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Presidents Message – Від Голови
Дорогі члeни української громади! Dear Ukrainian community members!
Мені випала велика честь, як голові нашого провінційного Конгресу працювати з нашою громадою минулого року
в ці нелегкі часи пандемії. Незважаючи на всі ті виклики, які зробила нам пандемія коронавірусу, наша українська
громада продовжувала працювати і розвиватися.
It has been an honour as president of UCC-APC to help navigate our community through the 2020-2021 pandemic.
This past year has made its mark and presented new challenges for our Ukrainian organizations in Alberta. Despite the
COVID challenges, the Ukrainian Community continued to work and thrive within the ever-changing restrictions and
parameters we faced.
I am so proud of the continued work and engagement with our youth and our many organizations. As a community, we
forged through and demonstrated our resilience by mastering online presence for meetings, learning events and planning
activities to fulfill their organizational needs.
Our online presence allowed UCC-APC to plan and eventually to host in-person events for the community including our
annual Ukrainian Heritage Day Festival and the 30th Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence. We were able to strengthen
our relationships with many communities across the province and establish new relationships. There was also a special
focus on activities to help support our children, youth and seniors this year. UCC-APC welcomed 2 new organizations as
our members: “Babas and Borshch Ukrainian Festival” and “The Ukrainian Pioneers Association of Alberta”.
On the fundraising front, we worked on enhancing our strategies and introduced several innovative activities. We
successfully hosted a “Wine Survivor Fundraiser” and a 5 km Walk/Run to raise funds for Firefighter Aid Ukraine. I am also
pleased to announce that the “Save the UCAMA (Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum) Project” was successfully
completed on October 31, 2020. Every historical item was found a home, and nothing was left behind.
Our work in the office continues to be even more important supporting and ensuring that our organizations get back to
where they were before the COVID-19 pandemic and even stronger. We look forward to working with you and helping
serve your needs.
Та підтримка, яку ви знайдете в нашій провінційній канцелярії конгресу є дуже важливою для нас і для розвитку
української громади. Ми сподіваємося, що ви зможете прочитати звіти наших складових організацій. Також маю
надію зустрітися з вами особисто на нашому бенкеті Гетьманських нагород. Хочу побажати всім українським
організаціям успіхів для розвитку нашої активної громади в провінції Альберта.
I hope you enjoy reading the attached reports, which are highlighting our successes and challenges that the Ukrainian
community organizations experienced this past year. In addition, I look forward to seeing everyone in person when
celebrating 2021 Hetman Awards. I wish much success to all Ukrainian organizations and individuals in your work for the
development and growth of our vibrant community.

Orysia Boychuk
President, UCC-APC
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The year ended and the new year started with strict government restrictions, all activities moved online, and there were
very few personal interactions. We continued to fight the pandemic and do what we could with the given resources and
mental capacity. Despite all of these obstacles, we saw the community come closer together. We felt a strong force
towards community partnerships and collaboration. We are building on the strengths from the past and fostering new
beginnings like never before.
We heard our members' suggestions for the upcoming year and attempted to execute them within the pandemic’s limits.
The top three suggestions brought to us through the AGM survey were: rural outreach, youth development and joint
projects with community members.
1. COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PANDEMIC RESPONSE
We reached out to the community partners across the province to remind them about the incredible resilience that this
community shares. After securing $38,485 through the Emergency Support for Community Organizations federal grant,
we completed multiple pandemic response projects. We distributed direct aid to over 6100 individuals (including children,
youth, immigrants, women, seniors over 65).
Support packages and rural outreach
Over two months, we put together and distributed 600 packages to seniors and children. We connected with our
community partners across the province to find out how their members were doing. We did a scan of the activities and
offered support to help them manage the pandemic. Over three days, we visited nine communities, travelled 1400 km on
winter roads, and delivered 600 packages. The towns and cities visited: Lamont, Smoky Lake, St. Paul, Elk Point, Two Hills,
Calgary, Grande Prairie.
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Webinar series
UCC-APC held eleven webinars that added up to almost 4 000 views! We hoped to educate, inspire, and empower
individuals in the community and beyond with these webinars! We heard from the viewers that they found value in our
sessions. The topics included:
• Empowerment Series: Post Secondary Options (2 sessions with various colleges, universities and educational
programs in Alberta), Basic Computer Skills (English and Ukrainian), MS Word and Excel (English and Ukrainian),
Google Suite.
• Resilience Series: Listening skills, Coping with Change, Getting licensed for Immigrant Professionals, Labour Laws
in Alberta.
• Unique information session for the community organizations on digital transformation.
These projects were made possible with support from the Canada Red Cross. You can view the webinars here
https://bit.ly/uccapc_resilience_webinars
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Children’s storytime
Children and youth are a segment of the community who continue to be deeply affected by the pandemic. Lack of
interactions with peers and after-school activities and cancellations of the field trips create a tremendous disconnect. UCC
Alberta initiated a new project at the beginning of 2021 to help children cope with all of the changes brought on by the
pandemic. Our Children’s Storytime series’s success during our virtual Ukrainian Days Festival ignited a passion for starting
another Storytime series.
This series featured a mix of books read in Ukrainian and English read by community leaders - Most Rev. Bishop David
Motiuk, MLA Jackie Armstrong-Homeniuk (Vegreville-Fort-Saskatchewan), Nataliya Nayavko (Special Language Consultant
with Alberta Education), Orysia Boychuk (President, UCC-APC), Taras Podilsky (Principal, St. Brendan School), Iryna Tatko
(Senior Interpreter, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village). These stories focused on resilience and perseverance.
We heard that these videos motivated a child and gave children a sense of interconnectedness with the reader. You can
view the playlist here https://bit.ly/uccapc_storytime.
Social Media stats for the Online Series of Webinars and Children’s Stories

Facebook

Total Reach
10619
Total Impressions
6196
Total Video Views
1975

YouTube

Total Video Views
341

Impressions
3290

Overall
Total Impressions
9486
2.

Total Video Views
2569

ENGAGE WITH OUR YOUTH

Youth engagement and capacity building
Over the summer, we ran sessions with twelve young leaders in our community. The purpose of the meetings was to
understand better what their organizations have been up to, how they weathered the pandemic, and learn how we can
be of assistance. We also shared the updates from UCC-APC and other organizations across the province.
We discussed the role of community organizations, leadership and motivation, the value organizations bring to the
province and our community’s future vision. We were fortunate to share one session with Premier Ed Stelmach and
create an idea board of solutions and suggestions to help realize the vision for our community moving forward.
We are incredibly grateful for the time and the energy our guests put into our sessions! We met with the representatives
from the Ukrainian Students Society at the U of A - Christina Strilets and Natalie Hanas, Ukrainian Students Society at the
U of C - Aleksander Iwasyk, Echoes of Ukraine in Calgary - Oleksandr Zagurskyy, CYMK Alberta Executive - Roxoliana Tsisar,
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CYM Edmonton - Vasyl Yavorskyy, CYM Calgary - Khrystyna Zagirska and Anna-Mariya Zagirska, AUDA - Mara Palahniuk,
and our UCC-APC youth - Emma Wolodko and Kseniia Shmundyr.
To reflect the success of these sessions and the identified need for youth mentorship, UCC Alberta would like to announce
a Youth Leadership Program. The purpose of the Program is to mentor, nurture and invest in our youth so they are
equipped to succeed as the next generation of leaders in our community. The Program will be concluded with the
Provincial Youth Retreat in fall 2022. This initiative is our way to create an outlet for investment in the futureю

Children’s art sessions
We invited youth ages 5-18 to participate in four guided in-person art sessions (one in Calgary, two in Edmonton and one
at the Consulate General of Ukraine in Edmonton). With help from our local artist and bilingual educator, Nataliya Sharley,
kids had an opportunity to learn new drawing techniques and create original visual artwork in a group of other young
community members. Each art piece was incorporated into an art installation as a part of our celebration of the 30th
anniversary of Ukraine’s independence.
This art installation project was a piece of a big celebration with other community groups in Alberta. About a hundred
children took advantage of this opportunity! We are grateful to the City of Edmonton and their Family and Community
Support Services for helping us make it possible.
3.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

UCC-APC has been active this year and is trying to deliver on the goal of partnership. We've initiated the activities to
celebrate the 130th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration and settlement in Alberta and the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s
independence and projects to support Ukraine.
UCAMA Project July – November 2020
On June 24, 2020, UCC-APC received a letter from Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta (UCAMA)
providing a status update which stated that the collections were at risk of going to auction. At a UCC-APC Board meeting,
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it was agreed that a committee should be formed to review the potential of saving UCAMA’s collections. Over the July and
October, the UCAMA Committee worked tirelessly. It has been a tremendous project to undertake in such a short period
of time.
We believe that the “Save UCAMA’s Archives and Collections Project'' was very successful. It showed that despite the
differences, our community is united in preserving the common history and paving the path forward for the new
generations. We know that the collections will be available to the general public and will remain in Alberta. UCC-APC
wishes to express sincere gratitude to UCAMA for the preservation of Ukrainian collections and archives and to the
museums that took it upon themselves to continue preserving these artifacts when UCAMA was no longer able to do so.
We would like to say a special thank you to all of the individuals and organizations who donated their hard-earned money
and entrusted UCC Alberta in leading and completing this project in a timely manner. Final report was submitted to the
community on December 9, 2020. It can be found on https://uccab.ca/ucamareport/.
Firefighter Aid to Ukraine support
UCC-APC’s team continues to be actively engaged with the Firefighter Aid Ukraine. We supported the FAU with visual
graphic design, executive presentations to promote the programs, translation and fundraising. UCC-APC hosted a
running/walking event to help raise funds for the Small Package Program. The fundraising activity was led by UCC-APC
director Bohdana Stepanenko-Lypovyk. The program is designed to bring equipment to the individual fire stations in
Ukraine.
Mural Projects
As part of the celebration of the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence and the 130th anniversary of Ukrainian
immigration to Canada, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Alberta Provincial council partnered with the Shumka Ukrainian
dance studio, Benevolent Society and ACUA. The mural project was supported by the City of Edmonton through its Capital
City Mural Project grant stream. The mural is intended to draw attention to modern Ukraine and Ukrainian heritage in
Alberta.

Children’s art sessions
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Basilian Fathers Museum
UCC-APC supported the Basilian Fathers Museum in marking the 130th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada
with its Hands-On History festival on September 11, 2021. The event’s program featured a short ceremony with Mr. Mike
Saric, mayor of Mundare, MLA Jackie Armstrong-Humeniuk, Mr. Oleksandr Danyleiko, Consul General of Ukraine, Mrs.
Orysia Boychuk, UCC-APC President; and Bishop David Motiuk.
The day was filled with a farmer’s market, BBQ, musical performances, art displays and a special Q&A from the team of
the newly launched Ukrainian documentary “They Who Surround Us”. On that day, the museum initiated a project to
restore the Sawchuk Summer House. The community is invited to put clay on the walls of the house. It was a great
collaboration aimed to support and promote our rural organizations.

Hands-on History Festival, Basilian Fathers museum

4.
FUNDRASING CAMPAIGN
In June 2021, UCC-APC hosted a successful fundraising activity “Wine Survivor.” The campaign was ed by UCC-APC
director Liliya Pantelyuk-Sokha. The event raised $1500 for our organization! Big thank you to Liliya for coordinating all
the pieces and creating a fun and interactive fundraiser during these challenging times.
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UKRAINIAN DAY

On August 22, 2021, Ukrainian Community in Alberta is celebrating the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence and
Ukrainian Day. This annual festival has been a signature community event for decades. Continuing the tradition, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress in Alberta planned unique activities across the province.
To reflect the changing restrictions and make the program accessible to every community member, UCC Alberta Ukrainian
Day planning Committee developed three components of the festival.
Online
1. A unique 80 min video of greetings and performances of our
Ukrainian groups in Alberta. UCC-APC leadership’s opening and
community “pryvit.” Our schools, youth groups, choirs, theatres, and
dance ensembles contributed to the video. The video features new
content dedicated to the 30th Anniversary of Ukraine’s
Independence. Watch the video on YouTube or Facebook.
2. Synio-Zhovti Sercia video hit 8700 views. This unique joint production
video by Plast-Edmonton and CYM (Calgary and Edmonton), CYMK –
AB and 30 AUDA dancers were featuring an original song composed
for the festival. This production is a gift of unity for our Ukrainian
youth in Alberta. UCC-APC is grateful for the individual contributions
of Mykola Bilash (music), Andriy Khihlovskyi (lyrics), Marko Boychuk
(video) and Mara Palahniuk (dance arrangement), who helped us pull
this off. Our youth groups can now use this as a promo for their
organizations. Watch the video on YouTube or Facebook.

Синьо-жовт і серця
Platform

Subscribers

YouTube

14

Impressions
clickthrough
rate (%)
450

Facebook

-

593

YouTube

Ukrainian Day 2021 Online Program
33417
181
16

Facebook

-

153

Impressions

Total

2

377

9108

8382

3148

1938
2888

In-person zabava
The in-person community zabava took place at Camp Bar-V-Nok on Pigeon Lake on Sunday, August 22, 2021, where we
celebrated the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence and our Ukrainian community in Alberta. The outdoor concert
featured Zabava u Koli, Ihor Bohdan, Slava Sles and a special performance from Consul General Oleksandr Danyleinko. There
were supervised children’s activities - dance classes, face painting, a soccer match and crafts.
Despite the rain, we saw 320 people plus the volunteers! We worked hard and did some significant planning and replanning to be able to deliver a good experience. The vatra on Saturday was very successful. It was a fantastic opportunity
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to spend quality time with people across a few cities. Camp Bar-V-Nok ran an overnight stay program for guests who
came on Saturday. We had visitors from Calgary, Edmonton and Red Deer and surrounding communities!

Self-guided components

We partnered with various organizations, community activists, and artists to enhance
the Ukrainian community experience and the cause for celebration. The experience
included several art installations in Edmonton and Calgary, including the Consulate
General of Ukraine in Edmonton, Smachno Ukrainian food truck (that displayed the
painted flag during the Alberta international air show), Kalyna Ukrainian store and the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Calgary.
We developed trilingual educational resources “Ukraine’s Quest for Independence" and
"What is Ukraine?" to help community members and the broader public learn about
modern Ukraine and Ukraine’s long quest for independence.
The Team
The Ukrainian Day Committee was a driving force and the visionary behind the
celebration. It represents the voices, needs and expertise of our diverse community.
The members:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anastasiya Khoma (UCC-Edmonton Branch)
Andriy Khudych (Plast Calgary)
Kyria Bacinski (CYM Edmonton)
Kseniia Shmundyr (Independent)
Inna Thorn (UCC-Calgary)
Ihor Bohdan (UCC-Calgary)
Markiyan Lazurko (Plast Edmonton)
Orysia Boychuk (UCC-APC)
Roxoliana Tsisar (CYMK-AB)
Yuliia Marcinkoski (UCC-APC, Chair

Our festival plan execution relied on an extensive network of volunteers. They helped promote the event on location
(across Alberta), coordinate video recordings, setup, mailout and more! Each component of the festival had an imprint of
different generations and organizations.
UCC – Alberta is a proactive and strategic leader. This project aimed to unite the community, broaden the reach and
create an outlet for collaboration. We believe this approach helped us build capacity within the organizations and offer
others an opportunity to benefit from shared resources and ideas and be a part of a bigger initiative.
5.

HETMAN AWARDS

The annual provincial leadership awards banquet was set for October 23, 2021. Due to the challenging environment
caused by the COVID19 pandemic, the Board of Directors postponed the event. The Hetman 2021 Recipients are as
follows:

•
•
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Professional Achievement: Debbie Kachmar-Potter, George Chrunik, Ihor Bohdan, Ken Kachmar, Mykola Kanevets,
Radomir Bilash.
Posthumus: Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky, Elias John Cholach Hetman.

Report prepared for UCC- National’s AGM on November 6, 2021 by Yuliia Marcinkoski.
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