowed the government to sanction 
Russia’s worst human rights offenders. The Liberal government initially opposed our legislation. With respect to 
the SWIFT international payments system, Conservatives will always consider further measures to hold Putin’s 
regime accountable for its military aggression against Ukraine, and are committed to working with our allies in
the U.S. and EU to make it clear that we must never accept Russia’s violation of Ukraine’s sovereign territory.

New Democrats believe that targeted sanctions against Russia may be necessary to curb Russian aggression and 
will not hesitate to reassess our sanctions policy against Russia as the circumstances dictate. 

5. Will your party strengthen Canadian sectoral sanctions on Russia’s economy? Does your party support the 
removal of Russia from the SWIFT International Payments System? 
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Since Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014, Canada has sanctioned more than 440 individuals and 
entities. As the Honourable Marc Garneau, Minister of Foreign Affairs, stated in March 2021 with the 
announcement of new sanctions on individuals and entities involved in the illegal annexation of Crimea, “For 7 
consecutive years, Russia has systematically ignored calls from the international community to end
its violations of Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and international law… [W]e stand ready to take 
further measures with our allies and partners as required.” These measures include Magnitsky sanctions and we 
will explore their increased use.

A Conservative government will make greater use of Canada’s Magnitsky sanctions law to hold Vladimir Putin’s 
regime accountable. We would also demand justice and compensation for the families of victims of the downed 
Ukrainian Airlines flight PS752, applying Magnitsky sanctions and pursuing legal avenues against those
responsible.

We are very concerned about the detention of Ukrainian citizens in Russia and Russia-occupied Crimea. A New 
Democrat government will use Magnitsky sanctions where appropriate to hold Russia accountable for human 
rights violations. 

6. Will your party use the authority in the Magnitsky Act to impose sanctions on Russian officials responsible for 
the violation of the human rights of Ukrainian citizens being held illegally in Russia and Russian-occupied 
Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk?
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With authoritarianism, geopolitical competition, and foreign interference on the rise, safeguarding Canada’s 
national and economic security requires strong action both at home and abroad. We will continue to implement 
domestic measures to protect Canadians and work closely with our friends, allies, and partners to respond to 
illegal and unacceptable behaviour by authoritarian states, including China, Russia, and Iran. We will work with 
international partners and Canada’s security agencies to ensure that
terrorist organizations that threaten the security, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine are held 
accountable for their actions.

Whether it’s his support for Assad’s Syria or political assassinations undertaken on the soil of our allies like the 
United Kingdom, it is clear that Vladimir Putin has engaged in blatantly criminal activity which has led to 
countless civilian deaths. Any such designation that would severely impact diplomatic relations with Russia has 
to be undertaken only after close and deliberate consultations with Canada’s allies in the US and EU. With 
respect to Putin’s puppet republics on sovereign Ukrainian territory, Conservatives do not recognize their 
legitimacy in any way, shape, or form, and will closely consider further measures that would further isolate them 
from the international community.

The list of terrorist entities is maintained by the Department of Public Safety, upon the advice of the Minister and 
based on criminal and other intelligence. New Democrats are committed to upholding the integrity of that 
processes. 

7. Will your party designate the Russian Federation a state supporter of terrorism and list the so-called Donetsk 
and Luhansk “Peoples’ Republics” as terrorist organizations? 
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Through the Feminist International Assistance Policy, the Liberal government has made historic investments to improve the lives of vulnerable 
persons. A re-elected Liberal government will increase Canada’s international development assistance every year towards 2030 to realize the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. We will also donate at least 200 million vaccine doses to vulnerable populations around the 
world through COVAX by the end of 2022 and provide additional funding to support enhanced testing and production capacity in developing 
countries. In July 2018, the Liberal government committed $50 million ($35 million for development assistance) annually in support to Ukraine, 
focusing on: socio-economic programs across the country; building a strong and accountable democracy; contributing to peace and security in 
Ukraine and the region as a whole. Our bilateral development assistance aims to contribute to a more democratic, stable and prosperous 
Ukraine. A re-elected Liberal government would double our funding to grassroots women’s rights organizations and continue to make significant 
investments in comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services as well as the global care economy. We would also enable staff at 
Canada’s embassies around the world, including in Kyiv, to support the work of feminists, LGBTQ2 activists, and human rights defenders by 
quadrupling our annual investment in the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives.

When Conservatives were last in power, between January 2014 and the 2015 Federal Election, Canada announced more than $568 million in 
financial assistance to Ukraine. This included:
• $400 million in loan assistance;
• $97 million in bilateral development assistance to promote economic growth;
• $35.5 million in bilateral development assistance to advance democracy, human
rights, rule of law and to support civil society;
• $3 million to support humanitarian assistance;
• $12.1 million to support monitoring missions and elections observation;
• $20 million in security assistance.
If elected, Canada’s Conservatives will build on this legacy of providing support to Ukraine.

A New Democrat government is committed to more than doubling Canada’s global aid contributions from 0.3% of GNI to 0.7% of GNI. We 
believe that Ukraine deserves Canada’s whole-hearted support as it works to reform and modernize its democracy and we believe that Canada 
is uniquely positioned to provide economic, political and diplomatic support, by deepening people-to-people contacts and providing assistance 
to Ukraine’s institutions. New Democrats will continue and consider increasing development and socio-economic assistance to Ukraine as needs 
arise. 

1. Does your party support the continued commitment of $50 million annually of Canadian support for 
development and socio-economic assistance to Ukraine? Does your party commit to increasing this amount of 
assistance as needs arise? 
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During the 2021 Ukraine Reform Conference in Vilnius, Lithuania, Minister Garneau emphasized the importance of anchoring 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and independence in strong institutions and a strong democratic process, which can only be achieved through 
the continued implementation of reforms. He commended Ukraine for the progress made so far, notably toward decentralization, 
and the greater effectiveness, accountability and transparency of Ukraine’s parliament. He also stressed the need for continued 
reforms to reinforce the rule of law, secure the independence and integrity of the judiciary and fight corruption.
Through our development and security programming the Liberal government has supported Ukraine reform priorities such as 
constitutional, electoral, judicial, anti-corruption, decentralization and social policy reforms. In 2019, Canada co-hosted the third 
Ukraine Reform Conference with Ukraine in Toronto, Ontario, which brought together partners from 37 countries to support 
Ukraine’s reform process and its path to Euro-Atlantic integration.
A re-elected Liberal government would establish a Canadian Centre for Peace, Order and Good Government to expand the 
availability of Canadian expertise and assistance to those seeking to build peace, advance justice, promote human rights, inclusion, 
and democracy, and deliver good governance, including on issues such as economic reform. Canada will also continue to defend the
right to free expression and oppose the mistreatment or arbitrary detention of journalists, building on the Media Freedom Coalition 
that we established with the UK.

Yes. This is one reason why the previous Conservative government began the negotiations for the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement. Canada and Ukraine have a deeply rooted historical relationship, and building a strong trade partnership is key to 
supporting Ukraine’s economy and market competition. This agreement will support the economic reform and development efforts 
of the Government of Ukraine, strengthen the Canada-Ukraine partnership for peace and prosperity, and help pave the way for long-
term security, stability, and broad-based economic development in Ukraine.

A New Democrat government is committed to continue supporting Ukraine in economic and political reforms and encouraging de-
monopolization. 

2. Will your party support efforts to de-monopolize Ukraine’s economy and encourage fair market competition 
in Ukraine? 

15



16



The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a profound impact on the health and well-being of Canadians living in long-term care (LTC) 
and retirement homes and has impacted access to end-of-life care.
The Liberals have a strong record of working cooperatively with their provincial and territorial partners and have a new $9 billion plan 
that will deliver better care for Canadians in long-term care. Additionally, in 2022, we are renegotiating homecare agreements with 
provinces and territories to improve access to homecare and transitions to long term care and palliative care.
The Liberal government has been at the table with the Standards Council of Canada (SCC), Health Standards Organization (HSO),
Canadian Standards Association (CSA Group) and willing provinces and territories to collaborate on the development of two new
complementary National Standards for Long-Term Care. The CSA and HSO are engaged in a broad consultation to ensure that the 
standards will be shaped by the needs of residents, families, and Canada’s LTC workforce.
In addition to participating in the Standards Development process led by the experts at HSO and CSA, we will work with partners to 
introduce a Safe Long-term Care Act that ensures standards of care are upheld across the country.

We will invite the provinces to work with us to develop a set of best practices for long-term care homes. Like the National Building 
Code, this will provide guidance for provinces without intruding on their jurisdiction. However, we will work with all provincial 
governments who want to commit to this important project and encourage all provinces to incorporate the results into provincial law.
In the meantime, we will help seniors receive the care they need by fixing long-term care. Canada’s Conservatives will devote $3
billion of infrastructure funding over the next three years to renovate long-term care homes in all provinces and territories across 
Canada to improve the care that residents receive. We will encourage partnerships with missiondriven non-profits that have 
historically provided a significant amount of long-term care.

The NDP is committed to bringing long term care under public ownership, starting with the federally-owned long term care company
Revera. We will work collaboratively with patients, caregivers, and provincial and territorial governments to develop national care
standards for home care and long-term care, regulated by the same principles as the Canada Health Act. 

1. Does your party support the development and implementation of national standards for long-term care? 
Does your party commit to engaging with representatives of ethnocultural communities in developing national 
standards for long-term care? 
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Canadians place a high premium on taking care of one another. Over the last year, the demands on
Canadians, particularly women, who care for family members, whether adult children, aging parents, or a
sick relative, have been incredibly high. We believe a government should support the Canadians who take
care of our families and communities. This is why a re-elected Liberal government will expand the Canada
Caregiver Credit into a refundable, tax-free benefit. This will help 200,000 more Canadians qualify, and
increase support for 448,000 people. It will also make the Canada Caregiver Credit refundable, allowing
caregivers to receive up to $1,250 per year.

As Canada’s population ages, the demand for long-term care and home care is skyrocketing. One way that we can 
help ensure that those who need care get it is to ensure that those who wish to stay in their own homes or live 
with relatives can do so. More and more Canadians are looking to stay in their own home as they age or live with 
their kids. Canada’s Conservatives want to help people be able to make this choice.
Canada’s Conservatives will help seniors stay in their own homes by:
• Amending the Home Accessibility Tax Credit by increasing the limit from $10,000 per dwelling to $10,000 per 
person.
• Allow seniors or their caregivers, including their children, to claim the Medical Expense Tax Credit for home care 
instead of only allowing them to claim attendant care if they live in a group home.
We will also help Canadians who are taking care of their parents and help seniors avoid having to live in long-term 
care homes by introducing the Canada Seniors Care Benefit, paying $200 per month per household to any 
Canadian who is living with and taking care of a parent over the age of 70.

Yes 

2. Does your party support enhancing the Canada Caregiver Credit for family caregivers and expanding the EI 
Compassionate Care benefits for those caring for seriously ill and/or older family members?
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The Liberal Party is committed to reducing out-of-pocket costs for medications. We are committed to 
pharmacare and have begun work with the provinces, territories and stakeholders to advance the 
implementation of national universal pharmacare so that Canadians have the drug coverage they need.
Most recently, the Liberal government took a significant first step in launching its first pharmacare demonstration 
initiative in partnership with Prince Edward Island. Through this initiative, PEI and its residents will see the 
expansion of the drugs covered by public plans and improved affordability of drug plans. This initiative will 
provide important insights to inform the implementation of national universal pharmacare in other willing 
provinces and territories.
A re-elected Liberal government will continue this important work so that Canadians have the drug coverage 
they need. This includes establishing a Canadian Drug Agency, a national formulary (the list of drugs covered) and 
a national strategy for drugs for rare diseases.

A Conservative government will partner with pharmaceutical companies to create a more fair and balanced 
regulatory market for them to operate in, while encouraging greater investment into research and development. 
The Trudeau Government's handling of the Patented Medicine Price Review Board (PMPRB) - the regulatory 
body that polices drug prices in Canada - has been an absolute failure which has created a hostile environment 
for pharmaceutical companies. A Conservative government will stabilize the government’s relationship with 
pharmaceutical companies operating in Canada to ensure that Canadians have access to the drugs that they 
need.

The NDP is the only party which has presented a fully costed pharmacare in their platform. The Liberal party has 
been promising pharmacare for 24 years and have not provided any funding for it in their costing. An NDP 
government would ensure that all Canadians are able to get the medication they need without paying out of 
pocket. 

3. Will your party work with stakeholders and provincial/territorial governments to limit out-of-pocket costs for 
medication for seniors? 

19



Economic recovery is about equipping Canadians with the skills they want and need to be able to earn a
good living. Since 2015, we have created opportunities for seniors to be more connected, supported, and
active members of their communities by investing an additional $20 million a year in the New Horizons for
Seniors Program. We have also introduced the Canada Training Credit (CTC), which is a new refundable
tax credit to help Canadians with the cost of eligible training fees.
A re-elected Liberal government will introduce a Career Extension Tax Credit to help seniors who want to
stay in the workforce, stay in the workforce. The tax credit will let people 65 and over, who earn a working
income, reduce their taxes. Seniors who earn a minimum of $5,000 at their jobs will be able to eliminate
tax payable on a portion of their income and receive a tax credit of up to $1,650. On top of this, we will
continue to deliver on our $80 million investment to train workers for green jobs and grow opportunities
to reskill energy workers through a just transition.
To help seniors navigate government services and access all the benefits they are entitled to, a re-elected
Liberal government will introduce a 1-800 help line for seniors to provide a single point of access to a wide
range of government services and benefits.

Canada’s Conservatives have pledged to create the Working Canadian Training Loan to provide low-interest loans 
of up to $10,000 to people who want to upgrade their skills, which could include seniors already in the 
workforce.

Yes

4. Does your party support the development of skills training programs for seniors who want to retrain or 
upgrade skills in order to remain in the labour force? 
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The Liberal government recognizes the important contributions many seniors make by giving back to their
communities through volunteering. Through measures like the National Seniors Council, National
Seniors Day, and Canada's Volunteer Awards, we will continue to recognize and reward the unique
contributions of seniors, including seniors engaged in community service.

Canada’s Conservatives will keep fighting for older Canadians because they are the backbone of our 
communities. Volunteer work is extremely important for communities from coast to coast to coast.

Our communities are stronger and more vibrant thanks to the support of volunteers. An NDP government would 
proudly collaborate with older adults and seniors in order to recognize their contributions to growing our society. 

5. How will your party formally recognize the volunteer work that older Canadians undertake? 
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The Liberal Party of Canada believes that diversity is our strength. That’s why the Liberal Party wants to
build a Canada that welcomes and celebrates all cultures and all people. A re-elected Liberal government will 
continue working with community-based ethnocultural organizations to ensure policies, including services for 
newcomers, are responsive to the needs of those who use these services.
Over the past six year we have worked hard to reverse damaging Conservative policies that led to delays
and deep cuts to immigration levels. We know immigration is important for economic growth and have
worked to increase immigration levels, reduce wait times, and build a fairer system. We have significantly 
increased our investments in the settlement services that are provided to newcomers because we recognize that 
developing strong community-based supports is a vital pillar of our immigration system’s success. We work with 
more than 500 organizations across Canada, including service providers that work specifically to provide support 
to Ukrainian immigrants and will continue to if re-elected.

Some of the best services to integrate new Canadians come from community-based
organizations and a Conservative government will continue to work with them and to provide funding.

Yes. People are struggling to get work in their field of expertise, causing stress for their families as they struggle 
to make ends meet and to fulfill their potential. We will expand access to services, especially language training 
(LINC), and expand youth programs and mentorship opportunities for settlement and services. 

1. Does your party commit to working with community-based ethnocultural organizations when developing 
services for newcomers? 

23



A re-elected Liberal government will explore how we can increase access to government information in more 
languages.

Canada’s Conservatives will work to make government information accessible to all Canadians, including 
Ukrainian Canadians. We will also significantly reduce the federal government’s spending on advertising with big 
foreign tech companies and instead direct federal ad dollars to Canadian media, including ethnic media outlets, 
who play an important role in keeping Canadians informed.

Yes 

2. Will your party dedicate more resources into translating important federal government documents, directives 
and information into as many languages as possible, including Ukrainian? 
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While foreign credential recognition falls under the purview of provinces and territories, we have implemented 
new federal programming to help newcomers get their international certificates and licenses recognized faster. 
This includes new funding and supports through the Foreign Credential Recognition Program, and cross-Canada 
collaboration to address barriers faced by newcomers through the Pan-Canadian Framework for the Assessment 
and Recognition of Foreign Qualifications. 
Our proposed Trusted Employer system will streamline the application process for Canadian companies hiring 
temporary foreign workers to fill labour shortages that cannot be filled by Canadian workers.
Similarly, we will grow and improve the Global Talent Stream program by simplifying permit renewals,
upholding the 2-week processing time, and establishing an employer hotline, to allow Canadian
companies to attract and hire highly skilled workers.

Yes, Canada’s Conservatives will immediately launch a Credential Recognition Task Force to develop new timely 
and appropriate credential recognition strategies. One area this task force will study is credential pre-
qualification - allowing people in other countries to acquire Canadian-standard proficiency through accredited 
institutions overseas or distance learning with Canadian institutions.

Yes. That’s why a New Democrat government will make sure that our immigration policies and levels meet 
Canada’s labour force needs and recognize people’s experiences, contributions, and ties to Canada. We will work 
with the provinces to address gaps in settlement services and improve foreign credentials recognition 

3. Will your party work to streamline professional accreditation and recertification for new Canadians? 
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The Liberal government pioneered new pathways to permanent residence and work permits, including the 
recent program for 90,000 essential workers and international graduates, as well as the ground-breaking Global 
Skills program for high-skilled international talent.
Building on this record, a re-elected Liberal government will, among many immigration-related
innovations, reform economic immigration programs to expand pathways to permanent residence for temporary 
foreign workers and former international students through the Express Entry points system.
We will build on the Economic Mobility Pathways Pilot and work with employers and communities across Canada 
to welcome 2,000 skilled refugees to fill labour shortages in in-demand sectors such as health care.
A re-elected Liberal government will also make the citizenship application process free for permanent residents 
who have fulfilled the requirements needed to obtain it.

Canada’s Conservatives have a comprehensive plan to strengthen Canada’s immigration system. We will tackle 
administrative backlogs by:
• Creating an efficiency mechanism, where those waiting for their application to be reviewed can pay a fee for 
expedited processing.
• Working to identify underutilized resources and ensure that our processing capacity is used to its full potential.
• Simplifying and streamlining application processes, reducing red tape, and eliminating duplication.
To ensure that those who enter Canada as low-skilled workers, as justified by concrete labour market data, are 
treated fairly, Canada’s Conservatives will establish a path to permanence. We will do so by allowing employers 
to sponsor applications for permanent residency.

The NDP believes that if someone is good enough to work here, they are good enough to stay here. We believe 
that migrants within Canada should be regularized and that temporary residence pathways should be phased 
into a system that provides permanent residence status on arrival into Canada. Migrant workers on temporary 
status are unable to assert their basic human rights due to the power imbalance inherent with temporary status. 
This must change. 

4. Does your party support creating new pathways and expanding existing pathways to permanent residence, 
including through granting less restrictive work permits? 
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In January, the Liberal government announced the establishment of a new Canada–Ukraine Mobility Working 
Group to identify and improve mobility opportunities for Ukrainians seeking to come to Canada, once COVID-19 
restrictions are removed, while continuing to ensure the integrity of our respective migration and visa 
frameworks. This mobility working group is a unique partnership between the Canadian and Ukrainian 
governments that will let Canada and Ukraine share best practices on migration management, increase 
recruitment, promote Canada’s economic immigration programs and further strengthen cooperation on 
migration-related matters.
As the Honourable Marco Mendocino, Minister of Immigration, stated, “Through generations of
Ukrainians who have made Canada their home, the Ukrainian-Canadian community continues to make 
outstanding contributions to Canada’s economy. The unique partnership that we are announcing today will serve 
to further strengthen the deep-rooted, people-to-people ties between our two countries.”

Yes, a Conservative government will allow visa-free travel for Ukrainians visiting Canada.

Yes, and we have called on the current government repeatedly to take this step 

5. Does your party support the development of clear roadmap for visa-free travel to Ukrainian citizens travelling 
to Canada on short-term visits? 
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The Liberal government implemented the innovative and game-changing Global Skills program that features 
faster application processing, work permit exemptions and enhanced customer service. This includes a dedicated 
service channel for employers who are seeking to make an investment in Canada. A re-elected Liberal 
Government will grow and improve this unique program by simplifying permit renewals, upholding a 2-week 
processing time, and establishing an employer hotline.

The Conservative party favours strengthened business ties with Ukrainian businesses and will seek to reduce 
regulatory barriers as much as possible.

Yes 

6. Does your party support allowing inter-company personnel transfers for Ukrainian businesses seeking to 
open branches in Canada? 
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Arts and culture draw us together and help tell us who we are. We have committed $1.9 billion to support the 
arts, culture, heritage, and sport sectors through the pandemic and help them recover. We created a $200-
million two-year Major Festivals and Events Support Initiative that will help keep flagship Canadian festivals and 
events alive and ready when all visitors can come back.
A re-elected Liberal government will launch a new Arts and Culture Recovery Program that will match ticket sales 
for performing arts, live theatres, and other cultural venues to compensate for reduced capacity. We will extend 
COVID-related insurance coverage for media production stoppages to support 150,000 Canadian jobs and 
implement a COVID-19 transitional support program to provide emergency relief to out-of-work artists, 
craftspeople, creators, and authors who are primarily self-employed or independent contractors. To catalyze 
these efforts, we will hold a summit, within the first 100 days, on plans to restart the industry.
To support Canadian music, film and television, we will take measures such as permanently increasing funding to 
Telefilm Canada by $50 million; supporting Canadian television productions by doubling the government 
contribution, over three years, to the Canada Media Fund; and ensuring better and stable funding for the music 
sector by increasing the annual contribution to the Canada Music Fund to $50 million by 2024-2025.

Canada’s Conservatives recognize the important contribution of community-based arts, cultural, musical and 
dance groups in communities across the country. We will support these activities wherever we can.

Yes. We think that artists should be able to earn a decent living from their art and that government has an 
important role to play in making sure that a diversity of Canadian voices tell our stories. Recognizing the special 
challenges faced by people who make a living in the arts and culture industry, we’ll make life more affordable by 
putting in place income tax averaging for artists and cultural workers. 

1. Will your party introduce federal funding opportunities for which non-professional and community-based 
arts, cultural, musical and dance groups will be eligible? 
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Through the pandemic, the Liberal government helped over 150,000 businesses, charities, nonprofits, and other 
organizations afford rent, mortgage, and other expenses. In Budget 2021, we also announced $400 million for a 
Community Services Recovery Fund to specifically help charities and non-profits recover from the pandemic, and 
adapt and modernize so they can best support the economic recovery in our communities.
A re-elected Liberal government will also expand borrower eligibility for the Canada Small Business Financing 
Program to include non-profit and charitable social enterprises. Expanding borrower eligibility of the Canada 
Small Business Financing Program to include non-profit and charitable social enterprises will not only benefit 
women —who represent 80% of those working in the sector —but it will also contribute to the growth of 
organizations working on poverty reduction, systemic racism, or accessibility, serving Indigenous peoples, 
LGBTQ2+ people, newcomers or racialized Canadians, and people with disabilities.

Canada’s Conservatives recognize the hard work that charities and non-profits do for Canadians. Never has their 
vital work been more evident than over the last year, as so many Canadians have lost their jobs and needed 
assistance. To boost charitable donations, Canada’s Conservatives will increase the disbursement quota for 
charitable foundations to 7.5 per cent to unlock billions of dollars built up tax-free in foundations and put this 
money to work to help Canadians.

Yes 

2. Does your party support enhancing the charitable donation tax credit? If elected, will your party work with 
municipalities to provide relief for non-profits and charities on property tax payments? 
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Women make up most of the front-line health care, long-term care, child care, and education workforce— exposing them to greater risk of infection. 
Racialized and immigrant workers are particularly affected. Getting everyone vaccinated and creating healthier indoor environments allows us to keep our 
frontline workers—mostly women—as safe as possible. Equitable access to the full range of quality health care services mitigates health inequities resulting 
from differences in the social, geographical, and economic status. Our plan to make significant investment in mental health will directly benefit all Canadians 
and provide a heightened benefit to those who faced barriers due to cost or availability.
What is more, our investment to raise the wages of personal support workers will disproportionately benefit racialized women who make up a third of the 
profession. Racialized and low-income women, as well as youth, face compounding burdens because they are overrepresented in low-wage positions, and 
often do not have access to paid sick leave. In fact, 58% of workers in Canada do not have sick leave. Our plan will bring in 10 paid sick days federally and work 
with provinces and territories to emulate our plan with legislation at the provincial level.

Canada’s Conservatives believe that all Canadians deserve an opportunity to fulfill their fullpotential, especially women. Canada’s jobs recovery post-pandemic 
depends on it. COVID-19 has reinforced gender inequality. Between February and October 2020, almost 21,000 Canadian women left the labour force while 
nearly 68,000 men joined. Now, more than a year into the pandemic, women who have left the workforce risk an erosion of skills which may further 
exacerbate the gender wage gap that existed before the pandemic. To enable more women to re-enter the workforce, Canada’s Conservatives will convert 
the
Child Care Expense deduction into a refundable tax credit covering up to 75 per cent of the cost of child care for lower income families. Families can use the 
money on whatever child care option works best for them, including home care, before- and after-school programs, and summer camps. This will increase the 
support that lower income families receive by thousands of dollars per year and provide more assistance to almost all families. We will ensure that women 
have the training they need for the jobs of today and tomorrow by supporting unions and similar training programs and encouraging employers to invest in
their workers. We will also help bring women and new Canadians into the skilled trades. We will:
• Double the Apprenticeship Job Creation Tax Credit for the next three years to help create more places for apprentices.
• Invest $250 million over two years to create the Canada Job Training Fund. The fund will provide grants to organizations including employers, apprenticeship 
training delivery agents, unions, post-secondary institutions, and community organizations for projects that:
o Give laid-off workers immediate access to training.
o Reach out to traditionally underrepresented groups.
o Support the talent needs of small businesses.
o Otherwise help workers get the training they need - focussing on areas where there are shortages of skilled workers.
• Creating the Working Canadian Training Loan to provide low interest loans of up to $10,000 to people who want to upgrade their skills.
A Conservative government will also provide funding and support to enable women-led small businesses to thrive. We will cut red tape to make it easier to get 
a business off the ground, simplify the business-use-of-home deduction to provide more significant tax advantages for people starting businesses from their 
homes and allow new parents to start home-based businesses without facing any loss of parental leave income.

Yes. We know that women have also been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. New Democrats believe that women shouldn’t have to choose 
between having a family and having a career – but the fact is that nearly 300,000 more women in Canada could join the workforce if they had access to the 
child care they need. It’s time for quality, affordable not-for-profit childcare that’s available to all Canadian families, no matter where they live. 

3. Does your party support ensuring that government programs aimed at addressing the negative effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on women are adequately financed, accessible and broadly available? 
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Since 2015, we have invested more than $8 billion to accelerate the delivery of high-speed internet and wireless 
service across Canada. That is more funding committed to broadband investments than all previous federal 
governments, combined. We have partnered with provincial governments, municipalities, and telecom providers 
so that we can deliver for rural Canadians. Because of our investments, this year alone over 400,000 more 
Canadians will have access to high-speed internet.

Yes, a Conservative government will build infrastructure to connect all of Canada to highspeed
Internet by 2025. As the last 18 months have made abundantly clear, high-speed
Internet is essential for Canadians to learn, work, and build a business.

Yes 

4. Will your party commit to supporting Canadians who require assistance in accessing dependable internet 
service? 
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A re-elected Liberal government will build on the Universal Broadband Fund to connect rural communities to high-speed internet. 
We will require those that have purchased the rights to build broadband actually do so. With this use it or lose it approach, Canada’s 
large national carriers will be required to accelerate the roll-out of wireless and high-speed internet in rural and northern Canada by 
progressively meeting broadband access milestones between now and 2025. If these milestones are not met, we will mandate the 
resale of spectrum rights and reallocate that capacity to smaller, regional providers.

Yes, Canada’s Conservatives recognize that Canadians continue to pay some of the highest prices in the world for accessing the 
Internet - both at home and on their mobile phones. A few giant companies have too much power, and Canadians are suffering for 
it. Our four-part affordability plan will address this issue. The plan includes:
• Accountability: Put consumers first and hold the big telecom service providers accountable for anti-competitive behaviour and 
practices that hurt consumers.
• Competition: We will promote competition by allowing foreign telecommunications to provide services to Canadian customers, 
provided that the same treatment is reciprocated for Canadian companies in that company’s country.
• Access: Build digital infrastructure to connect all of Canada to high-speed Internet by 2025, ensuring all Canadians have reliable 
access to the Internet regardless of where they live.
• Investment: Promote investment in communications facilities by local and regional communities and businesses. This will reduce
local and regional dependence on national telecommunications giants.

New Democrats believe that no matter where you live in Canada without breaking the bank because of unfair gouging. We’ll put in 
place a price cap to make sure that Canadians aren’t paying more than the global average for their cell phone and internet bills. We 
are committed to declaring high-speed internet an essential service and making sure that every Canadian has access to affordable, 
reliable high-speed broadband within four years. This will include starting the process of creating a Crown corporation to ensure the 
delivery of quality, affordable telecom services to every community. 

5. Will your party ensure that competition in the internet service provision market is robust and will your party 
set aside new wireless spectrum for new market entrants? 
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The Liberal government is committed to ensuring that all communities are supported in our education system 
and will consider how the federal government can expand any support.

Canada’s Conservatives support and recognize the work of ethnocultural community groups. A Conservative 
government would support a variety of community-based organizations, including those that offer language 
instruction.

Yes 

6. Will your government work ethnocultural communities to develop supports for heritage language instruction 
and heritage language schools? 
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On May 18, 2021, Canada’s Embassy in Ukraine stated: “The Sürgünlik on 18-20 May 1944 was the brutal deportation of at least 
191,044 Crimean Tatars. We remember today the victims of ethnic cleansing and cultural genocide and those who fought for 
decades to return to their homeland, oppressed by the communist regime.”
In June 2019, Liberal Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj introduced the following motion at the Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and International Development “That, in support of the historic truth and as requested by Mustafa Dzhemilev, the 
Crimean Tatar deportation of 1944 be recognized as a genocide perpetrated by Soviet dictator Stalin, and that May 18 be designated 
a day of remembrance for the Crimean Tatar deportation (Sürgünlik).” This motion passed unanimously. Wrzesnewskyj had 
previously requested unanimous consent in the House of Commons for a motion to declare the Sürgünlik a genocide. This motion 
was supported by Liberal MPs but consent was denied by Conservative MPs. Liberal members supported the declaration of the 
Sürgünlik as a genocide in the past and a similar motion or legislation would be welcome and supported by Liberals.

Yes. Over 70 years ago, more than 200,000 innocent people – the entire Crimean Tatar nation - were forcibly deported from their 
homes in Crimea to Central Asia and Siberia. Orchestrated by Joseph Stalin, this horrific act of genocide deprived the Crimean Tatars 
of their homeland, and sent them into exile for decades. Canada’s Conservatives have always supported the Crimean Tatar people, 
as part of our principled stand in support of Ukraine. In 2016, Conservative MP Kerry Diotte introduced Bill C-306, which would have 
recognized the Crimean Tatar deportations as a genocide. Sadly, the Trudeau Liberal government opposed recognizing the facts of 
this brutal chapter of history and voted against the bill. Conservatives support recognizing May 18 as the Day of Remembrance of 
the Genocide of the Crimean Tatar People.

We recognize the genocide and support this idea 

7. Will your party introduce legislation recognizing the 1944 Deportation of the Crimean Tatar People 
(Sürgünlik) by the Soviet regime an act of Genocide, and establishing May 18 as the Day of Remembrance of the 
Genocide of the Crimean Tatar People? 
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Canada’s first National Internment Operations occurred from 1914-1920. During that period, thousands of 
people of Ukrainian and Eastern European descent were unjustly interned. To recognize and commemorate the 
Internment, in 2005, the House of Commons passed Bill C-331 (Internment of Persons of Ukrainian Origin 
Recognition Act) and in 2008, created the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund.
It is important that we learn about and educate future generations about Canada’s First National
Internment Operations to honour the victims and to ensure that we prevent such crimes from happening again.
Legislation establishing a National Day of Commemoration of Canada’s First National Internment
Operations would be welcomed and supported by Liberals.

Canada’s Conservatives recognize the injustice Ukrainian Canadians and other Eastern European people were 
subject to from 1914 to 1920. The Conservative Party was supportive of a private member’s bill introduced in a 
previous Parliament that acknowledged that persons of Ukrainian origin were interned in Canada during the First 
World War and sought to provide recognition of this event.

We support this idea. 

8. Will your party introduce legislation establishing a National Day of Commemoration of Canada’s First National 
Internment Operations (1914-1920)?
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Liberal Member of Parliament, Yvan Baker, brought forward legislation to recognize September as Ukrainian 
Heritage month in the last parliament. A re-elected Liberal government would continue to support this important 
legislation.

Canada’s Conservatives support establishing September as Ukrainian Heritage Month in Canada. It is 
disappointing that a Liberal Member of Parliament introduced a Private Member’s Bill to create a Ukrainian 
Heritage Month with only days left in the 43rd Parliament, when the bill had no chance to pass.

Yes

9. Will your party introduce legislation establishing September as Ukrainian Heritage Month in Canada? 
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Too many people in Canada are victims of hate speech, which is often amplified and spread on social media. Canadians want action
and they want leadership that will put a stop to harmful online content and hold platforms accountable. A re-elected Liberal 
Government will introduce legislation within its first 100 days to combat serious forms of harmful online content, specifically hate 
speech, terrorist content, content that incites violence, child sexual abuse material and the non-consensual distribution of intimate 
images. This would make sure that social media platforms and other online services are held accountable for the content that they 
host. We will also increase resources available to our national security agencies to counter foreign interference and to the RCMP to 
protect Canadians from unacceptable surveillance, harassment, and intimidation by foreign actors.

Conservatives condemn and will always oppose the dissemination of hate speech, including speech that incites violence.
To better protect Canadians, Canada’s Conservatives will:
• Fight online incitement and hatred by clearly criminalizing statements that encourage acts of violence against other people or
identifiable groups.
• Provide $25 million to law enforcement to allow them to follow up more rapidly and investigate online threats of violence, hate 
speech, sexual exploitation, human trafficking and disinformation campaigns by foreign governments or extremist groups.
• Create a stronger legal duty for social media platforms to remove illegal content, such as content that incites violence.
To prevent our democracy from foreign interference, we will also establish a permanent task force to address foreign interference 
that will:
• Address disinformation and influence operations online and on our streets and will bring together National Defence, Global 
Affairs, CSIS, CSE, provincial and municipal agencies, civil society, social media platforms and media.
• Address threats from foreign actors against Canadian residents, including recently reported operations against diaspora 
communities in Canada.
• Engage our allies and other democracies to monitor, detect, and expose foreigndisinformation attacks and threats from foreign 
actors.

New Democrats will always stand up against all forms of hate, racism, including anti-Black racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, 
gender-based violence, homophobia, and transphobia. A New Democrat government will convene a national working group to 
counter online hate and protect public safety, and make sure that social media platforms are legally responsible for the removal of 
hateful and extremist content before it can do harm. 

1. Will your party dedicate due focus in legislation aimed at combatting online hate to the role of authoritarian, 
adversarial governments and regimes in the dissemination of online hate?
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With authoritarianism, geopolitical competition, and foreign interference on the rise, safeguarding Canada’s national and economic 
security requires strong action both at home and abroad. We will continue to implement domestic measures to protect Canadians
and work closely with our friends, allies, and partners to respond to illegal and unacceptable behaviour by authoritarian states, 
including China, Russia, and Iran.
A re-elected Liberal government will work with G7, NATO, and likeminded partners to develop and expand collective responses to 
cyber threats, foreign interference in democratic processes, and egregious violations of human rights, including through the use of 
sanctions, support for international institutions, and coordinated action to reinforce the rules of international trade.
Moreover, we will introduce legislation within the first 100 days to combat serious forms of harmful online content, specifically hate 
speech, terrorist content, content that incites violence, child sexual abuse material and the non-consensual distribution of intimate 
images. This would make sure that social media platforms and other online services are held accountable for the content that they 
host. Our legislation will recognize the importance of freedom of expression for all Canadians and will take a balanced and targeted 
approach to tackle extreme and harmful speech.

A Conservative government will revoke the licences of state-run and state-controlled broadcasters that spread disinformation.

In addition to the above answer, we will investigate foreign state propaganda networks regarding their contravention of the 
Television Broadcasting Regulations and examine ways to modernize it in order to combat disinformation and hate. 

2. Does your party support the removal of RT, Sputnik, and other Russian state broadcasters from Canadian 
airwaves and online space? 
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In addition to the measures described in answer (1) above, proposed measures to strengthen the Canada Human 
Rights Act and the Criminal Code will more effectively combat online hate.

A Conservative government will revoke the licences of state-run and state-controlled
broadcasters that spread disinformation.

Yes 

3. Will your government commit to working swiftly to eliminate online hate from social media platforms, 
including Russian disinformation campaigns that knowingly promulgate hatred against Ukraine and Ukrainians? 
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