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April 3, 2022 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, PC, MP                
Prime Minister of Canada  
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:  
 
Re: War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity committed by Russia in Ukraine  
 
The international media have uncovered evidence of unspeakable war crimes and 
crimes against humanity committed by the Russian Federation in Ukraine.  
Canada and our allies must condemn and prevent the further commission of these 
atrocities.   
 
As Canada’s Ambassador to the United Nations said: “Crimes against humanity, 
including crimes of aggression, have that name for a reason. They are not just ‘Crimes 
Against Ukrainians.’ Our solidarity must extend to our deeds. Ukraine is not alone in this 
fight. Humanity and Ukraine must prevail.” 
 
The scenes emerging from Ukraine horrify the world. Ukrainian Armed Forces which are 
liberating cities, towns and villages that were occupied by the Russian Armed Forces 
have uncovered crime scenes that are so horrific that international media have found it 
necessary to screen photos and issue warnings to viewers.   
 
Russian soldiers used the E40 highway as a shooting gallery to target civilians fleeing to 
the west. Their victims included a husband and a wife who were shot in the presence of 
their young child. On that same highway the bodies of four naked women were found, 
victims of rape. In retreat, the Russian Forces set fire to the bodies of their victims in an 
attempt to conceal their crimes.  
 
In Bucha, near Kyiv, the Russian Armed Forces executed 300 civilians, including a 14 
year old boy, and buried them in a mass grave.  Dozens more civilians were found dead 
on the streets of Bucha – they had been shot, with their hands bound behind their 
backs.  
 
Civilians in Mariupol, a city with a population of over 400,000, have been held hostage 
without humanitarian aid for weeks. Physicians in Zaporizhzhia reported evidence of 
rape among women recently evacuated from Mariupol, including girls as young as 10. 
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Thousands of Ukrainians were forcibly evacuated to Russia where they were put 
through filtration camps, and then the fortunate ones were exiled to the New Gulag.  
 
The policy of restraint and obeisance to ‘red lines’ have further emboldened Russia. The 
international community is signalling to Russia that the world is prepared to stand by as 
Russia commits genocide. And should our policy continue to be guided by a desire not 
to “provoke” Russia – rather than a desire to help Ukraine win this war – the next days 
and weeks will bring more Buchas.  
 
Canada and our allies cannot stand by and watch Russia commit crimes against 
humanity on a scale not seen in Europe since WWII. In over a month of war, Ukrainians 
have demonstrated courage, resilience and determination to fight. They need only the 
tools to defeat the Russian war machine. Canada and our allies have those tools, and 
yet we refuse to provide them to the Ukrainians.   
 
We call upon Canada and its allies to provide Ukraine with fighter jets, anti-air systems 
and anti-missile systems to protect Ukrainian skies; to provide Ukraine with tanks, 
artillery and other heavy weapons to help Ukraine defeat the Russian army.  
 
Ukraine desperately needs more economic support. Ukraine’s economy is projected to 
shrink by 35% this year, while the Russian economy will only shrink 10%, despite 
sanctions.  We call upon Canada to lead the way in implementing a full trade embargo 
on Russia, even stronger sanctions, and seizure of all assets of Russian oligarchs and 
their families. 
 
We have often heard our political leaders say that they will Never Again allow the 
horrors of WWII to be repeated. They are being repeated today, in Ukraine, by the 
invading Russian armies.  
 
You have the power to help Ukraine. Please act now so that Canada can stand on the 
right side of history.   
 
 
Yours very truly,  
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
 
 
 
Alexandra Chyczij, National President 


