
 

1-866-942-4627 
ucc.ca 

 

 
 
January 18, 2023 
 
The Honourable Anita Anand, PC, MP  
Minister of National Defence  
101 Colonel By Drive  
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A 0K2 
 
Dear Minister Anand: 
 
Re: Canada’s Leopard-2 tanks and Ukraine Defense Contact Group Meeting, 
January 20 
 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is grateful to the Government of Canada for the 
consistent and steadfast support delivered to Ukraine and the Ukrainian people who are 
courageously defending their country from Russia’s genocidal war of aggression.  
 
In particular, the recent announcement that Canada will provide a NASAMS air defence 
system – which will assist Ukraine in defending its cities and skies from brutal Russian 
bombardment – and the donation of 200 Armoured Personnel Carriers that will improve 
the mobility of Ukrainian ground forces – are crucial contributions. Please be assured 
that your visit to Kyiv on January 18 was acknowledged by both our community and the 
Ukrainian people as a signal of Canada’s commitment and support.  
 
As Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine enters a second year, the continued, 
sustainable and timely support for the Ukrainian Armed Forces delivered by Canada, 
our NATO allies, G7 and other partner countries is more crucial than ever to ensure 
Ukraine’s victory and the defence of democracy in Europe. 
 
The United Kingdom’s decision to provide Challenger-2 tanks marks a substantive 
turning point in the support for the liberation of all of Ukraine’s internationally recognized 
territory. As Secretary Wallace stated, "It means they can go from resisting to expelling 
Russian forces from Ukrainian soil." 
 
Several of our allies, including Poland, have announced their intention to provide 
Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine as soon as the German government accedes to requests to 
grant permission for their transfer.  
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The Ukraine Defence Contact Group will meet in Ramstein, Germany, on January 20. 
Minister, you and the Government of Canada can play a leading role by committing to 
providing Ukraine with Canada’s Leopard-2 tanks and in leading advocacy efforts to 
persuade the German government to grant the necessary permissions for the transfer of 
Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine.   

Once again, Minister, the UCC expresses our gratitude to Canada for its support of 
Ukraine – and to you personally – for your fidelity to the defence of Ukraine’s, and 
Europe’s, liberty.  

Yours very truly,  
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 

Alexandra Chyczij, National President 


