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January 5, 2023 
 
The Honourable Monte McNaughton, MPP 
Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development of Ontario 
Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development 
14th Floor 400 University Ave 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 1T7 
 
Dear Minister McNaughton:  
 
Re: Russia is a terrorist state 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - National (UCC), which represents the 1.4-million 
strong Ukrainian community in Canada, welcomes your statement that Russia is a 
terrorist state. This is an accurate description. In our view it is important that elected 
officials in Canada speak plainly, precisely and accurately, and we are grateful to you 
for calling Russia what it is.  
 
The Russian state not only supports organizations such as the Russian Imperial 
Movement (Russkoe Imperskoe Dvizhenie – RID) – listed by Canada as a terrorist 
entity – but the Russian state’s own institutions –Main Intelligence Directorate of the 
General Staff of the Russian Armed Forces (GRU), the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation, the Federal Security Service (FSB) and other Russian state entities – 
engage in international terrorist activity, such as the shooting down of Flight MH17, a 
civilian airliner, using chemical weapons on the soil of NATO allies, and poisoning 
political dissidents.  
 
Since launching its full-out invasion of Ukraine Russia has committed war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, indiscriminately bombed civilians, abducted children and 
adults, taken hostages, committed mass rape, undertaken systematic deportations, and 
perpetrated many other crimes, which in part are intended to sow terror among 
Ukraine’s civilian population. Russia continues its wanton and sadistic targeting of 
Ukrainian civilians and civilian infrastructure, leaving millions of Ukrainians without 
power, heating or water. Russia has fired over 16,000 missiles at Ukraine – 97% of 
which the Russian Federation has fired at civilian targets. 
 
The United States Congress, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, the European 
Parliament, and several EU Member states have determined that Russia’s actions are 
those of a terrorist state, and that Russia should be so designated. The Canadian 
delegation of Members of Parliament to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly supported 
this resolution, for which the UCC is grateful.  
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According to polling conducted by Abacus Data in September, 74% of Canadians 
believe that the label of “state-sponsored terrorism” applies or somewhat applies to 
what the Russian Federation is doing in Ukraine. 71% of Canadians believe the 
Government of Canada needs to get tougher on the Russian Federation.  
 
The UCC has consistently advocated to the Government of Canada on the importance 
of designating the Russian Federation a state supporter of terrorism under Canadian 
law. We will continue to do so until Russia is so designated. 
 
The UCC is grateful to you and the Government of Ontario for your steadfast support of 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.  
 
 
Yours truly,  
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
 
 
 
Alexandra Chyczij 
National President 


