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Who We are
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is the voice of Canada’s Ukrainian community. The Congress brings together under one umbrella all 
the national, provincial and local Ukrainian Canadian organizations. Together with its member organizations, the UCC has been leading, 
coordinating and representing the interests of one of Canada’s largest ethnic communities (1.4 million) since 1940 and has been instrumental 
in shaping Canada’s social, economic and political landscape.

UCC and the 2025 Federal Election
While the Trump administration threatens Canada, Trump seeks also to appease the principal threat to peace and security in the world – the 
Russian Federation. Russia is waging a genocidal war of aggression against Ukraine. Russia presents a serious and growing threat to Canada’s 
sovereignty in the Arctic and to our NATO allies in Europe. 

The future of Canada’s freedom and the freedom of Europe depend on our ability to defend our sovereignty and our national interest. 
Assisting Ukraine in defending its own independence – and the freedom of Europe – is a fundamental national security interest for Canada. 

The UCC focuses its survey of Canada’s national party leaders on the following issues, which are essential for the defence of Canadian, 
Ukrainian, and European freedom:  

1. Canadian security and defence 
2. Canadian and global energy security
3. Supporting Ukraine’s defence
4. Isolating and holding Russia to account
5. Assisting Displaced Ukrainians
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1. Do you commit to spending at least 2% of Canada’s GDP on defence? If so, by what date? 

We are committed to meeting our NATO commitments. Ten years ago under a Conservative government, defence 
spending was less than 1% of GDP. We will increase investments significantly and quickly to protect Canada. Now 
more than ever we need to reaffirm our sovereignty and invest in our Armed Forces.

Yes. A Conservative government will spend more on defence than current Liberal projections over the next five 
years, with the ultimate goal of national defence spending reaching 2% of Canada’s GDP by 2030. The fact is our 
country is broke after nine years of the Trudeau Liberals. People are sick and tired of politicians just announcing 
that they’re going to spend money without knowing how to pay for it. That is not how Conservatives operate. We 
have a fully costed plan that will allow Canada to protect our security and sovereignty and fulfill our obligations 
under both NATO and NORAD. Unlike the Liberals, we will follow through on our defence spending commitments.

New-Democrats recognize that Canada must honour its defence commitments to our allies if we wish to 
strengthen Canada’s position in the world. Therefore, we are committing to achieving the NATO defence 
spending target of 2% of Canada’s GDP. 

No. We do not support raising defence spending to 2%. We will keep spending between 1% and 1.3% of Canada’s 
GDP to: 
● Update the military 
● Protect the Arctic 
● Improve disaster response 
Peacekeeping and diplomacy are at the heart of our defence strategy. 
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2. To what percentage of GDP do you plan to raise defence spending? By what date?

Our investments will put Canada on track to exceed our NATO defence spending target before 
2030. 

 
A Conservative government will spend more on defence than current Liberal projections and will 
reach 2% by at least 2030. 

[W]e are committing to achieving the NATO defence spending target of 2% of Canada’s GDP. We will do this 
through strategic investments in Canada’s military that would also help strengthen local communities through 
the creation of good-paying union jobs and stimulate local economies through our “Buy Canadian, Build 
Canadian” plan. We will also make investments that will support those who have and are serving in our armed 
forces, such as ending the CAF’s housing shortage by building 5,000 new affordable units for service members 
and their families, increasing wages for CAF members who need it, as well as fixing pay and health care barriers 
identified by the CAF Ombudsman. 

We do not plan to raise defence spending beyond 1.3% of GDP. This level is responsible and 
effective. We will focus on updating our military. 
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3. What is your plan for investing in Canada’s defence industry, and increasing the domestic production of defence 
materiel? What will you do ensure defence procurement is from stable and reliable sources? (1 of 2)

Canada has entered a new geopolitical era where it faces direct threats to its sovereignty and a far more dangerous and divided 
world order. Russia’s ruthless aggression in launching a new European war with the invasion of Ukraine shattered previous 
assumptions of post-Cold War security. Increased instability and conflict have become all too common around the world.
We will modernize our procurement system to ensure our Forces can buy the equipment that they need, when they need it—which 
is now. We will also swiftly surpass our existing defence spending targets and bolster our capabilities by investing in dual purpose 
infrastructure—whether housing, cybersecurity, or satellite technology—that delivers immediate benefits for both our Forces and 
the public.
This new Liberal plan will ensure our Armed Forces have the tools they need to protect our country from coast to coast to coast for 
decades to come, while creating higher-paying jobs here at home. 
On April 14, Mark Carney announced that further measures to reinvest in our military industry and diversify our trade by:
Overhauling defence procurement to better meet our needs and the urgency of the moment by:

• establishing the Defence Procurement Agency, modernizing defence procurement rules and amending legislation and 
regulations as required, to centralize expertise from across government and streamline the way we buy equipment for the 
military.

• buying Canadian whenever possible and prioritizing Canadian raw materials such as steel, aluminum, and critical minerals.
Establishing the Bureau of Research, Engineering and Advanced Leadership in Science to ensure the Canadian Armed Forces and 
Communications Security Establishment have the made-in-Canada innovative solutions they need in areas such as AI, quantum 
computing, cybersecurity, and other advanced research and technology;
Helping Canadian defence businesses grow at home and diversify their markets abroad, including by expanding the CanExport 
program to grow their sales internationally, and pivoting it to focus on diversifying from the United States and fully taking advantage 
of our existing trade deals; and,
Boosting Canada’s domestic defence industries and production as we build security with our partners. That includes advancing 
Canada’s involvement in the ReArm Europe Plan in support of transatlantic security, and prioritizing investment here in Canada — 
with every dollar spent wisely and effectively.
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3. What is your plan for investing in Canada’s defence industry, and increasing the domestic production of defence 
materiel? What will you do ensure defence procurement is from stable and reliable sources?  (2of 2)

Conservatives have always delivered for our troops, and we always will. It was also a Conservative government 
that launched the National Shipbuilding Strategy to end the “boom or bust” cycle for Canada’s shipbuilders. The 
Liberals have neglected Canada’s defence industry, to the point where years after Russia launched its full-scale 
invasion, Canada was still producing the same number of artillery shells. We will work with Canada’s defence 
industry to increase their capacity to ensure Canada has a reliable source of domestically produced arms and 
ammunitions. 

[W]e will modernize Canada’s defence procurement by expanding the powers of the office of the Procurement 
Ombudsman to tackle defence procurement, ensure accountability and monitor the effectiveness of Canada’s 
investments in national defence. It is unacceptable that, due to successive Liberal and Conservative 
mismanagement, half of all CAF equipment is unserviceable. New Democrats will make sure that the equipment 
that our armed forces members need is available when they need it. 

We will invest in Canada’s defence industry and build more military equipment at home. We want Canada to be 
more self-reliant and less dependent on other countries. 
That’s why we will: 
● Increase domestic production of key equipment like ammunition and technology 
● Cancel the F-35 deal with the US and partner with Europe to build a fighter jet that creates Canadian jobs 
● Upgrade Arctic and coastal patrol systems using Canadian-made equipment. 
We will focus on working with trusted allies who share our values - not countries that put our security or 
economy at risk. Our goal is a defence system that is modern, reliable, and made in Canada. 
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4. Canada’s Arctic region is sparsely defended. If elected to Government, what will you do to secure Canada’s Arctic? 
With our sovereignty under threat, it is time to stand together with Arctic and northern Indigenous peoples to strengthen the North, 
to deter incursions, and to strengthen our presence in the Arctic. To keep all of Canada strong and free.

On March 18, 2025, Mark Carney announced that Canada will take on a greater, sustained, and year-round Canadian Armed Forces 
(CAF) presence in the Arctic – an investment of nearly $420 million to protect our sovereignty across land, air, and sea. With an 
expansion of its Northern and Arctic operations and training exercises, and the deployment of more personnel, the CAF will be 
better placed to defend Canada’s Arctic presence and sovereignty – while enabling greater collaboration with NATO Allies. 

Mark Carney also announced that Canada intends to partner with Australia to develop advanced Over-the-Horizon Radar 
technology. This partnership will include developing Canada’s Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar system, an investment of more than $6 
billion that will provide early warning radar coverage from threats to the Arctic.

On April 14, Mark Carney announced additional measures to secure Canada’s Arctic and better protect our coastlines, including with 
new submarines for the Royal Canadian Navy and additional heavy icebreakers, building on our commitment to all orders underway 
through the National Shipbuilding Strategy. We will also expand our fleet of aerial and underwater drones to build a persistent 
presence in the air and sea, including persistent surveillance to protect against threats in the Arctic and at our border. We will work 
to build Canadian industry through defence partnerships and by leveraging domestic innovations.

Canada’s North is increasingly under threat from adversaries like China and Russia. Our safety, territory and trade 
requires that we give the brave men and women in the Canadian Armed Forces, especially the mighty Canadian 
Rangers, the resources they need to defend our North. We must take decisive action to secure our skies, seas, 
and soil. 
To protect Canadian sovereignty in the Arctic, a Conservative government will: 
• Double the size of the 1st Patrol Group of the Canadian Rangers, from 2,000 to 4,000 Rangers. 
• Acquire two additional polar icebreakers for the Royal Canadian Navy while expediting current timelines for 

the two planned polar icebreakers for the Canadian Coast Guard. 
• Build a permanent Arctic military base within two years: CFB Iqaluit. 
Further details on our defence policies will be released as part of our overall platform. 
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4. Canada’s Arctic region is sparsely defended. If elected to Government, what will you do to secure Canada’s Arctic? (2 
of 2)

 

Defending Canadian sovereignty means defending our Arctic sovereignty. In order to protect Canada’s North, we 
must invest in northern communities through better schools, more reliable power and improved health care. We 
will work with Territorial and Indigenous government collaboratively to build defence infrastructure in the Arctic, 
such as full-time military bases in Inuvik, the North-West Territories and Iqaluit. Consulting with Indigenous and 
northern [communities] on these projects will also help local communities connect people to regional service, 
improve access to goods from elsewhere and create local economic opportunity. 

We will strengthen Arctic security by investing in Canada’s northern presence. This will protect our sovereignty. 
That includes: 
•  Increasing patrols in the Arctic and coastal regions 
•  Upgrading surveillance and defence equipment suited for Arctic conditions 
•  Building infrastructure to support northern operations 
•  Modernizing our defence strategy to address new threats, such as cyberattacks and climate risks 
•  Supporting local communities and improving emergency response in the North. 
We will make sure Canada can defend its Arctic region. But we will also respect the land, the people who live 
there, and the climate. 
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5. France has stated that they are prepared to extend their independent nuclear umbrella to the rest of the EU. As a 
means of ensuring Canada is able to be responsible for its own national defence, do you support Canada developing an 
independent nuclear deterrent? 

Canada will continue to uphold our defence commitments through NATO and NORAD while 
strengthening conventional deterrence capabilities.

Canada First Conservatives will ensure that Canadian Armed Forces have the capacity to defend 
our country and our people so we can stand on our own two feet and ensure that we no longer 
rely on others to guarantee our security and sovereignty. 
We will also continue to work with our allies, particularly those in NATO, to bolster our collective 
security and deter aggression by our adversaries. 

No. We oppose nuclear weapons and support global disarmament. We would not support Canada 
developing an independent nuclear deterrent. Our focus is on diplomacy, peacebuilding, and 
international cooperation, not expanding nuclear threats. 
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6. Will you invest in the extraction and export of Canadian energy resources? (1 of 2) 
Yes. Canada has a tremendous opportunity to be the world’s leading energy superpower, in both clean and conventional energy. On March 9, 
Mark Carney announced his plans to get projects built faster and increase Canada’s energy security, trade diversification, and long-term 
competitiveness. To get projects built and build the strongest economy in the G7, a Mark Carney-led Liberal government will:
Kickstart the clean energy supply chain by investing in critical minerals by:

• connecting critical mineral projects to supply chains via a new First and Last Mile Fund (FLMF), creating a more integrated and 
accessible Canadian economy;

• directly supporting clean energy and critical minerals projects via the FLMF, reducing our reliance on other countries and protecting 
Canadian jobs;

• accelerating exploration, as well as extraction from recycling, by investing in prospecting activities; and,
• attracting, expanding and de-risking investment in critical mineral exploration and extraction with additional investments in and 

expansion of existing tax credits.
Get clean energy projects built quickly across Canada by:

• fast-tracking Projects of National Interest, which will be jointly identified with provinces and territories and Indigenous peoples;
• incentivizing Projects of National Interest by keeping the federal government’s current suite of investment tax credits for clean 

energy, finalizing the tax credits under development, and reinforcing the Canada Growth Fund, including by supporting carbon 
contracts for difference;

• signing Cooperation and Substitution Agreements with all willing provinces, territories, and Indigenous Governing Bodies within six 
months, ensuring that projects only go through one review that uphold environmental standards and Indigenous Consultation;

• establishing a Major Federal Project Office with a new comprehensive mandate to move forward with One Project, One Review, 
issuing decisions on major projects within two years instead of five, while fully upholding environmental integrity and Indigenous 
rights;

• developing a trade and energy corridor, along with provinces, territories, and Indigenous partners, for transport, energy, critical 
minerals and digital connectivity, including through the Trade Diversification Corridor Fund;

• doubling the Indigenous Loan Guarantee Program from $5 to $10 billion and expanding it to support more Indigenous-led 
infrastructure, transportation and trade projects across the country. This will make it easier for more Indigenous communities to 
become owners of major resource projects;

• increasing capacity funding for Indigenous communities to engage on projects early and consistently; and,
• working with project proponents, provinces, territories, and Indigenous partners to do proactive remediation and rehabilitation work 

at project sites so projects move faster.
Secure Canada’s energy and electricity sovereignty by:

• working with provinces and territories to build out an East-West electricity grid, in a historic nation-building project, to secure 
Canadians’ access to affordable, reliable, clean, Canadian electricity; and,

• investing in Canada’s conventional and clean energy potential, so we can reduce our reliance on the United States and build trading 
relationships with reliable partners. 12
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6. Will you invest in the extraction and export of Canadian energy resources? (2 of 2) 

Yes. After the lost Liberal decade, Canada has missed countless opportunities to export Canada’s 
vast reserves of oil and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to our allies and partners around the world. 
The Liberals have claimed there is no “business case” for exporting LNG – a proven falsehood. This 
has come to the detriment of Canadian energy workers, their families, and our national interests 
and prosperity. And it has left us vulnerable to the whims of the American, who have brought in 
unjustified tariffs harming our economic interests. A Conservative government will make it a 
priority of Canada’s domestic and foreign policy to promote our economic interests, particularly 
the export of Canadian energy to allies and partners in defence of democracy and countering 
authoritarian states. 

New Democrats will create an East-West energy grid using Canadian materials and creating 
sustainable jobs. This will deliver reliable, affordable and clean energy to families across the 
country. 

No. We will not invest in expanding fossil fuel extraction or export. Our focus is on replacing oil and 
gas with clean, renewable energy. We want to move away from fossil fuels and build a clean energy 
system for Canada. That means more renewables and more energy security for Canadians. 
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7. Do you support the construction of pipelines to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans to provide Europe and Asia with 
Canadian energy resources? (1 of 2)

America’s unjustified and reckless trade war threatens Canadian jobs, businesses, and our way of life. They are trying to weaken us, 
so they can own us. In the face of this new threat, we have a plan to build the strongest economy in the G7. 

To do this, there must be one Canadian economy, not thirteen.  That’s why Mark Carney has a plan to remove barriers to internal 
trade. We also need to build trade corridors that stitch this country together more tightly—where people can work anywhere, 
where businesses can sell their products anywhere. These actions will grow the economy and offset the impacts from Trump’s 
tariffs, lower costs for consumers, create new jobs, open new markets for our homegrown goods and services, improve energy 
independence, and increase labour mobility. 

Canada’s economic strength is underpinned by Canadian energy. On April 9, Mark Carney announced the comprehensive Liberal 
approach to make Canada the world’s leading energy superpower. This approach will be defined by three objectives, energy 
security; trade diversification; and, long-term competitiveness. This plan includes multiple measures to get energy projects built 
quickly across Canada. Including by fast-tracking Projects of National Interest, which will be jointly identified with provinces and 
territories and Indigenous peoples. The plan will also develop a trade and energy corridor for transport, energy, critical minerals and 
digital connectivity, including through the Trade Diversification Corridor Fund. 

Yes. We will create a “National Energy Corridor” and “Canada Shovel Ready Zones”, areas already permitted for 
construction, so that companies can quickly build mines, LNG terminals, or pipelines. We will also scrap the 
Liberal oil and gas production cap so we can produce more Canadian energy for the world. We will scrap Bill C-69, 
the ‘No New Pipelines Act’, the west coast tanker ban and bring in a one stop shop approval process to get 
energy projects built. We will approve the LNG Quebec project and double oil and gas production to end reliance 
on overseas oil and end European dependence on energy from hostile, authoritarian regimes like Russia. In the 
first 5 years of this Liberal government alone, $176 billion of resource and energy projects were cancelled, mostly 
due to government obstacles and rules. One example is the Northern Gateway, which would have brought 
Canadian oil from Alberta to the Pacific for sale in Asia, a project that Mark Carney opposed. We will use 
Canadian energy to defund dictators like Vladimir Putin and bring home powerful paycheques for our people. 
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7. Do you support the construction of pipelines to the Atlantic and Pacific oceans to provide Europe and Asia with 
Canadian energy resources? (2 of 2) 

New Democrats will create an East-West energy grid using Canadian materials and creating 
sustainable jobs. This will deliver reliable, affordable and clean energy to families across the 
country. 

No. We do not support building pipelines to the Atlantic or Pacific for fossil fuel exports. These 
projects are expensive, risky, and out of step with a safe future. Canada should invest in renewable 
energy infrastructure, not in pipelines that increase our dependence on oil and gas. 
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8. Since February 2022, Canada has provided approximately $4.5 billion in military assistance to Ukraine. What level of 
annual military support (weapons, ammunition, military communications, training programs, etc) will you provide to 
Ukraine?  (1 of 2)

Canada is a nation of values that champion human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. We will defend our 
values of peace and stability by continuing to support Ukraine and Ukrainians.
We will maintain robust military support, building on the over $4.5 billion already committed. Annual levels will 
respond to Ukraine’s needs and be coordinated with allies to ensure impact and sustainability.  

Canada’s Conservatives have always supported Ukraine. Canada’s Conservative government was the first Western country to 
recognize Ukraine’s independence in 1991. In response to the illegal and unprovoked annexation of Crimea and the eastern Donbass 
region in 2014, the previous Conservative government launched OP REASSURANCE, which included CF-18s policing the air in the 
Baltics, a frigate being deployed to NATO’s Maritime Forces, the donation of essential military equipment, and the deployment of 
200 CAF members to Western Ukraine for military training as part of OP UNIFIER. The Conservative government under former Prime 
Minister Harper also provided nearly $600 million in financial assistance. 
In 2018, we specifically called on the Liberal government to start providing surplus weapons and ammunition to Ukraine’s armed 
forces. They ignored this call for years. 
After the February 2022 full-scale invasion, Conservatives made it clear that we supported the support provided to date by the 
Government of Canada. We also called for our CF-18s to resume air policing in Eastern Europe, for Canadian field hospitals and 
surplus Canadian Army vehicles to be sent to Ukraine, and to help end Europe’s dependence on Russian energy by building new 
pipelines to tidewater. 
We also were the first to call on the Liberal government to send 83,000 surplus CRV7 rockets and to procure new air defence 
systems for Ukraine. 
A Conservative government will maintain current financial and military aid for Ukraine. Instead of wasting resources on 
decommissioning surplus military equipment, we will donate it to Ukraine while ensuring the Canadian Armed Forces are provided 
with new weapons and equipment. We will also resume sending Radarsat-2 satellite imagery to Ukraine, which we recently learned 
the Liberal government silently and inexplicably cut off in the midst of Russia’s ongoing war of aggression. 
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8. Since February 2022, Canada has provided approximately $4.5 billion in military assistance to Ukraine. What level of 
annual military support (weapons, ammunition, military communications, training programs, etc) will you provide to 
Ukraine?  (2of 2)

New Democrats stand firmly in support of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. We condemn the 
illegal war and genocide perpetrated by Vladimir Putin and the Russian Federation. Canadians have 
pledged overwhelming support to Ukrainians, the New Democrats will fight to strengthen Canada’s 
response against Putin. New Democrats recognize that Ukraine is fighting for our shared values of 
democracy and justice. […] New Democrats support long-term supports for air defense, armoured 
vehicles and demining equipment, as well as support for Ukrainians to rebuild their country 

We stand with Ukraine. We support continued military and humanitarian aid. That includes 
training, equipment, and support for refugees. Canada must help Ukraine defend its people, its 
democracy, and its sovereignty. We will increase support where needed. 
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9. Will you continue to provide support for Ukraine’s economy and state budget?  

Last year, while the previous Prime Minister visited Kyiv, Justin Trudeau highlighted the recent conclusion of 
negotiations between Canada and Ukraine on the terms of Canada’s $5 billion contribution to the G7 
Extraordinary Revenue Acceleration (ERA) Loans mechanism. Announced at the G7 Summit in Apulia, Italy, the 
ERA Loans will bring forward the future revenues from frozen Russian sovereign assets. This initiative will provide 
Ukraine with approximately $69 billion (US$50 billion).
A new government led by Mark Carney will continue to offer macroeconomic, humanitarian, and development 
assistance to help Ukraine maintain essential services and support long-term reconstruction.

Yes. The last Conservative government moved quickly to support Ukraine’s economic growth, 
democracy, civil society, and domestic security. That support will continue under a new 
Conservative government. 

We have also called for increased funding for de-mining efforts in Ukraine; prosecution of those 
responsible for the abduction and forcible transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia and increased 
support for the return of these children to Ukraine; increased financial and political support for ICC 
and ICJ investigations; and support for anti- corruption and democracy efforts. 

Yes. We will continue supporting Ukraine’s state budget and long-term recovery. That means 
funding for essential services, rebuilding infrastructure, and stabilizing the economy. Rebuilding 
Ukraine is part of defending its sovereignty. Our commitment goes beyond military aid. 
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10. There are currently approximately $300 billion in frozen Russian assets that can be mobilized for Ukraine’s defence. 
Will you support the seizure of these Russian assets and their repurposing for Ukraine’s defence? 

Yes. Canada has led on this, and we will support working with G7 partners on a legal framework to 
repurpose frozen Russian assets to aid Ukraine’s recovery.

A new government led by Mark Carney will continue building on these actions to seize Russian 
sovereign assets and using them to fund Ukraine’s reconstruction.

Yes. It was Conservatives which first introduced the Justice for Victims of Foreign Officials Act, also 
known as the Sergei Magnitsky Law, which first enabled the sanctioning of Russian oligarchs in 
response to Putin’s illegal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Conservatives supported Bill S-217 
and saw it as the natural next step of providing justice for Ukraine. A new Conservative 
government will move to freeze and seize this vast wealth which should be used to support 
Ukraine’s defence. 

The Liberals have not taken appropriate steps to actually confiscate seized Russian assets. A New 
Democrat government would prioritize the seizing of these assets and the return of this money to 
Ukraine. 

Russia must take responsibility for its war. We support freezing Russian assets to help ensure Russia 
pays for the damage it has caused. We believe that anyone potentially associated with the war in 
Ukraine should have to pay the consequences. This should be in ways that are fair, legal, and 
aligned with international law. 20



11. Will you continue to support Ukraine’s right to join the NATO alliance? 

Ukraine has the right to determine its own security future, and we support its eventual 
NATO membership when conditions allow.

Conservatives have always supported NATO’s efforts to support our Ukrainian allies and 
we support Ukraine’s right to self defence and its right to choose its own security 
arrangements. We will continue to work with our NATO partners as Ukraine works 
towards realizing its aspirations for NATO membership. 

We support future NATO membership.

We support Ukraine’s sovereignty and its right to decide its own future security. Ukraine 
deserves safety, freedom, and self-determination. We will support Ukraine’s efforts to 
protect its people and work toward lasting peace. 
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12. Do you support Canada continuing to lead the International Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian 
Children? 
 

Yes. A new government led by Mark Carney will continue to lead global efforts to return 
abducted Ukrainian children.

Yes. We unequivocally condemn Russia for separating Ukrainian children from their 
parents and indoctrinating them against their home country. This is a crime against 
humanity and Russia must be held to account for these despicable acts. All children 
taken from Ukraine must be returned. 

We have also called for […] prosecution of those responsible for the abduction and 
forcible transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia and increased support for the return of 
these children to Ukraine.

Yes. We support the lead of the international coalition to return Ukrainian children. 
Taking children is a violation of human rights and international law. We will help lead 
efforts to bring these children home and hold those responsible to account. 
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13. Do you support the establishment of an international tribunal to prosecute the crimes Russia has 
committed against Ukraine? 
 

We will work with Ukraine and our allies to support the prosecution of the crimes of 
aggression and ensure justice for Ukraine.

Yes. We have repeatedly made clear that Canada and its allies have to hold Vladimir 
Putin and his proxies to account for their war crimes in Ukraine. This includes before the 
International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice. We know for a fact 
that Russia has used sexual violence as a weapon and has kidnapped children from the 
territories they currently occupy. We have also stated that all of these heinous acts fall 
within the UN definition of genocide. 

We have also called for […] increased financial and political support for ICC and ICJ 
investigations.

Yes. We support holding Russia accountable for its crimes in Ukraine. That includes 
supporting an international tribunal to prosecute war crimes. Justice is essential, not 
just for Ukraine, but for international law, and global peace. 
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14. Will you sever diplomatic ties with Russia? If not, will you expel enough Russian diplomats from Canada to ensure 
parity with the number of Canadian diplomats in Russia?
 

A new government led by Mark Carney will work with our national security agencies, and Global 
Affairs Canada to examine the necessary level of diplomatic ties with countries, including Russia.

In February 2022 we called on the government to declare Russia’s Ambassador to Canada Oleg 
Stepanov persona non grata and expel him from Canada. Meanwhile, the Liberal government sent 
officials to an event at the Russian embassy, effectively carrying on business as usual. Conservatives 
recognize and understand that under the Vienna conventions, any diplomat can be expelled by 
their host country at any time, and no reason is required. We will not hesitate to expel any 
diplomat involved in foreign interference, or the intimidation/harassment of Canadians. 

New Democrats pushed for key pieces of Canada’s Ukraine strategy, including four motions we 
sponsored in the House of Commons - which called on Canada to: help document Russian war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, declare the Russian Federation is committing acts of genocide, 
designate the Wagner Group as a terrorist entity, and honour those who gave their lives in defence 
of our shared values. 

We condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. We support strong diplomatic and legal measures to 
hold Russia accountable. We have not taken a formal position on cutting diplomatic ties or 
diplomatic parity. 
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15. Will you designate the Russian Federation a state supporter of terrorism? 
 

We continue to assess appropriate designations and actions. While we use existing legal 
tools to hold Russia accountable, we remain aligned with allies in applying coordinated 
sanctions and diplomatic pressure.

Conservative MPs have sponsored a petition in Parliament to immediately and publicly 
designate the Russian Federation as a state sponsor of terrorism. Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. A Conservative government 
will use all appropriate legal measures to hold Russia accountable for these atrocities. 

New Democrats pushed for key pieces of Canada’s Ukraine strategy, including four 
motions we sponsored in the House of Commons - which called on Canada to: help 
document Russian war crimes and crimes against humanity, declare the Russian 
Federation is committing acts of genocide, designate the Wagner Group as a terrorist 
entity, and honour those who gave their lives in defence of our shared values. 

Russia’s actions in Ukraine are a violation of international law. We support strong 
international measures to hold the regime accountable. We have not formally endorsed 
this specific designation. But we believe the global response must reflect the severity of 
Russia’s aggression. 26



16. Will you close Russian sanctions loopholes and implement a full trade embargo on Russia? 
 

A new government led by Mark Carney will uphold the enforcement of sanctions, close loopholes, and pursue 
further trade restrictions in coordination with our allies.

Yes. Conservatives have been clear from the start that we must use all of Canada’s available sanctions laws to 
provide maximum pressure on Russia’s oligarchs, government officials, and economy. 
The Liberal government has failed to recognize that Canadian oil and gas is vital to Canadian and European 
security. We need to get new pipelines built to tidewater to displace Russian natural gas. Canada is the world's 
fifth-largest natural gas producer, but we can't export gas to Europe to assist European democracies because we 
can’t get pipelines built. Conservatives understand that our energy sector is not only vital to our economy, but 
vital to our security. 

The NDP believes Canada needs to strengthen its sanctions regime. We need stronger sanctions in place to hold 
Putin’s oligarchs accountable, and increased transparency and enforcement to ensure these sanctions are 
applied consistently and effectively. We oppose the Liberal government’s actions to waive sanctions on Russian 
titanium and gas turbines. Because of Liberal inaction, one Russian oligarch had time to move his Canadian 
wealth - over 100 million dollars - before sanctions were imposed. 

We support strengthening sanctions to hold Russia accountable for its war. While we haven’t taken a formal 
position on a full embargo, sanctions must be effective. That means closing loopholes and blocking any trade 
that helps fund Russia’s war.
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17. Will you automatically extend work permits granted under the CUAET Program until 2028? 

We recognize the importance of stabilizing displaced Ukrainians during this challenging period. We 
will work closely with Ukrainians to identify and address any necessary adjustments to their work 
permits. Our focus will be on providing displaced Ukrainians with the stability and flexibility they 
need while ensuring they have adequate time to transition to permanent immigration pathways as 
appropriate.

Conservatives have always recognized how the CUAET Program has helped Ukrainians and their 
family members come to Canada as quickly as possible. We have regularly criticized the Liberal 
government for their failures in being transparent with Ukrainians and for the lack of support 
provided by IRCC. We will work to continue to provide Ukrainians a safe haven. 

New Democrats fought hard to ensure Ukrainians coming to Canada would be supported, and 
advocated for extension of visitor, work and study permits for Ukrainians in Canada.

We have not taken an official position on extending CUAET work permits to 2028, but, we support 
protecting Ukrainians fleeing war. We’re open to extending permits. That way they can remain safe, 
continue working, and contribute to Canadian society. 

29



18. Will you provide pathways for displaced Ukrainians to permanent residency and continue access to essential services, 
recognizing that enabling displaced Ukrainians to build stable lives here strengthens Canada’s economy, communities, and 
shared values?

Yes. We are committed to offering permanent residency pathways and ensuring access 
to healthcare, education, and employment supports.

Yes. While the current Liberal government has often left newly arrived Ukrainians in the 
dark when it comes to their path to permanent residency, we will ensure that IRCC 
officials are clear, transparent, and accountable when it comes to helping displaced 
Ukrainians rebuild their lives. 

We have opposed cuts to Canada’s settlement services sector. Canada must support 
Ukrainians and all newcomers with better supports in housing, education, language, 
skill building and other social services. 

Yes. We want to help Ukrainians stay in Canada, and give them a safe place to live, 
healthcare, and education. People fleeing war need safety and stability — and Canada 
can help. Everyone deserves the opportunity to build a life with dignity. 
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19. What steps will you take to ensure that Ukrainian Canadian community centres and cultural organizations—many of which 
are supporting the successful integration of newcomers—receive the federal support needed to continue building inclusive, 
resilient, and proud Canadian communities?

The government has a responsibility to those who come here to ensure that they have 
access to jobs, social services and housing. A new government led by Mark Carney will 
continue to provide support to for integration services, cultural programming, and 
mental health resources for newcomers. 

We support efforts with respect to settlement services for Ukrainians, including those 
provided by community and cultural organizations. 

We have opposed cuts to Canada’s settlement services sector. Canada must support 
Ukrainians and all newcomers with better supports in housing, education, language, 
skill building and other social services. 

We support more funding for newcomer services, language training, and cultural 
programs. Ukrainian Canadian organizations play a key role in helping people settle. It's 
our job to make sure they have the federal support they need. 
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20. Will you advocate for simplified and accelerated recognition of foreign credentials and accreditation, especially in key 
sectors to ensure that skilled newcomers can contribute to Canada’s prosperity without unnecessary delays or barriers?

A new government led by Mark Carney will work with provinces and territories to 
streamline and speed up recognition of foreign credentials and international 
professional experience, so that those who come to Canada can contribute to Canada 
more quickly on arrival.

Yes. Right now, Canada has thirteen bureaucratic processes to become a doctor, nurse, 
or other professional. We will establish a “Blue Seal” national testing standard to get a 
license in regulated trades, starting with doctors and nurses, but continuing until all 
regulated professions are covered. Licensing will be based on ability, not bureaucratic 
processes. 

New Democrats have always supported improvements to Canada’s system of 
recognition of foreign credentials and accreditation. 

Yes. We support faster, fairer recognition of foreign credentials, especially in critical 
sectors like health and education. Skilled newcomers should be able to use their skills 
without long waits or barriers. It’s the right thing to do and it strengthens Canada. 
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21. Do you support a coordinated federal approach to the long-term integration of displaced Ukrainians, including investments 
in housing, employment, language training, and community-led initiatives—recognizing that this will build a more inclusive, 
compassionate, and future-ready Canada?

Yes. We will continue to support displaced Ukrainians.

Yes. After the lost Liberal decade, life in Canada has become unaffordable including for 
Ukrainians who have been displaced by Vladimir Putin’s illegal invasion. Crime is 
rampant, housing costs have doubled, and our economy has been weakened by Liberal 
policies. A new Conservative government will unlock Canada’s potential, unleash our 
resources, and restore the promise of Canada for all those in this great country. 

Canada must support Ukrainians and all newcomers with better supports in housing, 
education, language, skill building and other social services. 

Yes. Ukrainians fleeing war deserve long-term support. We back a national approach 
that includes federal investment. In housing, employment, language training, and local 
initiatives. This isn’t only about policy—it’s about people. When newcomers thrive, all 
Canadians benefit. 33
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