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In September the UCC welcomed Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
Ukraine’s President, and First Lady Olena Zelenska to 
Canada on their historic visit. President Zelenskyy addressed 
Canada’s Parliament, met with business leaders and, together 
with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, held an event with 
Canadians, including many members of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, in Toronto.  

“In his historic address to Canada’s Parliament, President 
Zelenskyy made a passionate and compelling case for 
increasing military and economic aid to Ukraine to ensure 
Ukraine’s victory over Russia’s genocidal aggression,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, UCC President. “President Zelenskyy’s 
visit highlighted the unbreakable bonds of friendship and 
family between Canada and Ukraine. Our community is 
grateful to all Canadians and the Canadian government for their steadfast support of Ukraine. In his address, 
President Zelenskyy invoked the Inuktitut word Ajuinata – perseverance against adversity. The Ukrainian people 
will never give up. They will persevere and they will win. Together let us keep doing all we can to help ensure 
Ukraine’s victory.” 

During President Zelenskyy’s visit, the Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, announced 
an investment of $650 million over three years to supply Ukraine with 50 armoured vehicles; the allocation of 
part of the $500 million in military assistance announced in June 2023; substantial macro economic support to 
Ukraine in 2024; new sanctions against Russia and support for peace, security and stabilization efforts in Ukraine. 
Prime Minister Trudeau and President Zelenskyy also signed the modernized Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA).

President Zelenskyy’s Historic Visit To Canada

UCC National President Alexandra Chyczij with 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in Toronto

UCC Welcomes Bill To Establish  
Ukrainian Heritage Month
In October, the UCC welcomed the introduction by the 
Honourable Senator Stan Kutcher of Bill S-276, An Act 
Respecting Ukrainian Heritage Month, which would establish 
September as Ukrainian Heritage Month in Canada. The UCC 
calls on Parliament to swiftly adopt this legislation.  

Introducing the Bill on October 19, Senator Kutcher delivered 
a moving and poignant address. He stated, “We are fortunate 
in Canada to have a social and cultural tapestry woven by 
many hands. The important contributions made by Ukrainian 
Canadians, throughout history and in the present, have helped 
form the country we live in today. This bill is an opportunity 
to recognize our Ukrainian heritage and provide opportunities 
for learning and celebration each year.” 

More information is available on the UCC’s website www.ucc.ca

Senator Stan Kutcher welcomed a UCC delegation 
to the Senate of Canada to hear his speech 
introducing Bill S-276, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Heritage Day Act.
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Funded in part with a grant from the 
Shevchenko Foundation Temerty Community Development Fund

Dear Friends And Supporters,  

We are here together in Canada – no matter when we arrived, 130 years ago 
or yesterday – we are a large Ukrainian family living in Canada. Thank you for 
keeping the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Charitable and Educational Trust in 
your hearts. Only with your support is the work of the UCC and the UCC 
C&E Trust possible. During these difficult times, we must stay strong for each 
other and stay united as a Ukrainian community.  

Чекаючи першу зірку на Свят Вечір, я вдячна за можливість працювати з 
такими чудовими жертводавцями,  Радою Директорів та штабом. Щиро 
дякую нашим жертводавцям за Вашу підтримку та довіру. 

Together we are sustaining the UCC and UCC Charitable and Educational Trust. 
Thank you for your support and trust in us.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
Христос народився! Славімо Його! 
 
Lesia Skyba, National Fundraising Manager  
If you have questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us by phone 
or email.  (437) 424-5880 lesia.skyba@ucc.ca.

@ukrcancongress 

@ukrcancongress 

@ukrcancongress 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress

Message from Our Fundraising Manager

This year the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
partnered with Dzherelo Children’s Rehabilitation 
Centre in Lviv. Their students created special 
Christmas artwork that you will see printed on our 
Christmas cards. 
In Canada, Dzherelo is supported through the 
Canada‐Ukraine Foundation www.cufoundation.ca 
  
©2023 
“Winter Day Carolling” by Oleksandra Rohalska   
Acrylic  on canvas 
„Зимовий день – Коляда”, автор Олександра Рогальська  
Акрилові фарби, полотно

 Dzherelo Children’s  
Rehabilitation Centre 

АRTIST PROFILE 

Інсайти Eкспертів Expert Insights
A FREE series of Ukrainian-language webinars on relevant topics to

help displaced Ukrainians adapt to life in Canada.

Offered by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress throughout 2023/2024

БЕЗКОШТОВНА серія вебінарів українською мовою на актуальні
теми, які допоможуть українцям адаптуватися до життя в Канаді.

Програма від Конґресу українців Канади протягом 2023/2024

winter 2023 bulletin draft.qxp_Layout 1  2023-11-22  10:11 PM  Page 2



33

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

Alexandra Chyczij, UCC President, accepts a generous donation 
from Slawko Borys, Outgoing Chair of the Ukrainian Credit 
Union Ltd, at their 2023 Annual General Meeting.

Alexandra Chyczij and Ihor Michalchyshyn, with Senator Stan 
Kutcher, met with Andrij Tarapacky, Chair of BCU and Damian 
Snih, BCU Chief Business Transformation Officer.

В суботу, 25-го листопада, Україна 
та світ вшанували день пам’яті 
жертв Голодомору.  

Цього року, ми вшанували 90-ту 
річницю Голодомору – геноциду 
українського народу. По цілій 
Канаді відбулися пам’ятні заходи.  

В 1932-33, український народ був 
приречений на голодну смерть 
радянським комуністичним режимом. Мільйони чоловіків, жінок та 
дітей було вбито комуністичним режимом під час Голодомору, 
через прагнення українського народу бути незалежним, бажання 
зберігати власні традиції та розмовляти рідною мовою. 

Вшановуючи пам’ять жертв Голодомору, ми молимося за їх душі. 
Ми вдячні тим, хто вижив, хто мужньо розповідав свої історії, щоб 
допомогти просвітити та об’єднати нас у поширенню обізнаності 
про Голодомор. Ми закликаємо нащадків жертв та тих, хто вижив, 
ділитися сімейними історіями та зберігати нашу пам’ять про 
мільйони невинних жертв Голодоморy.

Together with the Association of International History and Political 
Science (AIHP) and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), the 
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter hosted a meeting with the Chief Rabbi 
of Ukraine, Moshe Reuven Azman, in Toronto on 31 July at the 
Ukrainian National Federation's greeting hall. 

Those who took part in the meeting included the Consul General of 
Ukraine in Canada, Oleksandr Shevchenko; UCC national president 
Alexandra Chyczij; UCC Ontario provincial president Taras Bahriy; 
AIHP founding director Alik Gomelsky; two UJE founders, James 
Temerty and Berel Rodal; the Mayor of Mississauga Bonnie Crombie; 
Ukrainian World Congress treasurer Zenon Potichny; the Canada-
Ukraine Foundation's board of directors' chair Victor Hetmanczuk; 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Toronto's board of directors member 
Mary Waltman; and other members of both diasporan communities. 

Rabbi Azman and his office's director of operations, Chaim Klimovitsky, 
laid out an overview of their efforts in support of refugees from the 
Russo-Ukrainian war (including the transformation of the "Antaievka" 
community center into a bomb shelter), as well as medical assistance 
to the soldiers of Ukraine's defense forces and victims of the invaders' 
war crimes.

Вшанування пам’яті жертв Голодомору

UCC Hosts Chief Rabbi of Ukraine in Toronto
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Please find a list of donations to the President’s Cabinet, President’s Circle, President’s Club, 
and Friends of UCC below, as well as a list of current monthly donors, dated  
November 1, 2022 – November 1, 2023. Please refer to our website for a full list of donors.  

Список пожертв донорів Кабінету Президента, Президентського Кола, 
Президентського Клубу та Друзів Конґресу за період з 1 листопада 2022 р. по 1 
листопада 2023 р. Будь ласка, зайдіть на наш веб-сайт, щоб переглянути повний список 
жертводавців.

Blake Fitzpatrick 
Adele Ginter 
JoAnne Gludish 
Dr Jaroslaw & Olya Grod 
Michael & Petrusia Hantzsch 
Orest & Irene Haras 
John & Ollie Hawryluk Family Foundation 
Dr. Myron Hlynka 
Chrystyna Hnatiw 
Barry Hobin 
Halyna & Eugene Holowka 
Nataliya Kostiv & Jaroslaw Holowko  
Grant & Lily Hopcroft 
Donna Horbay 
Martin & Theresa Hunka 
Johanna Hutton 
Michael & Kristen Ilnycky 
Dr. Andre Jakubow 
Nataliya Jatskevich 
Penelope Jensen 
Michael Kaloutsky 
Chrystyna & Bohdan Kolos 
Roman Stefan Kolos 
Ihor & Oksana Komarnicky 
Elias & Ruth Korolischuk 
Kristine Kroeker 
Christine Krucko 
Peter & Mary Kryworuk 
Piotr & Halina Krzywucki 
Helen Kudla 
Christina & Walter Kudryk 
Terence Labach 
Daniel Legal 
Grace Lockwood 
Oleg Luciw 
Yurij Andryjowycz & Olesia Luciw-
Andryjowycz 
Vera Sluzar MacIntyre & Brett MacIntyre 
Dr. Wolodymyr Maksymowych 
Motria Kuzycz & Andrij Maleckyj 
Ross & Eileen McEwen 
Ihor Michalchyshyn 
Lydia Maria Olah 
Borden Osmak 
Katherine Osmak 
Nicholas Osmak 
PayPal Giving Fund Canada 
Sonia Peczeniuk 
Alexander & Nancy Pochmursky 

Thank you for your support!                          Дякуємо Вам за Вашу підтримку!

President's Cabinet ($25,000+) 
Ihnatowycz Family Foundation 
Eugene & Irene Kaluzny 
Mary & Gerald Romsa 
Temerty Foundation 
Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko 
Ukrainian Credit Union Limited 

President's Circle ($5,000 - $24,999) 
John Boonstra 
BCU Financial  
Olya & Eugene Cholkan 
Dr. Terry Fecycz 
Lydia Kochenash 
Lauren Lacoy 
William Nestorovich 
Janice Remai 
WCPD Foundation 

President's Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
Anonymous  
Dr. Lesia Boychuk & Jaroslaw Balan 
Victor Belley 
Daniel Benin 
Bohdan & Alexandra Bulchak Foundation 
Lorne Brown 
Alexis Kochan-Budyk & Nestor Budyk 
Delores Buka-Huculak 
Natalie Bundza 
Elizabeth Burgess-Pinto 
Y C 
Stephen Chereshnevsky 
Slavka Sametz-Chewchuk & Volodymyr 
Chewchuk 
CNA 
Brent Cunningham 
Drs. Daria Trojan & Andrey Cybulsky 
Melanie & Omelan Dmytryshyn 
George Dzioba 
Myron Dzulynsky 
Orest & Tania Dzulynsky  
Gerry Fedchun 

Orest Prociw 
Lydia Pyluk 
Myron & Lida Pyskir 
Stephanie Rapko 
Dr. Myroslava Romach 
Bohdan Romaniuk 
Rosalia Sametz 
Andriy & Ann Semotiuk 
Dr. Martha Roma Shepertycky Medical 
Corporation 
Fred & Irene Shlapak 
Zenon Shwetz 
Lesia & Alex Skyba 
Dr Anne-Marie Humniski & Andrew 
Sochaniwsky 
Dr. Christine Czoli & Cassian Soltykevych 
Lesia & Orest Soltykevych 
Dr. George Soltys 
Walter Stadnyczuk 
Ann Szyptur 
Myron & Beverly Tatarniuk 
Andrij Teliszewsky 
Thornhill Medical Inc. 
Township of Tiny 
Ukrainian Self -Reliance Assoc. Edmonton 
Branch 
Ukrainian Women's Organization of Canada, 
Toronto Branch 
United Way of Alberta Capital Region 
Robert Vucic 
Rick Chale & Barbara Williams 
Christina Lukianenko & Zenon Woychyshyn  
Emil & Orasia Yereniuk 
Andrea Zwack 
Christine Zwozdesky 

Friends of UCC ($500-$999) 
Alex & Ann Atamanenko 
Taras Bahriy 
Rev. John & Mrs. Marion Barszczyk 
Birds & Bees Winery Inc. 
Daniel Bourque 
Carson Brown 
Orest Bykowski 
Dr Thor & Chrystyna Choptiany 
Ihor & Bohdanna Chuma 
Olga Cwiek 
Renata Dashawetz 
Walter Dedio 
Marvin & Sandra Dlugosh 
Bohdan Dolban 
Helen Feniuk 
Alida & George Frame 
Karen Yarmol-Franko & Ivan Franko 
Great American Insurance Company 
Ivan Harrakh 
Eduard Hecker 
Karen Herzog 
John & Angelina Hlewka 
Maria Hohol 
John Holojuch 
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Leona Howbold 
Boris Hwozdulych 
Demyan Hyworon 
Lucia Janek 
Walter & Anna Kaminski 
Maria Kisil-Myziuk 
Dr. Bohdan & Halyna Klid 
Bernard Kobsar 
Marilyn Kopansky Allen 
Roma Lydia Huculak & Victor Korotky 
Daniel Kotyk 
Natalka Kowch 
Vira Kozlowsky 
Roman Kulyk 
Stanley Kutcher 
League of Ukrainian Canadian - 
Edmonton Br 
Monica Lega 
Marshall Leslie 
Oleg Litwinow 
Kvitlana Lopushanski 
Walt Luchkiw 
Wolodymyr & Nadia Luciw 
Harry MacKay 
Anatolij Masliwec 
Stan Michalak 
Vasil Mikolyskyj 
Terry Mucha 
Alanna Mysak 
Marika Nazarowec-White 
Maria Nebesio 
Anna Noriak & Mark Ammen 
Michael Nykoruk 
Volodymyr Olenych 
Ian Perry 
Halyna Perun 
Nadia Poluha 
Nadia & Leonard Prokopchuk 
Eugene & Renata Roman 
Taissa Ruzycky 
Lance Schafer 

Connie Senkiw 
Eugene & Ann Shadorsky 
Peter & Geraldine Shostak 
Markian Shwec 
Roksolana & Alex Slywynskyj 
James & Rosalie Smith 
Marijka Stadnyk 
Roman & Natalia Sus 
Terry & Peggy Tanasiuk 
Dennis Tink 
Anne Urbanek 
Peter Washchyshyn 
Patricia Washchyshyn 
Derek Woods 
Marta Wynnyckyj 
Dr. Roman & Anastasia Yereniuk 
Taras Zalusky 
Joe Zink 
Radoslav Zuk 
Drs. Ireneus & Luba Zuk 

Monthly Donors 
Eugene Boychuk 
Slavka Sametz-Chewchuk & Volodymyr 
Chewchuk 
Brent Cunningham 
Mikola Czich 
Myron Dzulynsky 
Adele Ginter 
Bohdan Hnat 
Chrystyna Hnatiw 
Demyan Hyworon 
Nataliya Jatskevich 
Vera Jaworiwsky 
Thankamma Jospy 
Walter & Anna Kaminski 
Ihor & Oksana Komarnicky 
Kvitlana Lopushanski 
Yurij Andryjowycz & Olesia Luciw-
Andryjowycz 

E-Transfers now available!  
As of October 24, 2023, supporting the UCC is even easier. You can now send an e-transfer through your online banking 
portal, in addition to using your credit card. Please continue to send cheques to the Winnipeg office.  
Thank you for your continued support! 

Martha Mayer 
Oksana Metulynsky 
Stan Michalak 
Ihor Michalchyshyn 
Andry Monczak 
Bohdanna Monczak 
Alanna Mysak 
Taisa Mysakowec 
William Nestorovich 
Kateryna Nowytzkyj 
Lydia Maria Olah 
Ola Osadchuk-Syniura 
Sonia Peczeniuk 
Brenda & Taras Petrynec 
Maksym Pikhteryev 
Michael Pitt 
Myron & Lida Pyskir 
Vera Romaniuk 
Rosalia Sametz 
Andriy & Ann Semotiuk 
George & Veronica Serhijczuk 
Zenon Shwetz 
Dzvenyslava Siatetska 
Lesia & Alex Skyba 
Bogdan Slabak 
Roksolana & Alex Slywynskyj 
Walter Stadnyczuk 
Verna Stecy 
Ernest Stetsko 
Ann Szyptur 
Laura Walsh 
Walter Warywoda 
Jason Woywada 
Dr. Roman & Anastasia Yereniuk 
Emil & Orasia Yereniuk 
Andrea Zwack 
Christine Zwozdesky 
 

All donations are listed on www.ucc.ca

З нагоди Світлих Свят засилаємо найщиріші вітання усій 
українській громаді! Наші думки линуть до братів і сестер в 

Україні, які продовжують боротися за свободу нашої 
Батьківщини. Ми віримо у спільну перемогу та процвітаюче 

майбутнє для нас усіх.

BCU Financial wishes you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

May 2024 bring health, happiness and prosperity!

Бажаємо всім радості, здоров’я та усіх благ у 2024 році! 
Христос рождається! Славімо Його!

Visit your local branch  |  1-800-461-5941  |  bcufinancial.com
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3250 Est rue Beaubien, Montreal, QC, H1X 3C9
Tel.: (514) 727-94-56 Fax.: (514) 727-58-86
www.desjardins.com/caisseukrainienne

НАША МІСІЯ — ПІДТРИМУВАТИ!

SUSK Update  

Internship Report – 
October 2023 
Maria Ovcharenko 
As the days and weeks go by, I am 
glad to take this opportunity to 
reflect on the first few months of 
my time as the current UCC 
Parliamentary Intern. Being an 
intern in the office of MP 
Shuvaloy Majumdar (Calgary 
Heritage) is a particularly unique 
placement because he is one of 
the newest MPs in the House, being elected only in July 
during the by-election. Thus, I have the privilege of seeing 
and being part of the development of a new MP’s office, 
which is a challenging yet exciting experience.  
My work on the Hill consists of writing daily short briefings 
for Mr. Majumdar on the legislation being debated in the 
House, which gives me an opportunity to learn for myself in 
more detail the current topics of debate, and I sometimes 
do committee research. I manage the  MP inbox and 
schedule, and for an MP who is as well-connected and 
experienced as my MP is, this itself could be a full-time job! 
I am sincerely enjoying learning about Canada’s democracy 
in practice, including reading and responding to constituent 
concerns. This is arguably the most important part of a 
democracy, other than an actual vote: the citizen’s 
participation in it.  
I have always had an appreciation and respect for the 
institution of government, and it is a gratifying, eye-opening, 
and altogether grounding experience to see it all happen in 
real time. The first few months of the UCC Internship 
Program have given me a renewed confidence in the system, 
namely the way in which we govern ourselves, and the roles 
that we all play in that system. I am so grateful the Internship 
Program, and its many donors through the UCC Charitable 
and Educational Trust!

SUSK is a vibrant student community of like-minded individuals who 
strive to preserve our Ukrainian culture in Canada. This year, SUSK is 
focused on engaging the Ukrainian Canadian community, ensuring 
SUSK's credibility and longevity, and building global connections. With 
a dedicated board, we're excited to continue advocating for Ukrainian 
student voices and leaving a lasting impact.  

We've marked a significant start to the year by signing a memorandum 
with the Ukrainian Leadership Academy at SUSK Congress 2023, 
establishing a robust connection with a thriving organization in Ukraine. 
Additionally, we've partnered with the Rebuild UA Hackathon for an 
urban planning competition “Planuyemo Razom”, uniting students from 
Canada and Ukraine to design solutions for war-affected cities.  

Don't miss our annual Congress in Toronto May 9-12 – we welcome 
our alumni to join as at our alumni night Follow us on instagram 
@susknational to stay updated.
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PROUD SPONSOR

Delivering Innovative Energy Solutions

Thanks to the many UCC volunteers across Canada along with its 
provincial councils, member organizations, and local branches, Canada’s 
CUAET visa program has welcomed over 200,000 Ukrainians to 
Canada since the beginning of Russia’s genocidal war on Ukraine on 
February 22, 2022. Our generous and hard-working volunteers from 
coast to coast to coast have made countless lives better by easing the 
transition of Ukrainian refugees into Canadian life. 

UCC National’s advocacy efforts have also paid off with tangible 
results. Federal, provincial and municipal governments have responded 
to our recommendations by providing critical programs and supports 
to welcome and successfully integrate displaced Ukrainians, including: 
✓    CUAET visa program 
✓    Temporary income supports 
✓    Emergency housing access 
✓    Access to language training 
✓    Access to employment and education supports 
✓    Expansion of eligibility for the Family Reunification Program 

For the duration of Russia’s war and beyond, the UCC will continue 
to strongly advocate for the needs of newcomers – especially those 
with humanitarian needs. As part of this work, we have revised our 
policy position paper, highlighting the following key recommendations 
to further support newcomers: 

1. Ensure Critical Services for Displaced Ukrainians in Canada 

2. Streamline Accreditation (Recognition of Foreign Credentials) 

3. Explore Pathways to Permanent Residence and Family 
Reunification  

4. Standardize Service Delivery across Provinces and Territories 

5. Liberalize Travel for Ukrainian citizens and Explore Opportunities 
through the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 

The full policy paper on welcoming newcomers will be available online 
shortly at: www.ucc.ca 
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Welcoming Newcomers to Canada 

M E R R Y

CHRISTMAS
www.futurebakery.com

The only bakery and dairy in Toronto with a factory outlet store.
Freshly baked breads, buns, and bagels daily; and fresh dairy,

including grass-fed organic milk delivered from local Ontario farms.

Merry Christmas
A N D  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

www.susfoundation.ca

UCC Daily Briefing on Ukraine 
Decision makers and community leaders depend  

on the UCC Daily Briefing.    
Subscribe at www.ucc.ca/signup
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Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Congrès des Ukrainiens Canadiens
Конґрес Українців Канади

Website:       www.ucc.ca 

Email:           ucc@ucc.ca 

Telephone:   1-866-942-4627

@ukrcancongress 

@ukrcancongress 

@ukrcancongress
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